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Message: Called to Witness to an Unwelcoming World, Part 2
Text: Revelation  11:1-19

Introduction

  A.  Open with movie trailer “The Insanity of God” and question: “Is Jesus worth it?”

  B.  In Revelation 8:2 - 11:19, the second series of visions giving a historical sweep of salvation
history, God reveals through visions of the first 6 of 7 trumpets His present war against
the kingdom of this world, giving the world over to the curse of affliction for sin,
including delivering over the world into the power of Satan and his demons to blind the
world with spiritual darkness. God calls on His church to respond to the father of lies by
bearing witness to the Father’s truth about Jesus, shining in the darkness of a world that
largely does not welcome that witness.  Is Jesus worth it?  Jesus gives John 3 visions in    
chapter 11 revealing 3 truths to convince us that He is worth the cost of being His
witnesses.

1.  God has appointed the eternal preservation of the souls of His witnesses.
2.  God has appointed His witnesses to the nations be opposed and persecuted by the 

nations until Jesus Christ returns for us.
3.  God has appointed the final, glorious reward of His witnesses and the final, fearful

judgment of the nations when Jesus Christ returns.

I.  God has appointed the eternal preservation of the souls of His witnesses.

Revelation 11:1  Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone
said, "Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship
in it.  "Leave out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it 2

has been given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-
two months. 

  A.  11:1a  Measuring, a sign of protection or judgment, is here a symbol of Christ’s protection 
of our souls.

      1.  Example:  surveyor measures your property line to ensure a nearby construction project 
doesn’t bulldoze your trees.  The “measuring” protects your lot.  So also, God measures
what lot, what eternal inheritance belongs to his people as His kingdom of priests, beyond
which the nations cannot trespass and trample.

      2.  Scriptural example of measuring boundaries signifying protection:

Jeremiah 31:38 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when the city will be
rebuilt for the LORD from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. 39 "The measuring
line will go out farther straight ahead to the hill Gareb; then it will turn to Goah. 40 "And



the whole valley of the dead bodies and of the ashes, and all the fields as far as the
brook Kidron, to the corner of the Horse Gate toward the east, shall be holy to the
LORD; it will not be plucked up or overthrown anymore forever."

      3.  God protects His temple from being trampled (overcome) by the nations.  To
trample/tread (Greek: pateo) is to defeat, overcome, dominate.  E.g., ...

Luke 10:19 "Behold, I have given you authority to tread (pateo) on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you.

Revelation 14:20 And the wine press was trodden (pateo) outside the city, and blood
came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred
miles.

  B.  11:1b  The temple being protected appears to be a symbol of the church, whose lot to stand
before the Lord as His priests cannot be taken and trampled and thus destroyed by the
nations.

      1.  In Revelation, whose literary genre is apocalyptic, and therefore whose visions are 
symbolic, the church is typically depicted by a variety of symbols, including ...

a.  1:20 lamp stands f.  12:1-17 a woman and her offspring
b.  7:1-8  an army g.  19:8,9  a bride, the wife of the Lamb

(21:9)
c.  7:9ff a victorious multitude h.  20:9  a camp (of the saints), the beloved

city
d.  11:1-2  a temple i.  21:9,10  the holy city, Jerusalem
e.  11:3-13 2 prophetic witnesses

      2.  The metaphor of the church as God’s temple has already been suggested by Christ in His 
promise to the faithful saints in Philadelphia: 

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My
God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from My God, and My new name.

... and later God’s tabernacle is identified as those who dwell in heaven.

Revelation 13:6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His
name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven.

      3.  In 21:15-17 The church, pictured as a city (but also as a cube like the Holy of Holies), is 
measured, signifying protection from the trampling of unbelievers (21:27).



  B.  11:2  the trampling of the outer court and holy city appears to refer to that earthly existence
of God’s people which can be affected by the kingdom of this world.  This concept is
repeated further in chapter 11 and in later chapters.  They can take our possessions, jobs,
reputations, freedoms, mortal lives, but not our immortal souls before the Lord.

  C.  Unlike the outer court of the church, the inner court of the church, our souls’ communion in
eternal life before the Lord of glory is preserved by Christ for us.  Therefore, we need not
fear those who, after killing the body, can do nothing more to us who are in Christ.

Luke 12:4 "I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and
after that have no more that they can do. 5 "But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the
One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!

  D.  The time period of this persecution is qualitatively represented by 3 ½ years (42 months or
1260 days), mentioned again in chapters 12 and 13.

Revelation 11:2 "Leave out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it,
for it has been given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-
two months. 3 "And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy
for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth."

      1.  As elsewhere in Revelation, consistent with the apocalyptic literary genre, numbers are
used qualitatively rather than quantitatively. 

         2.  This period of persecution is like the 3 ½ year period of distress perpetrated upon the
people of God and temple by hostile nations prophesied by Daniel.  This time of
persecution appears to begin with the resurrection/ascension of Christ and lasts until His
return to rapture His saints from every nation and judge the disobedient nations.

Revelation 12:5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations
with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 6 Then the
woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she
would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.

II.  God has appointed His witnesses to the nations be opposed and persecuted by the
nations until Jesus Christ returns for us.

Revelation 11:3  "And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will
prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth."  These are the 4

two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5

And if anyone wants to harm them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their
enemies; so if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this way.  These 6

have the power to shut up the sky, so that rain will not fall during the days of their
prophesying; and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to
strike the earth with every plague, as often as they desire. 



  A.  The church is next symbolized by 2 witnesses, apparently drawn from imagery in Zechariah
4, and employing the figures of Moses (11:6 - water to blood, plague) and Elijah (11:6 -
will not rain, Cf James 5:17, 3 ½ years), representing the law and the prophets, who
prophesied against nations/kings (Pharoah, Ahab & Jezebel)  hostile to their ministry, yet
showed great boldness and perseverance. 

      1.  11:3  2 witnesses in OT law = a valid testimony

Deuteronomy 19:15 "A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or
any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be
confirmed.

      2.  11:4 Two olive trees and lampstands that “stand before the Lord” (as servants) draw from the
imagery of Zechariah 4 where the Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the hight priest bear
witness to the Lord’s power to rebuild His temple amid opposition from the nations and Satan
himself.

Zechariah 4:2 He said to me, "What do you see?" And I said, "I see, and behold, a lampstand all
of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts belonging to
each of the lamps which are on the top of it; 3 also two olive trees by it, one on the right side of
the bowl and the other on its left side." ... 14 Then he said, "These are the two anointed ones who
are standing by the Lord of the whole earth."

      3.  11:5,6  That the witnessing church has been commissioned to prophesy against the nations that do
not welcome that witness is intensely portrayed by their resistence to and rejection of the message. 
Fire from the witnesses’ mouths, similar to the sword from Christ’s mouth (1:16; 19:15), =
judgment.  (Cf. Elijah calling down fire on king Ahaziah’s messengers, 1 Kings 1:10,12)

Jeremiah 5:14 Therefore, thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, "Because you have spoken this
word, Behold, I am making My words in your mouth fire and this people wood, and it will
consume them.

John 12:48 "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the
word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.

  B.  Very sobering is the hatred of the world toward the people of God as they witness to Christ and His 
Word.

Revelation 11:7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss
will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.

Revelation 13:7 It was also given to him (the beast) to make war with the saints and to
overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to
him.



      1.  There will come times when the beasts (kingdoms, as drawn from the imagery of nations in
Daniel) of this world will overcome the saints.  E.g., the Spanish inquisition begun in 1478 by
Ferdinand and Isabella, France’s oppression of the Protestant Hugenots beginning in 1685 under
Louis XIV, modern day North Korea and Saudi Arabia.

      2.  Dishonor, discrimination, and death await Christ’s witnesses to an unwelcoming world.

Revelation 11:8   And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which
mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  Those from the 9

peoples and tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a
half days, and will not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.  And those who dwell 10

on the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one another,
because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. 

  C.  Why is Jesus revealing this to the church?  To prepare us for any and all of our suffering for His 
name’s sake that He has appointed for us, so that we will not become discouraged, depressed,
faint hearted, bitter, disillusioned, as thought God is angry at us, indifferent and unloving toward
us, unfaithful to us, is not with us.  These difficult words nonetheless reveal the kind and loving
heart of Christ Who intends to keep us from stumbling.

John 15:18 "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. ... 20
...  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you;” .... 16:1 "These things I have spoken
to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 2 "They will make you outcasts from the
synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to
God. 3 "These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. 4 "But these
things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told
you of them.

III.  God has appointed the final glorious reward of His witnesses and the final fearful                       
 judgment of the nations when Jesus Christ returns.

  A.  The resurrection or restoration of the righteous

Revelation 11:11 But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into
them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them.
12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." Then they
went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies watched them. 13 And in that hour
there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed
in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The
second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.

  B.  The consummation of the ages

Revelation 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ;



and He will reign forever and ever." 16 And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones
before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, "We give You thanks, O Lord
God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your great power and
have begun to reign. 18 "And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time
came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets
and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those
who destroy the earth." 19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the
ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds
and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm.

      1.  When will God reward His servants - when Christ comes!  Christian, you and I don’t have to sin
when we are sinned against, we don’t have to slander when slandered, mock when mocked, harm
when harmed, hate when hated.  Instead of being overcome by evil, we can wait for the Lord
while overcoming evil with good as Christ did, knowing Christ will return to deliver, vindicate,
and glorify us.

Revelation 22:12 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every
man according to what he has done.

      2.  If bearing witness to Jesus in an unwelcoming world costs us comfort, popularity, money,
possessions, privileges, comfort, physical protection, “Is Jesus Worth It?”  Christ through His
Word assures us that He is.

Romans 8:17   and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed
we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

Revelation 21:9   Then one of the seven angels ...  spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will
show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great 10

and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God,  having the glory of God. 11

Romans 8:18   For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
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