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Please take your Bibles again and let's read our passage for this message, Romans 3. We 
will be reading verses 19-24 and then get ready also as we look at Lord's Day 2, 
questions 3, 4, and 5. Let's read our text. The Apostle Paul is speaking,

“19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world 
held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous 
in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of sin. 

“21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness 
from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is 
no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 
and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus.”

May the Lord bless his word to our hearts.

Now, let's read Lord's Day #2, questions 3, 4 and 5. I will read the questions and then 
please respond with the answers.

“Q. How do you come to know your misery?
A. The law of God tells me.

“Q. What does God's law require of us?
A. Christ teaches us this in summary in Matthew 22:37-40: “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind and with all your strength. This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

“Q. Can you live up to all this perfectly?
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A. No. I have a natural tendency to hate God and my neighbor.”

Thank you.

This evening we will study Lord's Day 2 and we will study the section of the Heidelberg 
Catechism in light of the passage that we have just read from Romans 3:19-24 and we 
will do so under the theme “The Three-Fold Use of the Law.” Now, God's moral law has 
three purposes: first, the law in relation to salvation. It informs us of our sin and of our 
need of a Savior. So, the law in relation to salvation, it informs us of our sin and our need 
of a Savior. Now, the law in relation to sanctification, not salvation but sanctification, it 
instructs us what we need to do in order for us to live a holy life before our Lord God. 
Then, the law in relation to our society or our state. It provides a standard for right and 
wrong and in this sense, the law is protecting us from evil workers or from the abusers. 
Could you imagine if there is no law, then there will be a total chaos in this land.

Now, with our limited time, unfortunately, I will not be able to study all those three uses 
of the law. What I’m going to do in this message is just focus on the first use which is the 
law in relation to salvation and I call that “the evangelical use of the law.” By the word 
“evangelical,” I simply mean in connection to the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, that the 
Holy Spirit can use the law, his moral law, and all the commandments contained in his 
word to drive us to the gospel, to the Lord Jesus Christ. Then, what I’m going to do in the 
future, I’m going to provide two more messages for the other two uses of the law.

So, let's focus on the first use of the law according to my order here which is the 
evangelical use of the law in relation to salvation. Now, one of the purposes of the law is 
found in Lord's Day 2. If you want, you can again open the Heidelberg Catechism. Lord's 
Day 2, the question says: How do you come to know your misery? And the answer is 
that: the law of God tells me. The law of God tells me so one of the functions of the law 
is that it informs us of our misery. By the way, Ursinus, the main author of the 
Heidelberg Catechism, intentionally chose the word “misery” because for him and I 
quote him, “The word 'misery' embraces the evil both of guilt and punishment.” So, 
here's the point: we have the law of God to expose our misery, to show us that we are 
guilty before our just and holy God. And then because we are guilty, we deserve to 
receive punishment from him. 

That's what we also see in our passage in Romans 3 so now I draw your attention to our 
passage. Romans 3:20, please, let's look at it together. “Therefore no one will be declared 
righteous in his sight,” or in God's sight, “by observing the law; rather, through the law 
we become conscious of sin.” Literally in Greek, it reads like this “through law is a 
knowledge of sin.” And the word “law” in this context refers to God's moral law and all 
his commands contained in the Scriptures which the Lord Jesus Christ summarized, if 
you recall, in Matthew 22. Jesus summarizes the law in two commandments. Let me read 
it again. In reply to the question, “Which is the greatest commandment in the law?” Jesus 
replied and please listen carefully: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind. This is the first and the greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the law and the prophets hang on 
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these two commands.” You see, whenever we read the law, we are being reminded of 
how sinful or miserable we are before our just God. That's one of the functions of the 
law; it shows us our misery and the condemnation that we deserve to suffer because of 
our sin.

Let me illustrate this point: the law, boys and girls, is like a mirror through which we see 
the ugliness of our soul. Now, I remember when I was a teenager, I think I was about 14 
or 15 years old, I had a big pimple on my left cheek. I still have that scar here, I don't 
know if you can see that. I tell you, I was so embarrassed. I hated that pimple, especially, 
I was a teenager, that is when you start having a crush on a girl. And it was awful. It was 
ugly, unattractive. Well, you may say to me, “How do you know? How do you know that 
your face was ugly at that time? How do you know that your face was unattractive? How 
do you know that you look awful? How do you know?” Well, I saw it. I saw it with my 
eyes through the mirror. The mirror tells me that I am ugly and the same is true, how do 
we know that we are miserable, that we are altogether unattractive to our God? Through 
the law. By the way, I recall at that time as I was in high school, I was curious, I would 
ask my friends so I would say to them, “How do I look?” Some of them would say, “Not 
too bad. Not too bad,” and then others would tell me, “Boy, you look horrible.” You see, 
some may say to you that you are, “Well, you are good.” Some may say, “Well, you are 
really, really bad.” Here's the point: if we ask other people to give a judgment about 
ourselves, you may not get the exact condition of your soul. Isn't it true that in our world 
today, instead of coming to the words of God, coming to the law, they come to 
philosophers and they ask them, “How do I look? How am I doing?” “Well, you are 
good. Well, fornication is just living in. Well, homosexuality is...” “Are you 
homosexual?” “Well, you know, it's another alternative to being happy. Abortion, well, 
that's your right. You have that right to abort. That's you life.” But, my friend, whenever 
we come to the law, the law will honestly tell you that you are ugly, that you are 
miserable and that's how I knew it. I knew that I was ugly, I knew that that pimple looked 
awful because I saw it with my eyes through the mirror.

Now, you can have three possible reactions to that discovery of yourself. For someone in 
my case, when I discovered, when I looked at my face through that mirror, I could either 
say, “Well, I look so horrible and miserable. There is no hope for me anymore. I will just 
stay home and not mingle with my friends. I'm not going to school anymore. I'll just stay 
here.” And there are people who act like that. They discover that they are miserable 
before God and what do they do? They dwell on their misery and they keep talking about 
their misery, about their misery, “I am miserable! I am awful before God! I am hopeless 
and helpless!” And there they are, doing nothing. My friend, once you discover your 
misery, don't dwell on it because the purpose of the law is to drive you to Christ. So, from 
misery, flee to the mercy of God and realize that God's grace is greater than all your sins 
and I tell you, I met several people who act like that, dwelling on their misery.

Now, some people upon the discovery of the real condition of their face or the ugliness of 
their soul, they might say, “Well, hmm, I remember my friend. I think you look more 
horrible than I am. I think I am better than you are.” So they start comparing themselves. 
“I think I’m not that bad.” I remember too when I was an unbeliever. The Lord saved me 
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when I was 16 years old but prior to my conversion, I thought I was good. Why? Because 
I did not kill. I did not steal, let's say, one million dollars or pesos. That was my 
definition but as soon as we come to the words of God, to God's law, we see how sinful 
we are before him and we dare not compare ourselves to others. Don't do that but rather 
come to the Lord Jesus Christ for mercy. Come for mercy.

Then, of course, the third reaction is to admit your ugliness just like what happened to 
me, boys and girls. When I saw the ugliness of that pimple, it drove me to my doctor. I 
went to my doctor and I asked the doctor, “Is there hope for me? Can you restore my 
face? Can you remove that ugly looking pimple?” And that's what we need to do. When 
you see yourself, the ugliness of your soul before God, then come to the doctor, the Lord 
Jesus Christ and, I tell you, he can change you. He can take that misery away from you 
and give you his mercy and save you. And save you.

So, you see, that's the first use of the law: the law shows our misery and our need of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Now, if I can also illustrate my point. This morning, I already used this 
illustration partially but imagine this: that all of us are in the Supreme Court of God and 
our God is the Chief Justice. He takes his law and he reads it. He says, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind and love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Then the Lord says, “Is there anyone in this court who has fulfilled 
that law perfectly? Is there anyone? Raise your hand.” Can you raise your hand and say, 
“Yes, Lord, I have perfectly kept your law.” Is there anyone in this room who can raise 
his or her hand and say, “Yes, Lord, I have kept your law perfectly.” No one. Everyone is 
guilty. Everyone has sinned. 

In fact, that's what Paul says in our text, Romans 3:23. There is no difference “for all,” 
not some, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” My friend, all of us 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Now, take notes: the first part of that verse 
“have sinned,” in Greek that's past tense, emphasizing the action or the sin that we 
committed in the past. You committed one sin in the past, then you're done. You're out. 
You're guilty already. And you may say, “Well, I will try to keep the law.” Well, Paul 
says, “for all have sinned,” past tense, referring to your past sin, “and fall short of the 
glory of God.” Take note that in Greek and even in our version here, it is present tense, 
“fall short.” And in Greek, when it is present, the idea is that we keep falling short of the 
glory of God. Every day we keep sinning, we keep falling short of God's perfect standard. 
So, all of us are guilty. That's what the law does. It tells us that you are guilty and so am I 
before a holy and just God. 

Not only that, it also announces the judgment that we deserve. Because we are guilty, of 
course, the Judge will not just leave you free. You must suffer the consequence of your 
sin because God is holy. He will not tolerate. Yes, he will not tolerate our sin. Young 
people, don't ever think that because no one sees you when you see that sin, when you 
look at your computer and look at those malicious movies or whatever or when you read 
something that is not glorifying to God, don't ever think that you can escape from God. 
God is all-knowing. He sees exactly the condition of our hearts and he will never, ever 
tolerate our sin. And that's what the law does, the law announces the punishment. Paul 
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says, “for the wages of sin is,” what? You are guilty. “You have transgressed my law 
and,” God says, “because of that, you are going to die.” You are going to experience 
eternal death in the Lake of Fire. That's our misery. And the more you try to keep the law, 
the more you will be disappointed because you will keep falling and falling short of the 
glory of God. That's why sin, what is sin? Anything that falls short of God's glory. If you 
do not listen to the glory of God, you are sinning. If you do not read the word of God to 
the glory of God, you are sinning. If I do not preach to the glory of God, I am sinning. 
Whatever we do without God's glory in mind is a form of sin. Who can escape that 
reality?

So, we are miserable. Now, are we going to stop there and say, “Okay, I’m miserable. 
What should I do? Should I just wait for God to help me and maybe somehow show me a 
special revelation that will tell me that you are no longer guilty? The punishment has 
been lifted up from you?” No, you come to the Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, the law demands 
perfection, perfect obedience. The law demands righteousness and we have failed but 
praise be to God, the gospel declares the perfect obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ. It 
declares the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ through whom we can be saved and 
that's why we often call it “the law in the gospel.” The law in the gospel. The law will 
announce your guilt and condemnation but the gospel will announce salvation in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In the Lord Jesus Christ. So, in that sense again, the law points us to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. One Puritan said: “The law is a court of justice but the gospel is a 
throne of grace.” I like that. The law is a court of justice but the gospel is a throne of 
grace.

Now, I'm not suggesting that it is the law that can save us. No, because the Apostle Paul 
is very clear in our text, look at verse 19 again, please. Romans 3:19, “Now we know that 
whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared 
righteous in his sight by,” what? By what? Are you still listening? By what? No one will 
be declared righteous by what? “By observing the law.” I challenge you, if you keep 
insisting that you can be saved by good works, then do it but just don't blame me if you 
go to hell some day. Because no matter how hard you try, you cannot fulfill the law and it 
is so clear here that no one can be declared righteous in the sight of God by observing the 
law. Rather, through the law, we become conscious of our sin.

Then Paul goes on to say, “But now a righteousness from God, apart from law,” now, 
take notes, this righteousness that God is offering is apart from the law, “has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes,” 
how? How can we get this righteousness? How? This righteousness from God comes 
“through faith.” Remember that illustration that I used? The straw that's the instrument. 
That righteousness of God comes to us “through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” 
To all who believe. To all who believe.

So, my friend, if you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, yes you are miserable, you are 
absolutely totally dark, ugly, unattractive, there is no way for you to please God but if 
you believe in his Son in whom he is well-pleased, then God will declare you righteous. 
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You will receive the righteousness of his Son. The only reason you can stand before him 
some day, so that when you die you can stand before God and he cannot condemn you 
anymore because you have the righteousness of Jesus. You see, my friend, it is so 
important that we study the law because one of the purposes of the law is that yes, it 
shows us our misery but at the same time, it shows us our need of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

You know, it's sad to say that there are many churches today where the law is not being 
read. I've been to many churches. I tell you, even in North America and even among 
those who claim to be Reformed and the law is being neglected. Do you know what they 
do? They say, “Well, we are not under the law anymore. We are under the grace of God.” 
And they especially quote Romans 6. Please go there, Romans 6, three chapters away 
from our text. Romans 6:14, they use this to justify their argument that we don't need the 
law of God because, according to this verse, “For sin shall not be your master, because 
you are not under,” what? “You are not under law, but under,” what? “Under grace.” 
“Okay, Pastor Brian, all the things that you've said are pointless. Why read the law? We 
are not under the law anymore. We are under the grace of God.” Oh, wait, wait, wait, 
what Paul means by that statement, when Paul says that we are no longer under the law, 
what he is saying is that we are not under the law – listen now, please – as a requirement 
for our salvation. We are no longer under the law as a system of salvation. 

Let me explain this. Please bear with me. It may take me maybe five minutes or ten 
minutes but this is very, very crucial for you to understand. You can divide the Bible into 
two main sections. The first section is before the Fall. Now, this is before Adam sinned 
against God. We call it re-Fall or before the Fall. And the second division is after the Fall. 
After Adam sinned against God. Before the Fall, salvation was by good works. “What, 
Pastor Brian, by good works?” Yes. Remember this: God created Adam, our 
representative, our first parent, he created him without sin yet Adam had the tendency to 
sin. God created Adam perfect but he had that tendency to be imperfect, to sin against 
God. Now, do you recall what God said in Genesis 2:15-17? You don't have to go there, 
let me just read the portion. “The LORD God took the man,” which is Adam, “and put 
him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God commanded 
the man, 'You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.'” So, 
here's the question, please listen now: before the Fall, what was the requirement for 
salvation? For eternal life? What must Adam do in order for him to enjoy life eternal? 
What must he do? Answer: obey God. Remember, God said, “Do not eat the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the Garden. The moment you eat that fruit,” what will 
happen to him? “You will surely die.” So, here's the deal, here's the covenant. We call it 
covenantal works: obey my law, that's the law, that's the commandment, do not eat. Obey 
my law, obey my commandment and you will live forever. However, if you disobey my 
law, you will die. You will surely die. 

So, before the Fall, the requirement for salvation, for life eternal, was obedience to the 
law. Perfect obedience to God's commandment but we know Adam failed. He failed. Had 
he not eaten the fruit of that tree, he would have lived forever. He failed. But praise be to 
God, the story does not end there. He failed but God provided someone who would fulfill 
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his law perfectly. Genesis 3:15, we call this verse “the first proclamation of the gospel.” 
This is the first proclamation of the gospel, Genesis 3:15. God's provide salvation. He 
says, “And I will put enmity between you,” Satan, “and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her seed.” And who is the seed of the woman? The Lord Jesus Christ, the 
second Adam, the one who perfectly fulfilled the law. Through his active and passive 
obedience. That's why Paul says after the Fall and we call it “the covenant of grace.” So, 
you have covenant of works before the Fall, the requirement for salvation was good 
works, obedience to the law but after the Fall, the requirement for salvation is what? 
Faith in whom? In the Lord Jesus Christ. Why in Jesus? Because he was the one who 
satisfied God's eternal justice, God's eternal demand. What was his demand? Perfection. 
Righteousness.

So, if you believe in Jesus do you see what happens? When Adam sinned, he was our 
representative and his sin was imputed in us. My wife is expecting, we are expecting a 
baby. We love that baby but that baby is already a sinner. How is that possible? Boys and 
girls, that baby, we don't know the gender, has not yet sinned. How come that baby is 
already sinful? Well, because of Adam. His sin was imputed in that child for all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. But we have the second Adam who fulfilled 
the law and so if you believe in him, his righteousness will be imputed in you and hence, 
you will be declared righteous before God.

My friend, that's the gospel. We call that in theology “covenant theology” or “Reformed 
theology,” which I like to call “biblical theology” because that's what the Bible teaches. 
So, my question as I conclude: have you already believed in the Lord Jesus Christ? Paul 
is so clear in our passage, this righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. Oh, my friend, if you believe, yes you are miserable but there is 
hope. Don't dwell on your misery. Flee to God's mercy and cry out and say, “Lord, have 
mercy on me a sinner. Save me.” And then the Bible says in our text, “For all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” Oh, glory be to God for that great provision for 
our salvation.

Believers, are you not happy that God sent his Son to fulfill God's demands? Demands 
that we cannot fulfill? That's why in the Hamburg Catechism you see the pattern: misery 
and then what next? Misery and then what? Deliverance. And then once delivered, this is 
what God wants from you: gratitude. Oh, thank him. Serve him. Love him. Obey his law, 
not in order to be saved but out of your gratitude for Jesus who saved you. 

Let me end with this hymn by Augustus Toplady, a contemporary of Charles Wesley. He 
wrote a hymn entitled “Rock of Ages, Cleft For Me.” Now, Toplady composed this hymn 
to show that we, through our own efforts, could not satisfy God's eternal demand for 
justice. That's why – please open your hymn and what we're going to do, instead of 
singing 248, we will sing this a cappella. I know you are not prepared pianist and 
organist. We'll sing this a cappella and please look at stanza number 2, page 388, “Rock 
of Ages.” Here is a good summary of this message. Listen to his words, stanza number 
two.
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“Not the labor of my hands
Can fulfill Thy law's demands.”

Do you get that point? That's misery. We cannot. We cannot fulfill God's law.

“Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.”

The third stanza,

“Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, (yes, miserable) look to Thee for grace.”

Don't dwell on your misery. Look to God for grace.

“Foul, I to the fountain fly.”

Do you see that idea? Fly as soon as you discover your misery. Don't wait. Fly. Fly to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and say,

“Wash me, Saviour, or I die.”

Or I die. Let's pray.

Lord, we thank you so much for giving us your only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ 
to fulfill the law's demand. O, our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for saving us. We 
thank you for dying on our behalf. You obeyed the law and as Paul says, your obedience 
led you to Calvary to die that we might live. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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