
 God, Who Began the Good Work, Will Finish It (Part II)   Philippians 1: 3-8 

1) Gospel love that enlarged the boundaries of Paul’s heart 

2) Gospel love that encompassed “the all” & was marked by: 

Intense /expansive passionate fervor for God’s people: note (v 7) 

3) Gospel source of this love & two treasures they share in this love with Paul:   

a) “Partnership in the Gospel…partakers of Grace (1:5, 7-8) 

• Joy is central to our Gospel hope – evidence of the Holy Spirit in our lives:  

1 Thess 1:6; Rom 8: 16-18; 15: 13 

I. A Gospel Outlook/Perspective transforming Joy (1:4) 

I thank my God
 
always…in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy 

• Theme of joy occurs x 16 in 104 verses of this brief letter: x1 in every 7 verses.  

• Dark context of Paul’s circumstances: prison (7) troublers (18) death (2:17) 

• Paul wants Philippians to share his joy (2:18; 3:1; 4:4) Grace in them (4:1) 

a) Joy is not based on outward circumstances  

• Paul’s circumstances are very challenging; not the basis for his joy (1:7) 

b) The real basis for our Joy: God’s character and faithfulness  

• Paul’s joy is based in reality, based on the track record of God (vv.5-6) 

• Not only what God did in Philippians “first day” “’til now” (v5) in truth (v6) 

• God will bring it to completion in the day of Christ Jesus (see 3:21) 

c) Joy because of the work that will be completed when Jesus returns in glory 

• See 1 John 3: 2 – God will bring to “completion” but not in the flesh (Gal 3:3) 

d) God works it in us (“grace”) and we work it out (faith in Christ) 

• Sanctification: as much a work of God as sanctification: 1 Cor 9: 24-27; 15:10;  

Has God Begun the Good Work in You? 

•  Are you trusting Jesus’ blood & righteousness rather than your own efforts? 


