
From the Most Sinful to His Service! 
Matthew 9:9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw 

a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of 

custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. 

And he arose, and followed him. 10 And it 

came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, 

many publicans and sinners came and sat 

down with him and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees 

saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your 

Master with publicans and sinners? 12 But 

when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that 

be whole need not a physician, but they 

that are sick. 13 But go ye and learn 
what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 

sacrifice: for I am not come to call 
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the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance.  

"
1. Calling Matthew to serve Him 9:9 And as Jesus passed 

forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, 

sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith 

unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and 

followed him. 
a. Matthew is known also as Levi in the Bible Luke 5:27 

And after these things he went forth, and saw a 

publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: 

and he said unto him, Follow me.  

b. Matthew was a tax collector or publican 

i. The publican was considered the most despised, vile, 

and corrupt person in the city 

ii. A publican served Rome, the conquering 

government, against their own people 

iii. Their first loyalty would be to Rome and not their 

own people 
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iv. Being a tax collector was basically a license to extort 

his own people 

v. The tax collector was more despised than even the 

Roman soldiers 

vi. The publicans were barred from the synagogue and 

the people were forbidden to have any religious or 

social contact with them 

vii.He was like a pig, a thief, murderer, and liar in the 

minds of the people 

c. Jesus went to where Matthew was 

i. Matthew had surely heard the preaching 

ii. But Jesus didn't wait for Matthew to come to him but 

instead Jesus went to Matthew 

iii. He went to the despised, the vile, the one everyone 

hated and invited that man to follow Him 

d. Matthew isn't the person most would have looked for 

to serve them 

i. He has a horrible past 

ii. His only friends would have been the very dregs of 

society 
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iii. He was the kind of man that associated with the 

worst element, drunks, prostitutes, and criminals. He 

was not welcome in polite society 

e. There are some great lessons for us 

i. You can’t determine what a person will do for God by 

looking at their past or where they come from 

ii. We should go to them and invite them instead of 

waiting on them to come 

iii. We should see grace and love where others see law 

and condemnation 

"
2. Matthew left it all and followed Jesus 9:9 And as Jesus 

passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named 

Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: 

and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he 

arose, and followed him. 
a. As Matthew writes his story he only says that he got 

up and followed Jesus but there is more to the story 

b. He left everything he had Luke 5:28 And he left all, 

rose up, and followed him.  
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c. It cost Matthew a great deal. 

i. He left the only friends that he had 

ii. He left his business and his wealth 

iii. Can you imagine the way his friends and associates 

must have reacted when he just stood up and walked 

away? 

d. He followed 

i. That means that he gave up his own plans and took 

the plans that Jesus would have for him 

ii. It means that he gave up control of his life, his 

income, his future, and his family 

iii. It meant that he thought that Jesus was more 

important than anything else in his life 

iv. He was literally walking away from his sin, his self, 

his stuff 

v. He was saying that from now on Jesus is my Lord 

and my King 

e. What has your response been to the demands of God 

and the Lord Jesus been? 

i. Do you willing surrender all that you are and have to 

follow Him? 
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ii. Are you willing to allow Him to tell you what to do 

with your life? 

iii. Will you trust Him with your children? 

iv. Will you give up control on your self, your stuff, and 

your plan for your life 

v. Is Jesus worth more than any and every thing else to 

you?  

"
3. Matthew makes an effort to get the gospel to his friends 

10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the 

house, behold, many publicans and sinners 

came and sat down with him and his disciples. 11 And 

when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, 

Why eateth your Master with 

publicans and sinners? 
a. Luke lets us know that Matthew on purpose invited his 

friends to a banquet Luke 5:29 And Levi made him a 

great feast in his own house: and there was a great 

company of publicans and of others that sat down with 

them.  

b. Levi or Matthew makes all the preparations.  
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i. He spares no expense. 

ii. He knows what they expect in a party 

iii. He gets the food, the music, the decoration 

iv. He invites all his work associates, his friends, and 

others to come to his house 

v. Matthew wasn't just walking away. He wanted them 

to know the who and the why of the change in his 

life 

c. Jesus and his disciples are invited to this party 

i. This is an intentional attempt to get his friends to 

know his new friends. 

ii. Matthew is embarking on a new life but not before 

telling his friends of the great change in his life 

iii. Can you imagine the introduction he gives to Jesus 

before inviting Him to speak 

iv. Can you imagine the disciples as they work the 

crowd sharing what God has done in their lives 

d. This was very unusual 

i. A very prominent religious leader, Jesus, is meeting 

with the untouchables. 

ii. The disciples are seated at the table with them 
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iii. The discussion tonight isn't about earthly gain but 

about what Jesus can do in their lives 

iv. Why are they all giving up their lives to follow this 

new teacher 

v. The grace of God, His mercy, and salvation are put 

front and center to people who would never hear 

otherwise 

e. What effort have we made to get the gospel to our 

friends? 

i. Have you intentionally invited them to church? 

ii. Have you shared your faith? 

iii. Have you had them over for coffee and explained 

who you are and what you are doing? 

iv. Do you try to hide the Christian side of your life? 

v. Do you tend to think that business and church don’t 

mix?  

"
4. The great lesson about salvation in this story 

a. The religious people could not believe that Jesus would 

mix with such people 11 And when the Pharisees saw 

it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth 
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your Master with publicans and 

sinners? 
i. If Jesus really was a holy man then He should know 

that these are not holy people 

ii. Religion and preaching were considered to be for 

good people 

iii. The religious people considered some to be beyond 

the reach of religion 

b. Jesus explained His position 12 But when Jesus heard 

that, he said unto them, They that be whole 

need not a physician, but they that 

are sick. 
i. The religious crowd only worked with people that 

were already in good shape 

ii. Jesus came to help the helpless, those that couldn't 

help themselves, the ungodly, those that were the 

furtherest from God Romans 5:6 For when we were 

yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 

ungodly.  
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iii. Jesus came to save those that were still doing 

wrong, not the ones that were on their way to do 

right even Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his 

love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us.  

iv. Jesus came to love those that didn't love God or Him 

I John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us.  

c. For you to really enjoy salvation you must recognize 

your true condition 

i. Were you sick? Before you got saved do you realize 

that you were in bad shape? 

1. It is not just that you were going to hell but that 

you were indeed a sinner 

2. True salvation is for the person that realizes that 

God had to save them, change them 

3. Real salvation is not for the person who is in pretty 

good shape and just signs up with God 

4. Real salvation is for the sick, the dying, those that 

truly see their need 

5. As long as you have a solution Jesus isn't for you. 

He is not just another thing you do to be sure of 

yourself 
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ii. Did you honestly need someone else to get you out 

of the mess you were in 

1. Too many times we think that we weren't like other 

people, such bad sinners 

2. We feel like we could use a hand but didn't really 

need that much help 

3. We feel like we were already doing ok and God 

sure was kind to give us a hand 

4. That is not the picture of Biblical salvation 

iii. Are you sick, the first question was for people that 

are already saved or think that they are. This 

question is for you 

1. Do you realize that you are in trouble 

2. Do you realize that you aren't worthy of being 

helped, saved 

3. Do you realize that God and God alone could 

change you 

4. If you have gotten to that point then He is ready to 

work in your life 

d. Jesus now quotes Scripture to show that His ministry 

was exactly what the Bible said that it would be 13 But 
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go ye and learn what that meaneth, I 

will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for 

I am not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners to 

repentance.  

i. Jesus is quoting Hosea 6:6 For I desired mercy, and 

not sacrifice; And the knowledge of God more than 

burnt offerings.  

ii.God was not looking for more religious performance 

but that they might know Him 

iii.He wasn’t looking for their sacrifices but to show 

mercy 

iv.Jesus came to call sinners to repent and turn to Him 

v.He did not come to get good people and make them 

better 

vi.He came for the horrible like Matthew to completely 

change their lives 

e.Where are you in relation to Jesus 

From the Most Sinful to His Service!, Matthew, Vision Baptist Church, July 13, 2014                                                         Page �  of �12 13



i. Did you come to Him as a sick, sinful, lost person who 

needed God to love you? 

ii.Did you realize that without Him you were nothing 

and could do nothing? 

iii.Are you ready today to place your trust in the work 

that Jesus did on the cross of Calvary? 

"
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