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Please turn with me in your Bibles to John 21. The title of the message this morning is 
still "Jesus Recommissions His Disciples Part 4," but the subtitle is "Follow Me." If I had 
been on my game better as a good alliterating preacher, I would have seen the "F" quicker 
because there are basically three commands that Jesus is basically giving his disciples. 
Hindsight is better than foresight. Basically it's fish, feed and follow, so this is what he 
tells them to do and we titled it "Go Fish." I messed up on that one. I was trying to be 
clever with the old Go Fish thing, that was kind of goofy but anyway I apologize for that. 
Praise the Lord that he works in spite of us. But basically what's happening in John 21, 
you recall, we talked about this as an epilogue. It's after, in a sense, the conclusion of the 
book or at least the forensic case is closed in John 20:30-31 where John tells us that his 
purpose in writing this book was that you might "believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing you may have life in His name." And it seems that he comes to 
the end and yet, of course, there is an epilogue which we've talked about in previous 
weeks is the way it always is, there is always an epilogue. And so in this epilogue, what 
he essentially does is he gives us a parallel of the great commission of Matthew 28:18-20. 

He commissions the disciples in this last resurrection appearance that John records; not 
the last one but the last resurrection appearance that John records in his Gospel and he's 
basically talking to seven of his disciples, seven of the twelve were there, several named. 
Peter and John, of course, the two prominent ones that come to a special prominence here 
in these last verses of the Gospel. And what he's doing, he's saying, "What are you going 
to do now that I'm leaving? I'm resurrected. I'm ascending to the Father. What is your 
work? What is your calling? You are to fish for men. You are to feed My sheep," and 
then thirdly today, the subtitle for today's message, "You are to follow Me." That's the 
subject this morning. Jesus recommissions his disciples, "Follow Me." It's a command 
that's repeated twice in the passage, we'll see in just a moment, and so it is an emphatic 
command and here, again, it's an astonishing just beautiful picture of the elegance of 
God's word and the elegance of our Savior's ministry. What were the first things he said 
to his disciples? What's the last word we have here to Peter? What is the first thing he 
said to Peter? "Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men." And here he's saying, 
"Fish for men. Feed My sheep. Follow Me."  
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So we're going to look at this message and see that, again, it applies specifically, of 
course, to pastors and elders but also to all Christians because this is really the call of 
discipleship, is a call to fish for men. If you're a Christian, you're called to make disciples 
and that means you're to go fishing for men and you are to be about feeding the sheep and 
you are to be about following Christ. So let's read this passage this morning. We'll read 
chapter 21, beginning at verse 15 and we'll read all the way through the end of the chapter 
and we're going to focus in on verses 18 to 23 this morning, 18 to 23, but we'll get the 
other verses to help us have the context. Verse 15,

15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, 
"Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My 
lambs." 16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do 
you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." 
He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep." 17 He said to him the third time, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said 
to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You 
know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My 
sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to 
gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you 
will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you 
where you do not wish to go." 19 Now this He said, signifying by what 
kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He 
said to him, "Follow Me!" 20 Peter, turning around, saw the disciple 
whom Jesus loved following them; the one who also had leaned back on 
His bosom at the supper and said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays 
You?" 21 So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, "Lord, and what about this 
man?" 22 Jesus said to him, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is 
that to you? You follow Me!" 23 Therefore this saying went out among 
the brethren that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him 
that he would not die, but only, "If I want him to remain until I come, what 
is that to you?" 24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and 
wrote these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 25 And there 
are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in 
detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books 
that would be written. 

Let's pray together.

Father, we thank you for your word. We thank you that it is your perfect word breathed 
out by your Spirit onto the pages of Scripture. We pray that you might now by your Spirit  
speak to us, that you might open our hearts and he might use this word to change us. We 
pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.

The theme of the message is "Follow Me" and that is the command of the disciple. That 
is one of the great evidences of the disciple. And what I want us to do in considering our 
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time, considering this passage this morning during the time that we have, is to consider it 
under three questions: why, how and where? And we're going to spend most of our time 
on the third question but it's going to start with why, and we're going to talk about how, 
and then we're going to talk about where, and so basically the question is: why follow 
me? How do you follow Jesus? So why follow Jesus? How do you follow Jesus? And 
where do you follow Jesus? Okay? 

So the first question: why do you follow Jesus? Or why follow Jesus? Well, that is the 
defining of the relationship. If you want to be a Christian, the call to be a Christian is the 
call to follow Jesus. I mentioned that it was the first words that the disciples heard. John 
himself records in chapter 1, verse 43, that Jesus found Philip and said to him, "Follow 
Me." You see in John's Gospel also that he defines the nature of a Christian as someone 
who follows Jesus in John 10 in the good shepherd passage. What is a Christian? What is 
a true sheep? What does he do? 

Look at verse 4 of John 10. Here he's talking about he's going to identify himself as the 
good shepherd, as the door of the sheep and the good shepherd. He says in verse 4, 
"When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from 
him, because they do not know the voice of strangers." He's saying that the true sheep, 
the Christian, knows the voice of Jesus and he follows him. In fact, in verse 27, he says, 
"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me." So that is the defining 
characteristic of the Christian. In fact, to show you this, we could spend time in all the 
Gospels but let's just go back to Matthew for a moment, to Matthew's Gospel, and show 
this theme and how it permeates the New Testament. In chapter 4, verse 18 and 19, you 
have a condensed account of what we've looked at in Luke of Jesus' calling of the 
disciples Peter, Andrew, James and John by the Sea of Galilee. Matthew condenses it 
down to the key elements he wants to put there. He doesn't tell us about all the fish and 
everything that Luke tells us about, he tells us essentially what it is to be a Christian, 
what it is to be a disciple because being a Christian is being a disciple. In 4:18 he says, 
"Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 
And He said to them, 'Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.'" So, "Follow Me, 
Simon," that's Simon Peter, "and Andrew." 

You see it also in chapter 8, verse 22. This is an unnamed disciple. Verse 21 actually 
says, "Another of the disciples said to Him, 'Lord, permit me first to go and bury my 
father.'" Mathew 8:21, "permit me first to go and bury my father.' But Jesus said to him, 
'Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.'" The call to be a Christian is the 
call to follow Christ.

Chapter 9, verse 19. That's the wrong verse. Anyway, he calls Matthew. Matthew's 
calling is here as well and he says to Matthew, "Follow Me." 

In chapter 10, verse 38, he explains what a Christian is. He says it in verse 37 and verse 
38 of chapter 10. This is what it is to be a true follower of Jesus. It's not simply to have an 
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assent to the Gospel, it's not simply to believe that Jesus in your head is who he says he is 
and he's done what he says he's done. That's important. Assent is a part of saving faith but 
it's not the sum total. The evidence of true saving faith is following Christ and this is seen 
in chapter 10, verse 37 and 38. "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And 
he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me." To be a 
Christian is to forsake your right to live your life your own way. 

What is it to be a disciple? A disciple is someone who follows Jesus. Now, if you're 
going to follow somebody, what does it mean? Who is calling the shots on where you go? 
You? No. Your master. And so to be a Christian is to make a fundamental change. God 
does a fundamental change of the heart and it is evidenced in a fundamental mind change, 
conversion, repentance. You're going one way and you stop and you turn in the other. 
Faith is trusting upon Christ and so this surrender is evidenced in a life that follows Jesus. 
Why follow Jesus? It's the only way to be saved. In fact, if you're unsure about your 
salvation, what should you do? You should with everything you can follow Jesus. I'm 
going to talk about how to do that in just a moment. Basically, you just keep trying to get 
close to Jesus. Keep trying to get close to Jesus. How do you do that? In his word: the 
preaching of the word; the reading of the word; the study of the word. Look for Jesus. 
Look for Jesus. Get close to Jesus. Cry out to Jesus and he will work and make you a true 
follower from the heart. And then the whole Christian life is following Jesus, not just 
how you get saved to begin following Jesus, but the whole Christian life is continuing to 
follow Jesus. The following him in a life of holiness. In fact, the quintessential 
characteristic of the true Christian is that he follows Jesus. By definition, the follower of 
Jesus. That's one of the best ways to describe what it is to be a Christian. "I'm a follower 
of Jesus Christ."

Now, having said that, that's "why." Why do I follow Jesus? It's the only way to be saved. 
It's the only way to have life. How do I follow Jesus? Our second question: how do I 
follow Jesus? And we're going to look at the second and third point with three sub points 
and they're going to be three imperatives both times, okay? The second point: how do I 
follow Jesus? We're going to say there are three commands to help you do that. And then 
where do I follow Jesus? There are going to be three commands to help you do that.

But back to the second point: how do I follow Jesus? There are three imperative sub 
points here and the first is: keep looking at Jesus. It's really straightforward. I mean, if 
you're going to follow someone, say you're on a hike through the woods and there is no 
clearly marked trail but there is someone who knows the way and he says, "Follow me," 
how do you follow him? You keep looking at him and when the trail gets tough and 
especially if it's getting darker, what do you do? You strain to keep your eyes on the 
person you're following. So you keep looking at Jesus. In fact, these first three points, 
how do I follow Jesus, it's basically keep looking at Jesus, then keep looking to Jesus, 
then keep looking for Jesus. Those are the three commands. It's basically trying with 
every way that you can attend to Jesus.
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So keep looking at Jesus, this first, what does that mean? How do you keep looking at 
Jesus? Do you look at a picture on the wall? No. That's foolishness. That's nonsense. We 
don't have a picture of Jesus. He didn't choose to come at a time where we could paint a 
picture of him, a perfect painting, or allow a perfect photograph to be taken. Was that bad 
timing? Was it just that the Lord should have come when we all had iPhones? You know, 
now you can take a picture all the time. We were fishing this weekend and taking a 
picture of each fish that's caught. That's actually a way...the fish can't get any bigger in 
your stories that way, can they? That's it. But the Lord didn't make a mistake in when he 
came, he came when he wanted to come and he didn't want us to have pictures because he 
is a God who gives pictures through his word, his spoken word. 

So how do you keep looking at Jesus? You go to his word. It's the Bible that presents 
Jesus in all of his glory. That's why he said to the Pharisees, "You search the Scriptures 
intently thinking that in them you have life and yet these they are that testify of Me," in 
John 5. "You're looking in the Scriptures but the Scriptures are talking about Me." When 
he met the disciples on the road to Emmaus and walked with them, when he opened their 
eyes, what did he say? "Was it necessary for these things to happen for the Son of Man to 
have to suffer and die? Have you not read in the prophets and Moses how it's clear this 
had to happen. You see, the prophets and Moses and the Psalms are all about Me," about 
Jesus. 

So if you want to follow Jesus, what do you do? You begin your day looking at Jesus. 
You begin your day in the word of God and you try throughout the day to continue, 
reminding yourself. It's like you're on a path. If you're on a path and you're following 
someone, from time to time you get a little distracted, you know, you see things, you see 
the sights. You're up in a beautiful area and so you get distracted, well, what do you do? 
You keep reminding yourself to keep your eyes on the person you're following. So how 
do you do that? Well, you keep going back to the word, the Bible verse that you're trying 
to meditate on that you studied this morning or that you read this morning that you 
wanted to take as food for the day. "This is going to help me look to you, Lord Jesus."

So you use the word to help you keep looking at Jesus and this is what it is when we are 
to admonish one another and to speak the truth to one another. What are we doing? 
Essentially what we should be doing when we're speaking the word of God to one 
another is pointing to Jesus. We're basically saying and pointing ourselves to Jesus. We're 
saying, "I need to remember to look at Jesus." And so we talk about the word and it's all a 
celebration of Christ. So that's how we follow Jesus, we stay in the word and we meditate 
on the word, we reflect on the word, we speak the word. Let's keep looking at Jesus. This 
is how you follow him, first you keep looking at Jesus.

Secondly, the second sub point under out second main point, how do I follow Jesus? How 
do I follow Jesus? Not just you keep looking at Jesus but you keep looking to Jesus. I 
think this is really the sense of praying and praying to Jesus, calling out to him. Calling 
out to the Father as well, to the Holy Spirit? Yes, we pray to all of them but the Scriptures 
show us that Jesus is our Mediator; that he is to be our primary focal point, our primary 
go-to person of the Trinity. At least when we go to the Father, we go through the Son, so 
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we're mindful that even as we go to the Father to bring our requests to him, we're going 
through the Son. As Paul says in Ephesians 2, we pray to the Father through the Son in 
the Spirit.

Keep looking to Jesus. So call out to him. "Lord Jesus, I need you. I want to understand 
what to do." So it's kind of like, imagine again, you're walking through the woods and it's 
getting a little darker and the trail is winding and it's around curves and what do you do? 
If you feel like you're falling far behind you say, "Hey, wait up! Where are you?" So this 
is the sense of praying to the Lord, asking him, "Lord, I need you. I've not been thinking 
about you for these last few hours. I've gotten off and I've been wandering but I need you, 
Lord." 

So you keep looking at Jesus. You keep looking at Jesus in his word. You keep looking 
to Jesus in prayer. And then, thirdly, the third sub point under how do I follow Jesus? 
Keep looking for Jesus. Keep looking for him as you go through your day remembering 
that he's your Shepherd, he's guiding everything, and so we ought to have an attitude of 
expectancy each day. We ought to have an attitude, this is so easy for us to go into like 
our default mental state is that we're much more in control of our lives than we think we 
are and God's not in the picture. We don't remember that everything that's happening is 
happening at his orchestration. I mean, to show you an example of this, when something 
happens, say you just go to the grocery store or you stop at a convenience store or 
drugstore and the teller is rude. "What did I do? I'm actually coming in here to help you 
have a job. Nobody is buying, you're not working, you're not getting paid." And maybe 
you were not thoughtful or whatever, maybe you were, but a lot of times you're just, 
you're wearing this smile and be a blessing to this person and I want to check out, I've got 
to get to my next place and so you're thinking about all these other things and this guy is 
just rude to you or this lady is rude to you like you're a bother. Well, what's going on 
there? We tend to think, "Wow, what's going on with this?" And we just think about it in 
terms of just us and them and, "Man, that was really nasty. Look at kids today." You 
know, you start thinking like that. 

What should we do? Look for Jesus. What does that mean? "Wow, this person is really 
being rude to me. Lord, what are you doing in this because you put this person in my 
path? You allowed me to stop at this store and to come in at this moment and this 
somehow is for me because your word says, 'All things work together for good to those 
who love God and who are called according to His purpose.' We just read from Daniel, 
'Man, nothing can happen apart from your hand.' So even this person being rude to me is 
a part of your plan. Satan may mean it for evil, they may mean it for evil, but you mean it 
for good so what are you doing in this?" It's amazing what that little mental exercise of 
turning and applying the truth to your circumstance will do in helping you follow Jesus in 
that moment.

So what does that do? The Lord has allowed me, first of all, one of the things that I would 
think in that moment is, "Hey, you're reminding me that, you know, I think I'm worthy of 
a lot more respect than I am." You know, I've talked about how I get irritated with people 
who drive in front of me, cut off, or something like that and I have shared that, and some 
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of you obviously struggle with the same besetting sins there because you'll share that, but 
you know, what is that? Well, I think I'm entitled to that. I'm entitled to some respect 
here. How ridiculous is that really? I mean, how ridiculous it is that we would think 
somebody else is really disrespecting us personally by pulling in. They're just doing what 
they want to do. They're not really trying to personally assault us, right? But where does 
that mindset come from? It comes from sinful, self-important, prideful arrogance and you 
remember that, "Lord, you're reminding me through this thing that happened, this person 
mistreating me, you're reminding me that it's not about me. It's not my story. I'm a slave. 
I'm not the king of my life. Thank you." You see, what you're seeing is, you're seeing the 
Shepherd hit you with his staff. A bad circumstance suddenly was now seen correctly. 
The Good Shepherd has just tapped me and said, "Look at me. You weren't looking at 
me." That's what's happening.

So we need to follow Jesus. As a Christian, you look at him, you look to him, and you 
look for him. When temptation comes, you don't panic and think, "Oh no! Temptation is 
coming! Everything is over!" Even in that, what happens? You're being reminded how 
much you need a Savior. It's Jesus allowing you to...you know, you have a temptation to 
worry and something happens that brings out anxiety or the heat is turned up. Well, wait 
a minute, the Good Shepherd has allowed the heat to be turned up. Don't panic. Don't just 
collapse under the pressure. Just look to Jesus. "Lord, thank you. You're showing me how 
much I need you because I feel like I'm about to lose it here." Any trial, the same thing. 
The Lord is just reminding us. Even the good circumstances and this is where we start 
really getting ahead when we realize even the blessings and the good things are reminders 
to look to him. "Lord, thank you for that." Keep looking for Jesus throughout the day, 
fixing our eyes upon him.

Now, that's how do I follow Jesus? We've looked at why do I follow Jesus and how do I 
follow Jesus and, thirdly, this main last point that we said would be our longest point is 
where do I follow Jesus? We see this really come out in the passage. This is something 
that is emphasized in the text. Essentially I'm going to answer it in just one phrase but 
we're going to see there are three imperatives to help us really apply this. Where do I 
follow Jesus? Answer in a phrase: wherever he leads me. Wherever he leads me. It is 
completely up to him. It's not up to me. It's not up to you. It's up to him. So follow him 
wherever he leads you.

Now, to do that, though, there are three imperatives I think that really help us and I think 
we see this in Peter's own struggle because we see Peter struggling with the command, 
"Follow Me!" which Jesus has to emphatically reiterate in verse 22, "You follow Me!" In 
fact, that second one is intensified by the presence of the pronoun which the NASB puts 
in there, and I didn't check the other translations to see if they do, but in the Greek, the 
"you," second person singular "you" pronoun, is in the verb and so you don't need to add 
a pronoun in Greek. It's already in the verb. But in verse 22, they add the pronoun in, sy, 
so it is, "You, yourself, follow Me." So Peter, it said, "What about him?" looking at John 
and Jesus says, "What is it to you what I do with him?" and it's almost like the text is 
showing Jesus pointing at him with the emphatic tone of what's said. "You follow Me!" 
That's what he says.
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Now, to do this there are three imperatives that I want us to consider that we should apply 
and the first is we need to stop controlling. Stop controlling. Stop trying to control your 
life. Peter wants to control his life. He wants to negotiate and because he understands 
what Jesus has just told him, this is not a pleasant future for him, at least what Jesus is 
focusing on. Jesus is telling him in verse 18 that Peter is going to be crucified. He says, it 
flows right out of that, "Tend My sheep." There is no time lapse. Jesus immediately after 
he says, "Tend My sheep," the third time, he says, "Truly, truly, I say to you, when you 
were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you 
where you do not wish to go." John adds as a parenthesis here in verse 19, "Now this He 
said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken 
this, He said to him," the parenthesis is ended, "And when He had spoken this, He said to 
him, 'Follow Me!'" 

Stretch out your hands, someone else will gird you and lead you where you don't want to 
go. D. A. Carson had some very helpful comments on this in his commentary. He says, 
"It's important to understand that the way 'stretch out your hands' was understood in the 
ancient world." It's actually emphatic in the flow of the verse too, in fact, because he 
makes this parallel He says, "When you were younger," think about it, "When you were 
younger, you used to gird yourself and you would go wherever you wanted to go." So 
like three points: when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and go wherever you 
wanted to go. "When you're older, someone is going to gird you and someone else is 
going to lead you." Do you see the parallel? And he inserts in the middle, though, 
because you would expect, "When you were younger, you used to gird yourself and go 
where you wanted to go," you would expect him to go right into, "when you're older," but 
he doesn't. Well, he says, "when you're older," but he says, first of all, "you'll stretch out 
your hands," before he says, "someone else will gird you and someone else will lead 
you," and it makes that emphatic, to stretch out your hands. But it's also exactly the order 
of crucifixion. This is what Carson says, "More important is the way 'stretch out your 
hands' was understood in the ancient world. It widely referred to crucifixion. This 
stretching took place when a condemned prisoner was tied to his cross-member, the 
patibulum, and forced to carry his cross to the place of execution. The cross-member 
would be placed on the prisoner's neck and shoulders, his arms tied to it, and then he 
would be led away to death." Do you see that? They'd stretch out the arms. This is exactly 
what happened to Jesus in this Gospel. Stretch out the arms, tie the arms to the crossbeam 
and carry the crossbeam to the cross, then the nailing would take place and the crossbeam 
would attach to the vertical beam of the cross.

So when he says this, Peter understands clearly and John tells us he does because he says 
to his audience, "Now he said this," he understands his audience knows that when he 
said, "Stretch out your hands and someone else is going to lead you," his first century 
audience knew crucifixion. And he's actually giving this, I think, as another sign of Jesus' 
glory. Jesus prophesied Peter's crucifixion 30 years before it happened and this is written 
20 years after Peter was crucified. So Jesus had prophesied this more than 50 years before 
the writing of John and John wrote in 85 and that's my best guess, 85 AD. Peter was 
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crucified around 65 AD. Jesus was resurrected and ascended, had his post-resurrection 
appearances maybe in 33 AD. So more than 30 years after this, these words were 
fulfilled. But John is writing 20 years after the event to people who know about Peter 
because he's writing, remember, to Jews and Jewish proselytes who have not yet 
embraced the Gospel but who were familiar with it and who are in a state of rejecting it. 
He's writing to convince them to stop rejecting it. And they certainly know about Peter. 
They know about his crucifixion and he's saying, "Listen, Jesus prophesied this on the 
day by the Sea of Galilee." It's a sign of his sovereignty and the power of his word.

Stop controlling. Peter wants to negotiate. "Hey, how about this guy? Let's start 
comparing. I want to get a full accounting of what's going to happen with everyone so 
that I can negotiate a good deal here." Jesus does not negotiate and he won't negotiate, 
and he basically slams the door on that discussion by saying to him, "If I want him to 
remain," verse 22, "until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!" 

Now, Peter wants to negotiate but he wants to control, but the reality is that we're not in 
control of anything. I like what Nicolas Ellen says, the biblical counselor, he says, "In my 
life, the only thing that I can run is my mouth." We don't run anything. Proverbs 16:9 
says, "The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps." Daniel 4:35, we 
had Nebuchadnezzar say, "All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But 
He," the Most High, "does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the 
inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What have You 
done?'" We want to control things but we can't. It's amazing how natural it is to think that 
we can control things. This is what superstition is all about, controlling your life. I talked 
about how as a young kid I thought it made a difference even like watching a ballgame 
how I might set my shoes or something. "Hey, they scored a touchdown when I had my 
shoes over here. I may put my shoes back over there." How stupid is that? How could 
that possibly affect the universe and make Georgia win the ballgame? Yet we continue to 
be that stupid throughout our whole lives apart from grace. We think we're in control.

Now, the Bible doesn't tell us not to plan, we should plan. We should plan for the future. 
We should prepare for the future. We should set a course for our lives, yes, all with a 
view to the glory of God, though, and all held tentatively because we can't determine 
anything. We plan our way but the Lord directs our steps. What it is is you plan with a 
humble surrendered attitude. "Lord, I'd like to do this but if not, I still praise you and I 
will serve you. I will follow you."

Now, stop controlling. The second imperative under where do I follow Jesus? Wherever 
he leads me. How do you do that? Well, you stop controlling and, secondly, you stop 
complaining. Peter does not like the path that Jesus is laying out for him and he has a 
heart that wants to complain. I mean, think about this: he's going to live for the next 30 
years of his life in the shadow of the cross. He doesn't know when it's going to come but 
he's going to die by crucifixion and crucifixion is agony. A terrifying way to die but 
God's grace will be sufficient for him. But still, if you just look at the circumstances, look 
at what God has laid out for you, it's easy to want to complain and it's natural. Again, just 
as it's natural to want to control, it's natural to complain. 
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Now, think about your life and my life. How often do we want to complain? And if we 
sat down and we just said, "Let's have a complaining session," some of you could really 
offer some good complaints. I mean, seriously. We would be impressed by it. Wow. 
Haven't you sometimes you hear something's happened to someone and you've had the 
thought, "Lord, really? This too on top of everything else they're dealing with?" An 
accusing heart that we have like we know better. We are to sympathize with one another 
and care for one another and if we really started talking about it, some of you are really 
dealing with very difficult circumstances right now, but to follow Jesus you can't 
complain because it's not accidental. Your Shepherd is leading you there. When he leads 
you through the valley of the shadow of death, you're not to fear and you're not to 
complain.

Some of you, some of us, may find ourselves suddenly in unbearable circumstances. 
Things may change suddenly and unexpectedly. Life can be altered, plans destroyed, 
dreams shattered all in an instant. What are you going to do? And the wonderful thing as 
a Christian is that nothing changes your mission. Follow Jesus. Isn't that comforting? 
Nothing can happen in your life that you really have to be afraid of because he's ruling, 
he's reigning and it's all about following Jesus. In fact, there are so many verses that we 
could pick out to talk about this but just think of one, Ephesians 2:10. After Paul says, 
"For by grace are you saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it's the gift of God, 
not of works lest any man should boast," he says, "For we are His workmanship," this is 
Ephesians 2:10, "For we are His workmanship in Christ Jesus, created unto good works, 
which He has foreordained that we should walk in them." He's saying, "Listen, if you're a 
Christian, you're a new creation. You're his sheep. You're his child and he has laid out the 
path of your life. He's laid good work after good work after good work along the path." 
So it doesn't matter what happens, all that you have to do is follow Jesus and do the work 
that he gives you. It's like you're a worker that they change the job on each day. That's not 
maybe the way I would like to necessarily work, although it would be interesting. This is 
the way God has chosen to do it with us. He may let you do the same thing for 20 years 
and then suddenly he changes it. What do you do? Are you going to follow Jesus? Are 
you going to do the work that he's given you to do or not? Do you think you know better 
than he? 

So stop complaining if things are suddenly altered, it's okay. Some of you are dealing 
with the weariness of prolonged suffering and difficulty, extended trial with no relief. 
Why is this happening? Don't complain. "Why did God allow this in my life?" How do 
you stop complaining? One thing you do is you remember who you are. The Lord is so 
gracious and kind as we saw how he deals with Nebuchadnezzar, but he's also very frank 
and direct as he is with Peter here. One of the verses in which he's very direct and frank is 
Isaiah 45:9 which says this, shall the pot say to the potter, "What have you done?" He 
says, "You're a pot. God is the potter. Deal with it." That's what he's saying. "I'm a pot. 
God's the potter. I need to deal with it." How ridiculous for a clay pot to think it can 
instruct the potter on how to do its work. How ridiculous for the clay pot to say, "I don't 
want to be a bowl, I want to be a coffee cup. Coffee cups, they're cool." No, you be what 
the potter wants you to be.
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That brings us to the third thing. Stop controlling, stop complaining and, thirdly, stop 
comparing. Where do I follow Jesus? Wherever he leads me. You do that by stop 
controlling, stop complaining and stop comparing. Peter finds this natural and we find it 
natural too. He's walking with Jesus. Jesus says to him what he tells him about the cross. 
Turning around, he sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following them and seeing him he 
said, "Lord, and what about this man?" And Jesus says, "It does not matter to you." It's 
basically, "It's none of your business." That's what he's telling him. "All your business is 
to follow me." What he's telling us is the Christian life is an individual and unique 
calling, in one sense. None of us walks exactly the same path and our problem is we want 
to compare. I mean, he wants to say, "Hey, how about John?" And in reality at first 
glance, it's a pretty good choice because John does not die a martyr's death, he actually 
ironically is the only apostle that did not die a martyr's death. He died of old age, natural 
causes, probably well into his 80s. And at first glance, that might seem like that's a hard 
life that Peter has and John had it easy but if you were to ask John, this is why the grass is 
always greener on the other side of the fence. I remember there was an Erma Bombeck 
book. She was a humorist author. "The Grass is Also Greener Over the Septic Tank." So 
watch out what you're looking for. 

But Peter thinks that looking at John's life, John's life is better but what would John say if 
John were able to talk about his life? He'd say, "Listen," you know, from what we know 
from other accounts, they tried to kill him on more than one occasion, one time trying to 
boil him in oil and yet the Lord would not let him die. He kept him alive. And John might 
say, you know what Paul said, he might remind us of Philippians 1 where Paul said, "It's 
better for me by far to go on and be with Christ." Paul is saying, "I'd rather die and be 
with Jesus than stay here with you." That's what he says in Philippians 1. "But for your 
sakes, I know that I'm going to have to stay." He's saying basically, "I'm going to have to 
follow Jesus through some more time here. Darn."

So John would say, "I had to live in this sin-sick world to be into my 80s, Peter." But, 
you see, Jesus knows what he's doing with each one of us. I mean, Peter's life, he's laid 
out his life to bring maximum glory to God, in fact, we see it in the text in verse 19, 
"Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God." Peter's death 
would bring glory to God. It's amazing how Peter is a shadow of Christ. I mentioned 
earlier, how long did Peter live in the shadow of the cross? He knew he was going to die 
by crucifixion for more than 30 years, what about Jesus? He came into the world 
knowing that his whole life was lived in the shadow of the cross. In fact, Jesus predicted 
his own death in John 12:33 and John uses this language, the same language we have 
here, actually 12:32, he says, "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to 
Myself."  Look what John says, verse 33, "But He was saying this to indicate the kind of 
death by which He was to die." The verb "to indicate" is actually the same verb translated 
"signify" in chapter 21, verse 19. He said this, it could be translated there, "signifying the 
kind of death he would die," and then he's telling Peter the same thing. And "to signify" 
actually is the word "sign" in English. It's interesting, this is one place where the English 
word "signify," you see the relationship, signify, sign. You remember how important sign 
is in John's Gospel? This is the first sign Jesus did. This is the second sign he did. He did 
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all of these signs. This is a sign. I think this is another one of the signs, actually. In  
12:33, he prophesied his death by crucifixion and that's exactly how he died. That was a 
sign and he says the same thing about Peter's death. In prophesying it, it's a sign of Jesus' 
authority, and in Peter's death itself is a sign pointing back to Christ to the glory of God. 

The martyrs are the ones who are truly honored and God will be there with you if you 
have to go that way or if I have to go that way. He will not leave us. I'm sure Peter after 
he had learned all he had learned by denying Christ, he didn't walk around saying, "Yeah, 
I'm gonna die for Jesus and I'm ready any day." I bet he said, "I'm depending on grace. I 
know what happens to me when I do it in my own strength but I know he'll be faithful."

But beyond that, John by living to be 85 years old, he gives us the Gospel, this Gospel, 
three letters and the book of Revelation. He lived his life on exile. He could say, "I was 
exiled, man." In exile, he saw the glory of Christ in Revelation so isn't God perfectly wise 
to give John the course he gives and Peter the course he gives. So when you and I look 
and we look around us and we compare and we say, "Well, I've got it worse than So-and-
so," look at this...or sometimes we say, "They have it better than me." You can do it 
either way. "I have worse, bad circumstances than So-and-so." Or, "They have better 
good circumstances than I do. Look how gifted they are. Look at me. Why, Lord? Why 
can't I play the piano? Why can't I sing?" Because Jesus didn't want me to. It's that way 
with everything. "Why did you give me this burden? Why did I have to deal with this 
particular circumstance? Why does this have to be so hard for so long? Why do I have 
this disability?" It's because Jesus knew what was best for you and his command to you 
and to me no matter what our circumstance is, "You follow Me!" 

Don't compare your path to others' paths, just follow Jesus. Let me add one other thing. 
Not just don't compare your path to others' path, don't compare your present path to your 
past path. Don't think that today, "Boy, it was great years ago. Oh, for the good old days. 
Why can't I do what I used to do?" As we get older, this becomes more and more real, 
doesn't it? What are you called to do? You're called to follow Jesus today. 

I heard a message by John Street years ago, Melissa's daddy, Jess and Melissa that have 
joined our staff now. Her daddy, John Street, teaches at the Master's College in the 
Counseling Department and I heard a message by him on marriage that was really good 
and it brought this point out, how life basically brings different challenges and he talked 
about, and I couldn't find it when I was looking it up. I should have called and asked you 
guys for the notes on it, but anyway, I didn't. But basically he said, "This is the stages of 
marriage." You're called to be a husband or a wife through these different stages, and the 
first stage was like, it was these nouns or adjectives like euphoria. That's the first stage of 
marriage. Man, we're just so happy to be together. This is wonderful. This is bliss, you 
know. Then it goes to like fatigue or something like that or just exhaustion because now 
you have children and you have one child, two children, three children. You're, maybe it 
was frazzled. It was something like that, that this is your stage of life and you go through 
years of that. Then you get to confused because now you have teenagers and you're 
dealing with tougher problems. You thought it was tough when you had three children in 
diapers, that was nothing. Then you're an empty-nester and now you're lonely. Then 
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you're taking care of your parents. Then you're taking care of one another as you prepare 
to die. 

What's the reality? Life changes but the calling never does: follow Jesus. Follow him in 
the times of euphoria. Follow him in the times of exhaustion. Get up every day and 
follow Jesus. Don't wish that it was past that time. Don't wish that you could go back in 
time. Rejoice that he set out the course today and follow him today. That's the calling and 
that lifts everything up to the level of where it should be which is a part of the kingdom 
of God advancing. When you're a frazzled mother of three and you're changing diapers 
and you're working...you feel like you never have any time to yourself, the calling, it's 
hard but still follow Jesus. He understands. He knows. He has laid out that course for 
you. 

He knows it's tough but try to stop complaining, stop controlling, stop comparing and just 
follow him. When you're getting old and you realize that your life, your strength is 
lagging, you no longer can do the things you used to do, what are you to do? Follow 
Jesus. There are ways to follow Jesus then. There are things that you can do now that you 
couldn't do before: more time for prayer. There is never a time not to follow Jesus. 

You know, don't compare yourself to others. I love this. I'm going to close with this last 
little account. It was said that John Owen one time was talking to a friend and he 
said...John Owen was one of the great theologians of all time. Anyways, but John Owen 
was talking to a friend and he said, "I would gladly give all of my theological learning to 
be able to preach one time like John Bunyan preached." Think about that. Heard John 
Bunyan preach, "I want to preach like that man but I'll never be able to do it." But where 
would we be without John Owen? "On Indwelling Sin," by John Owen. What a treasure. 
"The Death of Death in the Death of Christ," by John Owen. What a beautiful gem. Or 
Bunyan. He was a great preacher, right? Yet God allowed him to be imprisoned for the 
Gospel and he spent more than 12 years in prison. Think about that. He's that great a 
preacher, that powerful a preacher that Owen would say that about him and then he is put 
on the sidelines where he can't preach anymore. Now think if Bunyan's in jail fretting, 
"Why? Lord, why did I have to live in this time? Why did you give me these gifts and not 
let me use these gifts? Why? Why? Why?" What if he's doing that? He may have done 
some of that for a little while but at some point he stopped fretting and he started writing 
"The Pilgrim's Progress," the greatest treasure outside of Scripture in all of Christendom. 
God put him in jail and said, "John, you might have wanted to go there, you come follow 
me and do what I'm telling you to do."

Listen, that's what you and I, he's calling us to things and when things turn and they go a 
different direction, don't fret, don't complain, don't control, follow Jesus. Love him and 
follow him. That is life and he will do something wonderful and glorious that he can't do 
through anybody else exactly the same way. That's an amazing reality.

Let's go to the Lord in prayer.
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Father, we thank you that you are the all-wise God. You never ever make a mistake. You 
are good and you do good. Forgive us for our unbelief. Forgive us for our foolish 
appalling pride, our arrogance to think that we who see nothing and know nothing, know 
better than you who knows all things. We thank you for your mercy that is in Christ 
Jesus. We thank you for giving us the privilege of being your sheep and following our 
Savior and our Shepherd. We ask you, Lord, to help us. Help us repent more deeply of 
this kind of foolishness and follow more closely. We pray for those that are here that 
don't know Christ, that you would help them today to follow you, repenting and believing 
in the finished work of your cross and your resurrection. We pray that you would be 
lifted up and glorified and we pray these things in Jesus' name. Amen.
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