
INTRODUCTION 

 

After Jesus began his ministry with this baptism, temptations, calling of his first disciples, and 

his first sign, he went to Jerusalem and expelled the traders from the Temple. 

 

JESUS ACTED AS IF HE HAD AUTHORITY OVER GOD'S HOUSE AND WORSHIP 
 
This was not the only occasion he claimed authority in matters relating to God. When quoting 

rabbinic traditions he often added, "But I say unto you ..." He interpreted God's Law even saying 

he was "Lord of the Sabbath".  
On this occasion he disrupted the commercial transactions that were taking place, even removing 

the traders by force. He had nothing against business - God's Word recognises it as a legitimate 

activity. Jesus' concern was the use of God's house for such activity.  
His justification for acting in this way lay in what he said. It was "my Father's house" therefore it 

was set apart for the worship of God. Others might not have been justified in taking the law into 

their own hands, but Jesus claimed a special relationship with God.  
That speaks to us of his role today in the way we 'do church' and worship God. In all these things 

we are under his authority.  
 
THE EXCHANGE BETWEEN JESUS AND THOSE PRESENT IS INSTRUCTIVE 
 
They questioned his right to act in that way. They asked him to "give a sign" to prove that he had 

God's authority (as Moses had given signs to the Children of Israel). A similar challenge is given 

to the church today about the Christian faith - "prove it".  
Jesus did not give them what they asked for. He was under no obligation, and he knew they 

would not accept a sign even if he gave one.  
Instead he promised a future sign. Since they were thinking about God's Temple he used the 

word "temple" to speak about himself. (Since he was God in human flesh he could do that).  
He predicted they would kill his body (residence of God though it was). He then said he would 

raise it three days later - a prediction of his resurrection.  
It was an enigmatic statement. He knew their request was not sincere. He did not have to prove 

himself to them. He could afford to leave them puzzled.  
The saying would prove important later. When he was crucified and rose from the dead it 

showed that his claims were valid - in hindsight they should have seen that he did have the 

authority he claimed - only the Christ was predicted to rise from the dead (Psalm 16:10). It 

would also show the criminality of their opposition to him.  
His Second Coming will be like that. He has predicted it. When it happens it will validate our 

faith or condemn our unbelief. If we do not respond to God's signs they will be the means of our 

damnation. The evidence he has given in the gospels is sufficient. More would not persuade us, 

and more is not needed.  
Jesus' resurrection shows his authority. He is "the firstborn from the dead" (Colossians 1:18). It 

"declared him to be the Son of God" (Romans 1:4). Therefore he is the head of the church, a son 

over God's house (Hebrews 3:6). In the Revelation John saw him walking among the churches 

and holding their messengers in his hand (Revelation 1:12-20).  
 
THIS HAD TWO EFFECTS ON JESUS' DISCIPLES 



 
It had an effect on them at the time. It reminded them of the words' "Zeal for your house has 

consumed me" (Psalm 69:9). They saw his devotion to God and his worship. They also saw that 

he fitted that Old Testament prophecy of the Messiah. It had a different effect three years later. 

When Jesus rose from the dead they remembered what he had said. That event did not take place 

in a vacuum; it was part of God's purpose and Jesus had known that.  
It proved his uniqueness. It showed divine approval of all he had done. It confirmed their faith in 

him. They had called him "Teacher" and "Lord" (John 13:13). His resurrection was another sign 

of his authority.  
 
THIS HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR US 
 
All of this had significant implications for us.  
We should treat the worldwide church of Christ with great care and respect, especially our part 

of it. We should recognise the church gathered in worship as "God's house". It is his residence (1 

Peter 2:4-5).  
The service of God is in a class by itself, especially its organised corporate worship. It belongs to 

heaven; it is an alien in fallen human society and holy to the Lord (1 Peter 1:1). It is not entitled 

to reflect society, but to assist and correct it as salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16).  
It is the household if Christ, and as such it comes under Christ's authority. We should relate to 

one another, live our lives, and worship God, all according to Christ's Word. His parables speak 

of his people as serving him even though they are his "friends" (Matthew 25:14-30; John 15:12-

15). The Apostle Paul spoke of himself as Christ's "bondservant".  
This incident should influence our attitude to Christ and how we relate to him.  
It points to who he is - God incarnate, the Son of God in our nature. As the temple of God he is 

Immanuel, God with us. It reminds us of his human feelings and his divine love and power.  
It points to his death and resurrection - bearing human sin on the cross but returning to life 

cleared of all accusations. That should give us hope and lead us to shelter behind the amends he 

made there.  
It gives his message greater credibility when we see that his sign was valid - he has the authority 

he claimed to have. That speaks to us of his authority to judge and forgive, to punish or restore to 

life - "the keys of Hades and of death" (Revelation 1:18).  
Just as he refused to give additional proof to people who had evidence enough so he expects us 

to have faith in him on the basis of the gospel records and their fulfilment of prophecy. 
 


