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     Pentwater Bible Church 
                                                        The Book of Mark 

       Message Thirty-One 
                                                         Jesus Feeds 4,000 
                                                         November 2, 2014             
                                                      Daniel E. Woodhead  

                                 
             JESUS AND THE CANAANITE WOMAN BY PALMA VECCHIO CIR 1520 
 
JESUS FEEDS FOUR THOUSAND 
 
Mark 8:1-21 
 

1 In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus 
called his disciples unto him, and saith unto them, 2 I have compassion on the 
multitude, because they have now been with me three days, and have nothing 
to eat: 3 and if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by 
the way: for |some| of them came from far. 4 And his disciples answered him, 
From whence can a man satisfy these men with bread here in the wilderness? 
5 And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven. 6 And 
he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven 
loaves, and gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before 
them; and they did set them before the people. 7 And they had a few small 
fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before them. 8 So they 
did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left 
seven baskets. 9 And they that had eaten were about four thousand: and he 
sent them away. 10 And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, 
and came into the parts of Dalmanutha. 11 And the Pharisees came forth, and 
began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from heaven, tempting him. 
12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek 
after a sign? verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this 
generation. 13 And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to 
the other side. 14 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had 
they in the ship with them more than one loaf. 15 And he charged them, saying, 
Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 
16 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no 
bread. 17 And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because 
ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart 
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yet hardened? 18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and 
do ye not remember? 19 When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, 
how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve. 
20 And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of 
fragments took ye up? And they said, Seven. 21 And he said unto them, How is 
it that ye do not understand (KJV)?  

 
JESUS HAS COMPASSION ON THE CROWD 
 
Mark 8:1-3 
 

1 In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus 
called his disciples unto him, and saith unto them, 2 I have compassion on the 
multitude, because they have now been with me three days, and have nothing 
to eat: 3 and if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by 
the way: for |some| of them came from far (KJV). 

 
Jesus and His disciples had traveled from Tyre to the Decapolis and a large crowd 
continued to follow them. The last time He fed the five thousand it was a predominantly 
Jewish group. This time in the Decapolis it was a mixed group of Jews and Gentiles in a 
predominately Gentile region. He was still in the region where He healed the deaf mute. 
Even though these two fish and loaf miracles are two separate events there are many 
similarities. 
 

1. Both occur in deserted settings 
2. Both emphasize Jesus’ compassion 
3. Both repeat the question, “How many loaves do you have.” 
4. Prayer and participation of the disciples 
5. Both have the same sequence of the elements of the miracle 
6. The people ate and were satisfied 
7. Leftovers were gathered 

 
Because of the similarities the Bible critics conclude that they were the same miracle with 
contradictions, which in their criticisms render the text inaccurate. Mark accounted for the 
distinctions between the two miracles to let the readers see the compassion of the Lord 
Jesus as He reaches out to a different group of people with human needs.  The differences 
are: 
 

1. This feeding begins with seven loaves and a few small fish 
2. Different fish on each occasion. This fish is represented with a Greek word 

ichthydia, which is diminutive or small. It describes a fish the size of schad or 
sardine. This small fish along with bread was incorporated as a frequent meal of 
the local population.1 

3. In this story there were a thousand less people at 4,000 
4. Jesus did not separate the people into groups in this miracle. 
5. Jesus participates more actively in this miracle. 

                                                
1 M. Nun, The Sea of Galilee and Its Fishermen in the New Testament (Kibbutz Ein Gev: Kinnereth Sailing 
Company, 1989), 51. Also, A. Schlatter, Der Evangelist Matthäus, 494–95. 
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6. There was a different type of basket used here. An exact distinction between the 
two words for “basket” is unclear. The kophinos of the first feeding in Mark 6:43 
may have been smaller, perhaps of stiff wicker, whereas the spyris in 8:8 is larger 
and of more flexible mat. The latter was big enough to lower Paul through an 
opening in the city wall of Damascus (Acts 9:25). 

 
In describing the large crowd that accompanied Jesus who remained with Him Mark uses 
a Greek word for been with me or to remain which is prosmenein. This word describes a 
very close adherence and commitment to Jesus. It gives us the sense that there was a 
strong purposeful following of the crowd to Jesus. This was not some accidental group 
who had a casual interest in the events at hand. Consider these Gentiles seeing the Jewish 
savior performing miracles with compassion. They realized the traditional relationship the 
Jewish religious rulers had engendered with the Gentiles. They knew they were called low 
status dogs. They did not care because they saw compassion and relief from their difficult 
life. Now Jesus announces to His disciples that He has compassion, which in Greek is 
splangnizomai. It comes from splangnon, meaning vital internal organs. As a consequence 
of this, splangnizomai takes on a metaphorical meaning of being moved deeply within, in 
the seat of emotions (Matthew 9:36). 2  
 
Finally Jesus says that some of them came from far away which is consistent with the 
region, which is generally rugged and uninhabited outside the towns. He sees a need to 
give them something to eat or they might collapse from hunger on their journey back to 
their homes. 
 
THE DISCIPLES ARE SLOW TO REMEMBER 
 
Mark 8:4 
 

4 And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man satisfy these men 
with bread here in the wilderness (KJV)? 

 
Again they did not know how all these people were going to be fed. They had not learned 
the lesson from the last miracle that Jesus could do anything. They simply did not realize 
that Jesus was there with them and either they forgot because there were so many miracles 
or they just didn’t yet realize who He was and what He was capable of doing. Jesus saw a 
need to practically administer His compassion and once again the disciples failed to 
realize who Jesus was.  
 
THE MIRACLE OF THE MULTIPLICATION OF THE FOOD 
 
Mark 8:5-7 
 

5 And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven. 6 And 
he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven 
loaves, and gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before 
them; and they did set them before the people. 7 And they had a few small 
fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before them (KJV). 

                                                
2 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 230). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 
Eerdmans; Apollos. 
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First Jesus asks the disciples “How many loaves have ye?” they then responded, “And 
they said, Seven.”  In this account of a food multiplication miracle Jesus directs the 
activity by personally seating the crowd for the meal. Jesus then begins with a prayer 
giving thanks. Here Mark uses a different Greek word eulogein than he used in the last 
account of the feeding of the five thousand. Here it is eucharistein from which Christianity 
adopted the word for the New Testament word Eucharist meaning the Lord’s Supper. 
Later it came to mean a sort of transubstantiation in some denominations. By desiring to 
place the Lord Jesus physically in the Eucharist each time it is eaten the 
transubstantiationists maintain that the elements genuinely contain the physical body and 
blood of the Lord Jesus. In other words they resacrifice Him each time they partake. In 
actuality the Lord Jesus died once for all (I Peter 3:18; Romans 6:10; Hebrews 7:27, 9:28, 
10:10, 12, 14) and does not have to die again. 
 
Just as in the last feeding of the five thousand He multiplies the bread and the fish to feed 
the four thousand. He then turns to His disciples for assistance for distribution as He and 
commanded to set them also before them. 
 
THE BLESSED RESULT 
 
Mark 8:8-9 
 

8 So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was 
left seven baskets. 9 And they that had eaten were about four thousand: and he 
sent them away (KJV). 

 
The people all ate their fill and the remainder was gathered up in seven large baskets. The 
use of the Greek word for four thousand tetrakischilioi with its masculine plural ending 
indicates generally people of both genders. That would include men, women and children 
as well. This leaves us with the impression that this crowd was much smaller than the one 
that received the last miraculous meal. Mark then says they were filled or satisfied. It let’s 
us see that in this barren remote region only Jesus could provide for this crowd. It is He 
who satisfies. Here He brings saving bread to starving Gentiles as well as Jews, Neither is 
outside the offer of salvation from the one who is the Bread of Life. Even though the Jews 
rejected the Gentiles God does not reject them. Finally Jesus sent them away but only after 
He cared for them and provided for them. 
 
THEY CONTINUE TO TRAVEL 
 
Mark 8:10 
 

10 And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the 
parts of Dalmanutha (KJV). 

 
The parts of Dalmanutha are only mentioned in Mark's Gospel, but the corresponding 
passage in Matthew 15:39 says, "And he sent away the multitude, and took ship, and came 
into the coasts of Magdala.” which has been identified with some certainty as the modern-
day town of Migdal, located slightly inland near Israel's Ginosar Valley. Modern-day 
Migdal has been the source of many ancient archaeological discoveries such as the boat 
from Jesus time which was found in 1986. 
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                                    Dalmanutha (Magadan) from http://bibleatlas.org/dalmanutha.htm 
 
 
 
 

                 
                                             Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ginosar_BW_7.jpg 
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JESUS REBUKES THE PHARISEES 
 
Mark 8:11-13 
 

11 And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of 
him a sign from heaven, tempting him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, 
and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say unto you, 
There shall no sign be given unto this generation. 13 And he left them, and 
entering into the ship again departed to the other side (KJV). 

 
The religious authorities who as we have seen did not have any genuine knowledge of 
God approached Him and began to question Him. By saying they wanted a sign from 
heaven, tempting him. They were testing Him to find out exactly from where did His 
source of authority emanate. In looking for this sign from heaven they were seeking some 
authority outside of time and space. They wanted divine certainty as to the origin of His 
miracles and authoritative teaching. Some of their questioning had a basis in the Mosaic 
Law regarding the testing of a prophet. This was pure antagonism on the part of the 
Pharisees. He fully realized what they were doing hence His internal sigh of 
disappointment with them. They should know better. 
 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5 
 

1 If there arise in the midst of thee a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and he 
give thee a sign or a wonder, 2and the sign or the wonder come to pass, 
whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou 
hast not known, and let us serve them; 3thou shalt not hearken unto the words 
of that prophet, or unto that dreamer of dreams: for Jehovah your God 
proveth you, to know whether ye love Jehovah your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul. 4Ye shall walk after Jehovah your God, and fear him, 
and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and 
cleave unto him. 5And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to 
death, because he hath spoken rebellion against Jehovah your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of 
bondage, to draw thee aside out of the way which Jehovah thy God 
commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put away the evil from the midst of 
thee (ASV 1901). 

 
The text clearly speaks about a prophet that does not have his prophecies come to pass. All 
of Jesus’s did as well as His adherence to the Mosaic Law and relationship to God the 
Father. The Pharisees did not know God or understand the true nature of the Law, which 
among other things was to draw the Jews closer to God. Here in Deuteronomy the book is 
referencing the strategies of Satan to use false religion and prophets to deceive the world. 
 
As Jesus delivers a rebuke to the Pharisees we see the apostle Paul characterizing the Jews 
the same way as always seeking a sign from heaven to validate the authenticity of Christ 
and Christianity. Jesus just says no, There shall no sign be given unto this generation. In 
actuality there would be many but the Pharisees rejected them all including the 
Resurrection. They did have signs but He was not going to bend to their authority when 
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they were so far away from God and arrogantly prideful as they asserted their dominion of 
spiritual matters. Following this confrontation they enter the boat and said across the lake. 
 
BREAD, LEAVEN AND SIN 
 
Mark 8:14-21 
 

14 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship 
with them more than one loaf. 15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed, 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 16 And they 
reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread. 17 And 
when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no 
bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet 
hardened? 18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do 
ye not remember? 19 When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how 
many baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve. 20 And 
when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took 
ye up? And they said, Seven. 21 And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not 
understand (KJV)?  

 
The disciples did not take much to eat when they entered the boat. They only had one loaf 
of bread. Jesus takes this situation to explain and warn them of the evil motivations of the 
religious powers and even king Herod. He tells them to be aware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. Jesus frequently takes a simple situation to draw a 
word picture as an illustration of a spiritually significant situation. Jesus is speaking of a 
different kind of bread than what they were aware of. Leaven (yeast) is a biblical 
representation of sin because it puffs up as in pride (Proverbs 16:18). Matthew identifies 
the metaphor of the leaven of the Pharisees and Herod as the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees (Matthew 16:12), and Luke identifies it as the hypocrisy of the Pharisees (Luke 
12:1). The disciples completely ignored what Jesus was saying and continued to focus on 
the bread shortage. Jesus asks five very penetrating questions to shake their dull 
sensibilities and show them what the true meaning of His mission was in this earth. 
Because they had such short memories they were no better than those outside His circle. 
His words, “How is it that ye do not understand” was an appeal to grasp the greater set of 
events of His three and a half year ministry. He came to provide salvation, truth, and 
establish the beginning stages of what will be a physical Messianic Kingdom on this earth. 
Their spiritual dullness was apparent as they blindly went about caring for their own 
physical needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: MARK: JESUS WARNS AGAINST THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND HEROD 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
E-mail info@pentwaterbiblechurch.com Toll Free 877-706-2479 
 
 




