
Immediacy
Matthew, a Preaching Series
By William J. Sturm

Bible Text: Matthew 4:12-25; Matthew 14:34-36
Preached on: Wednesday, July 23, 2014

Berean Baptist Church
517 Glensford Drive
Fayetteville, NC 28314

Website: www.bereanbaptistchurch.org
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/bereanbaptistch

Matthew 4:12, "Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed 
into Galilee; And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the 
sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: That it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet." So here we have Isaiah, well, we have Isaiah the prophet 
speaking for the third time in the book of Matthew. By the way, you'll notice that it 
speaks of leaving Nazareth. Nazareth is, man, I have old eyes, how did that happen? Here 
is the Sea of Galilee here and here is Capernaum right there, and Nazareth, I am 
squinting, there it is right there. It's that one that looks like it's spelled like Nazareth, 
okay? "Leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, 
in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim," verse 14, we've already read that. Verse 15, 
"The land of Zabulon," is what Isaiah says. This is from Isaiah 9:1, "The land of Zabulon 
and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles." Here's Nazareth, by the way, in current day.   

Now, let's talk about some of these places we're talking about in this passage. Here is the 
whole of Palestine and here is the northern part. Again, this is pretty much what you just 
saw but I want you to notice that Jesus left this Nazareth and went to Capernaum in the 
previous verse and now we are finishing the prophecy of Isaiah 9. Verse 15, "the land of 
Zabulon," end of the verse, "by the way of the sea." The way of the sea. You might notice 
that there are some roads here marked out for you. The way of the sea. Here are some 
main trade routes. Here is what is known as the way of the sea. You might notice it goes 
right by the Sea of Galilee into Galilee of the Gentiles. Please notice that there in verse 
15. "The way of the sea beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles." Here's the Jordan River 
going from the Sea of Galilee down to the Dead Sea and even some tributaries of the 
Jordan River up here north of the Sea of Galilee. So theoretically, if you were to take the 
lakes out, the Jordan River would go from here down to here, okay? And often times 
these tributaries to the Jordan River were known as the Jordan River. So here Isaiah says 
that there is going to be a light to the Gentiles by the way of the sea beyond Jordan.

Verse 16, "The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death light is sprung up. From that time Jesus began to preach, and 
to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And Jesus, walking by the sea of 
Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
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the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men." So we have a prophecy of Isaiah and then we have a repeat. 

Now, let me see if I can help us all get in touch with what Matthew is doing. If you're 
new here tonight, this might be news but if you've been here the last 2 1/2, three months, 
this will not be news what I'm about to say. Matthew assumes that you know something. 
What does he assume that you know as a reader of Matthew? Yeah, the Old Testament 
primarily because he was a publican, he was a good Jew religiously other than the fact 
that he robbed his own people and was quite the franchisee when it came to the IRS. He 
was able to take off the top a couple of times and people didn't like him at all. He was 
hated. 

We'll get to his conversion in chapter 9, but he writes to the Hebrews and we're excited to 
find out more about Matthew, but Matthew expects you to know when he quotes Isaiah, 
of course they didn't have chapter and verse then, so he says, "Isaiah the prophet said 
this." Isaiah was made up of three or more large scrolls and it depends on really what 
material it was written on and how big the letters were and so when I say three scrolls, 
that's typical. That's what I understand from my research is the entire book of Isaiah took 
up about three scrolls.

So there is something else that I think that he expects you to know and, by the way, you 
shouldn't be surprised that he, Jesus, is going and visiting Peter and Andrew in Galilee. Is 
everyone with me? I want to make sure you're catching these details. You know that I 
don't say much of anything other than the Willy Wonka reference that you don't need to 
know later on in the message. So here he is, he's calling Peter and Andrew, but this is not 
the first time he saw Peter and Andrew. You will notice where are they right now? In this 
passage? Sea of Galilee. You might remember John 1 says that around the time of his 
baptism, one of the disciples was Andrew, Peter's brother. And John wasn't baptizing in 
Galilee so Jesus and Andrew and Peter have met before if you were to compare with John 
1, but here we are, they're coming up and Jesus is finding them back in their hometown. 

People say, "Well, where did they live exactly? Why are they fishing in the Sea of 
Galilee if he could find them somewhere around Bethabara where John was baptizing on 
the north end of this Dead Sea?" Which is this body of water here. Not there, here. Where 
exactly did the disciples live? Well, the disciples were not poor folks. They were 
fishermen. They were proprietors, proprietary. They had fishing businesses. John, for 
example, we find out was so well known by the priest, the high priest's family that he was 
the only disciple who was allowed in the courtyard on the night of Jesus' betrayal. Do you 
remember that? Well, a good for nothing fishermen from Galilee who doesn't have a 
house or anything in Jerusalem wouldn't be known by the high priest. Furthermore, when 
Jesus was hanging on the cross, do you remember one of his parting words was for the 
care of his mother, and John in his Gospel is careful to tell us that immediately the 
Apostle John took Mary, Jesus' mother, back to his home. Well, surely that was a home 
in Jerusalem. 
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So these disciples had multiple residences. One of them was in Galilee, one of them 
probably was in Jerusalem, and Jesus comes up and he preaches the same message to 
John preaches in verse 17 and we'll get to that in just a moment. But when he passes by 
Peter and Andrew and says, "Follow me," the last time anyone did that was in 1 Kings 19 
when a prophet by the name of Elijah the Tishbite walked by his fellow one, his 
understudy, his prodigy, his successor. What was his name? Elisha. Elijah and Elisha. 
Elijah was the first one and do you remember what he did when he passed by Elisha? Did 
he say, "Follow me"? Well, not with his words but what did he do? He put his mantle, 
thanks Jean. Put his mantle on him. He took the mantle of a prophet off and put it on 
Elisha and Elisha said, "Let me go first and tell my mom and dad goodbye." And Jesus, 
rather Elijah said, Jesus, I was stuck back in 1 Kings. Elijah said, "Well, okay." Here 
however, Jesus comes by and says, "Follow me and I will make you fishers of men," and 
I want you to notice what it says in verse 20, "And they straightway left their nets, and 
followed him." Elisha burned the plows and offered a sacrifice of oxen and there hasn't 
been another prophet who has come by since then and said, "Hey, come with me. You're 
going to take over for me eventually." Well, what chapter of Matthew did the disciples 
take over for Jesus in? 28, yeah, that's right. What do we call that? The great commission. 

So we see here, once again, that Jesus, Matthew is putting you in mind of an Old 
Testament prophet by the name of Elijah and his understudy Elisha but here we go in 
verse 21, "And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; 
and he called them. And they immediately left the ship and," look here, "and their father." 
Remember they left their father. Now, I have a question for you that I have loaded so that 
I can answer it. That's not nice, is it? Why did these men feel at liberty to leave their dad 
and why didn't their dad follow quickly behind and say, "Wait just a minute, you get back 
here and play your part of this family business"? They left the nets and the ship and their 
father. The previous two left their nets, you might notice that in verse 20, and these two 
left the ship and their father in verse 22.

Verse 23, "And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease 
among the people. And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all 
sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were 
possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and 
he healed them." The word behind "healed" there in the Greek is the word we get our 
word "therapy" from. He therapied them. What can I tell you? That is a much better way 
of being therapied. On the spot, like that.

Verse 25, "And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis." Here we are, Decapolis. So Galilee, look here. Decapolis. Where else? "From 
Jerusalem, from Judaea, from beyond Jordan." But we also see from verse 24 that he 
went into Syria. Isn't that interesting? That's a lot of walking. That's a lot of healing. 
That's so strange. A lot of healing.
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Now, some would have us say that Jesus was here to show us, and I've heard so many 
ways and you have too. If you've ever been in a liberal church of any kind or if you've 
heard any liberal preaching of any kind, you'll hear something like, "Jesus came to show 
us how to live." Isn't that sweet? That's so sweet. That's so sweet. Precious. He came here 
to teach us how to live. Okay, well, we are failing miserably if he came to teach us how 
to live. How many people have you healed on the spot? Any of you itinerant folks that 
had Judea and Decapolis come out and get you to heal their young'uns? No, me neither. 
Me neither.

So I want to, first of all, draw your attention to the fact that we're going to be dealing with 
the idea of immediacy tonight. Immediacy. I have found six lessons in this passage of 
Scripture and then I'm going to answer a few questions as to why these men left their nets 
so quickly. Here we go. Maybe I'll completely abandon that plan. 1. First observation: it 
is not always time to die. Look at verse 12, "Now when Jesus had heard that John was 
cast into prison, he departed into Galilee." Where was John? Judea. So let's get this 
straight now. Jesus is apparently close enough to Judea while he's being tempted that he 
has the option and it would make sense for him to go back to Judea. But he doesn't, and 
we're told why he doesn't. We're told in verse 12 that the reason that he doesn't is because 
he heard something. He heard that John was put in prison. It would have been easy 
enough for Jesus to say, "Well, it's my joint. I own the world. I just basically told Satan 
that. I proved it. I own this place. I'll go wherever I want to. I'll do whatever I want." He 
could have even thought to himself, "Maybe they will crucify me and that would fulfill 
the Father's plan, after all." It would have been, I should say, a win-win situation if I was 
writing the story. Why exactly is Jesus avoiding a place where he knows there is trouble? 
This is why: because it's not always time to die for the cause of Christ. 

All right, here are some examples. John 11. You might remember when Lazarus was 
dying, Jesus waited in place where he was, right? And it says that he tarried two more 
days to the point where he got back to the tomb of Lazarus in Bethany and how long had 
Lazarus been dead? Four days he had been dead. You might remember that Thomas said, 
"Well, he's going to die. We're going to go and die with him." We're going to go and die 
with him. He was sure that they were supposed to give themselves in some great cause 
and he was sure that they were supposed to do it right now. I know there are times when 
we count the cost and do the right thing as far as publicly speaking and we feel like, "No, 
I am going to die on this hill." The problem is after you die on a hill there is really no 
way you can do that again. 

In Acts 4 when they arrested the disciples who were preaching publicly, they were 
arrested and when they were put in front of the priest and his cronies there, the same crew 
really that crucified Jesus if you check out Acts and compare it to Luke's crucifixion 
account, passion week account, it's the same group of people that are now planning on 
killing the disciples. And what do they do when they are let go? They go back into the 
temple and preach again. 

But that's not the way it's done all through the book of Acts, not all through the book of 
Acts. In Acts 12, we find people praying for the release of Peter and what are they doing? 
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They are praying in private. There are times when you're supposed to take chances and 
there are times when you're not and I wish I could Rolodex for you and tell you when is 
when. You're going to have to listen to the voice of God. 

Now you know how it is when you're younger and you're pretty sure your dad doesn't 
know anything. Maybe you've never had those days. I doubted my father's wisdom a time 
or two in my teenage years and I remember thinking, "I am going to put the fires of hell 
out with my bare hands. I am going to set this place up for the kingdom of God. I am 
going to win the world to Jesus. God needs me." I remember thinking crazy things like 
that. Well, downtown in Madison, there was State Street and State Street, you know, 
Madison, Wisconsin is not typically known for its bastion of conservatism. As a matter of 
fact, several standings in a row, several polls in a row, it's been second only to Berkeley 
as far as liberalism is concerned. So if you wanted to find a good fight, you could usually 
find one. State Street was a good place for unsaved UW students. You could debate with 
them about evolution; you could debate with them about the existence of God. And you 
know, 18 years old, 17 years old, I thought a debate sounded like a lot of fun and I felt 
like that was just what I was supposed to do.

Then one day someone came to our church with about 400 or 500 copies of a newspaper 
that was almost like a "Sword of the Lord" type of newspaper. I don't know if you've seen 
that, but lots of Scripture, lots of sermons, and every one of them was anti-
homosexuality. Well, I knew that there was a particular place in Madison, Wisconsin 
known as Williamson Street and usually the homosexuals when they would come to town 
would first look at Williamson Street as an opportunity to get an apartment. Naturally, if I 
want to stand for God, I want to take those newspapers, me and my friend Benito, and we 
would go and hand out those papers by ourselves on Williamson Street. My dad said 
something to me at the time that sounded like rank cowardice and liberalism. Here goes, 
"Son, I'm really happy that you want to do the Lord's will, but discretion is the better part 
of valor." 

But apparently Jesus knew there was a time when you were not supposed to die for God. 
Everything has an appropriate time, it seems, if it's not sinful. Otherwise it has no 
appropriate time, amen? So if you're going to go down and smoke for the kingdom of 
God, make sure it's God's idea.

2.  Sometimes your family will not understand what you're doing. You might notice verse 
13, look at this. I mean, it's absurd. There's almost no details. Look at verse 13, "And 
leaving Nazareth." Well, when did he get there? Look at it. "Matthew, when did he get to 
Nazareth? Aren't you leaving something out?" He goes to Galilee and where is Nazareth? 
It's in Galilee. Can you give us a little more detail there? He went to Galilee and left 
Nazareth. Can you tell anything about that? Well, that's where Jesus was raised. We find 
out the last part of chapter 2, right? And we find that this word is used in a similar way in 
the book of Acts where it talks about on their journeys, Paul and his companions saw a 
place and kept going. So this doesn't have the idea that he stayed at Nazareth any amount 
of time and if you compare it with Luke, there's good reason to think that he spent 
probably an afternoon there, maybe.
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But notice he left Nazareth. Now, take your Bible and look at chapter 13. Look at the end 
of chapter 13. I want you to see, please, in verse 53, "And it came to pass, that when 
Jesus had finished these parables, he departed from there." Now, the "there" is not so 
important in the context in as much as proving the point, when he was coming to his own 
country. What was his own country according to chapter 2? The prophet said he will be a 
what? A Nazarene. Is everyone with me? Okay, so he shall be a Nazarene. He goes back 
to Nazareth at the end of chapter 13 and they said they were astonished saying, "Whence 
hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?" He's supposed to be dumb. Look at 
the next verse, "Is not this the carpenter's son?" We know carpenters can't read. How in 
the world is he talking like an authority here? Isn't this Joseph's son? Of course, they were 
wrong there, weren't they? "Is not his mother called Mary and his brethren, James and 
Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath 
this man all these things? And they were offended in him." The people of Nazareth were 
offended at Jesus because he came back talking like an authority. "But Jesus said unto 
them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.  
And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief." Because of their 
unbelief, he did not do many mighty works in Nazareth. 

Understand this: if you read the book of John, if you read it, really, look at the last part of 
chapter 12. I can't believe I almost didn't talk about this. Look at the last part of chapter 
12. Look at verse 46, "While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his 
brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him. Then one said unto him, Behold, thy 
mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. But he answered and 
said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? And he 
stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my 
brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother." He was very clear, "Nazareth doesn't want me, the 
people I grew up around don't understand me and my own family thinks that somehow 
they have the right to call me out from doing the Father's business." Listen friends, if 
you're like Jesus, you're going to do some things to please the Father and your family is 
not going to understand. 

3. Back to chapter 4, look at verse 13, 16, "The people which sat in darkness saw great 
light." So what happens when you have light? Verse 17, "From that time Jesus began to 
preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." I want to point out one 
thing about those verses. First of all, I want you to see that God has a heart for all nations. 
Why is he east of Jordan? Why is he up in Syria? Why is he reaching people in 
Damascus? That wasn't exactly why he came, is it? I mean, why is Jesus concerned about 
the nations? Because his Father is concerned about the nations. You see, if we know how 
God has, what God thinks about the nations, it should rearrange how we're thinking 
today. We should realign our priorities to fit the Father's desires. So I've got a whole lot 
more going on than desiring to reach the nations. Well, maybe you are in that job, in that 
class, in that neighborhood, to reach someone who can actually get on the phone and call 
Mexico. Can get on the phone and call Singapore. Can get on the phone and call China. 
Can get on the phone and call Korea. I want to remind us that we are in quite the melting 
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pot here in North Carolina. People come here to earn the American dollar and learn how 
to earn the American dollar. Right here where we sit, we can reach the world if we will 
have the attitude that Christ had. Why was Christ reaching those other nations? Well, I 
suppose that it had something to do with his miraculous powers, but I think we can also 
say that what he was doing was showing us that the Father really is concerned about the 
nations.

Next, you are expected to make a decision. Verse 17, Jesus was preaching repentance and 
then you saw verses 18 through 22, what is he doing? He's calling disciples. Why is he 
calling them? So that they can say, "Let me pray about it." Sometimes it's code for, "I 
should say no but I don't want to be rude." But when we hear the word of God and he 
says repent, the question is, "What does that mean?" If repentance just simply means turn 
from sin, okay, that's cool, but it actually means to have a change of mind. 

Now look, that word "repentance" is actually related to the rest of the directions Jesus 
gives. "Repent." Why? "For the kingdom of heaven is at hand." That is exactly if you 
look at chapter 3, what John the Baptist preached. So when someone says, "Ah, 
repentance is just kind of a John the Baptist thing." No, it's actually kind of a Jesus thing 
too which means that it was a God thing. We're supposed to be repenting. Why? Because 
the kingdom is coming.

So what does it mean to repent? It means to have a change of mind. About what? 
Contextually what are we to change our mind concerning? Contextually what are we to 
change our mind concerning? We're supposed to change our mind concerning those 
things that are keeping us unready or unfit or, how should we say, uncognizant of the 
reality of a soon coming kingdom. So whatever it is in my life that is not welcome in the 
kingdom of God, I'm supposed to repent of it. That's the context. And if we build it upon 
what John the Baptist was preaching in Matthew 3, he was saying, "Repent, and by the 
way, don't even come until you bring forth fruits meet for repentance." And they were 
baptized of him in Jordan confessing their sins. 

So in the context, repentance does mean to turn from that wicked sin that is keeping you 
from being ready for a coming king. And not just a coming king, but a coming king that 
is already reigning in your hearts because one chapter later, two chapters later in Matthew 
6, Jesus is teaching us how to pray. "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven." So we're waiting for the kingdom of God to both come in the future and 
come now. He's taught both of those realities. If you are born again, you're born again 
into the kingdom and since he is here to save his people from their sins, that means he is 
consistently making us ready for the kingdom. Consistently making us ready for the 
kingdom.

Why did these men feel the liberty or even the compulsion to follow Christ? Okay, have 
you got your place in Malachi? Look at Malachi 4:1, "For, behold, the day comes, that 
shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: 
and the day that comes shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave 

Page 7 of 9



them neither root nor branch." There is coming a day when the wicked world will be 
burned up. There won't even be a root or branch left.

Verse 2, "But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall." Let me see 
if I can explain this word "wings" to you. It is translated "wings" often in the Old 
Testament but it is also translated as "hem," as in hem of a garment. Often in Leviticus 
when the priests garments are being described, they are talked about as having a hem. It's 
the same word translated here as "wings."

Now, what would happen if we were to use that same translation? Now, I want to remind 
you it's okay to do this. The King James English is not itself inspired as it is translated. 
Are you with me? If the King James translators could take the same Hebrew word and 
translate it in various different ways, you shouldn't be insulted if I'm willing to take one 
of the other possibilities and stick it in here. So let's try it. "But unto you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in the hem of his garment; and ye 
shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for 
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the 
LORD of hosts. Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto 
him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments."

So last week we showed that Jesus is, in effect, in the Sermon on them Mount, giving a 
new law of a new Moses and here we have the context of the coming of Jesus and him 
reflecting this around the time apparently of a certain Moses giving a certain law because 
it's referenced here. Now, if that doesn't shock you, please notice that around this time the 
Sun of righteousness will rise with healing in the hem of his garment.

Now, verse 5, "I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD." Remember now, remember if we can, please, let's remember, 
let us remember, we have a John the Baptist and who is he known as by so many because 
of the way he dresses? Elijah. John the Baptist is known as Elijah and Jesus said, "If you 
would have received me and received him, he would have been Elijah." So you have a 
prophecy here.

Let's put the pieces together. We have the prophecy of a coming day of the Lord where 
the wicked will be judged and the Sun of righteousness will come with healing in the hem 
of his garment. He's going to burn up the wicked. He's going to give a new law. Elijah is 
going to precede him. And look, verse 6, "he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with 
a curse."

Now then, when we look at Matthew 4 and we realize that they were expecting a great 
teacher to come, and they were expecting him to come in proximity to the day of the 
Lord, and this teacher is pronouncing a kingdom that comes with the day of the Lord, and 
this teacher is preceded by a man who is known as Elijah, and this teacher looks a lot like 
Moses, and this teacher is healing people. All of a sudden you may understand that this 
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same teacher who was told that he will restore father to son or else the whole place will 
be cursed, you might understand now why father was willing to let his boys leave the 
fishing business. 

Now, this is quite the theme because if you look at chapter 9 of Matthew, look there. 
Please look at verse 20, "And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of 
blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: For she said 
within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole." Why did she believe that 
touching his hem would make her whole? Because of Malachi 4. Here's a kingdom 
pronouncing healer and he was preceded by an Elijah figure and he is giving us a new 
law like Moses did. I bet there's healing in his hem.

Then we look at chapter 14. Look at the last verse of chapter 14, ah, verse 35 we'll go 
with. "And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that 
country round about, and brought unto him all that were diseased; And besought him that 
they might only touch the," what? "The hem of his garment: and as many as touched were 
made perfectly whole." You might remember what Nicodemus called Jesus, do you 
remember? Rabbi. Master. Rabbi. Rabbis had a particular dress about them. They had a 
particular hem about their garments. That's why in Matthew 23, Jesus said, "You rulers of 
the Jews, you are so slick, you have these special wide hems of your garment and you 
want people to praise you, calling you Rabbi, Rabbi." Well, here's Jesus, known as a 
Rabbi, from Nazareth, he has particular garments. So he has the garments of a Rabbi and 
he is walking up to fishermen who have never been to rabbinical school and he says, 
"Come and follow me," and that is a signal that this man is about to restore fathers and 
sons to each other so that Israel can burn up her enemies and now you have Zebedee, 
"Sure, how can I stand in the way of that?" And later on in Matthew 9, Matthew 14, we 
understand now why they were reaching for the hem of his garment, because there's 
healing there. Amen?
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