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GOD THE JUDGE ALONE IS GOD 

Psalm 82: 1-8 and John 10: 27-39 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

When Jesus was here on earth, Messianic expectations ran high as false “messiahs” 

arose from many quarters saying, “I am the Christ! Messiah!” Now before Jesus 

comes the second time, the Messianic expectations are starting to produce more 

and more false “messiahs.” Jesus did come to earth, born of a virgin and wherever 

He went, among the Jews and Jewish leaders, the controversy of His Messiahship 

divided people. Jesus claimed to be God in the flesh, God the Son, yet the Son of 

man. And in the very middle of Jesus’ short earthly ministry, in Jerusalem, at the 

Feast of Dedication, in the winter time, Jesus was walking in the colonnade of 

Solomon’s temple, the Jews put Jesus on the spot in John 10: 24, saying, “How 

long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, (Messiah) tell us plainly.” 

Jesus finally told them in John 10: 30, “I and My Father are one.” Then the Jews 

picked up stones to stone Jesus. In this attempt to answer their question, the Jews 

were bent on killing Jesus, but He kept up His defense of His Messiahship by 

quoting from Psalm 82: 6, 7 where Asaph, the psalmist declares, “I said, “You are 

gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; nevertheless, like men, you shall die, and 

fall like any prince.” In this division among the Jews as to who Jesus was, Jesus 

quoted the psalmist Asaph in Psalm 82: 6, 7 to prove His Messianic credentials.  

 

Most of us know the story of the man born blind in John 9. Let me take you to the 

moment in John 9: 13-34. Wow! Jesus was proving in John 8 and 9 that He is the 

Light of the world. In John 10, Jesus claimed as Israel’s Messiah to be the Good 

Shepherd of the sheep—and the Door to the sheepfold through whom everyone 

must enter to be saved. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus said He would sacrifice His 

own life to atone for the sheep. This word Jesus gave about “laying down His life 

for the sheep” also brought another division among the Jews in John 10:19, 20 as 

many Jews said Jesus was either insane or He had a demon. After Jesus said He 

and the Father were one, those seemingly heretical words inflamed and enraged the 

Jews. It was at that very moment when the Jews sought to stone Jesus to death. 

How did Jesus speak to his would be assassins? He responded by quoting from 

Psalm 82: 6, 7. Listen to the conversation Jesus had with those ready to stone Him 

in John 10: 31-36, “The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered 

them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are 

you going to stone me?” The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that 

we are going to stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make 

yourself God.” Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are 

gods’?  If he called them gods to whom the Word of God came—and Scripture 

cannot be broken—do you say of Him whom the Father consecrated and sent into 

the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?” Jesus 
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knew exactly how to silence those ready to stone Him. His method was quoting 

Psalm 82: 6. The defense of Jesus from Psalm 82 didn’t stop the Jews from seeking 

to stone Him to death. John 10: 39 states, “Again they sought to arrest Jesus, but 

He escaped from their hands-literally, He eluded their grasp or their seizure of 

Him. So what was Jesus’ defense as He quoted Psalm 82: 6? Actually, Jesus gave a 

powerful defense. To understand Jesus’ defense of His Messiahship, Israel’s 

Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God, we need to study Psalm 82. The psalm opens 

with God taking His rightful place in the midst of the evil judges of Israel. God 

indicts them as unjust judges who showed partiality to the wicked. The psalm ends 

with Asaph crying out, “Arise, O God, judge the earth; for You shall inherit all the 

nations.” The psalm begins with the Judge taking His place on the throne judging 

the evil earthly judges and then arising at the end of the psalm to judge the whole 

earth, as He and He alone inherits all the nations—for they all belong to Him. I see 

this psalm divided into six parts, six scenes. I believe all of us will begin to see in 

Pwhy Jesus used Psalm 82: 6 to defend His deity and His Messiahship as the 

Christ. (1) The Judge, The Lord God, Takes His Stand, His Place In The 

Courtroom. (2) The Divine Court Is Convened With Opening Statements And 

God’s Indictment (3) The Judge Calls For Righteous Justice In The Place Of 

Partiality (4) The Judge Shows The Cause Of Injustice On The Earth (5) The Judge 

Sentences Unjust Judges With The Consequences Of Their Sin and (6) The Judge 

Gives The World The Ultimate Cure For Injustice—“Arise O God, Come Lord 

Jesus! 

 

THE JUDGE, THE LORD GOD, TAKES HIS STAND, HIS PLACE IN THE 

COURTROOM. (I.) Most of us who have been to court know that everyone is in 

place in the court, when finally, the Judge comes in the door behind the judge’s 

bench. The bailiff says, “Order in the court. All rise!” When the judge is seated, he 

pounds the gavel and says, “Court is now in session! Please be seated.” Notice 

verse 1. “God has taken His place in the Divine Council; in the midst of the gods, 

he holds judgment.” The New American Standard Version wisely translates, “God 

takes His stand in His own congregation; He judges in the midst of the rulers.” If 

you have ever been in court, you know the solemnity. I remember feeling my heart 

jump when one of Sweetwater County’s famous judges of the past, called out, “Sir, 

take off your hat, or leave this courtroom.” This is a solemn moment. What is odd 

about this psalm is that the ones on trial are not the people, but the judges. They are 

on trial. Imagine it! This day will soon arrive. God as Judge is both Judge and Jury. 

He has not come to hear testimony from defense lawyers or prosecuting attorneys 

No! God does it all. God has come to pronounce charges, indictments. Another 

strange part of this divine court as it convenes is that the Judge is not seated. The 

Hebrew word for “takes His place,” is natsab. Natsab means to stand upright and 

so station yourself as to be in full command of the court. This prophetic psalm 
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speaks of a coming day of judgment when Jesus is not seated at the right hand of 

God and interceding for us. This current day is over. It is Judgment Day. The Lord 

is not seated and patiently listening to a case being presented. God now is Judge 

and Jury and He needs no one to inform Him of the facts. He knows everything 

that happens here on earth. He will execute judgment righteously. In this court is 

another strange element. There is no defense or appeal. God is omniscient. His 

indictment/verdict is final. God’s Judgment Day will be an awesome occasion. 

 

The most dramatic change in this courtroom is that God the Judge refers to His 

place in the divine council as being in the midst, v. 1, in the midst of the gods 

where He holds judgment.” These “gods” in verses 1 and 6 of Psalm 82 are not the 

false gods of the heathen, for they are not God’s judicial earthly representatives. 

Neither are these “gods” (elohim) the holy angels, for angels cannot die, as Psalm 

82: 7 tells us these “gods” will die and fall like any prince. These “elohim are 

people, earthly judges who have been given the awesome responsibility of 

representing the Lord here on earth and interpreting and applying God’s law justly. 

Beloved, it is a great responsibility to represent the Lord on earth. The command of 

God in the law of Moses in Leviticus 19: 15 to judges was, “You shall do not 

injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in 

righteousness shall you judge your neighbor.” In Deuteronomy 1: 17, God adds 

solemnly for all judges these words, “You shall not be partial in judgment. You 

shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not be intimidated by anyone, for 

the judgment is God’s. and the case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to Me, 

and I will hear it.” You may say, “Pastor, isn’t “Elohim” the plural of Majesty, the 

word for God and God alone? Yes! But Elohim has three meanings, usually (1) it 

means the one and only God as it is used in Deut. 4: 35, 39, where we read, “To 

you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord is God—Elohim; there is no 

other besides Him.” (2) “elohim” sometimes refers to the so-called “gods” of the 

heathen as in Judg. 11:24 where we read, “Will you not possess what Chemosh 

your god, Elohim gives you to possess? In 1 Kings 18:24—Elijah told the prophets 

of Baal to call upon the name of their god—“Elohim” and he would call upon the 

name of the Lord. (3) Elohim also occasionally identifies earthly rulers and judges, 

either as divine representatives at sacred places or as reflecting divine majesty and 

power. One example of “Elohim” meaning men who are judges is found in Exodus 

22:8,9. “If the thief is not caught, then the owner of the house shall appear before 

the judges [elohim], to determine whether he laid his hands on his neighbor’s 

property. For every breach of trust, whether it is for ox, for donkey, for sheep, for 

clothing, or for any lost thing about which one says, ‘This is it,’ the case of both 

parties shall come before the judges [elohim]; he whom the judges [elohim] 

condemn shall pay double to his neighbor.” Beloved, it is this third use of 

“Elohim” as earthly judges that Asaph is referring to in Psalm 82: 1, 6. So the first 
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scene is the Judge, the Lord God, who takes His stand, His place in the courtroom 

to judge the wicked judges of the earth. Secondly, 

 

THE DIVINE COURT IS CONVENED WITH OPENING STATEMENTS 

AND GOD’S INDICTMENT. (II.) Notice Psalm 82: 2. The indictment is short 

and is in the form of a question. God is asking the unjust judges, “How long will 

you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?” Do you remember what 

God requires of all judges on this earth? It is found in Micah 6: 8. “He has told 

you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” Notice how personal 

judgment someday will be. God is speaking to the guilty judges, saying, “How 

long will you judge unjustly?” These guilty judges will know what God speaks of 

when the Great Day of Judgment comes. The reason they championed the causes 

of the guilty was because they were bribed, and they failed to care for the orphans 

and widows. The word “religion” is seldom used in the Bible, but James, the 

brother of our Lord in James 1: 27, said, “Religion that is pure and undefiled 

before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and 

to keep oneself unstained from the world.” This unwillingness to show partiality is 

also a principle that applies to the local church. The ground is level at the foot of 

the cross. Beloved, Jesus will soon be standing in Divine Court and He will be  

standing to announce His indictments. Isaiah the prophet in Isaiah 3: 13-15 may 

very well be referring back to Psalm 82 as he declares, “The LORD has taken His 

place to contend; He stands to judge peoples. The LORD will enter into judgment 

with the elders and princes of His people: “It is you who have devoured the 

vineyard, the spoil of the poor is in your houses. What do you mean by crushing 

my people, by grinding the face of the poor?” declares the Lord GOD of hosts.” 

Thirdly,  

 

THE JUDGE CALLS FOR RIGHTEOUS JUSTICE IN THE PLACE OF 

PARTIALITY. (III.) Notice verses 3, 4 of Psalm 82. “Give justice to the weak 

and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the 

weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” Verses 3 and 4 are 

giving the alternative to God’s indictment of the earthly judges—the positive 

things the judges should do. These calls of God are His commands for those who 

stand in God’s place as rulers. They must not prey on the weak and the defenseless. 

This is what Ezekiel the prophet condemned the judges and the false shepherds for 

in Ezekiel 34: 1-4.  Ezekiel said, “The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, 

prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the 

shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been 

feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you 

clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the 
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sheep. The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the 

injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you 

have not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled them.”  All judges 

and shepherds and godly leaders will be judged someday for what they do on 

behalf of the poor and the oppressed. It is a major test of any godly leader. 

Matthew 25: 31-46 tells the story. 4thly,  

 

THE JUDGE SHOWS THE CAUSE OF INJUSTICE ON THE EARTH. (IV.) 

The cause of injustice on the earth in judges and in each of us is Psalm 82: 5. 

“They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; all 

the foundations of the earth are shaken.” The truth here is that those who are 

judges, shepherds and leaders pass on either their light or their darkness. If they 

pass on darkness, how great is that darkness. If the leaders of God’s people have 

spiritual leprosy, it will show up in God’s people. If the leaders are infected with 

heresy, it will show up in God’s people. If the leaders are legalistic and caustic in 

their attacks and accusations, expect it in God’s people. Sins that are sown in small 

ways by false judges or leaders will be huge in God’s people, who justify their sins 

because their leaders do them. What is done by parents and leaders who sin in only 

small ways is the elephant in the room in children who grow up so often. When 

parents casually drink, so often children turn to alcohol as a crutch becoming 

alcoholics. Another side to this cause of injustice on the earth is what Hosea 4: 6 

declares, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” When the Word of 

God is ignored by godly leaders and disobeyed, this begins to shake the very fabric 

and foundations of our society. What happens to a country when God’s moral law 

is no longer the standard by which man’s laws must be judged? It’s happening 

today. The earth is reeling from the sins of leaders whose false ways are being 

emulated and followed by many. When our president is not moral, it becomes viral 

in our country. When our president is not just, the injustice modeled runs wild. One 

more side to this cause for injustice is that when our leaders do not do their jobs 

well, and God’s people, His followers are not familiar with His law, they have no 

way to fen for themselves or defend themselves. Walking about in darkness soon 

makes us begin to have less and less need to use our eyes to look and live. Yet I 

John 1: 7 is still in the Word of God. “But if we walk in the light as He is in the 

light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s 

Son, cleanses us from all sin.” 5thly, 

 

THE JUDGE SENTENCES UNJUST JUDGES WITH THE 

CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR SIN. (V.) The verdict on unjust judges is death. 

Notice Psalm 82: 6, 7. “I said, You are gods – elohim, sons of the Most High, all of 

you; nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like any prince.” Beloved, verse 

6 elevating human judges and magistrates to a position of elohim, earthly judges, 



6 

 

reminds us that God raises up whom He will, but none of us had better forget who 

made us sons of the Most High, “gods,” leaders, judges, shepherds. When we 

forget who raised us up and gave us the authority we have, God may have to 

humble us as He made King Nebuchadnezzar live outside under the dew, with 

finger nails like eagle claws, living like a beast. The ultimate humbling of any 

leader is knowing we as earthly leaders will die and we must die because we are 

sinners and sin pays a wage. Our earthly life down here is not eternal. We are all 

only humans and we must die for our sins. Our high authority and privilege brings 

a corresponding responsibility. Responsibility brings accountability. If the Lord 

here called imperfect human judges chosen by men—“gods,” how much more 

should the virgin born Lord Jesus Christ, be called “the Son of God, because he 

was not set apart by men, but rather, Jesus was set apart by God the Father, and 

sent to earth incarnate. Amazingly, high as God sees us as leaders and judges and 

shepherds, in spite of all our titles and offices, we all will die like any other human 

being, because the wages of our sins is death. 

 

Interestingly, God says these earthly “elohim” will die like men. Here in verse 7, 

Asaph says all earthly leaders will die like men—literally, the Hebrew is adam. 

We were all created in the image of God, destined to rule over all God’s creation. 

But the fall of Adam and Eve yet affects us. Had Adam obeyed God and carried 

out his calling, he would have lived forever. Due to his disobedience he failed to 

enjoy the high calling that was his. Will we learn from this? In spite of the honor 

and dignity and strength and power bestowed on each of us, we will be judged like 

men, just like Adam. We all are merely men and women, boys and girls. One more 

interesting feature of this verdict on elohim is that they will fall like any prince. 

This Hebrew word, naphal means not just to stumble, but to be thrown down, 

which is God’s judgment by a violent death. This promise to unjust judges ought to 

be a warning to humble those who rule arrogantly, unjustly, and with partiality. 

This high calling as a judge or shepherd or leader does not guarantee a glorious 

finish to our race. May God awaken those of us who are leaders, raised up by God 

to carry out our calling with diligence, humility, and reverence. Sixthly, lastly, 

 

THE JUDGE GIVES THE WORLD THE ULTIMATE CURE FOR 

INJUSTICE—ARISE, O GOD, COME, LORD JESUS. (VI.) Notice Psalm 82: 

8. “Arise, O God, judge the earth; for You shall inherit all the nations!” The court 

case is over as Asaph realizes despite the warnings of the Judge in His courtroom, 

God’s righteous rule will only prevail and overcome wickedness when the Lord 

returns and reigns personally in God’s Son, Messiah, Jesus. That is our prayer 

every Sunday when we pray the Lord’s Prayer. “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Paul ended his stormy first epistle to the church 

at Corinth in I Corinthians 16: 22 saying, “Our Lord, come!” The last verses of the 
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Bible echo Psalm 82: 8 calling for God to arise. Revelation 22: 20, 21 conclude the 

Bible with God’s ultimate cure, saying, “He who testifies to these things, says, 

“Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ—that’s Messiah, be with you all. Amen.” In Jesus’ day, the people had to 

choose between God’s Son and the elohim—‘gods’ who rejected Him and 

crucified Him. Each of us too must make our choice. As for me…Amen.  


