
Amos 1:1-2:3  “The Lord Roars from Zion”

For the Children: Imagine if you were visiting the zoo, and you suddenly heard a warning over the PA system: 
“There is a lion on the loose.  Everyone should immediately seek shelter in one of the buildings, or exit the zoo if 
possible!”  Then you hear a great roar from nearby.  Very scary!  Israel heard God’s “roar” of anger at the nearby 
nations for their wicked behaviour.  It was heard through the words of Amos.  It should have made them scared 
to sin against God themselves, and caused them to repent and seek His mercy.  Questions: What can we learn 
about God from this chapter of Amos?  Will the Lord punish nations today for their wickedness?  What comfort is 
there for God’s children in this chapter?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction:
First Point: The Sins of the Nations
1) Six Nations: Amos deals mostly with the sins of Judah and Israel.  However, it begins with the sins of the

6 nations surrounding God’s people – Syria, Philistia, Tyre, Edom, Ammon and Moab.

2) Cruelty, Greed and Treachery: The charges against the nations concern violations of the 2nd Table of the 
Law, of which these nations knew something.  The charges included: cruelty against defeated nations; 
selling captives into slavery; breaking of treaties and ties of kinship; seeking revenge; seeking to kill the 
unborn, next generation (of Gilead, in Israel); disrespect of the dead; and oppressing the helpless.  
These are sins that are seen in the nations of today’s world.  

3) Three Transgressions and Four: Moreover, these nations were not guilty of occasional lapses.  These 
sins involved repeated patterns of behaviour – “for 3 transgressions and for 4” – without any show of 
repentance.  Clearly, the Lord does hold nations accountable.

Second Point: The Lord Roars Against the Nations
1) Wrath and Longsuffering: The complexity of applying all this to today’s nations lies in the fact that the 

Lord not only holds the nations to account for their wickedness; He also shows much patience and is 
longsuffering towards them.  He gave them much time to repent, instead of acting in haste.  Hence “for 3
transgressions or 4.”  Today, too, the Lord displays a “common (non-saving) grace.”  He restrains evil 
among the nations, grants common blessings, withholds the full weight of His wrath and gives time for 
many to hear the Gospel and repent. 

2) He Sends Fire: However, there comes a point where He also sends temporal judgement, since He is 
holy and just.  To each of the nations, He sends “fire” (vss. 4,7,10,12,14, 2:2).  The “fire” of war, for 
example, destroyed walls and citadels, kings and citizens, in these nations – of which only Syria exists 
today.  Today, such judgements may be affected by the presence of believers in the nations (Gen. 18).

3) The Coming Fire: However, there will certainly be the “fire” of the final judgement at the end of time, 
when all nations and individuals will be held to account (2 Pet. 3:5f; Rev. 19:15).  The Lord Jesus will 
come as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, to judge and to save.  But in the meantime, God patiently allows 
time for repentance (2 Pet. 3:9).

Third Point: The Message for God’s People
1) The Circling Lion: This chapter on the nations in Amos’ time has a message for the church, then and 

now.  It warned complacent Israel (and Judah) that the Lord will not ignore the sins of His own people.  
In fact, He is even more concerned with the sin of His people (Lev. 26; 1 Pet. 4:17).  This should create 
in us a holy fear of the Lord, that leads to repentance.

2) The Evil Age Will End: We are also encouraged by the assurance that the Lord will bring an end to all 
the evils of this age.  He will redress all evil in His perfect justice.

3) God’s Mercy to His People: We are further encouraged to remember that if the Lord showed such 
forbearance to the nations, how much more will He show mercy to those whose sins are covered by the 
blood of His Son!

Conclusion:


