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KJV – Revelation 14:14-20 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 35 

Introduction: 

     This lesson covers the reaping of the earth’s harvest. This story shows us a picture of that golden 
age that is to come, just as in the Old Testament with the harvest and vintage that always preceded 
the Feast of Tabernacles. This was their great feast of jubilation and joy, well this story here tonight 
shows us a picture in the future of that harvest, just before the long-awaited millennial reign of the 
LORD Jesus Christ. But first the ripened harvest must be reaped, and the reddened vintage must be 
trod. Both are pictures of judgment that one day will soon come upon this earth.  

Revelation 14:14-20 

14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having 
on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, 
Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 

16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. 

17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 

18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to 
him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of 
the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 

19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into 
the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the 
horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs. 

     The LORD’s parable of the wheat and the tares casts light upon this harvest. Satan sows his tares 
among the wheat, and they are both now growing together, both the wheat and tares toward the 
day of the harvest. In the early stages, Satan’s weeds are so much harder to detect, they look exactly 
like the wheat. But after a while the tares begin to show the black darnel as they try to tower above 
the golden strands of the wheat. Do we pull them up, and risk destroying some of the wheat also? 
No, but this does not mean we do not reprove, rebuke and correct actions, works and deeds of the 
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fellow professors, in love with the spirit of meekness. Let God’s word do a work on them but do not 
try to destroy them because that is the job of the reaper at the day of the great harvest.  

Revelation 14:14 

14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having 
on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 

     John writes as not only a hearer of this message but as a spectator also. This is a picture of the 
LORD Jesus Christ returning; this is second coming not rapture. “Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:29-30).  

     His picture to come using the metaphor “like unto” shows Christ the Son of man, returning - 
having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. This word for crown, is the only 
place in the Bible that it is mentioned of Christ wearing a στεφάνος; / “Stephanos,” other than His 
crown of thorns. Every other time it speaks of His return He is wearing a “Diadema.”  
 
This crown as a “stephanos” could show a picture of His right to execute judgment as the victor. Not 
only is this His Sovereign right to judge, but He has earned and won that right as well. 4735 
stéphanos – properly, a wreath (garland), awarded to the victor in the ancient athletic games (like 
the Greek Olympics); the crown of victory.  
 
This crown described here is the same type of crown that will be given to the Saints as a part of 
their reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ. There are five different types of “stephanos” crowns 
awarded.  
 

1) The Imperishable Crown – (1 Corinthians 9:24-25) “Do you not know that those who run in a 
race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And 
everyone who competes for the prize is temperate [disciplined] in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown” (NKJV). All things on this earth 
are subject to decay and will perish. Jesus urges us to not store our treasures on earth 
“where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19). This is 
analogous to what Paul was saying about that wreath of leaves that was soon to turn brittle 
and fall apart. But not so the heavenly crown; faithful endurance wins a heavenly reward 
which is “an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved 
in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:3-5). 
 

2) The Crown of Rejoicing – (1 Thessalonians 2:19) “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?” The 
apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:4 to “rejoice always in the Lord” for all the bountiful 
blessings our gracious God has showered upon us. As Christians we have more in this life to 
rejoice about than anyone else. Luke tells us there is rejoicing even now in heaven (Luke 
15:7). The crown of rejoicing will be our reward where “God will wipe away every tear . . . 
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the 
former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 
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3) The Crown of Righteousness – (2 Timothy 4:8) “Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me 
only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” We inherit this crown through the 
righteousness of Christ which is what gives us a right to it, and without which it cannot be 
obtained. Because it is obtained and possessed in a righteous way, and not by force and 
deceit as earthly crowns sometimes are, it is an everlasting crown, promised to all who love 
the Lord and eagerly wait for His return. Through our enduring the discouragements, 
persecutions, sufferings, or even death, we know assuredly our reward is with Christ in 
eternity (Philippians 3:20). This crown is not for those who depend upon their own sense of 
righteousness or of their own works. Such an attitude breeds only arrogance and pride, not 
a longing, a fervent desire to be with the Lord. 

 
4) The Crown of Glory – (1 Peter 5:4) “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 

the crown of glory that does not fade away.” Though Peter is addressing the elders, we must 
also remember that the crown will be awarded to all those who long for or love His 
appearing. This word “glory” is an interesting word referring to the very nature of God and 
His actions. It entails His great splendor and brightness. Recall Stephen who, while being 
stoned to death, was able to look into the heavens and see the glory of God (Acts 7:55-56). 
This word also means that the praise and honor we bestow to God alone is due Him because 
of who He is (Isaiah 42:8, 48:11; Galatians 1:5). It also recognizes that believers are 
incredibly blessed to enter into the kingdom, into the very likeness of Christ Himself. For as 
Paul so eloquently put it, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18 NKJV). 
 

5) The Crown of Life – (Revelation 2:10) “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to 
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and 
you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 
This crown is for all believers, but is especially dear to those who endure sufferings, who 
bravely confront persecution for Jesus, even to the point of death. In Scripture the word 
“life” is often used to show a relationship that is right with God. It was Jesus who said, “I 
have come that they may have life and that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
Just as things such as air, food, and water are vital for our physical lives, Jesus provides us 
what is required for our spiritual lives. He is the One who provides “living water.” He is the 
“bread of life” (John 4:10, 6:35). We know that our earthly lives will end. But we have the 
amazing promise that comes only to those who come to God through Jesus: “And this is the 
promise that He has promised us—eternal life” (1 John 2:25). 

 

Revelation 14:14 

14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having 
on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 

     Not only in the picture does He have a crown but He has in His hand a sharp sickle. This sickle 
shows forth a picture of the judgment of this world. This picture of the sickle shows the swift, fast, 
and devastating force of His judgment.   
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Revelation 14:15-16 

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, 
Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 

16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. 

     I want you to remember this is a picture, the exact details will not occur in this exact manner, 
however the general outcome will have the same end results.  

The whole earth will experience this ferocious judgment of God. This harvesting judgment was 
clearly predicted by Jesus Christ: 
 
Matthew 13:24-30 

24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which 
sowed good seed in his field: 

25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 

26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy 
field? from whence then hath it tares? 

28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go 
and gather them up? 

29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 

30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather 
ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 

     Just what is the meaning of this parable, and just what is the general outcome of this harvest in 
Revelation chapter 14? 
 
Matthew 13:36-42 

36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, 
saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 

37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 

38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children 
of the wicked one; 

39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the 
angels. 
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40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 

41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity; 

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

     This harvest will be executed by the LORD Jesus Christ as well as the impending judgment that 
accompanies it. “And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man” 
(John 5:27). It will be fast and swift, those that this judgment falls upon will not have the time nor 
the desire to repent.  
 
Matthew 24:37-42 

37 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 

39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. 

40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 

Revelation 14:17-18 

17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 

18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to 
him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of 
the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 

     This angel is coming to vindicate the prayers of the Saints, the judgment is about to start and the 
vine of the earth is about to be chopped up, along with all the fruit of this vine. This picture sets the 
stage for the great battle of Armageddon that is further detailed in the Scriptures. 

Revelation 16:12-16 

12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 
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13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame. 

16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

Joel 3:2 

2 I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead 
with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the 
nations, and parted my land. 

Zechariah 12:2-11 

2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be 
in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 

3 And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves 
with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it. 

4 In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: 
and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with 
blindness. 

5 And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem shall be my strength 
in the LORD of hosts their God. 

6 In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch 
of fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: 
and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem. 

7 The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah. 

8 In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at 
that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before 
them. 

9 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against 
Jerusalem. 
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10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for 
his firstborn. 

11 In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddon. 

     Zechariah speaks of the devastation foreshadowed for Jerusalem during the great tribulation in 
chapter 14. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and 
the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the 
residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. The wide area encompassed by all of these 
prophecies includes the entire land of Israel and corresponds to the area which Revelation chapter 
14 records.  

Revelation 14:19-20 

19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into 
the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the 
horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs. 

     God has predetermined the date, the time and the exact location. He has foreordained that this 
last great battle that leads to this great blood bath will occur outside of the city of Jerusalem. He has 
further purposed that the lamb, returning as the loin will be the main vindicating force in this great 
battle. The LORD Jesus Christ will fight for what He was purchased.  
 
Zechariah 14:1-9 

1 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 

2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses 
rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the 
people shall not be cut off from the city. 

3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 

4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, 
and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and 
there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of 
it toward the south. 

5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: 
yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the 
LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 
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6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 

7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, 
that at evening time it shall be light. 

8 And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the 
former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 

9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. 

 
 
 

 


