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Review: 
 
PHARAOH HEARS OF JOSEPH’S REUNION 
 
Genesis 45: 16-20 
 Surely the news of the reunion had a positive effect upon Pharaoh. One he liked 
Joseph and two he needed Joseph. Pharaoh was Semite Hyksos and Joseph was a Semite 
Jew.  So the two had a similar heritage. Joseph never did assimilate into the Egyptian 
culture regardless of his wife and position. The Egyptians were xenophobic and viewed 
themselves as a “better” class of people than other races. They were descendants of 
Noah’s son Ham. Joseph remained true to Jehovah God and never worshipped the 
polytheistic false gods of the Egyptians. Without his birth family nearby Pharaoh must 
have realized the potential tenuous relationship Joseph had to the nation Egypt. Now that 
the famine emergency planning was accomplished, what would keep him in Egypt? 
Pharaoh needed Joseph and wanted his family to join him here. If his family was with 
him in Egypt then the chance of Joseph staying in Egypt to serve Pharaoh was strong. So 
Pharaoh essentially commanded Joseph to instruct his brethren to take wagons (first 
mention of wagon in the Bible) with adequate provisions for the trip back to Canaan and 
return with his father. From time immemorial Egypt was rich in small, two-wheeled 
carriages, which could be used even where there were no roads (Genesis 50:9; Exodus 
14:6; Isaiah 36:9). So the instructions were to be given to the brothers to return to Canaan 
and bring the entire family without burdening themselves with too many utensils such as 
furniture. Pharaoh would provide them with all they needed once they returned. It must 
have impressed Pharaoh to learn that Joseph’s family was of “royal” heritage and not 
slaves. While in prison Joseph assured the cupbearer to let Pharaoh know this when he 
was restored so Joseph could be released from his unjustified imprisonment. Of course it 
was not politically expedient for him to do that and Joseph languished in prison for two 
additional years from the time Joseph interpreted his dream and the cupbearer’s (butler’s) 
restoration at Pharaoh’s rebirth celebration.  
 
THE DEPARTURE AND PROVISIONS 
 
Genesis 45: 21-25 
 Joseph carried out Pharaoh’s commandments regarding the fetching of Jacob and 
the provisions provided for the journey. Interestingly Joseph gave all his brothers except 
Benjamin a change of clothes (raiment). To Benjamin he gave five changes of clothes 
and one hundred pieces of silver. Joseph continued to test the brothers, still not having 
complete trust in them. He was looking for an envious response from them as in earlier 
tests. One must forgive others but it is prudent to be wary of them in future dealings. 
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 Joseph, at Pharaoh’s command laded ten asses with fine delicacy provisions from 
Egypt to repay Jacob’s kindness in sending fruit and spices with the brothers on their last 
trip. Additionally, he laded another ten asses with basic staples of grain and bread for 
Jacob’s family to consume on the trip from Canaan to Egypt. As they departed Joseph 
admonished his brothers not to quarrel with one another on the way back to Canaan. 
Again he knew them well and now had the authority over them to correct their behavior,  
by force, if necessary so that they would remain civil to one another, especially toward 
Benjamin. Finally the text tells us they departed to the north and east from Egypt across 
the Sinai into southern Canaan to their father Jacob who was in Beersheba. Beersheba is 
right on the southern most boundary of Canaan at the edge of the Negev. 
 
JACOB LEARNS THAT JOSEPH LIVES 
 
Genesis 45: 26-28 
 The brothers immediately came to Jacob to tell him of Joseph’s elevation to 
Viceroy of Egypt and that he was still alive. Jacob knowing the behavior of these men in 
the past did not believe them at first but never the less his heart was shaken at the 
possibility that what they were saying was true. The Hebrew word used here for “and 
they told him” is wayagidu, which has an unusual spelling. It is missing one letter from 
the normal spelling. This has given rise to a Jewish non-Scriptural explanation found in a 
noncanonical Jewish writing known as the Book of Yashar (54: 91-104). Within it the 
writers claim that Jacob’s family was approached first by Asher’s daughter before the 
sons told Jacob so as to soften the blow that was to shortly be given to him of Joseph’s 
situation.  

Having heard the melodious soothing words of granddaughter singing that his 
favorite son still alive it caused his potential heart attack to be diminished when the sons 
told him. So the shock of hearing that Joseph was still alive did not put him in cardiac 
arrest so the plain text does say his” heart fainted” not failed. Some view this as 
hyperbole and dismiss the idea that Jacob’s heart fainted at all. One can only imagine the 
impact of his news after twenty-two years of believing that Joseph was dead to hear he 
lives and is ruler of Egypt. Seeing the empty wagons ready to move he and his family to 
Egypt, his spirit was revived and he said, “ It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will 
go and see him before I die” The text in this verse uses his new name Israel pertaining to 
the nation that would come from his loins. He realized that the Abrahamic Covenant 
promises were going to be partially fulfilled through him. He was determined to travel to 
Egypt to see Joseph before he died. 
 
ISRAEL MEETS WITH GOD 
 
Genesis 46: 1-4 
 Jacob left on the journey with all his family and livestock. This was the second 
and last time he would be leaving Canaan. He stopped in Beersheba to make an offering 
to God. There, on the border of Canaan, where Abraham and Isaac had called upon the 
name of the Lord (Genesis 21:33; 26:25), he offered sacrifices. The text states that this is 
the God of his father Isaac, who died ten years earlier, to differentiate from the pagan 
gods in the region and those down in Egypt as well. He must have been very concerned 
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about the truthfulness of his sons, the famine and the promises of the Abrahamic 
Covenant that he had known all his life. Could God be using him as His instrument to 
fulfil part of the Covenant? He needed to meet with God in this time of great stress and 
need. As he sacrificed, God appeared to Israel for the eighth and last time (as far as has 
been revealed in Scripture; Genesis 28: 13; 31: 3; 31: 11; 32: 1; 32: 30; 35: 9; 46: 2) in a 
vision using his new name interchangeably with his given name Jacob. This certifies his 
God given name as authentic and will be the name of the nation that will be refined in 
Egypt over the next four hundred years. God called out to him twice in rapid succession, 
Jacob, Jacob. Repetition indicates importance as if to say listen up! Jacob responded 
likewise in the affirmative, “Here am I.” God identifies Himself as the one who made the 
Covenant with his father and by inference his grandfather Abraham. He tells Jacob to not 
fear going down to Egypt, as it is ordained. God told Isaac not to go to Egypt. But now 
He sanctions the trip down there. This is the first time any of the patriarchs leave the 
Land by divine decree. Neither Abraham, Isaac nor Jacob’s first journey to Haran out of 
Canaan was by divine decree. But now it is and God comforts Jacob with his knowledge. 
God promises to be with him and He makes a promise. Through his name Israel he will 
become a great nation. While in Egypt the Jews will not intermarry. The xenophobia of 
the Egyptians will insure this as will God’s direction. Exodus 1: 7 clearly affirms the 
outcome of this. As God is promising to be with him He says, “I will go down with thee 
into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again.” This is a two-fold promise. One 
the Exodus will provide the Israelites safe journey out of Egypt to the Promised Land and 
two Jacob will personally be transported back after he dies. Finally, God assures him that, 
“Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes” meaning that Joseph will close his eyes at his 
death. This comfort is decidedly different than the pain his sons caused him when he 
considered dying without ever seeing Joseph again (Genesis 37: 35). 
 
THE ARRIVAL IN EGYPT 
 
Genesis 46: 5-7 
 So Jacob went to Egypt after the worshipping of God at Beersheba. His sons 
brought all the children and grandchildren in the wagons provided by Pharaoh. The also 
took their livestock and their personal belongings to Egypt with them. This move out of 
the Land would last for four hundred years. He had daughters as the text says in addition 
to Dinah, which is the only female named in Scripture. None of his family remained in 
the Land. Jacob now will spend the last seventeen years of his life living in relative 
luxury in the most powerful nation in the world at the bequest of its two highest officers 
in government, Pharaoh and his beloved son Joseph. 
 
Today’s Message: 
 
THE FAMILY OF ISRAEL THE JOURNEYED TO EGYPT 
 
Genesis 46: 8-27 
 

8And these are the names of the children of Israel, who came into Egypt, 
Jacob and his sons: Reuben, Jacob’s first-born. 9And the sons of Reuben: 
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Hanoch, and Pallu, and Hezron, and Carmi. 10And the sons of Simeon: 
Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a 
Canaanitish woman. 11And the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 
12And the sons of Judah: Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Perez, and Zerah; 
but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. And the sons of Perez were 
Hezron and Hamul. 13And the sons of Issachar: Tola, and Puvah, and Iob, 
and Shimron. 14And the sons of Zebulun: Sered, and Elon, and Jahleel. 
15These are the sons of Leah, whom she bare unto Jacob in Paddan-aram, 
with his daughter Dinah: all the souls of his sons and his daughters were 
thirty and three. 16And the sons of Gad: Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and 
Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli. 17And the sons of Asher: Imnah, and 
Ishvah, and Ishvi, and Beriah, and Serah their sister; and the sons of Beriah: 
Heber, and Malchiel. 18These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to 
Leah his daughter; and these she bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls. 19The 
sons of Rachel Jacob’s wife: Joseph and Benjamin. 20And unto Joseph in the 
land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the 
daughter of Poti-phera priest of On, bare unto him. 21And the sons of 
Benjamin: Bela, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, 
Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. 22These are the sons of Rachel, who were 
born to Jacob: all the souls were fourteen. 23And the sons of Dan: Hushim. 
24And the sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem. 
25These are the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, 
and these she bare unto Jacob: all the souls were seven. 26All the souls that 
came with Jacob into Egypt, that came out of his loins, besides Jacob’s sons’ 
wives, all the souls were threescore and six; 27and the sons of Joseph, who 
were born to him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of 
Jacob, that came into Egypt, were threescore and ten (ASV 1901).  

 
It is important for us to remember that one principal reason that God took the 

Hebrews down to Egypt was to keep them from intermarrying into the Canaanites. Shaul 
was the son of a Canaanitish woman and that means he had a different mother than the 
other sons of Simeon. So Shaul’s mother was either a concubine or she was a second wife 
since only he is listed as her son. Most of Jacob’s sons were not married to Canaanite 
women. There had been some intermarriage though such as Judah and Simeon and that 
was why God wanted to move them out of Canaan. They had to remain pure. It is quite 
clear from Exodus chapter one that they did remain separate and a pure race of people. 

Three times in the Old Testament, it is stated that seventy people from the house 
of Jacob went down into Egypt. Here is Genesis 46:27, and the sons of Joseph, who were 
born to him in Egypt, were two souls: all the souls of the house of Jacob, that came into 
Egypt, were threescore and ten. In the first few verses of the book of Exodus, Jacob’s 
sons are named, and then it states, there were seventy persons” (Exodus 1:1,5). The third 
Old Testament reference to this number is found in Deuteronomy 10:22, where Moses 
spoke to the Israelites about the “great and awesome things” that God had done for them 
(10:21). He then reminded the children of Israel of how their “fathers went down to Egypt 
with seventy persons,” which Jehovah made “as the stars of heaven in multitude” 
(Deuteronomy 10:22). One issue to resolve is how the number seventy can be understood 



 5 

in light of Stephen’s statement recorded in Acts 7:12-14. Then Joseph sent and called his 
father Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy-five people” Skeptics, criticize the 
authority of the Bible when they see the Acts passage while Genesis 46:27, Exodus 1:5, 
and Deuteronomy 10:22 mention only “seventy persons.” Exactly how many of Jacob’s 
household went to Egypt? Stephen did not contradict the Old Testament passages where 
the number seventy is used. He used the Septuagint which says seventy-five. That was 
the preferred Old Testament Bible in the first century A.D. The Septuagint number is 
supported by the Dead Sea Scrolls (written between 200 B.C.-68 AD).  Stephen stated 
that seventy-five persons were in Jacob’s family, but the Hebrew text has “seventy” in 
both Genesis 46:27 and Exodus 1:5. In both places the Septuagint has seventy-five. So 
then, Stephen, a Greek-speaking Jew, would have used the Septuagint.  

The Septuagint was written between 200-300 B.C. by seventy Hebrew Scholars in 
Alexandria Egypt. It is not clear which Hebrew text they used for the translation. The 
Septuagint is older than the current Hebrew Masoretic (600-1000 A.D.) text, from which 
our Bibles are translated. This means that the wording can be no more accurate than the 
abilities of the purported seventy Jewish translators who each translated a portion of the 
Ancient Scriptures of Israel into Greek to create the Greek Septuagint. Most modern 
Bibles use the Masoretic text rather that the Septuagint.  

This difficulty of the two numbers of Jacob’s family going to Egypt, however, can 
be resolved in other ways. One of the most widely accepted solutions is to recognize that 
the Hebrew text includes Jacob, Joseph, and Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh 
(a total of seventy), but that the Septuagint omits Jacob and Joseph but includes Joseph’s 
seven grandchildren (mentioned in 1 Chronicles 7:14-15, 20-25). This is supported by the 
Hebrew in Genesis 46:8-26 which enumerates 66 names, omitting Jacob, Joseph, and 
Joseph’s two sons. Another solution is that the Septuagint’s seventy-five includes the 
sixty-six plus the nine wives of Jacob’s twelve sons (Judah’s and Simeon’s wives had 
died and Joseph’s wife was in Egypt). In short the lists are complete yet it differs in 
which individuals are counted. The differences between the Masoretic text and the 
Septuagint are miniscule. The Hebrews, since the tenth-century have used the Masoretic 
text for all their Bibles. This is the authoritative Hebrew text of the Jewish Bible. While 
the Masoretic Text defines the books of the Jewish canon, it also defines the precise 
letter-text of these biblical books, with their vocalization and accentuation known as the 
Masorah. In short it teaches how to pronounce previously pronunciations that had not 
been passed down. Prior to the Masoretes only the consonants were written much like 
modern Hebrew. 
 
JOSEPH MEETS HIS FATHER 
 
Genesis 46: 28-34 
 

28And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to show the way before him unto 
Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. 29And Joseph made ready 
his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen; and he 
presented himself unto him, and fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good 
while. 30And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy 
face, that thou art yet alive. 31And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his 
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father’s house, I will go up, and tell Pharaoh, and will say unto him, My 
brethren, and my father’s house, who were in the land of Canaan, are come 
unto me; 32and the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of cattle; 
and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 
33And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What 
is your occupation? 34that ye shall say, Thy servants have been keepers of 
cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and our fathers: that ye may 
dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the 
Egyptians (ASV 1901).  

 
 Jacob sent Judah ahead since he had the most interaction and negotiation with 
Joseph to map out the route to Goshen. Judah would meet with Joseph and determine 
exactly which spot in Goshen he had selected for the family to settle. The text says that 
Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen.  He had 
to make this arrival to meet with Jacob his father a royal event. Joseph was going in the 
second royal chariot given to him by pharaoh. He was also probably dressed accordingly 
as the viceroy of Egypt reminiscent of the coat of many colors given to him by his father 
twenty-two years ago. The reunion showed Joseph to Jacob as stunning, because Jacob 
would see Joseph in full regalia. Joseph had to consider the politics of appearance to the 
Egyptians as well. 
 The meeting was an exceptionally emotional one as Joseph presented himself unto 
him, and fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. Jacob being entirely 
satisfied with seeing his favorite son whom he thought dead for these twenty-two years 
exclaimed,” Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, that thou art yet alive.” Jacob 
could see that Joseph had not changed spiritually over this long absence. He was 
reassured that he go to his eternal rest with peace of mind not expecting that he would 
live another seventeen years with Joseph in Egypt. 
 Joseph now had placed the family in Goshen but he still required confirming this 
with pharaoh. Joseph was confident that this blessing would be received from pharaoh if 
they followed some cultural instructions so as to accede to Egyptian internal politics. If 
they family would do exactly as he said they could easily fit in to the culture, Native 
Egyptians did not like sheepherders and foreigners. They were an abomination to them. 
By inviting the Jews down to Egypt pharaoh was creating a problem of assimilation for 
the Jews. There were two situations that added to the assimilation issue. One, the country 
was governed by Semites (occupiers not Egyptians) and two; they were in the early 
stages of a seven-year famine. The shepherds and their flocks would eat any crops still in 
the fields and use precious grain stored for the famine. So Joseph gave the family 
instructions to say, “Thy servants have been keepers of cattle from our youth even until 
now, both we, and our fathers.” If they did this they would be able to stay by stating that 
they have done this all their lives and had no transferrable skills. This was all they could 
do. One of the reasons for locating them in Goshen away from Memphis was to avoid the 
social unrest their immigration would cause. 
 
NEXT WEEK: HONOR COMES TO ISRAEL’S FAMILY 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
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