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Tonight we're going to talk about this idea: there are no shortcuts to Canaan. There are no 
shortcuts to Canaan. We'll begin reading in Matthew 3:13 and then we'll go right into 
chapter 4, but I wanted to remind you of a couple of things if I could. It was probably 
what we would call April 14th. Of course, our calendar doesn't line up exactly with the 
Jewish calendar but if we were to rename the Jewish months after our months, we would 
say April 14th, but understand it wasn't exactly April 14th, there was the very first 
Passover when the children of Israel left Egypt 1,446 years before Christ, give or take, 
right? And since they weren't checking off the boxes on a calendar back then, I suppose it 
makes good sense that we're not exactly sure of the year. In any case, they took seven 
days of provisions with them probably because it was about seven days until they would 
start receiving manna from heaven. It says in the book of 1 Corinthians 10, that when 
Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt, he led them through the Red Sea. Now 
listen to this, it calls it, "they were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea." 
That's what 1 Corinthians 10 says. In other words, when we say baptism, it's an 
immersion and so if you were standing up on the shore of the Red Sea but somewhat to 
the side, you would see children of Israel disappearing into the Red Sea because 
remember, it describes the Red Sea as being walls to the right and to the left of them. Do 
you remember that?

So from a certain perspective, it would look like the children of Israel were disappearing 
into the Red Sea. It would look like a baptism, an immersion. Not only that, but 
remember the cloud protected them from the blazing hot sun during the day. Do you 
remember that as well? And you might remember that 1 Corinthians 10 says that they 
were baptized in the cloud and in the sea unto Moses. A lot of people believe that there 
was a sort of misting that was covering the Israelites as they were journeying towards the 
wilderness and so you have a baptism unto Moses.

Now, I am saying this on purpose. Please continue reading with me, or I should say, 
follow along as I read chapter 3, verse 13, "Then comes Jesus from Galilee to Jordan to 
John." Now remember, we find Jesus coming from Galilee. Where was Jesus previous to 
this? Say it again, please? Prior to the baptism? That's right, he came from Galilee so he 
was in Nazareth of Galilee for a little bit, but where was he before then? Say it again, 
please. Egypt, thank you. So the last time we see Jesus in an episode of sorts before we 
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see him getting baptized is where? And then he's baptized. Are you with me? Okay, 
alright.

So I want you to just kind of go with me for a second. After the children of Israel went 
through the Red Sea, they came across bitter waters and Moses took the stick, it says, or a 
tree, and threw it into the bitter waters called Marah and they became sweet. You might 
remember that. And then probably a month to a month and a half after the Passover, they 
come to Mount Sinai and on Mount Sinai Moses goes up onto Mount Sinai and how long 
was he there? Forty days and 40 nights, so let's go through the details. Moses comes with 
the children of Israel out of Egypt. The children of Israel are, it says in 1 Corinthians 10, 
"baptized unto Moses in the Red Sea," so there is a baptism that Moses is involved with 
after coming out of Egypt. Then, get this with me, he comes out of Egypt, he's involved 
with a baptism, and then he spends 40 days and 40 nights with God. Are y'all with me? 
Alright.

Look at chapter 4, verse 1, "Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was 
afterward an hungred." I want you to be absolutely in the light as to what my agenda is 
tonight. My agenda is to show you that Jesus is not only the ultimate Christ. Remember 
the children of Israel were called the anointed of God in the Old Testament and Jesus is 
the anointed of God in the New Testament. You might remember that, right? 

And then we also talked about how Jesus because of chapter 1, verse 1, is better than 
Adam, the book of the generation of Jesus Christ. Remember the last time we saw that 
was the book of the generation of Adam in Genesis 5:1. Do you remember that?

Then we talked about Jesus is better than Abraham. He's the son of Abraham and he 
really is the blessing to all nations. We spent a whole sermon on every one of these, okay, 
and it's on SermonAudio.

Then we talked about Jesus is better than David. As the son of David, he is the one who 
is the King over not just the children of Israel but over all the earth. Do you remember 
that?

Then we talked about Jesus is better than Joshua because remember that episode later in 
Matthew where he doesn't curse the people who rebuild Jericho, he heals their blind. Do 
you remember that? He doesn't crush Jericho. He finds the crushed outside of old Jericho. 
Remember we showed you that? And Jesus' name, if you were to give the Hebrew 
equivalent is what? Joshua, good, okay.

So we're not just saying that he's better than the Old Testament Israel or Adam or 
Abraham or David or Joshua. In fact, remember I told you one of the reasons he was 
baptized is because he was 30 years old and that was his way of being initiated into the 
priesthood and remember that Jesus was the mediator of the new covenant and remember 
he stood before Caiaphas, the high priest, and Caiaphas did what to disqualify himself 
from being the high priest? Rent his clothes. Thank you. Wow, you're great.
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Okay, so we have all these things that Jesus is being proven that he is better than. Tonight 
we're going to find out he's better than Moses. Hopefully I’ve laid the groundwork for 
you to be able to see that I’m not making this up. Why did Matthew put one episode right 
after the other the way he did? Jesus comes out of Egypt, he's involved with a baptism 
and then he spends 40 days and 40 nights in a wilderness. Mount Sinai was in the 
wilderness of Sinai, okay? That's what it says in Exodus 19.

So now, let us continue in verse 3, "And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. But he," Jesus, "answered 
and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." So get this: what did the children of Israel start 
receiving when they went into the wilderness? Manna from heaven, okay? And now 
Satan wants Jesus to make it for himself. "Use your power to benefit you, Son of God, if 
you're the Son of God." And so I don't want to repreach Pastor Sean's message. You 
might remember chapter 4, verse 4, here, Jesus quotes out of what book? Say it again, 
please? Deuteronomy. Who wrote Deuteronomy? Moses did. 

Look at verse 5, "Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a 
pinnacle of the temple," probably wanted Jesus to become king that day so that he 
couldn't die and then become king and so he offers him one of two temptations that offers 
Jesus a shortcut to the throne and one of them surely if in the middle of Jerusalem you 
throw yourself down and everyone sees angels catch you, they're going to make you king. 
I want to remind you of John 6, after Jesus fed them in the wilderness it said they desired 
to make him king. Okay? 

So the Israelites are ready for a king and Jesus could have become king if he would have 
just thrown himself down and done that amazing trick in front of everyone. And does he 
own the angels? What evidence do we have that he could've beckoned the angels later in 
the book of Matthew? Garden of Gethsemane. Thanks, Mike. Yeah, you had it up here, 
Sister you had it. He could've called 12 legions of angels. It wasn't that the angels were 
outside of the realm of Christ's authority. He was being tempted to use his authority. Let 
me just say it this way if I could and upset some of you. We're getting started and I need 
to get your blood pressure moving. Jesus was being tempted to act like an American, to 
use his rights to benefit himself. I think we've confused that sometimes, my dear brothers 
and sisters in Christ. And you're looking at someone that has almost 14 years invested in 
the defense of this nation so I don't speak lightly of America or freedoms but I do want to 
remind you that Jesus does not have an American flag stamped on the seat of his britches. 
It's very important that we do not equate Christianity with Americanism because here 
Jesus had the right to throw himself down. He had the right to make himself bread and he 
didn't do it.

Now then, in verse 6, "And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down." 
Now, Jesus quotes out of a book in verse 7, what book is it? That's what Satan quotes out 
of. What does Jesus quote out of in chapter 4, verse 7? We looked at it last week. 
Deuteronomy 6, and who wrote Deuteronomy? For the second time, Jesus quotes out of 
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Deuteronomy, a book that Moses wrote. Who wrote the Psalm, by the way, that Satan 
quoted? Moses did. I'm starting to see a little pattern here. And who got bread in the 
wilderness? Well, the Jews thought that Moses gave it to them because Jesus said in John 
6, "Moses gave you bread like you think but it was from really the Father." So the Jews 
really think Moses gave them the bread. They had him in high esteem to the point where 
if you look later in chapter 23, Jesus said, "You have this thing in their synagogues 
known as Moses' seat and the Pharisees sit there and, boy, do they like telling you rules 
from Moses' seat." 

Then we come to verse 8, the text for this evening, and it says, "Again, the devil taketh 
him up into an exceeding high mountain," and my question is, "How in the world did he 
get there? Just like that?" Well, you know, I suppose there's a lot going on in the spirit 
world and we find Philip in Acts 8 being whisked away to another part of the place of 
God's creation just like that. He's warp speed gone and he's in another place. I don't have 
a hard time believing that they traveled that quickly to a high mountain. 

I don't have any hard time believing that and moreover, what mountain are they on? What 
mountain would it make sense that they were on if we're Moses all through this passage 
of Scripture? We have a couple of guesses. One might be Sinai and one might be Nebo 
where Moses died; where Moses looked out into all of Canaan and saw what he could not 
have because of one act of disobedience. One act of disobedience. But because of his 
position, he was held to a higher standard. Did you hear me? Because of his position, he 
was held to a higher standard and it took one act of disobedience for him to no longer be 
able to go into Canaan. It's very difficult to accept that, isn't it?

So Jesus is tempted and it says he shows him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory 
of them. And I don't know, you'll forgive me if I'm not willing to get on the literalist 
bandwagon here and say that they saw everything from Wisconsin all the way around to 
Illinois, you know, because here's the fact: there's something in the way if we're talking 
about physical eyes and it's called the curvature of the earth. Eventually you're not going 
to see any further. Is it possible they supernaturally saw every kingdom of the world? 
Sure and it doesn't even have to be the whole globe, it could be the known world, the 
Roman government, I suppose. But be that as it may, I don't know that we have to say 
that. I think it could be figurative for they looked out as far as they could see and I 
understand on a clear day from a high point on the earth's topography you could see 
upwards to 35 miles if it's clear enough. Look, you can see 35 miles in every direction. I 
can see why Matthew might say, "He looked at all the kingdoms of the world," that is the 
known world. I hope you'll forgive me if you think I’m not being literal enough on that 
because it's certainly not the point of the passage.

But I do want to just add a little light from the book of Luke where Satan says that the 
kingdoms were given to him to give to whosoever he would. Did you notice that Jesus 
doesn't argue with Satan here? Did you notice that he doesn't say, "What do you mean?" 
in verse 9. "And saith unto him," Satan said, "All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt 
fall down and worship me." Well, certainly if they weren't Satan's to give, this would 
have been a fine time to inform him, but the fact is they were his in some regard. He is 
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called the god of this world, 2 Corinthians 4, and the prince of the power of the air, 
Ephesians 2:3.

So I have something up here that you can get if you'd like, it's a manuscript of a lesson I 
taught in that room over there during our Genesis series and it talks about how Satan 
could with some authority say that the kingdoms were his to give. Basically they were 
given to Adam, weren't they, and someone took them from him. Anyway, if you need 
something to put in that special place where you read, there you are. Alright, I said 
special place. Why are you laughing, Nicky? So verse 9, that wife of mine. I love you. 

Verse 9 says unto him, "All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me." Well, that seems pretty audacious, doesn't it, but that is what you do for a 
king, you fall down. The word there is to lick the hand of a master like a dog does. I don't 
think that Satan was hoping that Jesus would lick his hand, but I think he was looking for 
a respectful, an ornamental, a customary kiss on a ring, if you would, like you would for 
a sovereign. This word is used often through the Gospels as a way for a subject to kiss his 
master's hand and so Satan was saying, "If you will bow to me as your king, I will share 
my kingdom with you." Think about it. Satan said, "If you will treat me like your king, I 
will share my kingdom with you." There is something here.

And Jesus for the third consecutive time quotes out of the book of Deuteronomy. In verse 
10, "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence," or get away from me, "Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." Or better 
yet, you should only kiss the hand of the master who made it all. Yeah. I love it when the 
Lord takes the words of the wicked one and uses them against him. Like someone said 
last week, Jesus actually wrote Deuteronomy so we're not surprised that he knows it.

But I want you to notice the timing of the Lord in verse 11. "The devil leaves Jesus and, 
behold, angels came and ministered unto him." Now, why is that significant? Because 
just a few verses earlier, it was a part of the temptation to use these very same angels to 
do the bidding of the wicked one. You see, the angels were Christ's all along and the 
temptation was to do that which benefited me before it was the proper time. And here we 
are, the temptations are gone and now we have the very same angels that to utilize them 
just a few verses earlier would have been a fall of the very impeccable Son of God, but 
now it is holy and righteous and unspeakably appropriate for the angels of God to 
minister to Jesus.

Now, it's not just the word "angels," it's the word "minister" that is key here because the 
temptation was to have the angels carry Jesus when he threw himself from the temple. 
And here we have the angels ministering to Jesus and the idea in this related word is that 
they carried him like a man under his shoulders. Here is Jesus, he hasn't eaten in 40 days 
and 40 nights and he has endured a great fight of afflictions. He has endured temptations 
and he is very weak to the point where bread would have been good; staying in Jerusalem 
would have been good; bowing and maybe kissing the hand of a king might have been 
okay if it meant having rulership because you can save some Jews if you're in charge of 
all the kingdoms. Think about the ramifications of that. All of that would have been sin. 
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Using the angels would have been sin, but doing the same thing at the right time made it 
right. 

Let's work through that. There are things that we partake of, there are things that we 
would do that at one time it's okay and at the other time it's not okay, and you're going to 
be tempted to say, "I don't like that. I want a hard fast rule." But you cannot find a verse 
in Scripture that says it's wrong to call upon the angels to minister to you and yet Jesus 
would have been sinning if he would have called on the angels to minister to him in 
verses 5 and 6. But here are the angels now ministering to Jesus at God's appropriate time 
and it's perfect.

Now, there is application all over the place for this. PCSing, sex within the bounds of 
marriage. There is application all over the place for this. Desiring a new vehicle, a new 
house. Desiring a particular change in a relationship. There are amazing amounts of 
application for this that you can take the right thing and perform it or have it done or 
arrange for it at the wrong time and all of a sudden it is no longer the right thing. Are you 
hearing me? Yeah, consequences are amazing. So imagine, I don't think it's a stretch to 
say that Jesus came walking out of the wilderness in verse 12, being borne partially by 
angels ministering to him. Matthew 4 is all about God getting glory by saving sinners and 
he does so through an impeccable Christ who won't jump the gun to get his kingdom.

So look at verse 14. Are they, that is the angels, not all ministering spirits? Now look 
here, this is good news, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation. 
Sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation. What did the angels do for 
Jesus at the end of the temptation? They ministered to him. What are angels sent forth to 
do for those who shall be heirs of salvation? Minister to them. Angels are sent forth to 
minister to you as much as they are to Christ. That's profound.

But more profound than that is the usage of the future tense. Ministers for those who shall 
be heirs. Look at it in your Bible or you'll never remember it. They are sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation. Guess who got you to your day of 
salvation when God chose you and secured your salvation through Calvary? It was the 
angels sent to protect you to get to your day of salvation. Sent to make sure that when 
your car should have gone off the road and you should have hit an embankment and you 
should have died in your lost state and you should have gone to hell, no, angels woke you 
up in time and veered you back on the road because those angels were dispatched to your 
side because you should be or would be an heir of salvation. Not because you are, but 
because you will be. Think that through. We are fellow heirs with Christ even down to 
the minutest detail of a recipient of the ministry of angels. Well, that was not planned. 

Now then, I want to give you three pieces of evidence that Matthew was conveying this 
message that Jesus is better than Moses. We've already talked about it. We've talked 
about the theme and we've talked about the proof text. Jesus could have quoted Scripture 
from any book of the Old Testament, is that right? But he chose a book of Moses. 
Arguably Moses wrote most of Deuteronomy, probably didn't record his death and burial. 
I know that might bother some of you, but that's the end of Deuteronomy. You can talk 
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about that and blog on it and everything else, but it's really hard to record your own 
death. I know God could have done it. I get that, but it's just, to me, it's not a natural 
understanding. We're told by Jesus that Moses wrote the law and I think that we can 
definitely and I’m understating the reality, we can trust that.

So Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy and some of the Psalms and I 
would even say part of Job were written by Moses and so probably 20% of the Old 
Testament was written by Moses. There was plenty of other Old Testament passages 
Jesus could have quoted from to combat the temptation of the devil and he quoted 
something Moses wrote all three times. That's significant. So we've already looked at it 
and there they are right there. So the question really is: with three quotations of Moses 
from one section of Scripture, one might think Jesus was seeking to prove a point. And 
the point is he's doing what Moses did and he's quoting what Moses wrote, the question 
is: can he do what Moses didn't do?

Now then, let's consider further the nature of the three temptations because when Jesus is 
being told, "Maybe you should make water or you should make bread for yourself," I 
want you to know that the big question among the Jews was, "Jesus, are you as good as 
Moses? Are you like Moses?" I mean, if you think this through with me, go back to 
Deuteronomy and we're going to stay in Deuteronomy the rest of this message which is 
just, I mean, it's quickly getting away from us.

Look at Deuteronomy, please. I want you to look at chapter 18 and I want you to see 
what the Jews were expecting. You say, "Why are we talking about the Jews?" Because 
Jesus was a Jew, okay? Jesus was a Jew. Our salvation is of the Jews. Deuteronomy 18, 
are you there? Look at verse 15, "The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me." Do you see that? Moses promised 
the children of Israel that God would bring a prophet along just like him. Verse 16, 
"According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the 
assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me 
see this great fire any more, that I die not." Look at verse 20, "But the prophet, which 
shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to speak, 
or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die."  

Look at verse 18. Here's the one I definitely want you to see. "I will raise them up a 
Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee," God says to Moses, "and will put my 
words in his mouth." So the children of Israel are expecting another prophet like Moses, 
right? Moses brought them bread. Moses brought them bread around the 40 days and 40 
nights that he was with God in Sinai and might just make it a little bit more real to you, 
they were involved with 40 years in the wilderness as well.

So it would have been very easy for Jesus to fulfill even what...think about this, if you 
would, Deuteronomy 9:9. Look there with me. Look back at chapter 9, "When I was gone 
up into the mount to receive the tables of stone, even the tables of the covenant which the 
LORD made with you, then I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights," look at 
what he says next. Look at what he says. Look at what Moses says, "When I was with 
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God forty days and forty night, I did not eat bread or drink water." So here's Jesus in the 
middle of 40 days and 40 nights of fasting and the devil is tempting him. Why is the devil 
tempting him? Because he wants the children of Israel to know and he wants Jesus to 
know first and foremost, "You're not like Moses. You are not the fulfillment of 
Deuteronomy 18 because if I can make you make bread for yourself here in the 
wilderness, then that means you're not as good as Moses who didn't eat bread for 40 days 
and 40 nights."

There is also this idea of angels. Look at Deuteronomy 33. You might notice a theme 
here. The theme is Deuteronomy. All three temptations were answered out of 
Deuteronomy and I want you to notice that all three temptations came out of 
Deuteronomy. I showed you the first one. "Be like Moses. Are you as good as Moses? 
You can make bread. You can make bread. Moses made bread. Can you make bread? By 
the way, you wouldn't be hungry anymore." The devil was kind of not showing his cards 
there but the Lord Jesus is entirely too smart for the wicked one.

Deuteronomy 33:2, if you would. Notice what it says, "And he said, The LORD came," 
this is Moses talking. Verse 1, "this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God 
blessed the children of Israel before his death. And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, 
and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran," this is 
Deuteronomy 33:2, look at the last half of the verse, "he came with ten thousands of 
saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them. Yea, he loved the people; all his 
saints are in thy hand." Notice who the Lord came with when he gave his law to Moses in 
chapter 33, verse 2: he came with ten thousands of saints.

Now, I know when we think of saints, we think of saved people, but even Jude in verse 
16 says, "Behold the Lord comes with ten thousands of his saints to judge those who are 
ungodly of their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed." He uses "ungodly" 
like five times in that verse. It's kind of funny actually.

So there are many times in Scripture where the word "saints" just means holy ones and 
there are many times when that refers to simply angels. Here is one of them. In Acts 7, 
Stephen preaches from this passage and in Galatians 3, Paul preaches from this passage 
and he says the law was given through angels. So here is Moses for 40 days and 40 nights 
on Mount Sinai in the wilderness of Sinai meeting with God and he receives the law of 
Moses. He receives the law from God at the hand of thousands of angels. So when we 
think of the second commandment and we think of Jesus who is being tempted 40 days 
and 40 nights and he's already been tempted to do that which Moses would not do and 
that is eat during the fast, now he's being tempted to see if he ranks up to Moses. Not are 
you like Moses but now are you as good as Moses? Can you show angels are a part of 
your 40 days and 40 nights? So he's being tempted here again. "Can you show me? Can 
you show these people that you are the prophet like Moses?" Are you following me?

So what's next? The shortcut to Canaan. Look at chapter 34 of Deuteronomy. You know 
what happens in chapter 34, don't you? Look at verse 1, "Moses went up from the plains 
of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho." 
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Look there: over against Jericho. "And the LORD shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto 
Dan, And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, 
unto the utmost sea." So they looked from Nebo all the way to the Mediterranean Sea. 
Did you all get that? Everyone with me? Alright, "And the south, and the plain of the 
valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar," verse 3. Zoar was there back with 
Lot in Genesis 19. You might remember that. Verse 4, "And the LORD said unto him, 
This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will 
give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go 
over thither."  

So God brings Moses up into Mount Nebo, shows him the land and then says, "You can't 
go in here." Think about it. Think about it. Moses just spent 40 years protecting the 
children of Israel from God. I know God is gracious and merciful and I don't want to 
paint like he didn't love the children of Israel. He certainly did but you need to read your 
Old Testament to remember that Moses kept the children of Israel from being burnt off 
the globe a couple of times. If there was anyone that was patient, it was Moses. Called the 
meekest of the whole earth. Can you remember this? In fact, God was so impressed with 
Moses and I say that in a human way, he was impressed as if he could be impressed with 
anyone. He was so blessed by Moses as if he could be blessed by anyone. But how in the 
world do you use language to describe how Jesus or how God felt about Moses? He was 
ecstatic about Moses and now you're going to keep Moses out of the land of Canaan?

So when we think about the third temptation and we find it should say Matthew 4:8-10, 
that's a typo. And when we find that now Satan, what is Satan suggesting? Now, again, 
remember the nature of what's happening here. Jesus is living the scheme of Moses going 
into chapter 4. He is tempted three times in a manner that would remind him that he is 
supposed to be the fulfillment of the Moses prophet and Jesus three times responds from 
the writings of Moses. Very clearly, if you don't try too hard to resist it, you should be 
able to see Moses is in view here. So now you have a very similar thing. They're on 
Mount Nebo, God and Moses, and Moses is looking far, so far away he can see the 
Mediterranean Sea. He looks up to the north and it says he saw all that particular land, 
names it, looks to the south and he can see all that particular land, names it, and then God 
says, "You can't go in there." 

What exactly is Satan doing here asking Jesus something like this? Is this a chance you 
want to take? Moses sat there. He couldn't even go into the land. He was not even worthy 
of the land. He followed the Lord for 40 years of wandering, couldn't even enter the land. 
He served his people for 40 years and could not even enter the land. They provoked God 
and provoked him and when he could not even enter the land, much less lead those 
people, the people he interceded for time and again and again and again and again, their 
offspring went into the land. They never would have reached the land if it wasn't for him. 
If anybody should have been leading those people, taxing those people, having those 
people kissing his hand, it should have been Moses. 

It seems so unrighteous and unfair of God to keep Moses out of Canaan and so we see in 
Matthew 4. We see that Jesus and Satan are looking at all the kingdoms of the world from 
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a high mountain and it's as if Satan is saying, "Is this the chance you wish to take to serve 
your Father for years and years and years and get nothing that's coming to you?" How 
about this, "How about the kingdom is mine to share and I will share it with you if you 
will just acknowledge that I am the regent and then you don't have to worry about God 
doing to you what he did to Moses." Jesus is not just like Moses as Deuteronomy 18 says, 
Jesus is not as good as Moses, Jesus is actually better than Moses because Jesus not only 
could look over into Canaan to where he could go and where he would die, but he would 
look over into Canaan where he would arise from the dead. I dare say from Mount Nebo 
he could see the garden tomb. I dare say from Mount Nebo he could see the Mount of 
Olives from where he would ascend. I dare say from Nebo if it was Nebo, it was some 
high mountain, I dare say that he could see Galilee where he would fish with his disciples 
for a few weeks after his resurrection. I promise you that Jesus thought through the 
ramifications of Moses and the fact that he served the people of God for years and years 
and years and got nothing and now he has the opportunity to take a shortcut and be the 
ruler of those wicked stiff-necked people that should be crushed with a rod of iron.

Well, Jesus is better than Moses. You see, in Matthew 2 here's what we have. Please 
listen and then I’m going to be done. He knew the last time the children of Israel desired 
salvation 400 long years ticked off the clock. Long days of brick making, back breaking, 
spirit crushing work where the Israelites cried out to God like some thrashed desperate 
monotheists who were tempted to be agnostic or at least antagonistic and Jehovah sent a 
sign showing, miracle working man by the name of Moses and this fear of Hebrew 
uprising brought the quaking hearts of the ancient Egyptians to the point where they were 
willing to commit mass infanticide, really genocide. So listen now, God intervened and 
there came a boy who was saved from the wrath of Pharaoh. Moses was first rejected by 
the elders of the very people he sought to redeem. Moses spent 40 years being prepared 
by both temptation and triumph. The Father and the angels, the thirst and the dirth, he 
knew every part of the saga, Jesus knew. Jesus remembered that there would be death for 
the killing king before there could be an exodus from Egypt. Let me say this again. Jesus 
knew when he was coming into this mess of the first Moses, that there would be a king 
that would seek his death and who was that king? Who was the Pharaoh of Jesus' day? 
Herod. 

So it's been 400 years since Malachi and it's just like the children of Israel in Egypt. 
There are kings coming from the east now and they're coming to serve notice that a star 
has been born. Once again, not so great King Herod is intimidated and frightened. This 
new Moses is about to be born and this new Pharaoh is about to try to kill him. Not in ark 
of bulrushes, but in a manger in Bethlehem. And he's carried to Egypt until the death of 
the new Pharaoh, unlike the old Moses who was carried from Egypt to be saved from the 
old Pharaoh. Until the death of the new Pharaoh named Herod, allows for the ultimate 
exodus. This time it is not Israel, the firstborn of God, who is saved, now it is Jesus, the 
firstborn of creation, who is saved out of this new Pharaoh, Herod. 

And now we talk about Matthew 3. What do we see here but King Jesus, the hope of 
years, the consolation of Israel, the dayspring of heaven, the hero of our hearts. He is here 
to save us from the Romans. Yippee, skippy. We don't have to pay anymore taxes to the 
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Romans. They will no longer loot us, bed our daughters, steal our wives, humble our 
fathers, steal our last mules. This is that Jesus that is a miracle worker like Moses that 
will save us like Joshua and reign over us like David. It's a new day for the Jew. But he's 
not making bread for us and the angels are not speaking to him. We saw it. He had a 
chance and we would probably be his people if he would just step up and be our king. 

But wait. Whereas Moses spends 40 years in a desert, Jesus spends 40 days in the desert 
expressing himself as the ultimate one. Think about it. Isn't this capstoned at Calvary? He 
is Christ without God on a cross in a desert of his own that we will never experience. 
That makes him better than Moses. Moses spends 40 days and 40 nights hearing from 
God. Jesus spends 40 days and 40 nights apparently not hearing from God. Temptation 
on every side. For Moses, you see, it was already clear that he was a sinner but the 40 
days and 40 nights that Jesus endured was to assure everyone including Satan that Jesus 
was better than Moses and he was not a sinner. Moses was preceded by his older brother, 
Aaron, who was a prophet for the God figure Moses, but the greatest prophet, John the 
Baptist, was a forerunner for the God-man Jesus. Moses is baptizing the children of Israel 
to himself in the Red Sea, but this new Moses is calling people to be baptized in his name 
unto repentance. The old Moses spends 40 days and 40 nights before bringing, listen to 
this, commandments down from Sinai. This new Moses preaches a new law, a law of 
Christ, from a small mountain way off in Galilee. It turns out it will be in Galilee of the 
Gentiles where he's giving a Sermon on the Mount, not Ten Commandments. In this 
Sermon on the Mount, he takes the letter of the law and kills the soul and he makes it a 
spiritual matter, a heart matter, and says, "You heard Moses say this, but I tell you. You 
heard Moses say this, but I tell you." Six times in the Sermon on the Mount after he 
spends 40 days and 40 nights in a desert. He brings back a new law for a new people. 
Moses is striking a rock so that water can come out of it. Jesus, the new Moses, is the 
smitten rock where all can find water. Moses signifies the first covenant by the sprinkling 
of the blood of animals to never actually wash away sin but Jesus on the night of his 
betrayal said, "This is the blood, my blood, of the new covenant which is shed for many." 
The old Moses meets a fearful God on Sinai and the people stay away, but the new Moses 
goes up to God and brings us with him. The old Moses dies, never to lead God's people to 
the land of promise by virtue of disobedience, but this Jesus dies and lives again and 
because he was totally obedient, he is the author and the finisher of our faith and he still 
lives today. Moses never enters Canaan but Christ, because he was obedient to the Father, 
gets Canaan and Europe and Asia and Africa and Australia and the Milky Way and 
CX24957 and Hercules and all the stars are his and all the galaxies are his. Bless his holy 
name! It's all his because he was obedient. Obedient to the Father. At that moment when 
our names are called at death, we pass it all like that on the way to the throne of God. The 
old Moses is spending another 40 days and 40 nights in Mount Sinai but Jesus spends 40 
days with his people, the disciples, before ascending again to the Father. The old Moses 
offers a covenant relationship with those who will become Jews, but the new Moses 
offers a covenant relationship valid for both Jews and Gentiles. 

Why? Why? Why? Why? Why? Here's why and then we'll pray: because he's better than 
any hero you can dream of. Some of you are going to choke when I ask this question. 
Were you disappointed when Lebron didn't win another NBA title? Hold your phone. Did 
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it bother you when Leon M. did not score in the final game of the world cup? Were you 
shocked when your political messiah didn't get voted into office? Were you smitten when 
a mentor was found in immorality and to cover it up he killed himself before anyone 
could hold him accountable? All the heroes of history have let us down. We have found 
out that they were mortal. We found out that they were troubled. We found out that they 
were human. Just fallen humans, but Jesus knew history. He is the quintessential student 
of history and in his essence he knows everything in every way from every angle and 
every absurdity of every ridiculous outcome. He's so brilliant. He knows the one, he is 
the one who forgets nothing, predicts everything and not just everything but everything 
that can come from every possible everything.

My point is there is nothing of which he did not know the ins and outs and he entered this 
history and was soiled by our history and trashed by our history and made history on 
Calvary. Becoming history to include us in a never ending historic victory, never ending 
historical eternity, because he did not bow, he obeyed. He became obedient even to death, 
the death of the cross. I love having a hero that I won't pick up the phone one day and 
find out that he killed himself in the middle of the cornfield because he was covering up 
the fact that he impregnated a teenage girl. I love the fact, listen, are you listening to me? 
I love the fact that I’ll never get a phone call that says that my hero, King Jesus, just 
overdosed in a hotel room because he was covering up an immoral thing that he did with 
a woman. He was with someone outside of his marriage. I'm so glad that I’ll never have 
to apologize that my hero got up some time in front of a camera like an idiot and said, "I 
don't want to be anybody's role model." I'm so grateful. Are you hearing me? Jesus will 
still never disappoint us. Are you frustrated with where you work? Are you upset about 
where you work? Do you find disgust in the neighbor sometimes? I want you to know 
that you need to spend some time, Isaiah 26:3, fixing your mind on Jesus so that you can 
find perfect peace in the middle of turmoil, in the middle of the storm. I want you to 
remember it was tough for 40 days and 40 nights and the Son of God did not capitulate. It 
would've been very American of him to exercise his rights, but you and I tonight would 
be looking at Christless eternity if he had done so.
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