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Acts 1:9–12 

9  Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 

taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  

10  And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, 

two men stood by them in white apparel,  

11  who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 

This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in 

like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”  

12  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 

near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. 

 

The Ascension 

Acts 1:9-12 

 
INTRO: 
 

We think much about our Lord’s birth, His crucifixion, and His resurrection and we should. If 
it weren’t for the Spirit of God moving Luke to record it, we would know very little about His 
ascension to the Father. Let us sneak in the back of the group of His disciples and watch and 
learn as our Lord ascends to His rightful place at the right hand of the Father. We will learn how 
significant this is and what things we can learn to be applied in our own lives. 
  I. The Ascension (v.9) 
II. The Apostles’ Response (10-12) 
 
I. The Ascension (v.9) 
 
Acts 1:9–12    “Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He 
was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.” 

 
A. We learned earlier in this text that the Lord Jesus was gathered together with His 
Apostles, although we were not told where. We now discover that the conversation took 
place on the Mount of Olives.  
 
B. This was the last speech Christ would give to His Apostles (His sent ones) before He went 
back to the Father. As soon as He finished He began to rise off the earth to return to the 
Father’s right-hand.  
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1. The Lord’s ministry changed with this ascension. First, He had to leave for the Holy 
Spirit to be sent. Jesus told His disciples in John 16:5-7,  

“’Now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You 
going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to 
you.”  

Because of the Lord’s ascension to the Father we were given the Holy Spirit Himself to 
dwell in us. 

 
2. Second, we know our sins are forgiven. Hebrews 10:11-12 records,  

“And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this Man [the Lord Jesus], after 

He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God.”  

Our Lord Jesus sat down on the right hand of the Father because His task of putting 

away our sin was done. 

 
3. Third, He is seated at the right hand of the Father to be our intercessor.  

Hebrews 7:25    “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who 
come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”  
 

C. Significantly, He ascended in a cloud. We cannot say categorically that this is the cloud of 
God’s glory, but remember how a cloud was there when significant things happened in the 
Bible. The cloud announced God’s presence when the Jews left Egypt. A cloud filled the 
Temple at its dedication in Jerusalem. A cloud hid Jesus for a while on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. Now a cloud received Christ up to glory. Finally a cloud will be there when 
Jesus returns. 
 

II. The Apostles’ Response (10-12) 
 

Acts 1:10–12    “And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, 
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into 
heaven.’ Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey.”  

 
A. What do you do when you are standing there and suddenly the Lord Jesus Christ begins 
to rise out of your sight? The Apostles stared after Him. No doubt oceans of emotions 
flowed over their hearts, but we are told nothing about it. A new chapter in their lives were 
about to begin. 
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B. Now as we are looking over Luke’s shoulder at the picture he painted, he points out two 
men who were not there before. “Look!” Luke wrote “see the two men in white robes.” 
Why did God send these two angels to meet the Apostles there? Some say it was to make 
them get on with the task. However, the task was to wait ten more days! He sent them to 
deliver a promise. 
 

1. Hear the promise.  
v.11   “‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as 
you saw Him go into heaven.’”  

This Jesus will return again. 
 
2. Hear it again.  

Titus 2:13    “Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

And again,  
Philippians 3:20–21    “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also 
eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly 
body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by 
which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.” 

One final example of this repeated promise is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.  
“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in 
Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”  

 
C. How did the Apostles respond to this event? We learn from Luke’s first book.  

Luke 24:51–52    “Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was 

parted from them and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him, and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” 

God gave them a joy that I do not understand. 

 

How do we apply all of this? 

 

1. We need to recognize the privilege we enjoy to have the third person of the God head, the 

Holy Spirit living in us. We therefore need to major on,  

Ephesians 6:17    “the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.” 
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2. We need to rest assured that our sins are put away and our sins and iniquities He will 
remember no more. The “I am finished” means it is all done. 
 
3. We must be ready when the Lord appears.  
1 John 2:28–3:3    “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, 
we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. If you 
know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness 
is born of Him. Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that 
we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has 
not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this 
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”  

Work on our relationship with Christ so that we are ready when He appears. 
 


