
Hebrews Chapter 10B 

 

The FX networks mini-series: “The People Vs O.J. Simpson” that aired earlier this year 

was viewed by an average of 8.3 million people every night.  

I find it interesting that 22 years after the original trial there is still such great interest in 

the case. There are some people who call it the trial of the century. 

 I only had the opportunity to view one episode but it happened to be the episode 

where the prosecution convinced the defendant to try on the bloody gloves.  

 Even if you are not familiar with the trial you probably heard that famous line spoken 

by Johnny Cochran, “If the glove doesn’t fit you must acquit.” 

 With that statement Mr. Simpson’s Lawyers were employing something known as 

deductive reasoning in order to persuade the jury. 

 

This type of logic begins with a presentation of the facts and then it asks us to come up 

with a reasonable conclusion in light of what has been presented.  

 This kind of reasoning sometimes takes the form of an “If – Then” statement.           

“If the glove doesn’t fit, (then) you must acquit.” 

 

Well it seems that the writer of Hebrews is using deductive reasoning in order to draw an 

appropriate conclusion from the theological truth claims that he has so powerfully 

presented throughout this book 

 We saw this kind of reasoning employed in Chapter 4: 

 

The truth claim is this:  Hebrews 4:14 Since then we have a great high priest who has 

passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God,  

 The conclusion that is called for in light of the truth: 

let us hold fast our confession. 

 Then he provides another truth statement: 

15  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 

but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

 And then another conclusion: 

 

16  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 SINCE – we have such a great High Priest, Jesus Christ who has ascended to the 

right hand of God where he lives forever to make intercession for us. 

 THEN – Let us hold fast our confession. 

 THEN – Let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace. 

 

Today as we come to Ch. 10, Vs. 19 – 25 we have reached the pinnacle of the book. 



 For 10 chapters we have been climbing a theological mountain. The Holy Spirit has 

provided us with a sure and steady path into the very presence of God, all the while 

keeping our eyes firmly fixed on the Lord Jesus. 

 Now as we arrive at the top of the mountain, having the image of Christ before us the 

author presents a conclusion that is based on the evidence that he has provided. 

o Vs 19-21 he summarizes the theological truth (This is the “Since”) 

o Vs 22 – 25  he concludes with 3 “Let Us” statements that logically flow from 

the theological truth presented.  (This is the “Then” statement) 

o Let’s dig into chapter 10. 

 

Hebrews 10: 19  Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places 

by the blood of Jesus, 20  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 

curtain, that is, through his flesh,  21  and since we have a great priest over the house of 

God, 

 Therefore, in light of the New Covenant established by the blood of the Lord Jesus 

Christ believers have obtained two distinctive possessions that were never available 

under the Old Covenant. 

 

The first of these possessions is a confident access to the presence of God. 

Now, you might remember from our past studies that access to God was something that 

the Old Covenant ceremonial law could never provide. 

 But as believers in Christ we stand before an open door, with free and unhindered 

access to God because our sins which stood in the way have been removed once and 

for all by the blood of Jesus. 

 

Francis Schaffer writes: “The central message of Biblical Christianity is the possibility of 

men and women approaching God through the work of Christ.” 

 This Access to God is the possession of every blood bought believer in Christ and Vs 

20 tells us that this possession comes to us in a new and living way. 

 

 “by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 

flesh,”   

 Our access to God is described as a “New and living way” (NEW is an interesting 

word) It literally means “Freshly Sacrificed” and yet Living. 

o To any O.T. Jew, the words Sacrifice and Living never fit together in the same 

sentence. 

 But to us, this phrase accurately describes the high priestly ministry of our Lord 

Jesus. As a Priest He offered himself as a sacrifice of atonement, put to death in the 

flesh but made alive in the Spirit.”  (1 Peter 3:18) 

 And His torn body, his sacrifice has become the veil through which a man must pass 

in order to gain access to God. 

 



Our second great possession is directly linked to the first. 

Hebrews 10: 21  and since we have a great priest over the house of God,   

 We can enter the presence of God with confidence because we have a mediator, a 

Great High Priest who is already there pleading effectually for our acceptance. 

 Because we have been justified by His blood, adopted into the family of God we can 

come into his presence with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise.  

 Because we have been joined together with Christ in a living union we may come 

boldly to the throne of Grace to receive help in our time of need. 

 Because he has sealed and empowered us with the Holy Spirit we are guaranteed His 

acceptance. 

 

I think I could safely say that the grand theological truths that are laid out for us by the 

Author of Hebrews, when illuminated by the Holy Spirit to the soul of a man are 

absolutely life changing. 

 The exposition of these great truths throughout this letter to the Hebrews leads us to 

the accompanying conclusion. 

 Remember in my opening I described the concept of deductive reasoning. The 

“Since” and “Then” statement. 

 Since the glove doesn’t fit, (then) you must acquit. 

 (In Hebrews)  As we move from verse 21 to verse 22 we transition from the SINCE 

statement to the THEN statements, from the recap of theological truth to the 

application of that truth which is the author’s conclusion. 

 

Verses 22 – 25  Present a threefold conclusion concerning the completed work of Christ. 

We will call them “The Three Lettuces”  

1. Let us draw near                 (Faith) 

2. Let us hold fast                    (Hope) 

3. Let us stir one another up.  (Love) 

 

Hebrews 10: 22  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our 

hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

 Let us draw near – (Present active – Let us keep DRAWING NEAR) 

 

Since we have been given access to the Father through Jesus Christ the Son, it is only 

reasonable that we should by faith avail ourselves of such an amazing privilege bringing 

songs of praise, lifting our voices with the host of heaven in worship. 

 Think about our privilege in this way: We have an open invitation to bring our 

requests, our cares and concerns to the omnipotent sovereign Lord, the creator and 

sustainer of all things. Surely Paul had this access in his mind when he wrote: 

 

Philippians 4:6  do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7  And the peace 



of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

In light of the finished work of Christ we can now draw near to God: 

 with a true heart in full assurance of faith – this is the unwavering confidence that 

comes from faith.  

 

Because the debt of sin has been paid in full by the Lord Jesus Christ we can now 

approach the throne of God by faith boldly, confidently, joyfully. We should not allow 

doubt, confusion or condemnation to hold us back because: 

 Our hearts have been sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 

with pure water. 

 

The Author of Hebrews has clearly communicated that the blood of Jesus cleanses the 

whole of man, inside and out. This is what the Prophet Ezekiel predicted as he looked 

forward to the New Covenant. 

Ezekiel 36:25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all 

your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26 A new heart also will I give 

you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of 

your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 

 

Because we live in a fallen world, because we still drag around this body of flesh. 

We must continually remind ourselves that our assurance, our confidence in approaching 

God does not reside in ourselves but in the work of Christ alone. 

 When our attention is focused on ourselves and our performance we will languish 

away in the mire of despair and doubt. 

 It is only when we look away from everything else and fix our eyes on Jesus that our 

assurance arises and we enjoy the peaceful rest of God’s abiding presence. 

 

So the first Lettuce is the lettuce of faith by which we draw near to God. 

The Second lettuce is the lettuce of HOPE that produces perseverance. 

 

Second Lettuce – Let us hold fast.  (Hope) 

Hebrews 10: 23  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful. 

 SINCE we have confidence to enter the Holy Places by the blood of Jesus and 

SINCE we have a great High Priest. 

 We CAN Hold Fast to the hope that we profess because the one who promised is 

faithful.  

 

This kind of hope-filled perseverance is viewed by the author of Hebrews as evidence of 

Christ’s redeeming work in the heart of man. 



 In his view it is NOT those who persevere who will be saved but rather those who are 

saved who will persevere. He sees Perseverance as one of the evidences or defining 

marks of salvation. We saw this clearly communicated in Chapter 3 

 

Hebrews 3: 6 Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house if indeed 

we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.  

 Where does this perseverance come from?  

 I believe that the new heart and the new Spirit that are given to the believer by God at 

the new birth come with Faith, Hope and Love as standard equipment. If I can use 

such a metaphor. 

 

Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 

this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 God has imparted by means of spiritual revelation through his Word the glorious 

hope of an eternal kingdom where God will dwell with man.  

 A kingdom where sickness and death, violence and war will be done away with. 

 It is this Hope of the glory of God that drives a believer to persevere even in the most 

difficult of circumstances.   Consider Paul’s life. 

 

2 Corinthians 1: 8  For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we 

experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we 

despaired of life itself. 9  Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But 

that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 

 In the face of unspeakable affliction, the Apostle persevered. WHY? He possessed a 

hopeful confidence in God who does not change. 

 

10  He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set 

our hope that he will deliver us again. 

 

Old Bishop Westcott writes: “Hope vividly anticipates that God will fulfill His promises 

in a particular way.” 

 We understand behind all of the promises of the Bible there stands a Sovereign God 

who is immutable. (unchanging) All of his promises are Yea and Amen in Christ. 

SINCE we have confidence to enter the Holy Places by the blood of Jesus and SINCE we 

have a great High Priest over the house of God. 

 THEN we can draw near to God (By Faith) 

 THEN we can hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering (w/ Hope) 

 THEN (finally) We can stir one another up to love and good works.  (In Love) 

 

    3 Let us stir one another up.  (Love) 

Hebrews 10: 24  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 



25  not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 

and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 This last lettuce is different from the previous two. 

 

It is different because it requires a community 

Here in verses 24-25 the effects of Christ’s sacrifice are viewed in the context of 

community, rather than an individual setting. 

 As believers we can express our faith and hope on an individual level  

 BUT it is impossible to practice love apart from of a community. Love by its very 

nature requires others in order to be expressed. 

 So the Author challenges his readers (you and me) to stop and think: 

 

Hebrews 10: 24  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 

 To “Consider” is to think about or reflect on or ponder. 

 And what is it that we are considering? How we can STIR one another up to love and 

good deeds. 

 The words “Stir up” actually translate a Greek word that normally means to irritate or 

even exasperate.  

 BUT the word is used differently here in verse 24, it has a positive connotation.  

 

What the author is describing is a healthy but provocative environment in the Christian 

community where Iron sharpens iron; where believers are actively urging one another, 

provoking one another to express their faith IN love and good deeds.   

 It is not unusual to find provocations, annoyances or friction in a community of 

people.  However, those irritations generally push people to anger and bitterness 

 But here the author is describing a community where challenging words of 

exhortation and encouragement actively motivate expressions of love and good 

works. 

 

In order for this to take place the believers need to be gathering together on a regular 

basis.   (we should take note of that) 

Hebrews 10: 25  not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 Remembering the historical context of this Book the church was undergoing some 

level of persecution under Emperor Nero. 

 Certainly there were some who thought it might be safe, even advantageous for them 

to stay away from the church.    Not so says the author. 

 There is no greater time for the encouragement of the saints and the edification of the 

Word of God than in a time of persecution. 

 As I draw this to a conclusion: 

 



I am sure there are people gathered with us this morning who need to be stirred in all 

three areas of Faith, Hope and Love. 

 There are some people who look at the world around us and seriously question the 

sovereignty of God.  (contemporary events really challenge their faith) 

 There are others who look at themselves and they are certain that they have OUT-

SINNED the grace of God. They are so bogged down with a weight of guilt, feeling 

so unworthy that they can’t worship, they can’t pray.   

o (They need hope) 

 Still others have been wounded, disappointed and disillusioned by professing 

Christians to the point where their faith in God is actually wavering. (love) 

 

There are some who hear me describe the full assurance of faith in Hebrews 10:22 and 

they only wish that they could rest in that assurance.  

 

Indulge me for just a few more moments; I want you to imagine if you will two houses in 

ancient Egypt. Both of them inhabited by Hebrew families. 

 God has given His command for the Passover. 

 The Lamb has been slain and the family is gathered together in the house. 

 

In one house you have the father who sits his children down to explain the commands 

that have come from God. 

 The Kids watch as their dad slays the Passover Lamb and applies the blood to the 

door post and lintel. 

 Then the Father sits down with his kids and says, “Because of that blood all of us will 

be safe tonight when the angel of death visits the land.” God has promised and His 

Word is true. 

 He tucks his kids into bed, kisses them good night and falls fast asleep. 

 

In the house next door, the father also sacrifices a lamb and applies the blood to the door 

posts and lintel. 

 Likewise, he takes his children aside repeating the great promises of God that have 

come through Moses. He says children, “Because of the blood of the Lamb we will 

all be safe inside of our home tonight when the angel of death visits the land.” God 

has promised. 

 He also tucks his kids into bed but about 10 minutes later his oldest son comes to him 

with a worried look on his face. He says, “Dad I am scared! I know the angel of death 

is coming and I am the firstborn.” 

 The Father reassures his son saying, Son God has promises and he cannot lie, so you 

are safe.” 

 Thirty minutes later the son comes in to his father again, “Dad, am I going to make it 

through the night? 



 Dad says come here son and look, the blood is on the door post He will see it and 

pass over us.” 

 Nevertheless, all through the night, over and over again that firstborn returns to his 

father with the same question, “Am I safe?” 

 

Let me ask you IS the boy in the second house in any more danger than the boy in the 

first house? 

NO! He is in no more danger; both of them are equally secure. Their security has nothing 

to do with how they have behaved throughout the day; it has everything to do with the 

BLOOD of the Lamb. 

 Their security was based on the unchanging promise of God  

 

Some of you grab hold of the promises of God in Christ Jesus and you are like the 

children in the first house.  

 You hear the Word of God, you trust in the blood of the Lamb and you are able to 

rest.  

 IN a way that you can’t quite explain the Word of God has washed over your mind 

like the waters of the mighty Niagara. Your conscience has been cleansed, the burden 

of guilt has been removed. The accusing voices that once brought condemnation have 

been quieted.  

 And now the peace that passes understanding is actively guarding your heart and 

your mind in Christ Jesus. 

 

BUT there are others, even though they are under the blood they remain restless, they 

wonder, “Am I going to make it? Am I safe? Are all my sins forgiven?” 

 Like the first group these individuals heard the Word of God. They experienced the 

convicting work of the Holy Spirit and they walked the Isle. 

 Because of their insecurities they walked the isle multiple times. Their constant battle 

with sin and temptation combined with bad teaching cause them to believe that they 

may have lost their salvation. 

 They have been led to believe that if they were truly saved they would not be 

engaged in such a difficult struggle with sin. 

 

Dear friends, so long as we live in this body of flesh we will have to fight the good fight 

of faith. We will continue to put to death the deeds of the flesh. 

 

Our feelings and emotions are as changing as the tides of the sea. They are driven by 

subjective experience, by hormonal swings and even the weather. 

 BUT the grace and mercy of God that have been revealed in Jesus Christ do not 

change. 

 In his Word God has provided “Objective Truth.” Truth that does not change. Jesus 

said: 



 

Matthew 24:35  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.     

 

Our Full assurance of faith is based on the objective truth of Jesus Christ –  

his perfect sacrifice and the everlasting priesthood wherein he is able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make 

intercession for them. (Heb 7:25)  

PRAY 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and 

may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.   24  He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


