
 

 

Morning Sermon July 13, 2014 
“Basic Training for Disciples” Luke 17:1-10 

At the feet of Jesus, is the place for me, 
There, a humble learner, would I choose to be. 

—P. P. Bliss. 

 

After warning the larger crowd, including the Pharisees, about the 
danger of loving money, Jesus turns His attention back to His 
disciples. 
 
Now, it is important to know who the “disciples” were.  The apostles 
were disciples, but not all disciples were apostles.  None of us in 
2014 can be apostles, but we all should be disciples!  A disciple is 
primarily a learner, especially a learner who has a relationship with 
his Teacher, His master, his Rabbi, for us Jesus.  
 
Yet, not all called “disciples” were LEARNERS, some were more like 
fans or groupies, they “sought” Jesus for the wrong reasons (John 
6:24-27); such disciples did not last long with Jesus, as His 
“teaching” offensive to them – 

60
 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, "This is a 

hard saying; who can understand it?"  
61

 When Jesus knew in Himself 
that His disciples complained about this, He said to them, "Does this 
offend you? 
 
62

 "What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was 
before?  

63
 "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The 

words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.   
64

 "But there are 
some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him.  

65
 And 

He said, "Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me 
unless it has been granted to him by My Father."  

66
 From that time many 

of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. (John 6:60-66 
NKJ) 

 
I. Beware of causing sin, offenses  – 

NKJ  
Luke 17:1 Then He said to the disciples, "It is impossible that no 

offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come!   
2
 

"It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and 
he were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these 
little ones.   (Luke 17:1-2 NKJ) 

1. Offenses, what are offenses? 
σκάνδαλον skandalon {skan'-dal-on} ("scandal")  

Meaning:  1) the movable stick or trigger of a trap, a trap stick 1a) a trap, 
snare 1b) any impediment placed in the way and causing one to stumble or 
fall, (a stumbling block, occasion of stumbling) i.e. a rock which is a cause of 
stumbling 1c) fig. applied to Jesus Christ, whose person and career were so 
contrary to the expectations of the Jews concerning the Messiah, that they 
rejected him and by their obstinacy made shipwreck of their salvation 2) any 
person or thing by which one is (entrapped) drawn into error or sin 
 

2. There are 101 or a thousand or a million or more offenses, 
temptations, we are bound, in a world filled with sin and 
sinners, to run into these things, but WOE Jesus says, to anyone 
who would bring such an offense / scandal. 

3. Note a “WOE” is the opposite of a blessing / Death by quick, 
irresistible drowning would be preferred! 

4. How CAREFUL we should guard against such a thing: 
A. Careful about our words, language, teaching. 
B. Careful about our example, our life, our influence; do we 

practice what we preach, do we walk the TALK? 

 
II. Be ready to confront and forgive sin – 

3
 "Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; 

and if he repents, forgive him.   
4
 "And if he sins against you seven times 

in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, `I repent,' you 
shall forgive him."   (Luke 17:3-4 NKJ) 
 

1. FIRST, Confront your own sins - "Take heed to yourselves” 
2. Confront and “rebuke” your brother when he sins against you. 
A. This means going directly to that person 
B. This is referring to real sin!  How do we know “real sin?”  

4
 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is 

lawlessness. (1John 3:4 NKJ) 
 
4
 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 

transgression of the law. (1John 3:4 KJV) 
 
If we cannot find a Bible verse or passage speaking about a particular 
sin, we should ask ourselves, is this thing we are condemning really 
sin?  The Pharisees often confronted, even Jesus, with what they 
thought were sins, but they were wrong. 



 

 

3. Forgive and forgive often - :4 
This is the MARK of who we are as Christians, not that we are perfect 
and immaculately RIGHTEOUS, but that we are extremely READY to 
forgive – 
12

 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender 
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;  

13
 bearing with 

one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint 
against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.  
(Colossians 3:12-13 NKJ))  

“To be morose, implacable, inexorable, revengeful, is one of the 

greatest degeneracies of human nature. To remember injuries, to retain 

a sense of wrongs, to watch for opportunities for revenge, to hate and 

be maliciously perverse, is to represent the image of the devil to the 

world in its proper colors; he is the great enemy and self-avenger. On 

the other hand, no grace, no duty, no ornament of the mind is in itself 

so lovely, so praiseworthy, or so useful to mankind, as are meekness 

and readiness to forgive. This is that principally, which renders a man a 

good man, for whom one would even dare to die. And I am sorry to add 

that this grace or duty is recommended by its rarity." John Owen  

III.  Believe in God and you will not need MORE faith – 
5
 And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." 

 
6
 So the Lord said, "If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to 

this mulberry tree, `Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,' 
and it would obey you.   (Luke 17:5-6 NKJ) 
 
Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it 
out?"

 20 
So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say 

to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
`Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for 
you. (Matthew 17:19-20 NKJ) 

 
In Matthew 17 they were failing in regard to casting out demons, here 
maybe they are contemplating dealing with SIN, both their own sin and 
the sin of others, both are major tasks and it may be to the apostle’s 
credit that they were daunted a bit by them.  Yet, what they and we 
need is not more faith, or BIGGER faith, but rather true faith in a 
BIGGER GOD!  Faith in FAITH will not save us … God saves, Jesus saves! 
 

IV. Be faithful, humble servants, don’t expect 
applause or rewards – 

7
 "And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, will say 

to him when he has come in from the field, `Come at once and sit down 
to eat '?   

8
 "But will he not rather say to him, `Prepare something for my 

supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and 
afterward you will eat and drink '?   

9
 "Does he thank that servant 

because he did the things that were commanded him? I think not.   
10

 
"So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are 
commanded, say `We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was 
our duty to do.'" (Luke 17:7-10 NKJ) 
 

What is the point here that Jesus is making?  He is concerned with the 
attitude of His disciples – 
 

1. A disciple of Jesus Christ should not be looking for rewards or 
applause simply for doing what is required. 

2. We should especially NOT expect rewards or applause on earth! 
 
It is a temptation that happens to the true servants of God, they look 
around and see ungodly people prospering, seemingly blessed, while 
they are NOT – Psalm 73:2-14.   
 
Yet, what we should look at is not rewards the ungodly SEEM to 
receive, rather we should look to how our LORD Jesus was rewarded 
for true righteousness while He was on earth! 
 
2
 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 

that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

3
 For consider Him 

who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls.  (Hebrews 12:2-3 NKJ) 
 

3. These verses do not mean God will not reward us – 
10

 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you 
have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, 
and do minister. (Hebrews 6:10 NKJ) 
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