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Hebrews 11:17–19 

17  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 

the promises offered up his only begotten son,  

18  of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,”  

19  concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he 

also received him in a figurative sense. 

 
Abraham’s Faith 

Hebrews 11:17-19 

 
INTRO: 
 

In early 1940 Nazi Germany invaded the low-countries and France. British and the allied 
armies were not prepared for the new style of warfare the Germans employed and so they 
were pushed into a corner of the French coast called Dunkirk. The British rescued a large part of 
their remaining troops by employing every boat or ship they could get and slipping them out 
under enemy fire. Winston Churchill rallied the British nation with a speech to the parliament. 
He said, “Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that if the British 
Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, 'This was their finest 
hour.” 
 This was Abraham’s finest hour. Like Churchill, he did not know the end of the story. He did 
not know anything except that the LORD was severely trying his faith. Yet, he came through as 
the great example of our faith. 
  I. Abraham’s Obedience (v. 17-18) 
II. Abraham’s Assurance (v. 19) 
 
I. Abraham’s Obedience (v. 17-18) 
 
Hebrews 11:17-18    “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 
and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of 
whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called”  

 
A. In Genesis 22, we find Abraham faced with the hardest final exam anyone has ever 
endured.  

 
1. In verses 1-2 the trial was presented to Abraham. “And the LORD said,  

‘Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
will tell you.’”  
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God did not preface His test by saying, “Now Abraham this is an applicational final 
exam, I am now going to test whether you have mastered the material that I have been 
teaching you about faith.”  He just presented the test to him. 

 
2. Why does the Lord send tests like this into our lives? Human teachers have to give us 
tests to see if we have mastered the material because otherwise they could not know. 
However, God is omniscient. He knows all things. He knows that we have mastered 
faith. Tests are educational. They make us learn and apply the material again.  
 
3. Trials are also Spiritual therapy. They stretch our spiritual muscles so that they are 
usable to us.  

Romans 5:3-5 “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” 

 
B. Abraham was being sorely tested. God demanded Abraham’s most prized possession. 
Isaac was Abraham’s whole life for several reasons. 

 
1. Isaac was the son that Sarah and Abraham waited twenty-five years to have.   
Twenty-five long years came and went and no Isaac. Finally, one day the LORD appeared 
and promised Isaac would be born. A year later this long anticipated son was born. How 
long would we be willing to wait for a promise? 

 
2. Isaac was Abraham and Sarah’s unique son. In Genesis 22:2 God calls Isaac, “your 
son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac.” When some read this statement, 
they immediately want to argue with God. What about Ishmael, he was Abraham’s son. 
Yet, in God’s reckoning, Isaac was the only son of Abraham. Isaac was the firstborn, not 
in birth order, but in privilege. Hebrews 11:17 used the term “only begotten.”  The 

Greek word for only begotten means more than only begotten, it indicates uniqueness.  
Ishmael was begotten by Abraham. However, he was not in the miraculous sense that 
Isaac was.  Ishmael had been put out of the family.  Isaac was Abraham’s only son, the 
son whom he loved. Abraham loved Isaac far more than we will ever understand. 

 
3. Isaac was special because of the words of the promise recorded in Hebrews 11:18  

“Of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called.’”  
Isaac was the personification of everything that Abraham lived for. He left the comforts 
of Ur for the promise of a land and a progeny that would be like the stars in the sky and 
the sand of the sea in number. For more than a third of a century, Abraham lived in a 
tent because of the promises. He was happy to do so. Now, the God who made the 
promise, asked Abraham to kill the son in whom all of those promises would be fulfilled. 
Everything that Abraham lived for looked out at him through the brown eyes of his son. 
God said take him and give him to me. 
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C. Abraham did exactly what God asked him to do.  
Genesis 22:3-4    “So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood 
for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told 
him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off.”  

It took three days to get to the area of Moriah and to prepare to be obedient. We are not 
told what went on in the heart of Abraham in those three days of traveling. I’m sure there 
was a battle going on inside of Him. 

 
II. Abraham’s Assurance (v. 19) 
 
v.19    “[Abraham] concluded that God was able to raise [Isaac] up, even from 

the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.” 

 
A. In the end, Abraham was so convinced that God could never lie, and that somehow God 
had a plan and was carrying out this plan that he simply, but eloquently, obeyed.  Abraham 
had tremendous confidence in God.  What assurance did he have?  We see this in both the 
Genesis 22 account and in the Hebrews 11 text. 

 
B. We catch a glimpse of what was going on in Abraham’s mind two places in the Genesis 22 
account. First look at what he said to his servants. 

Genesis 22:5    “And Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; 
the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.’”  

Unquestionably, Abraham expected to return with Isaac alive and well at his side. But how 
could he believe that when God commanded that he sacrifice his son? We begin to 
understand when we read his answer to Isaac’s question -  

Genesis 22:8    “And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a 
burnt offering.”  

This is a prophetic statement. God would indeed provide Himself a lamb.  Not just a lamb on 
the day that Abraham and Isaac walked up that mountain, but also “The Lamb Of God” who 
would come and die and take away the sin of the world. 

 
C. When the substitute lamb did not appear before the altar was built and the fire wood laid 

out, Abraham proceeded to do what he was commanded to do. He lifted his knife to plunge 

it into his son and kill him. How could he do that?  He did this because of the second 

conclusion he had reached.  

Hebrews 11:19    “[Abraham] concluded that God was able to raise [Isaac] up, 

even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.”  

Abraham thought, if there is no lamb, then I will go through with this because God can and 

will raise Isaac from the dead. 

 
D.  God stopped Abraham, yet, the writer of Hebrews says, “By faith Abraham offered 
up Isaac.”  This is so, because in his heart the act was done, and God counted what 
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happened in Abraham’s heart as obedience to the command. Abraham had taken his son, 
his only son, his son whom he loved, and he put it on the altar and gave him, irrevocably to 
God. It was this single act of faith that God forever immortalized in His hall of faith. 

 
What does all of this say to us?  
 
To those of us who know the Lord as our Savior it speaks volumes. First, what is the most 
important thing on earth to you?  
Would you be willing to give that most important thing in the world irrevocably to Jesus? There 
is no guarantee that you would get it back.  But if you are willing to do this, you would find a 
new dimension of blessing, like Abraham did. Do you love Him and trust Him this much?  
 
For the person who may not know the Lord Jesus as savior there is an entirely different 
question. I want to turn your attention for a moment to the rest of the story - 
Genesis 22:13,14    “Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, 
behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took 
the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. And 
Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this 
day, in the mount of the LORD it will be provided.”  
 
Just as the Lord provided a lamb for Abraham, He also provided a Lamb for us.  Will you come 
to Him?  Will you leave all your works behind and come to Jesus by faith alone and have your 
sins forgiven. When Jesus hung between heaven and earth, and cried out, “It is finished!” 

The prophecy was fulfilled. In the mountain of the LORD it was seen. The Lord Jesus Christ had 
shed His blood for our sins and the wrath of the Almighty God was satisfied. Will you come to 
Him by faith? 
 
There is a relationship between Romans 4:17-22 and this text. In Romans 4, Abraham 
believed God even though he could not see how God could make His promise happen. Here 
also the Lord gave him an impossible test. Abraham believed God, not because he could see 
what God was doing, but because he knew God and knew God could call life from the dead and 
call things that did not exist into existence. Can we trust God in an impossible situation? That is 
the true measure of our faith. 
 


