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James 4:7-8 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; 
and purify your hearts, ye double minded. !
James provides us a prescription for daily Christian practice in these two verses: Submit to God, Resist 
the devil, Draw nigh to God, Cleanse the outside (hands) and the inside (heart) of the sinner. !
7a Submit yourselves therefore to God. !
Submit/hupotassō:  to subordinate, reflexively to obey, be under obedience, put under, subdue unto, 
be/make subject to/unto, be/put in subjection to/under, submit self unto. !
What is the therefore there for?  !

James 4:6  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble. !

Since God gives exceedingly great favor to the humble, we should practice daily obedience and 
submission to him. !
We should look to Jesus as our example of humble obedience and submission to God. His example of 
endurance should keep us from becoming exhausted in our daily practice. !

Hebrews 12:2-3 2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. !
Luke 22:42b …nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. !

Jesus promises us rest when we submit to him in obedience as he submitted to God the Father in 
obedience. !

Matthew 11:29-30  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
is light.  !
John Gill on Matthew 11:29: “…a man must first make a profession of his faith in the God of 
Israel, and then live conformably to his law: agreeably to this, Christ exhorts such persons 
who come to him for rest and happiness, to profess their faith in him, to embrace 
the doctrines of the Gospel, to submit to his ordinances, and to walk according to 
those laws, commands, and orders, which he, as king of saints, has made, and requires 
obedience to: so those who come to him for life, and believe in him, as the Saviour of their souls, 
though they are not to trust in, and depend upon any duties performed by them; yet 
they are not to sit still, or lay aside the performance of good works, or live a 
licentious course of life, but are always to be doing the will and work of their Lord. 
And this he calls "his yoke”…his disciples should not think it below them to conform to every 
ordinance of his, to every branch of his will; for he has set them an example, that they 
should tread in his steps, and walk even as he has walked.” !

We would not be obedient to God or submit to God without the work of the Holy Ghost in us.  !
Romans 8:7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be.  !!
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We are only obedient to ourselves and only submit to our own wills without the work of the Holy Ghost 
in us. Our self-centeredness results in pride, which is the opposite of humility. !

Proverbs 16:18  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. !
How do we know the will of God and how do we learn of Jesus so that we can practice daily obedience 
and submission to God? !

Psalm 19:7-11 7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the 
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8  The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 
heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9  The fear of the 
LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
10  More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb. 11  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping 
of them there is great reward.  !
2 Timothy 3:14-17 14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15  And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16  All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. !

Biblical examples of pride, God’s corrective discipline, and humility. !
Job chapters 32-41 describe first Elihu’s response (against Job was his wrath kindled, because he 
justified himself rather than God) and then God’s response (Who is this that darkeneth counsel by 
words without knowledge?). !

Job 40:3-5 3  Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 4  Behold, I am vile; what shall I 
answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 5  Once have I spoken; but I will not 
answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no further.  !
Job 42:1-6 1  Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 2  I know that thou canst do every thing, 
and that no thought can be withholden from thee. 3  Who is he that hideth counsel without 
knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, 
which I knew not. 4  Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare 
thou unto me. 5  I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye 
seeth thee. 6  Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. !

When we encounter God’s corrective discipline for our pride, our response is to be humble silence and 
repentance for our sin. !
Daniel chapter 4:1-27 describe Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the 
earth) and Daniel’s interpretation of it (It is thou, O king). !

Daniel 4:28-37 28  All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 29  At the end of twelve 
months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 30  The king spake, and said, Is 
not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might 
of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 31  While the word was in the king's 
mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is 
spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 32  And they shall drive thee from men, and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and 
seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. (Continued)  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(Daniel 4:28-37 Continued) 33  The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: 
and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of 
heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. 34  And at 
the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and 
honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
and his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35  And all the inhabitants of 
the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say 
unto him, What doest thou? 36  At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the 
glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and 
my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was 
added unto me. 37  Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in 
pride he is able to abase. !

When we encounter God’s corrective discipline for our pride, our response is to be humble praise and 
honor of his judgment. !
Acts 7-8 describe Saul’s persecution of the church at Jerusalem. !

Acts 7:54-60 54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on 
him with their teeth. 55  But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 56  And said, Behold, I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 57  Then they 
cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 58  And 
cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a 
young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 59  And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, 
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60  And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. !
Acts 8:1-3 1  And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judæa and Samaria, except the apostles. 2  And devout men carried 
Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 3  As for Saul, he made havock 
of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed 
them to prison. !
Acts 9:1-20 1  And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the 
disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2  And desired of him letters to 
Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were 
men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 3  And as he journeyed, 
he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 4  
And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? 5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 6  And he trembling and 
astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, 
and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 7  And the men which journeyed 
with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8  And Saul arose from the earth; 
and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him 
into Damascus. 9  And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 10  ¶And 
there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, 
Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11  And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go 
into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of 
Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12  And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, 
and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. (Continued)  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(Acts 9:1-20 Continued)13  Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, 
how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 14  And here he hath authority from the 
chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 15  But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: 
for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
and the children of Israel: 16  For I will shew him how great things he must suffer 
for my name's sake. 17  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting 
his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as 
thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost. 18  And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received 
sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 19  And when he had received meat, he was 
strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 20  And 
straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. !

When we encounter God’s corrective discipline for our pride, our response is to be humble and 
immediate obedience and submission to his will. !

Hebrews 12:1-13 1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2  Looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3  For consider him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 4  Ye 
have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 5  And ye have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6  For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7  If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8  
But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and 
live? 10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11  Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 12  
Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; 13  And make straight paths 
for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. !

By the work of the Holy Ghost in sanctification and growth in grace and God’s fatherly discipline, our 
pride (the friendship of the world) can be overcome in order that we live humbly in obedience and 
submission to God as Jesus Christ did. If we respond correctly to God’s discipline, as in our examples of 
Job, Nebuchadnezzar, and Saul, we will find that his yoke is easy and his burden is light and know that 
in him only is found rest unto your souls.
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