
Genesis 42 
Providence, Prowess and Pangs of Conscience 

 
Three interwoven themes … 
 
I. Sovereign God: Above of All 
 A. Providence 
 B. And a Dream Come True 
 
II. Shrewd Ruler: “One Who is No More” 
 A. Humility 
 B. Christ-Likeness 
 C. And Caution 
 
III. Stirred Consciences: 10 Troubled Men 
 A. Guilt 
 B. Ignorance 
 
… three summary lessons. 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. Why did Joseph’s brothers go to Egypt? 
2. Who did they bow down to when they got there? How did we know this 
would happen? 
3. Did Joseph know the ten men were his own brothers? Did they know it was 
him? 
4. Why did Joseph trick his brothers? 
5. When realize we have done something wicked or even just wrong, what 
should we do? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Not So Fast Little Cricket Man 

Jiminy Cricket famously sang: and always let your conscience be your guide as an 
encouragement to Pinocchio to do the right thing in the face of life’s challenges. 
One must of course do this only after “giving a little whistle.” There is a lot going 
on in our text today, at least three prominent themes: the providence of God, 
the wisdom of Joseph and the stricken consciences of ten of Joseph’s brothers. I 
highlight the third. The place of conscience makes for a fascinating and complex 
study. We see Joseph’s brothers becoming increasingly conscience stricken as 
they unknowingly come nearer to their own brother who was once the object of 
their murderous plot.  Where their smitten consciences will lead them is yet to 
be seen but the pangs recorded on the pages of Scripture are significant and 
instructive. Their past deeds haunt them especially when their lives become 
increasingly desperate. But can their guilty conscience be their guide … and if so 
where will it lead them? Most of them were certainly able to suppress, even 
sear their consciences in their attempt to eliminate their “dreamer” of a 
brother. But now the Lord with the assistance of Joseph is stirring things up in 
them and they are beginning to sense that their past misdeeds are coming 
home to roost. That’s them … how about us. How is your conscience? Is it 
adequate to guide you aright? Pangs of conscience are important but they can 
only be followed with confidence as far as they are in accord with the Lord’s 
will. That is why it is vital that our minds and hearts be saturated in God’s Word 
- so that our consciences are properly directed. Filled with the Holy Spirit and 
steeped in Scripture our sense of right and wrong will jive with God’s will for us 
and we will be able to be more secure in taking the right path in life’s 
circumstances. Jiminy exhorts the puppet-boy to “give a little whistle” and let 
his “conscience be his guide.”  A better word for us is to bring a sober prayer 
and let Scripture be the guide for our conscience. Then “when you get in 
trouble” – “don't know right from wrong” – “meet temptations and the urge is 
very strong “ – need to “take the straight and narrow path” and “if you start to 
slide”  - God Himself will always be your guide.  
 


