
James 3:1-2a  “Let Not Many

For the Children: I once had a maths teacher who said to the class, “Maths is boring.  Look, the sun is shining outside. 
It’s a beautiful day.  You could be having fun outside, rather than learning boring old maths.  Go, go, go outside and 
enjoy yourselves!”  Some of the class left, after which the teacher said, “Good.  Now we can get down to business and 
study maths without having to put up with people who shouldn’t be here!”  James is also trying to discourage people 
who should not be teachers, from trying to teach others in the church.  He is encouraging the rest to get down to 
business in teaching properly – by depending on God, trying to teach faithfully from the Bible, and asking forgiveness 
when they make mistakes.  Questions: What are some of the ways people can teach in the life of the church?  What are 
some of the dangers in teaching?  Why is it so important for teachers to depend upon the Lord Jesus?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Discouragement from Teaching
• Not Many: James is not discouraging the general sharing of God’s Word, in the sense Heb. 5:12 refers to being 

teachers.  He is speaking of those who have a more formal role in teaching in the church – apostles, teaching 
and ruling elders, others who edify using Word-gifts in the time of extraordinary gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 14), 
and those who use their gifts to lead study groups and the like.  See Eph. 4:11, 1 Tim. 5:17, 3:2, Titus 1:9, Acts 
13:1 and 1 Cor. 12:28

• A Dangerous Business: A teacher has to watch out for the following dangers, either in the substance or manner 
of his teaching: error, undue harshness or anger, divisiveness, boasting, gossip or slander, inappropriate 
remarks and hypocrisy.  James is especially concerned about hypocrisy (1:8, 4:8).  These sins of speech do 
damage to those being taught, and put the teacher at risk of “stricter judgement.”  See also Mt. 12:37.  This 
does not necessarily mean final condemnation; it may refer to chastisement or the rejection of some of the 
teacher’s works on the last day.  More is expected of those to whom more is given

• The Underlying Problem: These dangers exist for all who teach, because we all stumble.  See also Rom. 3:13-
14, Jam. 3:8.  Even while walking on the “narrow road,” believers take many false steps

• What Is Being Discouraged: James is not trying to stop everyone from teaching.  He does wish to discourage 
those who would teach for the wrong reasons, in one’s own strength, or with carelessness.  Teaching must not 
be rushed into without consideration of the responsibility and the dangers

Second Point: An Encouragement for Teaching
• “Not Many” Means “Some”: James does not say, “Let not any…”  Clearly he intends that some will teach.  In 

v. 2a James includes himself (“we all”) as a teacher, who nevertheless stumbles like others.  Men who stumble 
are the only ones available to teach!  Moreover, teachers are necessary in the church

• A Matter of Calling: If God did not intend some men who stumble to be teachers, He would not call them as 
such, and then have that call recognized by His church.  See Acts 13:1, 1 Cor. 12:28, Eph. 4:11.  In calling men 
as elders He even makes ability to teach a criterion (1 Tim. 3:2).  In fact, this office is to be aspired to (1 Tim. 
3:1)

• Equipped, Enabled and Forgiven by Grace: Similarly, the Lord would not equip and enable fallible men to 
teach if He did not wish to encourage some to be teachers.  See Eph. 4:12, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, Heb. 13:20-21.  It is 
this equipping that makes it possible for men who stumble to teach faithfully.  It is His mercy through the work 
of Christ that enables teachers to be forgiven when they stumble, and have their work still found acceptable to 
Him

• What is Being Encouraged: What James is encouraging, then, is that those who men who take up the teaching-
role do so with fear and trembling, in dependence upon the Lord – His strength, and His mercy through Christ; 
in a humble, self-examining way.  A man should only take on this role of he is sure that God has gifted and 
called him to it.  Then he can carry out his duties with confidence – in the Lord

Conclusion


