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Sermon Text:  James 1:26- 2:7 
 
Scripture Reading:  1 Kings 17 
 
Introduction- 
 
Exodus 22:21-24  "You shall not 
wrong a sojourner or oppress him, 
for you were sojourners in the land 
of Egypt.  (22)  You shall not 
mistreat any widow or fatherless 
child.  (23)  If you do mistreat 
them, and they cry out to me, I will 

surely hear their cry,  (24)  and my 
wrath will burn, and I will kill you 
with the sword, and your wives 
shall become widows and your 
children fatherless. 
 
Deuteronomy 10:16-19  Circumcise 
therefore the foreskin of your 
heart, and be no longer stubborn.  
(17)  For the LORD your God is 
God of gods and Lord of lords, the 
great, the mighty, and the awesome 
God, who is not partial and takes 
no bribe.  (18)  He executes justice 
for the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the sojourner, giving him 
food and clothing.  (19)  Love the 
sojourner, therefore, for you were 
sojourners in the land of Egypt. 
 
Deuteronomy 24:17-22  "You shall 
not pervert the justice due to the 
sojourner or to the fatherless, or 
take a widow's garment in pledge,  
(18)  but you shall remember that 
you were a slave in Egypt and the 
LORD your God redeemed you 
from there; therefore I command 
you to do this.  (19)  "When you 
reap your harvest in your field and 
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forget a sheaf in the field, you shall 
not go back to get it. It shall be for 
the sojourner, the fatherless, and 
the widow, that the LORD your 
God may bless you in all the work 
of your hands.  (20)  When you 
beat your olive trees, you shall not 
go over them again. It shall be for 
the sojourner, the fatherless, and 
the widow.  (21)  When you gather 
the grapes of your vineyard, you 
shall not strip it afterward. It shall 
be for the sojourner, the fatherless, 
and the widow.  (22)  You shall 
remember that you were a slave in 
the land of Egypt; therefore I 
command you to do this. 
 
Deuteronomy 26:10-13  And 
behold, now I bring the first of the 
fruit of the ground, which you, O 
LORD, have given me.' And you 
shall set it down before the LORD 
your God and worship before the 
LORD your God.  (11)  And you 
shall rejoice in all the good that the 
LORD your God has given to you 
and to your house, you, and the 
Levite, and the sojourner who is 
among you.  (12)  "When you have 
finished paying all the tithe of your 
produce in the third year, which is 
the year of tithing, giving it to the 
Levite, the sojourner, the 
fatherless, and the widow, so that 
they may eat within your towns and 
be filled,  (13)  then you shall say 
before the LORD your God, 'I have 

removed the sacred portion out of 
my house, and moreover, I have 
given it to the Levite, the sojourner, 
the fatherless, and the widow, 
according to all your 
commandment that you have 
commanded me. I have not 
transgressed any of your 
commandments, nor have I 
forgotten them. 
 
Deuteronomy 27:19  "'Cursed be 
anyone who perverts the justice 
due to the sojourner, the fatherless, 
and the widow.' And all the people 
shall say, 'Amen.' 
 
Job 31:16-22  "If I have withheld 
anything that the poor desired, or 
have caused the eyes of the widow 
to fail,  (17)  or have eaten my 
morsel alone, and the fatherless 
has not eaten of it  (18)  (for from 
my youth the fatherless grew up 
with me as with a father, and from 
my mother's womb I guided the 
widow),  (19)  if I have seen anyone 
perish for lack of clothing, or the 
needy without covering,  (20)  if his 
body has not blessed me, and if he 
was not warmed with the fleece of 
my sheep,  (21)  if I have raised my 
hand against the fatherless, 
because I saw my help in the gate,  
(22)  then let my shoulder blade fall 
from my shoulder, and let my arm 
be broken from its socket. 
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Psalms 10:10-15  The helpless are 
crushed, sink down, and fall by his 
might.  (11)  He says in his heart, 
"God has forgotten, he has hidden 
his face, he will never see it."  (12)  
Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your 
hand; forget not the afflicted.  (13)  
Why does the wicked renounce God 
and say in his heart, "You will not 
call to account"?  (14)  But you do 
see, for you note mischief and 
vexation, that you may take it into 
your hands; to you the helpless 
commits himself; you have been 
the helper of the fatherless.  (15)  
Break the arm of the wicked and 
evildoer; call his wickedness to 
account till you find none. 
 
Psalms 82:1-4  A Psalm of Asaph. 
God has taken his place in the 
divine council; in the midst of the 
gods he holds judgment:  (2)  "How 
long will you judge unjustly and 
show partiality to the wicked? 
Selah  (3)  Give justice to the weak 
and the fatherless; maintain the 
right of the afflicted and the 
destitute.  (4)  Rescue the weak and 
the needy; deliver them from the 
hand of the wicked." 
 
Proverbs 15:25  The LORD tears 
down the house of the proud but 
maintains the widow's boundaries. 
 
Woe to those who decree iniquitous 
decrees, and the writers who keep 

writing oppression, to turn aside 
the needy from justice and to rob 
the poor of my people of their right, 
that widows may be their spoil, and 
that they may make the fatherless 
their prey! What will you do on the 
day of punishment, in the ruin that 
will come from afar? To whom will 
you flee for help, and where will 
you leave your wealth?  
(Isaiah 10:1-3) 
 
Jeremiah 5:26-31  For wicked men 
are found among my people; they 
lurk like fowlers lying in wait. They 
set a trap; they catch men.  (27)  
Like a cage full of birds, their 
houses are full of deceit; therefore 
they have become great and rich;  
(28)  they have grown fat and sleek. 
They know no bounds in deeds of 
evil; they judge not with justice the 
cause of the fatherless, to make it 
prosper, and they do not defend the 
rights of the needy.  (29)  Shall I 
not punish them for these things? 
declares the LORD, and shall I not 
avenge myself on a nation such as 
this?"  (30)  An appalling and 
horrible thing has happened in the 
land:  (31)  the prophets prophesy 
falsely, and the priests rule at their 
direction; my people love to have it 
so, but what will you do when the 
end comes? 
 
And we could go on and on and on 
with such citations from Scripture.  
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Surely this is more than adequate 
however to emphasize, boldface, all-
caps the fact that the Lord is the 
Protector of the weak and defenseless. 
And He is the sworn and mighty 
enemy of any who would take 
advantage of them in any way.  
 
So what we now read here in James, 
beginning at chapter 1 verse 26, should 
not surprise us. James clearly was very 
familiar with the multitude of OT 
Scriptures that speak to this subject. 
Listen to him now speak the Lord’s 
Word to us – 
 
James 1:26-27  If anyone thinks he 
is religious and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person's religion is worthless.  (27)  
Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world. 
 
James 2:1-7  My brothers, show no 
partiality as you hold the faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory.  (2)  For if a man wearing a 
gold ring and fine clothing comes 
into your assembly, and a poor 
man in shabby clothing also comes 
in,  (3)  and if you pay attention to 
the one who wears the fine clothing 
and say, "You sit here in a good 
place," while you say to the poor 
man, "You stand over there," or, 

"Sit down at my feet,"  (4)  have 
you not then made distinctions 
among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts?  (5)  
Listen, my beloved brothers, has 
not God chosen those who are poor 
in the world to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom, which he has 
promised to those who love him?  
(6)  But you have dishonored the 
poor man. Are not the rich the ones 
who oppress you, and the ones who 
drag you into court?  (7)  Are they 
not the ones who blaspheme the 
honorable name by which you were 
called? 
 
Let’s try to state the fundamental 
principle here: 
 
In Christ, there is no partiality, upper 
or lower class, superior or inferior, 
royal class, rich or poor. We are all 
one in Christ, heirs of His kingdom, 
His sons and daughters. Life in the 
local church must reflect these truths. 
There is to be no bribery, no buying 
of privilege, no preferential treatment 
of the wealthy over the poor. Our 
treasure is Jesus Christ of whom we 
have all received abundantly. To 
behave and think otherwise is to deny 
the gospel. 
 
“My brothers, show no partiality as 
you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory.” 
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One of the chief prevailing evils in this 
world, which has so often crept into 
the church as well, is class structure, 
sociological hierarchies, which are 
based upon things like economics (rich 
vs poor) or nationality (racism), or 
other factors. That worldly culture is 
never to be present in the church. And 
yet so often it is.  
 
How can anyone study church history 
and not be appalled at the partiality, 
economic and class favoritism, and 
other kinds of prejudices which elevate 
one man over another? Examples of 
“clergy” for instance elevating 
themselves over the flock for, as Peter 
put it, sordid gain. Popes and bishops 
have bought their offices, just as 
church members craving to be “pillars” 
in the local church have bought their 
position as well.  The thing is a great 
and prevalent evil which Christ 
detests.   
 
Simony is the sin of attempting to buy 
or sell an office of the Church or a 
sacrament. The word "simony" does 
indeed come from the name Simon, 
but not from the name Simon Peter. It 
comes from the name of Simon the 
magician, who had heard the preaching 
of Philip in Samaria and had accepted 
baptism. 
 
In Acts 8:9-24 we find the account of 
this Simon, who offered money to 

Peter in exchange for the power to lay 
hands on people to confer the Holy 
Spirit. From Peter came an immediate 
and sharp rebuke. Ever since, the 
notion of buying an office of the 
Church or of buying grace has been 
referred to as simony. 
 
Let’s take a closer look then at what 
James is telling us here. 
 
1. Any religion (ie, anything that 
claims to be Christianity) that 
neglects helping widows and 
orphans when they are in need is 
impure and defiled in God’s sight. 
 
If this care for the weak is lacking, 
then a person’s religion is worthless. 
Just as worthless as if they (vs 26) 
were a reviler and blasphemer. It is 
interesting too that James includes (vs 
27) in this connection, “and to keep 
oneself unstained from the world.”  
James has a lot to say about 
“worldliness” (see 4:4) and apparently 
showing impartiality to the rich and 
neglecting the needy is one way to 
smear the filth of the world all over 
your soul.  That is how the world 
operates, you know.  But Christ does 
not. We must not. 
 
James continues – 
 
“My brothers, show no partiality as 
you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory.” 



 6 

Partiality is an evil thing. It has no 
place in Christ’s church, as it has no 
place in Christ. As we read the gospel 
accounts of Jesus’ earthly ministry, we 
see a Life totally free of sinful 
favoritism. While most people of the 
day would “play the system” and 
“walk the party line” by praising the 
Pharisees and other hypocrite religious 
leaders, and while that system showed 
favors to the wealthy and prestigious, 
Jesus would have none of it.  
 
Mark 12:38-44  And in his teaching 
he said, "Beware of the scribes, who 
like to walk around in long robes 
and like greetings in the 
marketplaces  (39)  and have the 
best seats in the synagogues and 
the places of honor at feasts,  (40)  
who devour widows' houses and for 
a pretense make long prayers. They 
will receive the greater 
condemnation."  (41)  And he sat 
down opposite the treasury and 
watched the people putting money 
into the offering box. Many rich 
people put in large sums.  (42)  And 
a poor widow came and put in two 
small copper coins, which make a 
penny.  (43)  And he called his 
disciples to him and said to them, 
"Truly, I say to you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all 
those who are contributing to the 
offering box.  (44)  For they all 
contributed out of their abundance, 
but she out of her poverty has put 

in everything she had, all she had 
to live on." 
 
In every single church I have been the 
pastor, at least early on, this very sin 
was rampant. Partiality to the wealthy 
and influential. [I must say there was 
also in my first pastorate, sluggards 
who were poor due to their own 
laziness and who were also guilty of 
partiality, looking down on people 
who had more than they did].  The life 
and example of Jesus, which shows us 
the very character of God, 
demonstrated His absolute lack of 
sinful partiality. He rebuked the 
arrogant and wealthy and power 
brokers and went and ate with sinners 
and prostitutes.   
 
James now gives us a “for instance”: 
James 2:2-4  For if a man wearing 
a gold ring and fine clothing comes 
into your assembly, and a poor 
man in shabby clothing also comes 
in,  (3)  and if you pay attention to 
the one who wears the fine clothing 
and say, "You sit here in a good 
place," while you say to the poor 
man, "You stand over there," or, 
"Sit down at my feet,"  (4)  have 
you not then made distinctions 
among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 
 
Notice that the root of such behavior 
and thinking is evil thoughts. That is to 
say, preferential treatment of a rich 
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person over a poor person is motivated 
by what the other person can do for 
me! And yet the Lord Jesus said- 
 
Luke 14:12-14  He said also to the 
man who had invited him, "When 
you give a dinner or a banquet, do 
not invite your friends or your 
brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you 
in return and you be repaid.  (13)  
But when you give a feast, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
the blind,  (14)  and you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay 
you. For you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the just." 
 
Our sinful flesh is bent toward 
showing favoritism to people who can 
benefit us, and we must be on guard 
against it.  
 
1 Timothy 5:20-21  As for those 
who persist in sin, rebuke them in 
the presence of all, so that the rest 
may stand in fear.  (21)  In the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus 
and of the elect angels I charge you 
to keep these rules without 
prejudging, doing nothing from 
partiality. 
 
James goes further: 
 
James 2:5-7  Listen, my beloved 
brothers, has not God chosen those 
who are poor in the world to be 

rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to 
those who love him?  (6)  But you 
have dishonored the poor man. Are 
not the rich the ones who oppress 
you, and the ones who drag you 
into court?  (7)  Are they not the 
ones who blaspheme the honorable 
name by which you were called? 
 
Here, James reminds us of OUR own 
condition. In regard to salvation in 
Christ. For the most part, God in His 
grace chooses the weak and lowly, not 
the high and mighty.  In Christ we are 
made rich. Now, we need to live this 
truth out and one way we do so is to be 
done with wicked partiality.  
 
James also reminds us of something 
else, very similar to what Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians- 
 
1 Corinthians 1:26-31  For consider 
your calling, brothers: not many of 
you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble 
birth.  (27)  But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong;  (28)  
God chose what is low and despised 
in the world, even things that are 
not, to bring to nothing things that 
are,  (29)  so that no human being 
might boast in the presence of God.  
(30)  And because of him you are in 
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Christ Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption,  
(31)  so that, as it is written, "Let 
the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord." 
 
Once more we think of lessons from 
church history. Where do we most 
typically find Christ’s remnant, His 
true people?  Among the rich and 
powerful?  No. In fact, with of course 
some exceptions, it is the rich and 
powerful in this world who are the 
enemies of Christ and His people, as 
James notes.   
 
So we are very foolish if we favor the 
rich and despise the poor.  I have seen 
wicked people with power and 
influence and money take over entire 
churches, and the righteous driven out. 
The history of the church is filled with 
those very kind of sad examples.  
Listen to it again – 
 
(6b) Are not the rich the ones who 
oppress you, and the ones who 
drag you into court?  (7)  Are they 
not the ones who blaspheme the 
honorable name by which you 
were called? 
 
Worldly power and influence models 
have no place in the household of God, 
you see.  And yet, is it not true that 
such sin is quite rampant in so many 
local churches and among professing 

Christians?  Let me give you an 
example: 
 
In every church that I have been a 
pastor in, there has been at least one 
and sometimes more people approach 
me and pressure me to mix it up in the 
business and social scene in the 
community “so more people will come 
to our church.” One very wealthy man 
invited me to a businessmen’s 
organization for a luncheon and 
wanted me to become a member.  
When I declined, he wanted nothing to 
do with me anymore.  Those places do 
not want to hear about Christ. They are 
forums to promote commerce and 
profit, and their heroes are the rich and 
powerful. Yet this very kind of 
thinking is an infection in many, many 
churches. And remember, these kinds 
of people who love the world and love 
money and power and the same people 
who blaspheme Christ’s name! So it 
was with this fellow who invited me to 
that luncheon. Some years later he 
announce “I am better than Jesus 
Christ.”  He has since found out, you 
can be sure, that he was not. 
 
Here then is the happy truth for 
Christ’s people which we are called to 
live out in our church and in our lives: 
 
Galatians 3:27-29  For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.  (28)  There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
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neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.  (29)  And if you 
are Christ's, then you are 
Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to promise. 
 
 
 


