
Titus 2 (6): Exhortations to Titus             Hymns 66, projected Hymn, 574 
 

One of the many wonderful things about the Christian religion, is that, it addresses the whole man in every 

area of life—true religion, Christianity, remakes people into new creations—they become better citizens, 

employees, fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, and children—wherever true religion exists, it brings good with 

it... 
 

Thus—having left Titus in Crete to establish the Churches (1:5), Paul was not only concerned with the church 

(ch.1), but the home (ch.2)—these two institutions have their origin from God, and are very important to any 

society...      
 

Thus far we have considered, exhortations to older men (v2), older women (vv3-4), young women (vv4-5), 

and young men (v6)—which brings us this morning to vv7-8 and exhortations to young Titus—in other words, 

Titus was not only to teach others, but himself... 
 

Now, let me say a few things by way of introduction—[1] because Titus was a himself a young man, Paul 

overlaps his specific exhortations for Titus, with that given to young men—thus much of what Paul tells Titus 

has direct application to young men (in general)... 
 

[2] What is here said to Titus, while having wonderful application for young men (and in some sense the entire 

church), is largely intended toward young ministers—it's for this reason Titus, along with 1st and 2nd Timothy, 

are often called Pastoral Epistles, which are written by Paul, to two younger ministers, Timothy and Titus, for 

the purpose of instructing them on how to conduct themselves and the church...    
 

In the exhortations before us, Paul is concerned with two things—the practice and preaching of Titus—these 

together, summarize his ministry...    
 

I.   The Practice of Titus—v7a  

II.  The Preaching of Titus—vv7b-8   

III. Lessons  
 

I.   The Practice of Titus  
 

1. The first thing Paul exhorts Titus to be, is an example or pattern of good works—"in all things"—in every 

area of life... 

2. First of all, this has direct reference to young men—Titus was to serve as an example of sober 

mindedness... 

3. But Paul goes beyond this and says—"in all things showing yourself a pattern"—that is, in everything he 

did... 

4. Titus was to serve as a pattern or example of mature Christianity, for young men, but also, for the entire 

church... 

5. 1Tim.4:12—"Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in 

love, in spirit, in faith, in purity..." 

6. [1] Word—that is, in speech—Timothy was to exemplify maturity in the way he spoke TO and OF the 

brethren...     

7. [2] Conduct—this refers to his behavior—the way he treated people—the way he interacted with those 

around him... 

8. [3] Love—this likely refers to love of others, to the brethren, to his neighbors—he was to illustrate how 

love looks... 

9. He was to give preference to others, sacrificially putting the needs of others (family and church) before his 

own... 

10. He was to make it evident for all to see, that he sincerely loved the brethren—that he rejoiced in God's 

people...  

11. That he was genuinely concerned for every member—that he cared for their bodies and cared for their 

souls...  

12. [4] Faith—this likely refers to the way he trusted God, and relied upon His grace, to serve and honor Him 

in life...  
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13. Timothy was to serve as an example of trusting God, in the midst of the many trials and hardships of this  

life... 

14. Surely brethren we know—that being a minister doesn't remove you from the common difficulties faced in 

this life... 

15. Timothy was to serve as an example of standing upon God's promises, in the midst of suffering and 

misery... 

16. [5] Purity—this refers to his personal holiness—Timothy was to keep himself free from this world's 

pollution...   

17. Now, it's also very possible, that Paul also had in mind, Titus' interaction with the young women in the 

church... 

18. 1Tim.5:1-2—"Do not rebuke an older man ,but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, older 

women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with all purity..." 

19. Thus, what Paul told Timothy we can safely apply to Titus—both were to serve as examples of good 

works... 

20. Just as older women were to teach the young women by word and deed, Titus was to teach the young men 

by word (v6) and deed (v7)... 
 

II.  The Preaching of Titus   
 

1. Having addressed Titus' practice, Paul now addresses his doctrine—and he says three or four things about 

it... 

2. Now—as many of you know—the word rendered "doctrine" literally means "teaching" and can mean one 

of two things... 

3. [a] THE teaching—that is, the teaching of Scripture—Titus was to take heed to WHAT he taught the 

people... 

4. [b] HIS teaching—that is, the teaching or preaching of Titus—Titus was to take heed to HOW he taught 

the people... 

5. Thus—the question becomes—which of these is Paul more directly referring to—the matter or manner of 

teaching... 

6. Well—in one sense it's impossible to separate these two—for both WHAT we teach and HOW we teach 

are important... 

7. But—as I have pondered the immediate context, I suggest it's more likely that Paul here refers to Titus' 

teaching... 

8. And, to be specific, Paul exhorts Titus to show or manifest four character traits in his teaching—integrity, 

reverence, incorruptibility, and soundless of speech... 

9. But before I go any further let me say—these four words (or descriptions) are translated differently in 

many Bibles... 

10. Furthermore, there is a textual variation at the end of v7, so that the ESV and other translations, have only 

2 descriptions in v7 and 1 in v8... 

11. Thus—to be a bit simplistic, I'm going to stick with my ordinary practice, and examine the passage as 

found in the NKJV...  

12. [1] Integrity—this word describes honesty of heart and truthfulness of motive—preaching with honorable 

intentions...  

13. This of course would be in opposition to—preaching for personal gain—whether financial or personal 

fame... 

14. The proper motives for all preaching are two—the good of our hearers and the glory of God in Jesus 

Christ... 

15. 2Cor.2:17—"For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, 

we speak in the sight of God in Christ (1:12)..." 

16. Paul was contrasting his ministry with that of the false prophets and apostles, who had ulterior motives or 

incentives... 

17. They fundamentally, sought personal gain and fame—they sought to amass a following for these selfish 

reasons... 

18. In contrast to them, Paul says—he ministers or preaches—"of sincerity, from God, in the sight of God in 

Christ..." 
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19. In other words—he ministers knowing that God is watching—he ministers with a conscious void of 

offence... 

20. This is what Paul would have Titus do—to preach with integrity—to preach with sincerity of motive and 

purpose... 

21. [2] Reverence—this word describes a disposition that demands reverence—a dignified and serious 

character... 

22. In other words—the pulpit is no place for a clown—for those who fill sermons with cute and comical 

stories... 

23. Paul would have Titus to preach, conscious of eternal realities—to preach with a sobriety proper for the 

task...    

24. Thus—essential to this seriousness is urgency and boldness—of speaking with a sense of God-given 

authority...  

25. Titus was to speak in way proper for the subject matter—in a way that fitted the message of life and 

death... 

26. [3] Incorruptibility—this is the word that's contested—the reason being, it's omitted in some early 

manuscripts... 

27. But—the word largely means the same thing as word rendered "integrity"—the absence of corrupt 

motives... 

28. Thus—this word is rendered "sincerity" in the KJV—to teach or preach without ulterior motive or 

purpose...   

29. [4] Soundness of speech, v8—"sound speech that cannot be condemned"—here Paul refers to the content 

of Titus' teaching... 

30. The manner of his teaching was to be with integrity and seriousness, and the matter of his teaching was to 

be sound... 

31. Titus was to speak sound words—that is, WHAT he said, was to agree with the gospel entrusted him to 

teach... 

32. Throughout Titus and Timothy, Paul uses this word "sound" to refer to doctrine that is healthy and life-

giving... 

33. 2Tim.1:13—"Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which 

are in Christ Jesus (1Tim.6:3)..."  

34. Here Paul speaks about "the pattern of sound words"—that is, the outline or summary of sound words 

(gospel)... 

35. Paul used this (likely an early creed), as a means to teach Timothy the truth, and he was to "hold it fast" by 

faith and love (graces found in Christ)... 

36. This is what Paul now exhorts Titus to speak—his preaching is not only to be sincere and serious, but 

orthodox... 

37. This "sound speech" cannot be "condemned"—that is, it cannot be justly rejected, censured, criticized, or  

despised... 

38. Paul continues—"that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you"—that 

is, ashamed of any charge levelled at him... 

39. Paul assumes there will be opponents who would scrutinize Titus' teaching—who would speak evil of 

him... 

40. Who these potential "opponents" are, we're not told—most likely they were the false teachers mentioned in 

ch.1...   

41. Tit.1:9—"holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both 

to exhort and convict those who contradict..." 

42. The elder or minister must "convict those who contradict"—that is convict or convince them of their 

errors... 
 

III. Lessons  
 

A. Teaching is by word and works  
 

1. By this I mean—Titus was to be concerned with his works and words—he was to teach the people with 

both... 
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2. Now—here I trust I don't need to remind you—that nobody will ever be saved without speaking words of 

life... 

3. Nobody ever has or will be, saved by merely watching our lives—sinners are saved only by the word of 

God... 

4. But—surely brethren, we also understand, that our works are vitally important, and closely related to our 

words... 

5. Thus—throughout the pastoral epistles, Paul exhorts both Timothy and Titus, to be good examples to the 

church... 

6. Furthermore, Christ Himself taught with words and works—we are to follow His teaching and His 

example...  

7. Now—some of you know, there has often been a tension (if not controversy), on how words and works 

relate... 

8. Well, to put it plainly—both are important and have their place—works illustrate, validate, and beautify 

our words...  

9. [1] Works illustrate words—by this I mean—by our works we show to others, what we mean by our 

words... 

10. For example—Titus was to teach young men to be sober minded, but he was also to show them what it 

looked like... 

11. Matt.23:1-3—"Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying: The scribes and the 

Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not 

do according to their works; for they say, and do not do..." 

12. [2] Works validate words—that is, they lend weight to our words—they show the reality of our words to 

others... 

13. Matt.11:19—"Wisdom is vindicated by her children"—that is, Christ's words are vindicated by their 

effects... 

14. You can TELL your neighbors they must be born again, but you can also SHOW them they need 

regeneration...  

15. This of course is very true of the preacher—for he can hardly be taken seriously if he doesn't practice what 

he preaches... 

16. Preachers need to exhort the church to be zealous for good works, but they also need to illustrate this will 

their lives...  

17. [3] Works beautify words—by this I mean—our works reveal the beauty of the good news or gospel 

message... 

18. Now—this of course, does not mean the gospel is somehow unbeautiful, until we make it beautiful by our 

works... 

19. No—the gospel IS beautiful all by itself—but our works help others to behold the beauty that's natively 

there... 

20. V20—"not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in 

all things..." 
 

B. Preaching and piety go together 
 

1. Here—I want to suggest, that the preacher's holiness is not only important for others—but also for 

himself... 

2. By this I mean—the heart and mouth of the preacher—are necessarily and intimately, related to each 

other...    

3. We must never overlook the fact, when Paul exhorts Titus to exemplify good works, he implies the 

cultivation of the heart...   

4. He must cultivate within him a healthy heart—he must keep the heart—from which comes a life of good 

works... 

5. If Titus is to show himself a pattern for good works—he must keep the heart, for from it flow the issues of 

life...   

6. Thus—Paul connects three things—the heart, the life, and the tongue—or, put another way—preaching 

and piety go together... 
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7. There is a very important connection between the condition of our hearts and the usefulness of our 

ministry... 

8. This is why preachers have to diligently govern their hearts—this must be a priority before and above all 

else...  

9. Robert Murray McCheyne (1840)—"I know ou will apply yourself hard to learn German; but do not forget 

the culture of the inner man—I mean of the heart. How diligently the cavalry officer keeps his sabre clean 

and sharp; every stain he rubs off with the greatest care. Remember you are God's sword—His 

instrument—I trust a chosen vessel unto Him to bear His name. In great measure, according to the purity 

and perfections of the instrument, will be the success. It is not great talents God blesses so much as great 

likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is an awful weapon in the hand of God..."  

10. 1Tim.4:16—"Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save 

both yourself and those who hear you..." 

11. Now, obviously, Paul is NOT teaching salvation by works, but he is teaching a salvation that of necessity 

works...  

12. And yet, he is saying—there's a close relation between keeping ourselves, our doctrine, and the 

effectiveness of our ministry...  

13. Now, at this point I have to confess—this particular subject is very mysterious, and not that easy to 

explain...  

14. Let me start with an important clarification—the piety that saves is not that of the preacher, but of the 

Savior...    

15. There is no merit or power in any preacher, that can some how make the word of God effectual in the 

hearers... 

16. And yet, having made that clarification—there remains a close connection between a man's preaching and 

piety...   

17. Prov.16:23—"The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, and adds learning to his lips"—the condition of the 

heart, relates to the wisdom and insight of the lips... 

18. In other words—a wise heart is able to speak wisdom to others—a learned heart is able to speak learning 

to others... 

19. Put another way—a healthy heart will be able to speak healthy words, which if received, bring health to a 

soul... 

20. Thus—the next verse, v24—"Pleasant words are like honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the 

bones..." 

21. Accordingly, I suggest the piety of the preacher (the spiritual health of his heart), affects his preaching in 

three ways... 

22. [1] It enables him to preach boldly—it's usually true, when a preacher's heart is cold, his mouth remains 

closed... 

23. But on the other hand—when a man's heart is heated with the things of God, there's a bold urgency that's 

present...  

24. Perhaps I can put it this way—a healthy heart provides a good conscience, which enables a man to speak 

boldly... 

25. Fewer things are more able to muzzle a mouth, than a condemning conscious—How dare you point out the 

sins of others... 

26. But when the heart has no legitimate reason to condemn, it emboldens a man to speak in a plain and direct 

manner...  

27. [2] It enables him to preach lovingly—by this I mean, he will speak with love to Christ but also his 

hearers...     

28. It's relatively easy to speak about the beauty of Christ, in a dry and abstract way, without the heart 

engaged... 

29. But—when the heart is overflowing with the beauty of Christ, then the mouth with speak with love and 

adoration...  

30. Furthermore, the healthy heart is a loving heart, in that, it has a sincere love for poor sinners and needy 

saints... 

31. [3] It enables him to preach dependently—by this I mean—a healthy and pious heart, is a humble and 

dependant heart...     
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32. This enables the preacher to preach consciously aware, of his utter dependence upon the need of God's 

grace... 

33. Such a man knows, without the powerful presence of God's Spirit, all of his preaching and teaching, is in 

vain... 

34. And he come face to face to how the preacher's piety relates to his preaching—a pious man is a dependant 

man... 
 

C. Preaching is serious business  
 

1. For various reasons, all Christians must be constantly reminded, that the holy Scripture is sufficient for all 

things... 

2. The holy Scripture is sufficient to inform us how to live our lives, regulate the church, and yes, preach 

sermons... 

3. In other words—we need to look no further than holy Scripture, to learn both the WHAT and HOW of 

preaching... 

4. This is true in two ways—[a] we have examples of preaching to imitate—the prophets, apostles, and our 

Savior... 

5. For example, there's the example of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Peter, and Paul to 

imitate... 

6. And brethren, as you carefully examine these examples—you will NOT find a single joke or a single cute 

story...   

7. But what you will find is this—men who speak soberly, seriously, and lovingly—they spoke with great 

urgency... 

8. You find the same in the preaching and teaching of our Savior—His teaching was sober, serious, and 

loving (and again you will not find a single joke)...   

9. [b] We have commands for preachers to obey—that is, there are texts that teach both the what and how of 

preaching...  

10. Throughout the pastoral epistles, Paul taught Timothy and Titus, to preach with authority, sincerity, and 

seriousness... 

11. To summarize this—preaching is serious business—the preacher must speak with a sense of urgency and 

sobriety... 

12. Now—this of course does NOT mean, he has to be sombre, dull, unkind, frowning, yelling, angry, or 

scary...  

13. But—according to our text—Paul would have Titus to preach and teach with a sincere and serious 

disposition...  

14. Thus—in closing, I want to suggest three reasons why preaching is serious business, and should be done 

with reverence...  

15. [1] The preacher speaks in God's name—by this I mean—preachers speak as ambassadors in the stead of 

Christ...   

16. The preacher not only tells the people about God, but he must also properly represent that God in his 

preaching... 

17. Tit.2:15—"Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you (1Tim.4:11; 

5:7; 6:17)..." 

18. Brethren—can I put this plainly—the pulpit is no place for a clown—it's no place for jokes and foolish 

stories... 

19. Where in the whole of Scripture, do we find one single prophet or apostle, telling jokes while telling the 

truth...  

20. But here's the problem—people love jokes and foolish stories—many professing Christians have come to 

expect it... 

21. In fact—it's become increasingly forbidden, for the preacher to speak in a sober, serious, or urgent 

manner...  

22. Remember the connection between vv7-8 and v6—"exhort the young men to be sober-minded, in all 

things showing yourself to be a pattern for good works...in your teaching show reverence (or 

seriousness)..." 



 7 

23. Sober mindedness (especially in the pulpit), is considered by many as taboo—a sign of old and irrelevant 

religion... 

24. If you're going to attract young people, this new generation, you have to entice them with cute and relevant 

stories... 

25. People no longer want to come to church, and be weighed down with heavy theology and weighty 

realities... 

26. Now—this of course doesn't mean the preacher can never smile, or have lighter moments, but it does mean, 

he speaks with divine authority... 

27. The preacher is NOT merely a buddy, a homeboy, simply sharing something, or making some friendly 

suggestions... 

28. NO—the preacher has been commissioned by Christ Himself to speak on His behalf, and to command the 

people in His name...  

29. [2] The preacher speaks of eternal things—God, salvation, heaven, and hell, these are the things preachers 

must speak about... 

30. 2Tim.4:1-2—"I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and 

the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word..." 

31. Here Paul desired Timothy to preach, mindful of the fact, that history is moving toward a single day of 

judgment... 

32. All men, including himself, will stand before God on that day, and many of his hearers, will not be 

prepared... 

33. It was once said that Robert Murray M'Cheyne preached with the word ETERNITY stamped across his 

brow... 

34. And what was said of him, can also be said of every man ever used of God, throughout the history of the 

church... 

35. Calvin, Edwards, and Whitfield—these men all preached with a sense of eternity, which made them 

serious...  

36. [3] The preacher speaks as a needy vessel—the preacher is serious because he knows how needy he is of 

grace (he's but one beggar telling other beggars about the Bread of Life)... 


