
 

HEBREWS 13:17                                                                                                       SONGS:     222      5      336     271               

                                                  OBEYING SPIRITUAL RULERS!   

I.  THOSE WHO RULE 
A.  Christ is the one infallible authoritative ruler of his church. 

1.  Jesus Christ is called in Hebr.13:20 the Great Shepherd of the sheep. 
2.  Christ is the one appointed by God to be the prophet, priest and King of his people. 
3.  Christ is the foundation stone upon which the Church is built, living stone by stone. 

B.   Christ cares for his church through under-shepherds. 
1. The Greek work for “them that have the rule over you” is translated elsewhere as chief & governor. 
2. They have received power from Christ to preside over his assemblies, to declare his will and 

execute his laws, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all authority and longsuffering. 
3. Not self-appointed, but appointed and qualified by Christ through his Spirit. 
4. These leaders are the three special offices prescribed by Christ in the New Testament. 
5. This corresponds with Christ’s three-fold office of prophet, priest, and king. 

C.  The calling of these leaders:  
1.  It is two-fold: It is to teach and it is to rule. 
2. They are stewards of Christ (Titus 1:7), to superintend and provide for God’s family. 
3. They are servants unto God’s people (II Cor. 4:5). 
4. They are servants together of the church and therefore must therefore cooperate. 

D.  The plurality of the leaders: “them”. 
1. The leadership of the local church is not left in the hands of one man to dominate!  
2. Besides the pastor there are those who assist him and act as a check upon him. 

II.  THE DUTY ENJOINED! 
A.  Our calling corresponds to their calling: (two fold). 

1.  They teach. We are to listen and obey. 
2.  They rule. We are to submit and honor. 

B.  How we do this. 
1. To ignore, belittle, or rebel against their authority is to despise Him whom appointed them. 
2. The obedience in NOT a blind obedience, but follows a ‘being persuaded’. Faith! 
3. This obedience is not merely an outward act, but prompted by submissive hearts. 
4. This obedience is not limited to their teaching, but their rule. 
5. We are enjoined to cultivate an obedient, compliant and submissive spirit, honoring those to whom 

honor is due out of love! 

C.  Not an absolute obedience. 
1.  This is an obedience to be shown to those who faithfully perform their office. 
2.  The marks of true servants of Christ are given in other places of God’s Word. (I Tim.3) 
3.  Our obedience given to our church leaders is an obedience to Christ.  
4.  Have we gone from one extreme: the subjugation of the laity to another extreme: the domination 

of the laity? 

III.  THE REASON FOR THIS DUTY.  
A.  The Divine motive. 

1.  A watchfulness of greatest care and diligence. “they watch for your souls” 
2.  True under-shepherds have no selfish aims but only the spiritual & eternal good of flock. 
3.  We esteem them highly in love for their work’s sake (I Thess. 5:12,13). 
4.  They watch for our souls as those who must give an account. 

B.  The human necessity. 
1. Our flesh does not like to obey authority or honor those above us. 
2. To rebel and treat ill God’s servants is to despise God’s mercies to us! 
3. Not only do church leaders work with a heavy heart, but the Lord himself is displeased! 
4. Our church leaders are encouraged in their work by a church that is responsive and docile. 

    C.  A walk of prayer. 
          1.  The writer of this epistle sought the prayers of the Hebrews. 
           2.  Believers owe those who minister to them that they earnestly remember them before God. 


