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Message:  Christ’s Strategy for Standing Firm
Text:         1 Peter 5:8-14

Introduction

  A.   Last week in 5:1-7 we recalled that humbling ourselves under the mighty had of
God includes accepting God-appointed times of suffering, entrusting ourselves to
our faithful Creator by continuing to do what is good in His sight.

1 Peter 4:19   Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their

souls to a faithful Creator in doing good. 

  B.  Many anxieties can result from professing faith in Christ, whether in the polytheistic
culture of Peter’s day or the pluralistic culture of our own day that is hostile to the
exclusivistic claim of Christianity that there is one God and one mediator
between God and humanity - Jesus Christ, that there is no other name given    
among humanity whereby we must be saved - Jesus Christ, that there is only
one way to come to God the Father - by faith in Christ alone.  The loss of social
status and respect, the loss of income, job advancement or a job itself, the loss
of relationships with family and friends, the loss of personal and religious
freedom, the loss of health, and in extreme cases, life itself, have been real
possibilities for believers throughout the world in Peter’s day and in our own.

  C.  The Lord is neither unaware nor unconcerned about the experiences of His faithful,
suffering people, and so He lovingly calls and commands us to cast our anxieties
upon Him, wanting us to understand that the sufferings He appoints for us in no
way negate the reality that He cares for us.

1 Peter 5:6   Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you

at the proper time,  casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  7

  D.  In a further demonstration of God’s loving care for His suffering people, He gives
us 3 additional protective commands in 5:8-14. If He didn’t desire to preserve us,
He wouldn’t warn/instruct us as follows:

I.  5:8  Be sober and alert to the danger posed by the devil.

1 Peter 5:8  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

  A.  We are to be alert to the devil’s existence.

      1.  Satan is happy to be exposed for the purpose of being feared and worshiped.

      2.  But he is also happy to use stealth to avoid detection - happy to enter our hearts 
through the front or back door.



2 Corinthians 11:14   And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 

a.  So he is no doubt perfectly content to have famous TV preachers like the late
Robert Schuller go on national television and deny the existence of a personal
devil.

  b.  termites are very happy when no one thinks they are present in your house.
      
      3.  But why entrust your life and destiny to the fallible words of men rather than the

infallible Word of God? 

      4.  Jesus prayed to His heavenly Father for us, saying, (John 17:17 ) Sanctify them in the

truth; Your word is truth. 
 a.  OT witness:  Gen 3, Job 1:7, 1 Chrion 21:1;  Zech 3:1;

Genesis 3:1  Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the

LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not

eat from any tree of the garden '?"  

Job 1:7   The LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" Then Satan answered

the LORD and said, "From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it." 

1 Chronicles 21:1  Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number

Israel. 

Zechariah 3:1  Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of

the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 

  b.  every NT writer bears witness to the devil's existence

  B.  We are to be alert to and appreciate the devil’s intentions and power.  The devil is
an adversary and                 predator.  The sovereignty of God does not
negate the reality of the devil’s power.  Like a lion, he shows    no pity.  His
intention is our destruction.  His power encompasses the whole world.

1 Peter 5:8  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

1 John 5:19   W e know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the

evil one. 

      1.  (Be sober, alert) He has power to deceive and blind people

Luke 8:12   "And those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and

takes away the word from their heart, so that they may not believe and be saved. 

2 Corinthians 4:3  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  in 4

whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might

not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Revelation 12:9  And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the

devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; .... 



      2.  to enter the hearts of unbelievers

Luke 22:3   And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the number of

the twelve. 

Acts 5:3   But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and

to keep back some of the price of the land? 

      3.  to tempt and incite believers to sin, exploiting our character flaws and weakness

   1 Chronicles 21:1  Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel. 

1Cor. 7:5   Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time that you may devote

yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest Satan tempt you because of your lack of

self-control. 

      4.  to obstruct the ministry of believers

1Thess. 2:18   For we wanted to come to you - I, Paul, more than once -and yet Satan thwarted
us.

      5.  to make sick

Job 2:7   Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and smote Job with sore

boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 

Luke 13:11  And there was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a

spirit; and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at all. ...  "And this woman, a 16

daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not

have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?" 

Acts 10:38   "You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with

power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,

for God was with Him. 

      6.  to destroy by natural disaster and crime

Job 1:12   Then the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put

forth your hand on him."  ...   a messenger came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and 14

the donkeys feeding beside them,  and the Sabeans attacked and took them. They also slew 15

the servants with the edge of the sword, ...   "The fire of God fell from heaven and burned16

up the sheep and the servants and consumed them , ..."  ... "The Chaldeans formed three 17

bands and made a raid on the camels and took them and slew the servants with the edge

of the sword, ..."  ...  "Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 18

oldest brother's house,  and behold, a great wind came from across the wilderness and 19

struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young people and they died ...." 

      7.  to incite persecutions against believers 

2Cor. 12:7   And because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep

me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to

buffet me -to keep me from exalting myself! 

Rev. 2:10   'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of

you into prison, ...., you will have tribulation for ten days.



      8.  to manipulate governments

Luke 4:5   And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

 And the devil said to Him, "I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed6

over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.  "Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all 7

be Yours." 

Revelation 12:3  Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having

seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. 17:9 ...  The seven heads are

seven mountains on which the woman sits,  and they are seven kings; ...  "The ten horns 10 12

which you saw are ten kings ...

      9.  to kill

Hebr. 2:14   Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of

the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that

is, the devil; 

  C.  Yet in calling us to be sober and alert to the existence, activity, and power of the devil, the
Lord does not want us to become terrified, faint-hearted, or overemphasize his power. 
God enables us to overcome 
Satan by God’s power.

1John 4:4   You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He

who is in you than he who is in the world.

  D.  Therefore, the Lord commands us ... 

II.  5:9  Resist the devil by a firm faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 5:9  But resist him , firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering

are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 

  A.  firm in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the object of our faith.

Psalm 125:1  Those who trust in the LORD are as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved but abides

forever.  As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds His people from this 2

time forth and forever. 

  B.    The Lord bolsters our faith by adding to our knowledge 3 facts:

      1.  knowing the same sufferings are being accomplished by Christians worldwide.  What is
happening to us is not strange or isolated to us.  This is “normal” in this present age for
those who are godly.

1 Peter 5:9  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering

are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.



1 Peter 4:12  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon

you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 

Philippians 1:29   For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him,

but also to suffer for His sake,  experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and 30

now hear to be in me.

1 Thessalonians 2:14   For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ

Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own

countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, 

      2.  5:10  knowing that God will perfect you, and thus establish you, through sufferings.  If the
sinless Son of God needed perfecting (completing) through sufferings, how much more
do we need such perfecting!

1 Peter 5:10   After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His

eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 

Hebrews 2:10   For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things,

in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. ... 

5:8  Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.  And 9

having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation, 

James 1:2   Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  knowing that the 3

testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that 4

you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

      3.  knowing that eternal dominion is God's, not Satan's.

1 Peter 5:10   After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His

eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  To Him be 11

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Revelation 11:15  Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying,

"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He

will reign forever and ever." 

III.  5:12  Stand firm in the grace of God.

1 Peter 5:12   Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you

briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!

  A.  After Friday’s supreme court decision changing our country’s legal definition of marriage
and distorting the definition given to us by God, who created the institution of marriage, a
news commentator said that the Republican party must adapt it’s position on gay
marriage or die. When it comes to defining morality, the word of political pundits is
“adapt of die.”  The Word of God says, “Stand firm and live!”

  B.  This past April at the Women of the World Summit, former senator and Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, referring in part to abortion rights, said, “... deep seated cultural codes,
religious beliefs ... have to be changed.”  God, the present Creator and Ruler of the



universe says don’t deviate from My Word, “Stand firm in it.”

  C.  7 years ago, our current president, who Friday in Charleston spoke and sang about the grace
of God, said that marriage is between one man and one woman.  He has changed his
moral position, but God has not! This is the true grace of God, stand firm in it!

Conclusion

  A.  So church, don’t be discouraged by Satan’s overt and covert operations in this world.  

  B.  But rather ...

      1.  5:8  Be sober and alert to His scheming

      2.  5:9  Resist him by your firm faith in the Lord Jesus Christ

      3.  5:10 Submit to God’s perfecting, confirming, strengthening, and establishing you through
sufferings.

      4.  5:11 Take courage that eternal dominion belongs to the Lord, who will bring the
kingdoms of this world into complete subjection at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

      5.  5:12 In a changing, shifting, adapting world, stand firm in the true grace of God.

  C.  Finally ...

2 Thessalonians 3:1  Finally, brethren, pray ...   that we will be rescued from perverse and2

evil men; for not all have faith.  But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect 3

you from the evil one. 

Rom. 16:20   ... the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.  

1 Peter 5:14  Peace be to you all who are in Christ. 
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