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WHAT HAPPENED AT SYCHAR? 

 John 4:1-43 

 

In John 3 we have the record of Jesus, the Christ confronting a proud Pharisee named Nicodemus 

and Jesus told him that his religion was not enough.  Nicodemus: “You must be born again!” 

 

WHAT HAPPENED AT SYCHAR? 

 

John 4:1-45 

 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and 

baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his 

disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4  And he had to pass through 

Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 

journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.  

 

7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink."  8 

(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 

him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" ( For Jews 

have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, 

and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he 

would have given you living water."  11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to 

draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12  Are you 

greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his 

sons and his livestock." 13 Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be 

thirsty again,  14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 

forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 

eternal life."  15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be 

thirsty or have to come here to draw water." 

 

16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here."  17 The woman answered 

him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband';  

18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What 

you have said is true."  19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 

20  Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place 

where people ought to worship." 21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is 

coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.  22  

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 

Jews.  23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.  24 God 

is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth."  25 The woman 

said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he 

will tell us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." 
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27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but 

no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?" 28 So the woman 

left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 "Come, see a man 

who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" 30 They went out of the town and 

were coming to him. 

 

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 32 But he said to them, 

"I have food to eat that you do not know about."  33 So the disciples said to one another, 

"Has anyone brought him something to eat?" 34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the 

will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.  35 Do you not say, 'There are yet four 

months, then comes the harvest'? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields 

are white for harvest.  36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit 

for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.  37 For here the saying holds 

true, 'One sows and another reaps.'  38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. 

Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." 

 

39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, 

"He told me all that I ever did." 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to 

stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his 

word. 42 They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, 

for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world." 

 

43 After the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a 

prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans 

welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had 

gone to the feast.         ESV 

  

 

WHAT HAPPENED AT SYCHAR? 

 

One of the lost sheep is found by the Lord.  

One of the little dogs is given a crumb which fell from the master’s table.         

 

Many people reject the doctrine of election. 

People are afraid of what they don’t understand. 

The election of grace is simply God’s mercy. 

If it were not for God’s mercy, none would be saved! 

 

Ex 33:18-19 “And he {Moses}said, ‘Please, show me Your glory.’ Then He {God} said, "I will  

 make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before 

 you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I 

 will have compassion." 
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Paul, in Romans 9, reveals the great lesson of God’s sovereignty:  

 

9  I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the 

Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could 

wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the 

glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong 

the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, 

blessed forever. Amen. 

 

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from 

Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his 

offspring, but "Through Isaac shall your offspring be named." 8 This means that it is not 

the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are 

counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: "About this time next year I will 

return and Sarah shall have a son." 10 And not only so, but also when Rebecca had 

conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and 

had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might 

continue, not because of works but because of his call— 12 she was told, "The older will 

serve the younger." 13 As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 

 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he says 

to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 

have compassion." 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who 

has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you 

up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the 

earth." 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

 

19 You will say to me then, "Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?" 20 

But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, 

"Why have you made me like this?" 21  Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out 

of the same lump one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable use? 22 What if 

God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much 

patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of 

his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us 

whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?  

 ESV 
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God’s elect are found in strange places: 

  

Luke 4:16-30 

 

16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to 

the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 

 

18  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind, 

 to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

19  to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

 

20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all 

in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has 

been fulfilled in your hearing."  22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words 

that were coming from his mouth. And they said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 23 And he said to 

them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Physician, heal yourself.' What we have 

heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well."  24 And he said, "Truly, I say to 

you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown.  25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many 

widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, 

and a great famine came over all the land,  26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to 

Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.  27 And there were many lepers 

in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 

Syrian."  28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And 

they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which 

their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their 

midst, he went away.     ESV 

 

God’s elect are found in strange places: 

 Nicodemus, a Pharisee, comes by night; seeking understanding; 

 A Samaritan woman at a well in Sychar deep in ignorance and living in sin;  

 One of two thieves hanging on a cross beside the Savior. 

 

God’s elect are found in strange places: 

 

In John Chapter 3, Jesus encounters a man, a Jew, a Pharisee, self-righteous, religious and lost. 

 

In John Chapter 4, Jesus encounters a woman, a Samaritan, immoral, nominally religious and 

lost. 
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Here, Jesus crossed the boundaries of racial prejudice.  He is the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world.  Is He the Savior of the Jews?  Yes, and He is the Savior of the Samaritans 

and He is the only Savior! 

 

Background: 

 

      Religious enmity {hatred} between Jews & Samaritans: Who were the Samaritans?  

 

 Israel’s last king was Hosea, who was a vassal to Assyria, but then he changed his 

allegiance to Egypt.  Samaria, the capital of Israel (northern kingdom), was put under siege by 

Shalmaneser and in 722 B.C. most of the Jews were carried away [2 Kings 17:3-6].  Only the very 

poor and undesirable remained in Samaria.  Foreigners were brought in from Babylon and other 

territories and intermarried with the Israelites.  They were then called Samaritans, named after 

the capital city of Samaria.  They pleaded with the king to send them a priest to teach them "the 

law of the God of the land."  They developed a cult which was adulterated Judaism and idolatry.  

 

 In 586 B.C., some of the Samaritans came to Zerubbabel and offered to help rebuild the 

temple.  They were rudely turned away and so began the hatred between the Samaritans and the 

Jews.   

[Ezra 4:1-3] 

 

With that as an introduction and background let’s “expose” the text of John 4. 

 

Notice Jesus’ use of mashals {Jewish riddles}, a word has two meanings and may be understood 

in a physical sense or a spiritual sense.  {a physical temple or Jesus’ body} 

 

Some closing observations:  

 

      Race and religion don’t matter! 

 Only one Christ; Only one Gospel;  

      Place of worship is not what matters; the character of recipient  

       (a self-righteous Pharisee or a prostitute have same need) 

      

 What happened at Sychar? 

 A sinner got saved! 
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