
GOD’S BLESSING
PART 3-HOW DOES GOD BLESS US?

PART 1b-OUR SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS
PSALM 67; EPHESIANS 1:3-5

INTRODUCTION
We asked the question in our first message, WHY DOES GOD BLESS US?
God blesses us first and foremost so that we can bring glory to His name!

We began looking last week at HOW DOES GOD BLESS US?

We said:  WE ARE BLESSED WITH SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS FROM
OUR RELATIONSHIP–THE RELATIONSHIP OF BEING IN
CHRIST!
The NATURE of our Spiritual Blessings are four-fold:   They are of the Spirit,
eternal, vastly superior to material, are found IN CHRIST!

We began to look at  The Specifics Of Our Spiritual Blessings?

Last week, we saw:
WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF BEING CHOSEN IN
CHRIST TO BE HOLY AND WITHOUT BLAME BEFORE GOD IN
LOVE!  (Ephesians 1:4)

This morning I want us to see a second Spiritual Blessing:
WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF BEING
PREDESTINATED UNTO THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BY
JESUS CHRIST TO GOD HIMSELF ACCORDING TO THE GOOD
PLEASURE OF GOD’S WILL.  (Ephesians 1:5)

John 1:12–“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:” 

God has adopted us as children! How unbelievable is that? What a glorious
privilege to be adopted as a child of God! (Galatians 4:4-7; Romans 8:15-17)

The word adoption refers to a rich man choosing an orphan and making him a
legal son and heir with full privileges of a son!
Here Paul compares our relationship in Christ with a Roman adoption!
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I want to note some things about a Roman adoption:
1. The Adopted Son Was Adopted Permanently!

He could NOT be adopted today and disinherited tomorrow.  He
became a son of the father—forever. 
i.e. He was eternally secure as a son!

Listen, the believer’s adoption establishes a new relationship with
God—forever!  He is eternally secure as a child of God! 

But the new relationship is established only when a person comes to
Christ through faith!

2. The Adopted Son Immediately Had All The Rights Of A
Legitimate Son In The New Family!
The believer’s adoption establishes a new relationship with God as
Father!  
The believer has all the rights and privileges of a genuine son of God!

The believer’s adoption establishes a new dynamic experience with
God as Father!—A moment by moment access into God’s very
presence!

The believer’s adoption gives him a very special relationship with
other children of God—a family relationship that binds him with
other children of God in an unparalleled spiritual union!

3. The Adopted Son Completely Lost All Rights & Obligations In His
Old Family!
The adopted son was looked upon as a new person— so much that
old debts and obligations connected with his former family were
cancelled out and abolished as if they never existed!

The believer’s adoption makes him a new person! 
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The believer has been taken out from under the authority and power of
the world and its sin.
The believer is placed as a son into the family and authority of
God!  
The old life with all of its debts and obligations are cancelled and
wiped out!

The believer’s adoption is to be fully realized in the future at the
return of Jesus Christ!
1 John 3:1-3–“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2Beloved, now are we the
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him
as he is. 3And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure.”

The Scriptures reveal that the believer’s adoption and its joy will
be shared by all of creation on a grand scale! 
Romans 8:21–“Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God.”   

According to Revelation 21, there will be a new heaven and earth and
a new Jerusalem...All without the curse of sin!

Look at the Scripture here in Ephesians 1:5
a. “Having Predestinated Us Unto The Adoption Of Children.”

The word “predestinated” means “to mark out beforehand.” 
Or we might say “predetermined.”  i.e.  God determined
beforehand that those who are “in Christ” would be adopted
by Him as His own children!
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Through Jesus’ sacrifice we have been brought into the family
of God and made heirs along with Christ Jesus!

As we said, in Roman law, an adopted child had the same
rights and privileges as natural children.  He was not a
second-class son!   He was equal to any other sons, biological
or adopted, in his father’s family.

Paul uses this term to show just how strong our relationship to
God is!

In reference to believers, adoption is both a present
possession, as well as a future hope!  In other words, though
believers in Christ are adopted sons of God already, we do not
yet enjoy all the blessings of being children of God!

At least not until we are resurrected with Christ.  Then we will
enjoy our new bodies and the full riches of the Father’s
kingdom.  In this sense, we look forward to the adoption as our
hope!

b. “According To The Good Pleasure Of His Will.”
It was God’s good pleasure to adopt us!

And not only that, it was His purpose to adopt us, and  His
purpose and His pleasure and His will were all good!

This is amazing when we consider how sinful and depraved we
were and how much we cursed, rebelled, and rejected God in
our lives. 

The fact that God willed to adopt us and finds good pleasure in
adopting us is almost too much for us to believe!  Yet, it is
exactly what the Word of God says!
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c. Think Of The Glorious Thought Of What This Means To
Us As Believers!
The boundary is marked and set off for the believer: the
boundary of being adopted as a child of God. 

The believer is adopted, made just like Christ, and WILL
ultimately be conformed to His very likeness and image!

NOTHING can stop God’s purpose for the believer! 
It is predestinated, set and marked off!

The believer may struggle and suffer through the sin and shame
of this world; he may even stumble and fall or become
discouraged and down-hearted. 

But if he (or she) is a genuine child of God, then he will not be
defeated, not totally!  He will soon arise from his fall and begin
to follow Christ again!

He is predestinated to be a brother of Christ, to worship and
serve Christ throughout all eternity!

And Christ will not be disappointed!  God loves His Son too
much to allow Him to be disappointed by losing a single
brother or sister!

Look at John 6:38-40

Jesus Christ will have His joy fulfilled; He will see every
adopted brother and sister be conformed perfectly to His
image!

He will have the worship and service of every person chosen to
be His by God the Father!  

Page 5 of  6

GOD’S BLESSING
PART 3-HOW DOES GOD BLESS US?

PART 1b-OUR SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS
PSALM 67; EPHESIANS 1:3-5

The believer’s eternal destiny, that of being an adopted brother
to the Lord Jesus Christ, is determined. 

The believer can rest assured of this glorious truth!
So, we’ve seen two spiritual blessings thus far:
WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF BEING CHOSEN IN
CHRIST TO BE HOLY AND WITHOUT BLAME BEFORE HIM IN
LOVE!

WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF BEING
PREDESTINATED UNTO THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BY
JESUS CHRIST TO GOD HIMSELF ACCORDING TO THE GOOD
PLEASURE OF GOD’S WILL!

Conclusion
We are still not done yet!  There is more!  But these two Spiritual Blessings
we’ve looked at and the ones we will look at at ALL COME FROM BEING
IN CHRIST!  The question is, are you “IN CHRIST”?

If not, the Bible says that you are dead in your trespasses and sins!  
But the good news is that GOD HAS PROVIDED A WAY to get in on these
Spiritual Blessings!  God sent His only begotten son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
pay the price of your sin so that by faith in Him, you could be “IN CHRIST”
and get in on these spiritual blessings!  

These Spiritual Blessings ONLY COME through faith in Christ’s finished
work on the cross!  Come this morning and we’ll help you see how you can
get in on these Spiritual Blessings by being in Christ!

If you are “IN CHRIST”, are you living like a member of God’s family?
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