
The Beginning – Part 6 
Genesis 1-2; Coast Community Church Pastor’s Class; Earl Miles; July 24, 2016 

 
Views of Creation that Christians Hold 

 Young earth/universe, Young Mankind  
o John Calvin, John MacArthur 

 Old earth/universe, Young Mankind  
o Charles Spurgeon, John Piper 

 A view of theistic evolution that does not undermine the Gospel  
o C.S. Lewis, Tim Keller 

Questions 
 Could God have used evolution to create what we see today? 
 Could there be millions of years prior to the Genesis account of the creation of man? 
 Is what we have in Scripture what we would expect if God didn’t want us to believe in 

evolution (and even millions of years)? 
 Are there other scientifically viable alternatives to evolution and an incredibly old 

universe? 
 
Text Reasons that Call into Question Theistic Evolution and an Old Earth 

 The refrain ‘God said’ and ‘there/it was’ (1:3, 6-7, 9, 11, 14-15, 24, 29-30) 
 The refrain ‘was good’ and then ‘very good’ (1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31) 
 The refrain ‘evening and morning’ (1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31) 
 The refrain ‘day one, second day, etc’ (1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31) 
 The refrain ‘after their kind’ (1:11, 12, 21, 24, 25) 
 The creation of man in the image of God (1:26, 27) 
 The dominion mandate of man (1:26, 28) 
 The plant eating carnivores (1:29-30) 
 ‘formed man of dust from the ground’ (2:7) 
 ‘you will surely die’ (2:17) 
 ‘He took one of his ribs’ (2:21) 
 ‘till you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust and to dust 

you shall return’ (3:19) 
 ‘she was the mother of all the living’ (3:20) 
 ‘to cultivate the ground from which he was taken’ (3:23) 
 ‘in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth’ (Exodus 20:11) 
 ‘in six days the Lord made heaven and earth’ (Exodus 31:17) 
 ‘By the word of the Lord the heavens were made … for He spoke and it was done; He 

commanded and it stood fast.’ (Psalm 33:6, 9) 
 ‘For He commanded and they were created’ (Psalm 148:5) 
 ‘And the wolf will dwell with the lamb’ (Isaiah 11:6) 
 ‘He established it and did not create it a waste place but formed it to be inhabited’ (Isaiah 

45:18) 



 ‘the lion will eat straw like the ox’ (Isaiah 65:25) 
 ‘He who created them from the beginning made them male and female’ (Matthew 19:4) 
 ‘But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female’ (Mark 10:6) 
 ‘He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth’ 

(Acts 17:26) 
 ‘For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes … have been clearly seen … 

so that they are without excuse’ (Romans 1:20) 
 ‘just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin’ (Romans 5:12) 
 ‘For the creation was subjected to futility’ (Romans 8:20) 
 ‘the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery’ (Romans 8:21) 
 ‘the whole creation groans’ (Romans 8:22) 
 ‘since by a man came death’ (1 Corinthians 15:21) 
 ‘as in Adam all die’ (15:22) 
 ‘The last enemy that will be abolished is death.’ (15:26) 
 ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’ (15:45) 
 ‘The first man is from the earth, earthy’ (15:47) 
 ‘the sting of death is sin’ (15:56) 
 ‘all things have been created through Him and for Him’ (Colossians 1:16) 
 ‘everything created by God is good’ (1 Timothy 4:4) 
 ‘By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God’ (Hebrews 

11:3) 
 ‘Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed 

away’ (Revelation 21:1) 
 ‘‘And the city has no need of the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has 

illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.’ (Revelation 21:23) 
 ‘and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the 

Lord God will illumine them’ (Revelation 22:5) 
 
Some Concluding Questions 

 Should we expect ‘the beginning’ to be much, much longer than the rest of the world’s 
history?  

 Do we have to restrict ‘day’ in Genesis 1 to a literal 24 hours or simply something similar 
to what we call a ‘day’? (Joshua 10:12-14) 

 Shouldn’t the context of the passage determine the meaning of ‘day’? (Psalm 27:5) 
 If we make the creation of Adam out of the dust an evolutionary figure what do we make 

of Eve’s creation out of Adam’s side? 
 Did Eve evolve out of Adam over millions of years? 
 Was God deceiving Eve because he looked older than he really was? 
 Should we think that the New Creation will also take billions of years? 
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 ‘The first man is from the earth, earthy’ (15:47) 
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Some Distinctions 
 

 Difference between being a Christian that holds a view and different Christian views 
 

 Difference between taking science seriously and viewing science as supreme 
 

 Difference between encouraging charity with people of differing views and saying that all 
views are equally worthy of consideration 
 

Some Concluding Questions 
 



 Should we expect ‘the beginning’ to be much, much longer than the rest of the world’s 
history?  
 

 Do we have to restrict ‘day’ in Genesis 1 to a literal 24 hours or simply something similar 
to what we call a ‘day’? (Joshua 10:12-14) 
 

 Shouldn’t the context of the passage determine the meaning of ‘day’? (Psalm 27:5) 
 

 If we make the creation of Adam out of the dust an evolutionary figure what do we make 
of Eve’s creation out of Adam’s side? 
 

 Did Eve evolve out of Adam over millions of years? 
 

 Was God deceiving Eve because he looked older than he really was? 
 

 Should we think that the New Creation will also take billions of years? 
 
Summary 
 

 God is the Creator. 
 

 God created, out of nothing, by the Word of His power. 
 

 What God created was good. (1 Timothy 4:4) 
 

 God created things to reproduce after their kind. 
 

 God created mankind to rule over creation. 
 

 Man was created from the earth and was a real historical figure. 
 

 Death is the result of the Fall of Man. (Romans 5:12) 
 

 Creation was greatly affected by the Fall. (Romans 8:20) 
 

 God created everything through Jesus and for Jesus. (Colossians 1:16) 
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