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1 ¶  Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not 

the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the 

wives; 

2  While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 

3  Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 

wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 

4  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 

ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

5  For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, 

adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: 

6  Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long 

as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 

7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour 

unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace 

of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 

8 ¶  Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as breth-

ren, be pitiful, be courteous: 

9  Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; know-

ing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. 

10  For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, 

and his lips that they speak no guile: 

11  Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. 

12  For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 

prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 

13  And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good? 

14  But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of 

their terror, neither be troubled; 

15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer 

to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 

fear: 

16 ¶  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, 

they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. 
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17  For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil 

doing. 

 

Introduction.  Perhaps the most important word in this passage is the word “Like-

wise” that is found twice, in verses 1 & 7.   The submission that God requires of His 

people is of the same order, no matter what your condition in life.   It is first of all, 

submission to Him and to His commandments.  As Paul also wrote in Colossians 

3:14  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in 

one body; and be ye thankful. 

16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonish-

ing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord. 

17  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giv-

ing thanks to God and the Father by him.  [This passage is followed by exortations 

very similar to what Peter wrote in chapters 2,3.]    

Paul said again in Ephesians 5: 18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; 

but be filled with the Spirit; 

19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 

making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

20  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ; 

21 ¶  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. [This passage is also 

followed by similar instructions to the church, as Peter wrote, and that Paul wrote to 

the Colossians. 

It is not my purpose to go over every one of these instructions one by one. I have 

sermons on these passages and will put them on Sermon Audio;   

It is sufficient to say that God has an order in which you and I are to live in the basic 

instructions of life: the civil condition, the working condition, the family condition, 

the church condition.  God has set forth the order and, although there is liberty in 

how the details are worked out from country to country, family to family, labor law, 

and from church to church, yet the basic structure is based upon submission to God 

and His commandments.   Violations to this submission will bring God chastening 

upon the institution and ruin, and even nature itself will rise against the evildoer.  
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We have read Peter’s instruction to citizens, to servants, to husbands, to wives.  The 

likewise in verses 1 and 7 shows that pattern for this submission is in the obedience 

of Christ, that is described in verses 2:20-24, that under the worst conditions of life, 

you and I are to remain under the yoke and not abandon our post. The Lord Jesus did 

what was commanded of Him by His Father, even though it took Him to the Cross 

and horrible death; but God turned to for the good of His church, and greatly re-

warded the Lord Jesus, but with regard to His humanity, he had to walk by faith in 

the promises just as we do.   We were as sheep going astray, all of us, but are now 

returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls and to the order that He has pre-

scribed. 

 

I want to consider this submission in terms of God Providential Order, Love’s obli-

gation, Conscience as the Candle of the Lord. 

I would lay a few ideas at the door of your mind, and trust that the Lord would open 

our hearts hear and obey. 

 

I. God’s Providential Order. 

A. It is not God’s design that all people be equal, except with respect to the law 

and moral obligation. 

B. The Ten Commandments apply to all, people are not born equal with respect 

to economic condition, talent, ability.  This is shown in the parable of the Tal-

ents, and many other places in Scripture. 

C. Even in the church, there are varieties of gifts and calling, as we read in 1 

Cor. 12, 14, and each is to abide in his/her calling. 

D. As the Gospel progresses in a society there will be more liberty in each of the 

institutions.  Because people are orderly, civil rule will be mild and bearable.  

Labor relations will become more palatable, as slaves are freed. Girls will not 

be treated as family assets to be shopped for the greatest advantage to the 

family, and men will not be trapped in class strata.  But the opposite of all this 

will occur when the Gospel is denied and men rebel against God. 

E.  Authority and Submission is of a piece; hence, the word “likewise.”  If you 

rebel against your “Master” in heaven, then you will have trouble with au-

thority on this earth, wherever your lot in life. 

1. Kings who rebel against God, find their land filled with revolution and un-

rest—witness both David and Solomon, and the kings that followed them.  

If this was the condition in Israel, what must the condition in the rest of 

the world be like? 
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2. Fathers who are negligent of their duty or overbearing in their demands 

will face revolt and apostasy from the faith in their homes. 

3. Employers who are jerks will have trouble keeping good employees. 

4. And so forth.  The right use of authority will encourage proper submis-

sion, and proper submission will encourage the right use of authority, but 

both are under God 

5. There is so much more that could be said.  But you have read the text, and 

you can sort it out; but I have pointed the way. 

6. Psalm 74 

4  I said unto the fools, Deal not foolishly: and to the wicked, Lift not up 

the horn: 

5  Lift not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff neck. 

6 ¶  For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor 

from the south. 

7  But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another. 

8  For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is full 

of mixture; and he poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all 

the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink them. 

II. Love’s obligation.  The example can be in the following.  What is your life for, 

anyway.  Are to live for your own pleasure and desire, or is there another pur-

pose for it.  As a Christian you must answer that there is purpose for it.  And 

what is it:  Examine these passages: 

A. Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 

weak, and not to please ourselves. 2  Let every one of us please his neighbour 

for his good to edification. 3  For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is 

written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. 4 For what-

soever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 

through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 

B. Titus 3:14  And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, 

that they be not unfruitful. 

C. Especially in the church:  Ghost. 

D. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differ-

ences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of oper-

ations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation 

of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  [all together]  The ma-

chine all works together, directed by one Spirit, the Spirit of God.  Living 

stones in a  living building. 

III. Conscience as the Candle of the Lord.  vs. 13-17 
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A. God has put his witness into every man:  Mt 7:12 Therefore all things what-

soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is 

the law and the prophets. 

B. You should use your gifts in such a  way that it encourages others to use their 

gifts.  Smart wives know this, and Smart husbands know this.  Smart rulers 

know this and the land prospers. 

C. Smart employees know this, and so do smart employers.  Even the worldly 

wise know this. 

D. When conscience dies in a nation or in a church or family, you will not be-

lieve the ugly beast that will come out and invade our streets and homes. 

 

Conclusion and Application. Suffering for Well Doing 

Verses 13  And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is 

good? 

14  But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of 

their terror, neither be troubled; 

15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer 

to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 

fear:   [Why do you live as you do?] 

16  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, 

they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.  [Un-

less they be a brute beasts….] 

17  For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil 

doing. 

18 ¶  For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,…  In the days 

ahead, beloved, you may have occasion to return to these passages and know what 

it means to suffer for Christ’s sake.  My time is about gone, but I have been warn-

ing of these days for fifty and more years.  Relief will not come from elections and 

programs, but from spiritual renewal and submission to God as Peter says.  Verse 

16 above: “Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of 

evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in 

Christ.”   

 

 

 


