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THE SEVENTH SEAL OPENED, REVELATION 8:1-6 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles please to Revelation chapter 8.  We’re going to read together the 
entire chapter, though the focus of our study today is going to be on the first six verses.  
Revelation chapter 8, verses 1 through 13: 

“1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half 
an hour. 

“2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets. 
3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given 
unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar 
which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the 
saints, ascended up before God out of the angel’s hand. 5 And the angel took the censer, and 
filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, 
and lightnings, and an earthquake. 6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared 
themselves to sound. 

“7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were 
cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. 

“8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into 
the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 9 and the third part of the creatures which 
were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed. 

“10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a 
lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 11 and the 
name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and 
many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter. 

“12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of 
the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day 
shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise. 13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying 
through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the 
earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!” 

We completed our study of Revelation chapter 7 last week, and today we begin our study of 
Revelation chapter 8.  Now the reason I am pointing out this transition to a new chapter is 
because it also marks the transition to the third parallel section of this book.   

You recall that when we introduced the book of Revelation, we said that this book was not 
written in a linear fashion; instead, we said this book was written in a cyclic fashion, in which it 



repeatedly takes us on a journey through the time period between the first and the second coming 
of Christ.   

There are seven of these parallel journeys from the first to the second coming of Christ, each of 
which emphasizes different aspects of that time period.   We have been through two of these 
parallel sections of this book already, and now we enter the third.   

The first parallel section was in chapters 1 to 3, which opened with a vision of the resurrected 
and glorified Christ, addressing the seven churches.  These seven churches represent and 
illustrate the challenges and triumphs that churches will face and deal with between the first and 
the second coming of Christ.  That section closed with an allusion to the great marriage supper of 
the Lamb that will occur at the second coming, when we will sit with the Lord Jesus Christ in his 
throne.  So this first parallel section we looked at took us from the resurrection to the second 
coming, and it focused on the spiritual warfare that the churches will face during that timeframe.   

The second parallel section we looked at was in chapters 4 through 7, which opened with a 
vision of the resurrected Christ being given all authority in heaven and in earth, when He was 
given the scroll that was sealed with the seven seals.  Each seal, as it was opened, told us how 
evil men would behave between the first and the second coming of Christ.  We looked at the 
metaphor of the four horsemen, and saw that evil men will carry out their evil work of pursuing 
conquest and instigating wars and causing famine and bringing about death.  We also saw that 
evil men will hate and persecute and martyr Christians during this age.  All of this was disclosed 
in the first five seals.  But we saw in the sixth seal at the end of the age, when Jesus returns, His 
wrath will fall on the wicked, while the righteous saints will be protected from that wrath, and 
will be brought into the glories of heaven to be in the presence of Christ forever; and thus, 
chapter 7 closed.   

So the first parallel section told us what the churches would experience between the first and 
second coming of Christ.  The second parallel section told us how evil men would conduct 
themselves in the world, and how they would conduct themselves towards Christ and towards 
Christians between the first and the second coming of Christ.  And then, of course, it told us of 
their fearful final judgment.   

Now today we are beginning the third parallel section, which spans chapters 8 through 
chapter 11.  And in this third parallel section, we see that these seven trumpets are sounded.  We 
saw seven churches in the first parallel section; we saw seven seals in the second parallel section; 
and now in the third parallel section, we’re going to see seven trumpets.   

Now these trumpets indicate various kinds of judgments that God is going to pour out upon the 
wicked in this age between the first and the second coming of Christ.  The work of the four 
horsemen, and their persecution of the Christians, will not go unanswered by God.  At the same 
time that the seals are revealing the works of evil men, God is sending forth His trumpets of 
judgment upon them.   
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These trumpets, just like the seals, do not represent a chronological series of events; rather, they 
are events that characterize this age in which we live between the first and the second coming.  
The seals and the trumpets occur throughout this age, and they occur around the world, and they 
occur over and over again through the generations.  The four horsemen ride in every century and 
around the world.  Christians are persecuted and martyred in every century and around the world.  
Likewise, the trumpet judgments occur in every century and around the world.  The only 
chronological aspect of the seals and the trumpets is when they speak of the execution of the 
final judgment at the end of this age, which we see in the sixth seal, and which we will see in the 
seventh trumpet.   

Now the purpose of these trumpets is to bring temporal physical and spiritual judgments upon 
the wicked for the evil that they have done, and to call them to repentance.  What the trumpets 
are, is a sample of God’s wrath to come.  They are warnings to flee from the far greater wrath 
that is to come in the future.  Trumpets sound warnings.   

Turn in your Bibles with me please for a moment to Ezekiel chapter 33.  We’re going to be 
looking together at verses 1 to 4, and I want you to notice the trumpets here and how they 
indicate warning of impending doom, all right?  Ezekiel 33, verses 1 to 4: 

“1 Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, speak to the children of thy 
people, and say unto them, When I bring the sword upon a land, if the people of the land take a 
man of their coasts,” of their borders, “and set him for their watchman: 3 if when he seeth the 
sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; 4 then whosoever heareth 
the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take him away, his 
blood shall be upon his own head.” 

So here’s the watchman on the wall.  He blows the trumpet.  He says, “The sword is coming,” 
and the people go, “Nah, I don’t believe it.”  And then the sword comes and they die.  It’s their 
own fault, because they didn’t listen to the trumpet of warning.   

Now turn back please to Revelation chapter 8.  These seven trumpets that God is sounding in this 
next section in chapters 8 through 11, are trumpets of warning.  They are saying to the wicked, 
God’s wrath is coming—the sword is on its way.  And they don’t just merely utter words, they 
give a sample of what that judgment is going to be like, and they say, If it’s like this in this life, 
guess what it must be like in the next.  Therefore, hear the sound, heed the warning, flee from the 
wrath to come, because if you are greatly disturbed  by all the negative things you experience in 
this life, which are samples of God’s wrath for your wickedness, then how much more are you 
going to be plunged into utter despair when the real judgment finally comes?   

So the wicked are going to experience much judgment from God in this age for the evil things 
that they do, and the trumpets tell us what those judgments will look like, and those judgments 
are designed to call them to prepare for the final day of judgment through repentance and 
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through faith in Christ.  Sadly, what we’re going to see as we proceed through the trumpet 
judgments is that in spite of how bad they are, the people are going to harden their hearts and not 
repent of their wicked deeds.   

Now these judgments, these trumpet judgments, are expressed in language that reflects the ten 
great plagues that God poured out upon Egypt.  What God did to Pharaoh, foreshadows what 
God will do to the wicked in this age who resist the voice of the prophet of God.  In Pharaoh’s 
day, the prophet of God was Moses.  And Pharaoh refused to hear Moses’ voice, even though 
many warning plagues were brought to bring him to repentance.  What did he do?  He hardened 
his heart, right?   

Now the prophet in our day is the Lord Jesus Christ, and Christ is bringing plagues upon the 
world, calling the world to repent.  The world is going to harden its heart, just like Pharaoh did, 
and the world is going to be destroyed in the sea of God’s wrath in the end.  They are going to be 
destroyed, not in the Red Sea, but in the lake of fire.  So you see the parallels.   

So as we look at these trumpet judgments, we see things like hail, and darkness, and locusts, and 
blood, and death, and darkness over the land.  All of these things are intensifications of the kinds 
of plagues that came upon Egypt, and they are intensifications of these plagues because they 
occur over the entire earth and they occur in every generation.  Now these things do not harm 
believers, but they bring great harm to the unbeliever.  That’s not to say these things won’t cause 
some suffering to believers, but they don’t bring any harm to the believers.  They bring not only 
suffering to the unbeliever, but great harm to them. 

So what we want to do today, then, is to look at the opening of the seventh seal and see that out 
of it, not only do the seven trumpets flow, but also the entire rest of the book flows out of this 
seventh seal.  Remember, when God the Father gave God the Son the book in Revelation 
chapter 5, it’s a book with just seven seals, and six of them have already been opened.  And when 
the seventh one is opened, it contains everything else in the rest of the book. 

In the first place then this morning, let us consider together the opening of the seventh seal.  The 
opening of the seventh seal is in verse 1.  Notice: “And when he had opened the seventh seal, 
there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.”   

Now the reaction to the opening of the seventh seal is somewhat surprising to us.  It was one of 
complete and utter silence in heaven, and it wasn’t a momentary silence either.  It says that it 
lasted about the space of half an hour—that’s thirty minutes.  Most of you have been dumbstruck 
from time to time by something that has happened—you’ve been rendered speechless—but 
pretty quickly you recover your wits and start chattering away about what it was that you saw, 
right?  Have you ever been dumbstruck for half an hour?  That’s a long time to be dumbstruck.   
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Why was there the reaction of this profound and extended silence in heaven?  Well, we have to 
look at the Old Testament to understand the significance of silence in the presence of God, and 
what we find is that silence is commanded in the presence of God’s impending judgment.   

Turn with me in your Bibles please to Zephaniah, chapter 1.  We’re going to read the entire 
chapter, not to use up time, but because this is really important.  Zephaniah 1, beginning at 
verse 1: 

“1 The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the 
son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah. 2 I will 
utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the LORD.”  Now that phrase right there tells 
you, Uh-oh, we are introducing judgment here, right?  That’s not a good way to start out.  

Verse 3: “I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of 
the sea, and the stumblingblocks with the wicked; and I will cut off man from off the land, saith 
the LORD. 4 I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims 
with the priests; 5 and them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that 
worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham; 6 and them that are turned back 
from the LORD; and those that have not sought the LORD, nor enquired for him.” 

Now here it is—“7 Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at 
hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests. 8 And it shall come to pass in 
the day of the LORD’S sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king’s children, and all 
such as are clothed with strange apparel. 9 In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on 
the threshold, which fill their masters’ houses with violence and deceit. 10 And it shall come to 
pass in that day, saith the LORD, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and an 
howling from the second, and a great crashing from the hills. 11 Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, 
for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off. 12 And it shall come 
to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled 
on their lees: that say in their heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil. 
13 Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build 
houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 
“14 The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of 
the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble 
and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness, 16va day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and 
against the high towers. 17 And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind 
men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and 
their flesh as the dung. 18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the 
day of the LORD’S wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he 
shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.” 
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What we see here in this declaration of this horrible judgment to come is silence and trumpets.  
Verse 7: “Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD.”  And verse 16: “a day of the trumpet 
and alarm against the fenced cities.”  Now this helps us to understand what the silence and the 
trumpets are all about in Revelation chapter 8.  Turn back, please, to Revelation chapter 8. 

In verse 1, it says, “And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about 
the space of half an hour.”  In other words, when that seal was opened, those in heaven saw the 
judgments that were coming, and they went silent.   

Now it’s not just in Zephaniah that we have this principle of silence in the face of God’s 
impending wrath.  In Zechariah 2 and verse 13, it says, “Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: 
for he is raised up out of his holy habitation.”  God is getting up to execute His judgment—“Be 
silent.”  In Habakkuk chapter 2 and verse 20, it says, “But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all 
the earth keep silence before him.”  It says in Psalm 46 and verse 10, “Be still, and know that I 
am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

And so every time God is about ready to exercise judgment, He commands silence.  The point is, 
the judgment of God is so terrible that all those in heaven fall silent as they contemplate its 
imminent outpouring.  Something so terrible is about to happen, people are rendered speechless.  
So fearful and awful is this retribution that is going to be inflicted upon the wicked that the 
inhabitants of heaven stand dumbfounded in silent amazement at the dreadfulness of it all. 

And what is it that they see, as the seventh seal is opened?  What is it that strikes them silent and 
speechless?  Well what they see that strikes them silent and speechless is the revelation of the 
seven trumpets of God’s judgment.   

So having then seen, in the first place, the opening of the seventh seal in verse 1, notice in the 
second place the revelation of the seven trumpets in verses 2 to 6.  Now notice verse 2: “And I 
saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.”   

Now out of this seventh seal, when it is opened, proceeds the revelation of these seven angels 
standing before the throne of God with their seven trumpets.  Seven, of course, is the number that 
symbolizes completeness.  These seven angels with these seven trumpets represent the idea that 
God will be complete in the judgment that He brings upon the wicked in this age.  He will not 
fail to bring retribution against every wicked person, and none will escape His wrath.  His wrath 
will be complete.  There will be no omissions or places or people that are skipped.   

Our passage says that these seven angels had seven trumpets, and as we have seen, trumpets 
were used in the Old Testament to announce God’s judgment, and that is how they are being used 
here.  They were used for other things, granted, but they were certainly used to announce God’s 
judgment.  It’s important for us to understand why these judgments from God are being sent 
from God upon the wicked, and these next four verses tell us that one of the reasons God is 
pouring out His wrath against the wicked, is in response to the prayers of the people of God.   
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Notice if you will verses 3 and 4.  It says in verse 3, “And another angel came and stood at the 
altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer 
it”—notice—“with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before 
God out of the angel’s hand.”   

Now the high priest would go into the tabernacle in the Old Testament and he would bring coals 
off the brazen altar that was outside the tabernacle into the tabernacle and put those coals upon 
the golden altar of incense, and then he would sprinkle incense on them and the incense would 
rise up, and that was a metaphor, a picture, for the rising up of the prayers of the people of God 
to God.  So burning incense is just simply a metaphor for the rising of our prayers to God. 

Now remember the opening of the fifth seal, back in chapter 6 and verse 9?  Let’s look at that 
again.  Revelation 6, verse 9: “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar”—
this is the altar in heaven, the same altar that this incense is being burnt on and is rising from—“I 
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony 
which they held.”  Now obviously, that was murder—that was unjust.  They weren’t slain for 
some evil they did.  They were slain for bearing witness to the gospel.   

Verse 10: “And they cried with a loud voice, saying,”—and here’s their prayer “How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?”  
So that’s the prayer.  Lord, when are you going to avenge our blood on the earth?  Now God says 
to them, verse 11, The final vengeance for your blood upon the earth isn’t going to take place 
until your fellow servants and their brethren are killed like you are.  But that doesn’t mean God is 
doing nothing between then and the final judgment.  What He’s doing between then and the final 
judgment is the seven trumpets.   

So what were the saints in heaven asking for?  They were asking for justice and they were asking 
for vengeance against their persecutors.  And here in this eighth chapter, we see God’s answer to 
their prayers in the sounding of the seven trumpets.  And while these seven trumpets are not the 
final expression of God’s vengeance, and they are not the full expression of God’s vengeance 
against those who have persecuted and martyred His people, they are the beginning of it, and 
they are, if you will, the earnest of it.  They are the earnest of the full vengeance that will come at 
the end of the age.   

And so what we have here in Revelation 8, verses 3 to 4, is God’s recognition of the prayers of 
His saints, not only in heaven, but also on earth.  It says in verse 3, “all the saints”—the prayers 
of all saints.  So it is saints in heaven, in Revelation 6 and verse 10, and saints on earth who are 
crying out to God against their persecutors.  It says God recognizes the prayers of His saints, not 
only in heaven, but also on earth—the prayers for Him to exercise His justice and to bring 
vengeance upon their persecutors.   
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Now what does God do with this prayer?  Well verses 5 and 6 tell us.  “5 And the angel took the 
censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and 
thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake. 6 And the seven angels which had the seven 
trumpets prepared themselves to sound.”  That’s God’s answer to the prayer of verses 3 and 4.  
Verses 5 and 6 are God’s answer to the prayers of the saints that are offered before God in 
verses 3 and 4.  He hears their cries for justice.  He sees the evil their persecutors have done, and 
He takes action in response to the prayers they have spoken for justice to be done, and God 
begins His retribution by the sounding of the trumpets.   

God has heard the prayers of the saints and the judgments upon the earth are His answers to the 
prayers of the saints.  He begins even in this life to punish the wicked for the evil they have done, 
and unless they repent, they will obtain the full measure of that punishment on the final day of 
judgment.  The point is, God hears the cries of His persecuted people and He will avenge them.  
Our prayers for justice in every generation, in every generation, set God’s judgment in motion.   

Jesus Himself said in Luke 18, verses 7 through 8a, “7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, 
which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 8 I tell you that he will avenge 
them speedily.”  You know, somehow we get this notion that prayers for vengeance are somehow 
unchristian, and yet we see Jesus saying, Your prayers for vengeance are totally legitimate, and 
I’m going to answer them, and I’m going to get the vengeance.  And when the saints in heaven in 
Revelation 6 and verse 11 cry for vengeance, God doesn’t say, Oh, how unchristian of you!  Why 
aren’t you praying for these people’s conversion?   

Now I am not saying we shouldn’t pray for the conversion of people like Saul of Tarsus and for 
all other persecutors of Christians.  But a prayer for their salvation and a prayer for God’s justice 
to be done are not mutually contradictory, because if you are praying for their salvation, what 
you are praying is for God’s vengeance to fall on Christ instead of on them.  It’s still a prayer for 
vengeance, it’s just that the object of the vengeance is their Substitute instead of them.  So don’t 
ever get this notion that a prayer for vengeance is somehow ungodly, because God always gets 
vengeance for sin, either in our Savior or in us.  Thank God that the vengeance didn’t fall on us, 
but it fell on Him. 

The point is, is that the wicked do not get away with their wickedness.  Their suffering that God 
inflicts on them will be far greater than the suffering that they inflict on us.  It’s a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God, and that is exactly where these wicked have fallen.  Those 
who ride with the four horsemen, those who facilitate the persecutions of Christians—the 
Christians cry out to God for justice against them, and God says, I will begin to bring justice.  I 
will cast my lightnings and my thunderings and my earthquakes into the earth, and these seven 
trumpets are what they will look like.   

So these voices and thunderings and lightnings and earthquakes spoken of in verse 5 are God’s 
answer and assurance that He is in the process of pouring out His wrath on the wicked in answer 
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to the prayers of His people, and that wrath is expressed in these seven trumpets, which we will 
look at over the next several weeks. 

But the point is this, God is well aware of the work of the wicked in this age.  God is well aware 
of the pain and the prayers of His people.  And God is moving even now in answer to our prayers 
to bring judgment upon the wicked in this age with increasing intensity, until it is fully poured 
out on the final day of judgment at the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

So we have the trumpets sounding, we have the vials poured out, and what God does is He brings 
judgment and He brings increasing judgment, a more intense judgment, until there is the final 
judgment.  And all along, He is saying to these people, Bow and repent!  And all along, these 
people are defiant in their rebellion against God and in their persecution of God’s people.  So this 
book, as we said, is a book of spiritual warfare.  It’s about the four horsemen riding, and the 
saints crying out, and God blowing His trumpets of judgment and pouring out His vials of wrath.   

Every week we pray prayers for persecuted brethren, don’t we?  We get the reports of the wicked 
doing their wickedness to our brethren, and we pray for our brethren, Lord, have mercy on them.  
And we pray for the salvation of their persecutors, and we pray for vengeance upon those 
persecutors, and justice to be done.   

And God sends out His trumpets of wrath against them, oftentimes not totally destroying them, 
but we read of the calamities that happen to the wicked in the news all the time.  These are the 
messengers of God saying to them, Stop persecuting my people!  These are the messengers of 
God saying to them, Repent of your rebellion against me!  And yet, do they hear?  They think, 
Oh, it was just a natural event; or, Oh, it was just a chance circumstance.  And when God sends 
His messengers, they dismiss them as being not from God at all.  So the world goes on, blindly 
and stupidly towards the day of judgment.   

Recognize that God is acting even now in bringing many temporal judgments, limited 
judgments, upon the world now to punish it for its hatred of Christ and for its hatred and 
persecution of Christ’s people.  So when terrible things happen and we say, Well, that was the 
judgment of God, and people say, Well, who are you to say what God is doing?  Do you have 
God’s mind?  We have God’s word, and when you read about the kinds of things that He says 
He’s doing, through His trumpets and His vials,  then I can say that when those things happen on 
the earth, that was the hand of God.   Think about it: does anything in this world happen without 
the hand of God?  Did the AIDs crisis arise from pure naturalism?  No, that is the wrath of God 
upon sexual promiscuity, and it is saying, Repent!  Obey God in the area of sexual activity.  And 
if you don’t, death awaits.   

Now there are people who would scream at me at the top of their lungs for saying that.  And we 
could say that about so many wars and plagues and earthquakes and tsunamis that happen—
events that wipe out, in the case of the 2004 tsunami, 200,000 people in one day.  That’s the 
voice of God.  It’s God blowing His trumpets.  So when calamity and disaster and death and 
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disease happen on this earth, what is that?  God’s blowing His trumpets.  The people need to 
listen, because there is nothing that happens on this earth that does not happen and unfold 
according to the decree of Almighty God.  And while evil agents may bring to pass evil events, 
God is control, and God uses those things as expressions of His trumpets.   

Well, what I want to do this morning is encourage you, that God is actively responding to your 
prayers for deliverance from persecutors and persecution, and He is actively Himself persecuting 
our persecutors.  Therefore, when you face persecution—which you do if you open your mouth 
at all for Jesus Christ—and you get pushed back; when you cry to God for either their salvation 
or for their judgment, God hears and God is acting in this age in response to your prayers.   

The point of this passage is that the prayers of the people of God set in motion the judgments of 
God.  They pray, God casts out His thunderings and His lightnings; they pray, God sends out His 
trumpets.  And God wants us to know that our prayers have a large part in the execution of His 
judgments on this earth.   

So we don’t just wait for all judgment to happen at the end of the age.  A lot of it is happening 
now and will just be perfected and completed at the end of the age.  Just like a lot of your 
salvation is happening now, but it’s going to be perfected and completed at the end of the age.  
It’s the same way with God’s dealings with the wicked.  Well, let us pray together. 

Our Father, we thank you that you are a God of justice and that you are a God of vengeance, and 
that no wickedness goes unpunished.  Father, how utterly humbled we are that our Lord Jesus 
stood between us and your wrath, and bore the wrath and the vengeance that was directed at us in 
His own person on the cross.  Thank you, Father, that your wrath against our sins has been 
exhausted on your Son.  Your justice has been satisfied, and there is no condemnation for us.   

Father, we look at the world and we see that they do great wickedness, and we ask, Father, first 
of all for their salvation, that they too would enjoy the deliverance from the wrath to come that 
we enjoy.  But Father, for those who are hard and unrepentant, those who are not your elect, we 
pray, Lord, that your judgments would fall on them so that this world would recognize that there 
is a God in heaven who renders justice and judgment, and that there is a day coming when they 
will be held accountable for their sins, and they will recognize that they cannot stand before the 
great day of your wrath. 

Lord, may we preach this message and may through the preaching of it, your elect be called and 
saved, and through the preaching of it, may terror be struck into the hearts of the wicked so that 
they would be restrained from doing their wickedness, lest your wrath fall on them in answer to 
the prayers of the people of God.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen.
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