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Message #70              Matthew 20:17-28 

 

As we come to this part of Matthew, we come to a section that truly puts Christ-like ministry in 

perspective. 

 

THOSE WHO WILL END UP  GREAT  WHEN CHRIST REIGNS AS KING WILL 

HAVE BEEN THOSE WHO  SERVED  OTHERS WITH THEIR LIVES AS HE DID. 

 

Now you will carefully notice that the section begins (v. 18) and ends (v. 28) with a focus on the 

“Son of Man.”  This was a title that emphasized the reality that God became man and deity 

became humanity.  This was the title used by Daniel to refer to God coming to earth to reign  

(Dan. 7:13-14). 

 

The verses in between describe the humility and servanthood of God on earth. 

 

PART #1 – Jesus tells His disciples again  exactly  what will happen to Him.  20:17-19 

 

This is not the first time Jesus has discussed what is going to happen to Him with His disciples.  

This is certainly not new truth to them (Matt. 12:40; 16:21; 17:22-23).  What is new about this is 

that now He was heading to Jerusalem. 

 

(Event #1) - He would be  delivered  to the chief priests and scribes.  20:18a 

 

(Event #2) - He would be  condemned  to death.  20:18b 

 

(Event #3) - He would be handed over to the  Gentiles .  20:19a 

 

(Event #4) - He would be  mocked  to death.  20:19b 

 

(Event #5) - He would be  scourged .  20:19c 

 

(Event #6) - He would be  crucified .  20:19d 

 

(Event #7) - He would not remain  dead .  20:19e 

 

PART #2 – Jesus is asked by James’ and John’s mother to  honor  her sons.  20:20-21 

 

The verbs of verse 22 “you do not know” and “what you are asking” are plural verbs.  What this 

means is that the boys were in on this with their mother, something clearly affirmed by Mark 

(Mark 10:35-36).  What this means is that these two had just heard Jesus graphically describe 

what would happen to Him in Jerusalem and instead of focusing on His upcoming suffering, they 

are focused on themselves and their desire to be great. 
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PART #3 – Jesus  responds  to James and John and their mother.  20:22-28 

 

(Response #1) - You are  ignorant  of what you are requesting.  20:22a 

 

In fact, Luke says in his account that they didn’t have a clue what Jesus was even talking about 

(Luke 18:31-34*). 

 

(Response #2) - You will drink of the  same  cup I drink from.  20:22b-23a 

 

James ended up being martyred by Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-2).  John ended up being exiled to 

the Alcatraz prison island of Patmos. 

 

(Response #3) - The decision of one honored in Christ’s kingdom is made by God the  Father .   

                              20:23b 

 

He will decide who sits where in His Son’s kingdom. 

 

(Response #4) - The other disciples are  indignant  at the request of the two.  20:24 

 

They are not bad because the matter is so offensive in view of the suffering of Christ; they are 

mad because they are jealous.  The word “indignant” is the same one used in Matt. 21:15, 

pertaining to the chief priests and scribes.  It is the same word used in Matt. 26:8 in reference to 

the disciples.  The word seems to suggest not just an anger, but an arrogant anger that flares up 

by something circumstantial that doesn’t agree with the way one sees things. 

 

(Response #5) - Jesus addresses  all  the disciples about kingdom honor.  20:25-28 

 

Point #1 - Gentile rulers rule by  lording  their power and authority over people.  20:25 

 

Point #2 - Great leaders in God’s kingdom do not operate like the  Gentile  rulers.  20:26a 

In fact, the goal is serving, not ruling. 

 

Point #3 - Great leaders in God’s kingdom are  servants .  20:26b 

The Greek word for servant is diakonos from which we get our English word deacon–ministry 

servants. 

 

Point #4 - Great leaders in God’s kingdom are  slaves .  20:27 

The Greek word for slave is doulos–total submission and total binding to Jesus Christ. 

 

Point #5 - Great leaders in God’s kingdom  give  their lives for others.  20:28 

The word “ransom” means Jesus paid the price to set us free from our sin and He paid the price 

with His own life.  Great disciples give up their own lives for others! 

 


