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Sweet and Sober Truths for Bitter Providences, Part 2 
 
The importance of the Book of Daniel for modern believers is seen when we consider the words 
of Peter describing the body of Christ in this age: 
 

1 Peter 1:1, “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia…” 

 
The language chosen by Peter to describe the church is significant; it is the language used in the 
Old Testament to describe the people of God in exile! In other words from Peter’s perspective, 
the people of God continue to live in the exile! That truly is our status: exiles in a foreign land! 
 
Think about this for a moment.  Today there is an assumption held by many Christians in the 



    

United States that this world is a friend of grace.  Of course they wouldn’t put it that way, but 
that essentially is what they believe.  We ought to enjoy and expect from God wealth, health, 
security, and the like.  Far more of us are part of this group than you think.  Just look at how we 
respond to God when things don’t go our way! 
 

• The US is a Christian nation and therefore our friend and ally!   
• God is well-pleased with us as a people and so on our side, rooting for us.   
• The sun will come out tomorrow and every little thing is gonna be alright! 

 
This is the outlook of the majority of Evangelical Christians in the United States which ironically 
is the same outlook that the Jews held when Israel was a nation!   Yet let me remind you that 
Old Testament Israel (the only Christian nation that has ever existed on this earth) was toppled 
in 586 BC! From this point on, God’s people received the label of “strangers and aliens” the very 
label which Peter applied to the people of God in his day! 
 
How it behooves us that we change our identity from being a “victorious people” to being a 
“warrior people living in exile!”  Understanding of God’s word from being a manual of success 
and self-help to being God’s instructions and commands to a dispossessed people living as 
aliens and strangers!  It was in this context that Peter wrote his epistles.  Yet this wasn’t the 
first revelation of God intended exclusively for exiled people.  That distinction rests with Daniel! 
 
The book of Daniel was written to guide, direct, and encourage the people of God as they 
entered into exile!  The first chapter serves as the foundation for the rest of the prophecy and 
answers the question: What ought God’s people to do in exile? The answer? They were to 
devote themselves to the love, honor, worship, and service of the Lord (cf. Daniel 1:8, 17-21)! 
 
To encourage this, Daniel gave a variety of sweet and sober truths to feed God’s people during 
times of bitter providence- which would be many in exile!  One of these is that God is Holy and 
therefore He has a plan that is beyond our ability to understand. 
 
Beyond Our Ability to Understand 
 
Daniel 3:1, “Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, the height of which was sixty 
cubits and its width six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura [whose location today is 
unknown] in the province of Babylon.” 
 
Is there little wonder as to where Nebuchadnezzar got the idea to make a large statue of gold 
(pure or plated, the text is not clear) and set it up for the worship of his nation?  It obviously 
came from his dream.   
 

Daniel 2:31-33, “You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that 
statue, which was large and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its 
appearance was awesome.  The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and 
its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 
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partly of clay.” 
 
It is obvious that Nebuchadnezzar simply took what he saw, improved upon it, and so brought 
to fruition that which he believed the gods were communicating to him.  For example, notice 
that in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream the statue’s head was made of gold; here Nebuchadnezzar 
composed a statue which was entirely made of gold!  In his dream, the “head of gold” 
represented Nebuchadnezzar’s regency and kingdom; that Nebuchadnezzar here made an 
“image of gold” indicates that the King intended the image to represent himself! 
 
The king’s vision in chapter 2 clearly went to his head; he obviously now considered himself to 
be on the level of the divine! Consider his rebuke of Daniel’s three companions he says the 
same thing God does in Deuteronomy 32. 
 

Daniel 3:15, “…what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?” 
 
In other words, he says “Choose a god that can compete with me; I dare you!”  Most 
commentators indicate that Nebuchadnezzar struggled with megalomania (that is, the 
obsession with the exercise of power and the forceful domination of others).  In fact, Merriam-
Webster defines megalomania this way:  “a condition or mental illness that causes people to 
think that they have great or unlimited power or importance.”  That was Nebuchadnezzar!1 
 
In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of chapter 2, the image was said to be “…a great statue… which 
was large and of extraordinary splendor… its appearance was awesome” (Daniel 2:31).  
Accordingly, the image made here was made to impress (especially when seen from the 
perspective of the ancient world): It was 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide!  And when the 
construction of the image was complete, Nebuchadnezzar planned a public worship service (a 
dedication ceremony) to which the rich, powerful, and famous of the Kingdom were invited 
(Daniel 3:2).  The obvious repetition of this chapter in naming both those present and the parts 
of the orchestra serves to magnify the seriousness of the occasion.  During the ceremony, the 
moment the orchestra played the call to worship, the entire assembly was to fall down and 
worship the image (vv. 2-5)- which in v. 7 they did as the text literally reads, “As soon as they 
were hearing they were falling down!”  Now if any refused, they would be burnt alive (vv. 6-7)!2 
That brings us to a clash of kingdoms. 
 
A Clash of Kingdoms 
 

Daniel 3:8, “For this reason at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and brought 
charges against the Jews.” 

 
By this time the term “Chaldean” no longer referred to a people from a certain region 
(Babylon), but a sect of religious leaders which is why they were included in the list of seers and 
wise men in Daniel 2:2.  This religious sect, no doubt fond supporters of the deification of 
Nebuchadnezzar, noted that one religious group in Babylon did NOT bow to the image of the 
king; the Jews! As such, these Chaldeans brought charges against this group. 
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It is important to note that the word for “brought charges” could be translated as, “eating the 
pieces of flesh” presumably torn from another’s body.  It is a brutal word denoting treachery! In 
other words, the Chaldeans didn’t just happen to see the Jews’ rebellion; the Babylonian 
officials were looking for it and perhaps even scheming for it (we see this later as well in Daniel 
6)!  You must see that the text records much more than a conflict in religious systems.  What 
we have here is a clash of Kingdoms! 
 
Recall Daniel’s words to Nebuchadnezzar: 
 

Daniel 2:37, “You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the 
kingdom, the power, the strength, and the glory.” 

 
The Kingdom of Babylon was represented in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.   
 

Daniel 2:44, “And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which 
will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush 
and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.” 

 
Again, Daniel was written for the hundreds of thousands of exiles coming to Babylon all asking 
the same question: “What are we to do? How shall we live?” God/Daniel here answers the 
question by indicating that the conflict between Satan’s kingdom and God’s has continued into 
the exile which minimally meant that God’s people must remain vigilant and sober! In fact 
Daniel describes the objective of Satan when it comes to God’s people: 
 

Daniel 7:25, “And he [the antichrist embodied in hundreds of world leaders throughout 
history] will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest 
One…” 

 
This war has continued into our day! Under normal circumstances Satan is NOT going to 
present you with a lie that directly contradicts God’s word.  RATHER, his tactic is to wear you 
down- day by day, month by month, year by year! The objective remains fixed: Satan is out to 
destroy the people of God (cf. Revelation 12:6, 10)! That clash is what was going on here; in 
fact, it centered on Daniel’s three companions.  First, the Chaldeans reported to the king: 
 

Daniel 3:12, “There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the administration of 
the province of Babylon, namely Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego3 [the fact that they 
were overseers in Nebuchadnezzar’s capital city and home would have made their refusal 
to bow that much more egregious].  These men, O king, have disregarded you; they do not 
serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up.” 

 
Wow, what a problem, and what a bias! The Chaldeans obviously resented the authority that 
these foreign Jews held over them, and so they did what they could to harm them.  And yet, 
while this was a great problem for the Jewish boys, nevertheless it also served an important 
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example for the coming exiles! These three young men did not “serve [Nebuchadnezzar’s] gods 
or worship the golden image which [he] set up” because they served the King of kings and Lord 
of lords (as God’s people must continue to do in their exile)! Now the penalty for serving God at 
this time meant that these young men most likely were going to be executed. 
 

Daniel 3:6, “But whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into the 
midst of a furnace of blazing fire.” 

 
Talk about “out of the frying pan and into the fire!” Yet again you must see: it just wasn’t these 
three boys, it is all God’s people who were going into exile! This world is NOT our home!  Recall 
the exhortation of Christ: 
 

John 15:20a, “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you…” 

 
As such, THE Kingdom which means anything to us is NOT the land in which we live, BUT the 
Kingdom of God which has yet to come in its fullness!  Paul exhorted us: 
 

Philippians 3:20, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
Truly, God’s people must understand that though they have been dispossessed from their 
homeland, the war rages on! Sometimes there is victory; but at all times there will be struggle, 
hardship, and difficulty- which is what we read here about Nebuchadnezzar’s threat. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Threat   
 

Daniel 3:13-15, “Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego; then these men were brought before the king [Babylonian law 
forbade the condemnation of an individual on hearsay alone which is why the three were 
brought before the king].  Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, ‘Is it true, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden 
image that I have set up? Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the 
horn, flute, lyre, trigon [a triangular harp], psaltery [another triangular harp], and bagpipe, 
and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, very well.  But 
if you will not worship, you will immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing 
fire [“blazing fire” is repetitive- think of it: fires by definition blaze.  So why the 
redundancy? It is given for emphasIsaiah  It wasn’t any ‘ol camp fire that they’d be cast 
into.  Rather, they’d be thrown into a blazing fire whose temperature is estimated to have 
reached between 1600 to 1800 degrees Fahrenheit!!4 Nebuchadnezzar continued…]; and 
what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?’” 

 
Nebuchadnezzar’s initial response was disbelief and anger.  Accordingly, the three men were 
summoned to the king, again per Babylonian law, and there Nebuchadnezzar spoke rationally 
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about the situation.  All the three lads had to do was bow, and they would be saved.  If they 
refused, they would be burnt alive; and any appeal to a deity or a god would be folly! 
Nebuchadnezzar was the reigning deity in Babylon! So went his worldly logic. 
 
What makes worldly logic worldly is NOT that it operates according to different principles (logic 
is logic).  RATHER, it operates from a limited perspective.  All that there is (the physical world) is 
all that we behold.  Standing before these young men was a divine being who constituted 
reality.  Bow and you will live; rebel and you will die! 
 
Yet these young men understood that there is much more going on in this world than meets 
the eye (and Daniel obviously wanted to make sure God’s people understood that as well here, 
cf. also Daniel 9-12).  Truly David argued this way: 
 

Psalm 36:9, “In Thy light we see light.” 
 
The only way a person can arrive at truth in this world is if they reason in faith!  The Psalmist 
wrote this: 
 

Psalm 111:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…” 
 
If you begin with moral autonomy you will always end in error! In order to understand truth, 
the fullness of truth, you must know God!  And that no doubt is why Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego- knowing God and serving Him, responded the way they did. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego’s Devotion 
 
Daniel 3:16-17, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego answered and said to the king, ‘O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter [In other words, 
we don’t need time to consider or weigh the options].  If it be so, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O 
king.” 
 
This is the language of war! Nebuchadnezzar believes that he is a god.  For these young men to 
intimate that Yahweh was greater or more powerful would have been an insult! In fact, 
because these boys were reasoning from faith (which means they were not deriving their 
understanding about God from the providences of life, but His word), a negative result couldn’t 
change reality: Our God is the King of kings and Lord of lords (cf. chapter 2)!   And so they 
added this: 
 

Daniel 3:18, “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going 
to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

 
Talk about an incredible act of devotion; what an important example for the people of God 
about to enter into the Valley of the Shadow of death!  God is sovereign and good! Accordingly, 
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He alone is worthy of our worship, love, and devotion regardless of what happens in life!  Paul 
put it this way: 
 

Romans 14:7-8, “For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if we 
live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord.” 

 
What a glorious conviction! In Christ, we have become servants of the Lord most High! If this 
service means ease of days and sweet providence, so be it! But if this results in a bitter life of 
struggle and difficulty, so be it! God hasn’t changed! He remains our glorious, sovereign, Lord! 
At the grave of John Knox it was said that, “He feared the face of no man, because he lived in 
the fear of the Lord.”  This was the disposition and so the conviction of these three men! In fact, 
at the end of this chapter when God brought about a glorious deliverance, this is how 
Nebuchadnezzar described them: 
 

Daniel 3:28b, “…servants who put their trust in Him, violating the king’s command, and 
yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God.” 

 
This is devotion commended by Daniel in the first chapter of this prophecy and so the answer 
to the question, “What are we to do when our world is turned upside down!” The answer: cling 
to a good God whether that leads to life or death! Here, it most obviously was going to lead to 
death. 
 
The Execution 
 

Daniel 3:19, “Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was 
altered toward Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered by giving orders to heat 
the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated.” 

 
What do you get when you defy a megalomaniac? An enraged individual! That is what we have 
here.  Nebuchadnezzar has gone mad, temporarily insane! How dare these youths defy his 
greatness!  In fact the command to “raise the heat of the fire” indicates that the furnace was 
already in operation prior to the ceremony; this was exclusively for intimidation (as the 
command was given to bow, the entire assembly could see the smoke rising from the furnace)!  
In fact you will notice that the command was that the furnace was heated “seven times more 
than it was usually heated.” “Seven times” is an expression of magnitude.5  So was the 
temperature of the furnace literally raised seven times higher than usual? We don’t know.  But 
this we do: it was hot! By restricting the amount of dampness allowed in the coal, the heat of a 
furnace (which was the Babylonian method of iron working, cf. Isaiah 44:12) could be 
dramatically increased.  Here so much so that it took “valiant” warriors to cast the three boys 
into the fire. 
 

Daniel 3:20, “And he commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire.” 
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This they did… at the cost of their own lives! 
 

Daniel 3:22, “For this reason, because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace had 
been made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who carried up Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego.” 

 
And so ended the lives of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego- you would think! They were 
dressed in “festal robes,” their “Sunday best”- no doubt to mock their service of God- and then 
“bound with cords” so as not to escape.6  That it cost Nebuchadnezzar a couple of valiant men 
was well worth the delight of having the last laugh!  But the last laugh he would not enjoy, in 
fact no man does as all of us someday will stand before the judgment seat of Christ! What we 
read next blows away the imagination. 
 
The Deliverance 
 

Daniel 3:24-25, “Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he 
responded and said to his high officials, ‘Was it not three men we cast bound into the 
midst of the fire?’ They answered and said to the king, ‘Certainly, O king.’  He answered 
and said, ‘Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without 
harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!’” 

 
This passage is strangely amazing and amazingly strange on multiple levels!  The three youths 
were cast in full worship attire into the fire and yet not one fiber was burnt (v. 27), except for 
the ropes which bound them. 
 
Do you understand? The worship of God is never bound! So though God’s people are in exile, 
no person, being, or force can stop them from loving, serving, or worshipping the Lord!  And as 
fire exposes the purity of metals, so these flames exposed the purity and so the glory of the 
covenant promise of God that He would always be with His people! This is hinted at in 2 Kings 6 
where Elisha asked God to open the eyes of his servant to the glory the covenant. 
 

2 Kings 6:17, “Then Elisha prayed and said, ‘O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.’ 
And the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” 

 
It is this that is gloriously revealed by the fire of affliction!  What we read here is NOT unique to 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.  RATHER it is what constitutes reality for all God’s people! 
Christ is with us, “even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20)!7  From this you must see that 
this passage reflects THE major theme of God’s covenant love that He is always with His people! 
He was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.  And so He will be with you and me! Let this 
so encourage you! 
 
And yet this raises an important question; would we say that Christ was with the three youths 
had they perished in the flames? The answer is, “Yes!” 
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Psalm 149:4, “For the Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the afflicted ones 
with salvation.” 

 
You must see that whether we live or die, Christ is with us, walking beside us, paving the way!  
What incredible confidence and hope God’s people can have as they enter into the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death! Through the eye of faith we understand and profess with these three men 
that nothing that occurs in this life is a set-back in the Kingdom of God!  Sinclair Ferguson 
wrote: 
 

Notice that these men of faith would not have regarded their deaths in the flames to be a 
failure of faith but rather an indication of God’s will.  By faith the flames may be quenched, 
but in that same faith “others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might 
obtain a better resurrection…. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, 
were slain with the sword” (Hebrews 11:35, 37).  Faith means trusting in God and His 
Word.  Faith does not mean that we either know or understand what His specific purpose 
in our lives may be.  It means a ready willingness to follow Him whatever His purpose.  
(Ferguson, 1988, pp. Vol 21, Page 70) 

 
All of this brings us to the point! What is it that God here is revealing to His people in their 
suffering? How is it that God here is feeding the faith of His people? 
 
The Glory of God Realized and Proclaimed 
 

Daniel 3:28-29, “Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their 
trust in Him, violating the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or 
worship any god except their own God.  Therefore, I make a decree that any people, nation 
or tongue that speaks anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses reduced to a rubbish heap, inasmuch as 
there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 

 
The focus and emphasis of the revelation that God is giving to His people here revolves around 
the fact that there is “no other god who is able to deliver in this way.”  When we speak in this 
manner, what aspect of God’s nature/character is being addressed?- “no other god!” His other-
ness- His holiness! We see that emphasis in the exhortation of Nebuchadnezzar to Shadrach, 
Meschah, and Abed-nego: 
 

Daniel 3:26, “Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he 
responded and said, ‘Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the 
Most High God, and come here!’” 

 
What is meant by “the Most High God”? Nothing less than the transcendency of God, the fact 
that He is other, different, higher or beyond all other gods! With that, look back at v. 17 and 
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego’s apprehension of God’s will. 
 

Daniel 3:17-18, “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of 
blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  But even if He does not…’” 

 
Here we behold the impact/consequence of God’s holiness on the believer.  Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego clearly have no clue as to what God is going to do.  In the words of 
Isaiah (a section written for the people of God in exile: 8  
 

Isaiah 55:8-9, “‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,’ 
declares the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.’” 

 
Because of God’s transcendency, His ways are beyond our ability to understand in this life.  
Why this man prospers and that man dies, we cannot know (even the wisdom of Solomon 
couldn’t figure that one out, Ecclesiastes 7:15)!  But this is the point of Daniel 3: Though God is 
Transcendent such that we may never know the whys and wherefores of this life, nevertheless 
He is a Being worthy of our worship, love, and devotion regardless of what happens to us!  
Tremper Longman wrote: 
 

In its original setting, this answer heightens the literary tension of the story (at least on first 
hearing).  Even the faithful follower of God does not know what will happen to the three 
friends.  Will they live or die? God may rescue them or they may die, martyrs to the cause 
of faith.  But even those original hearers of the story who know the outcome can find great 
significance in this answer.  Yes, the three friends survive, but they also know that some of 
their people have died at the hands of the persecutors.  Was this because God was unable 
to deliver at those times? Was it because these others did not have the requisite faith? No, 
it was that God, in his unfathomable wisdom, did not chose [sic] to save them.  [And so] No 
matter what the result, deliverance or death, they will not give into the evil powers of the 
world.  They will stay faithful to God. (Longman, 1999, p. 101) 

What an important message for the people of God as they entered into exile! And with that, let 
me ask you these questions: 
 

• With what would an exile entering into Babylon in 586 BC be greeted (and with what 
must you therefore bring into the Valley of the Shadow of Death)?   

• Your God is weak?! Impotent?! No god at all?! 
 
That is what would have been expected! Yet nothing could be further from the truth.  God 
placed an important sign upon the city limits of Babylon for all exiles, “Your God is a God of 
gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries!” (Daniel 2:47).  Now we learn that God 
posted another important message, “There is no other god who is able to deliver like Yahweh!” 
(Daniel 3:29!)  Such remain the road signs for all God’s children who travel along the path of 
suffering. 
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End Notes 
1 It has been suggested by some that perhaps Nebuchadnezzar had become a Christian based 
on his response to the Lord in Chapter 2.  I hope you see that that clearly was not the case.  
Sinclair Ferguson put it this way, “When Daniel explained his dream to him, he had prostrated 
himself. He knew he was in the presence of a greater wisdom than his own. Daniel’s God he 
confessed to be “God of Gods, the Lord of kings” (2:47)… In fact he had experienced only a 
superficial and temporary setback to his self-glorification. His sinful heart had been shaken, not 
renewed. The truth was that instead of having a new heart, he had the same old heart, now a 
little more hardened, as his blatant blasphemy on the plain of Dura demonstrated.” (Daniel, 
Vol. 21, pp. 65–66) 
2 A form of execution obviously practiced by the Babylonians (cf. also Jer. 29:22). 
3 “Perhaps it is correct to treat Daniel 2:49… as an implicit answer to the question of Daniel’s 
absence.  It certainly explains why Daniel and the three friends were not automatically 
together, but we cannot, again, be dogmatic.”  (Tremper Longman, Daniel, p. 99). 
4 Cf. Baldwin, J. G., Daniel, Vol. 23, TOTC, Footnote #52, p. 114. 
5 Recall Peter’s expression as to how often a person ought to forgive another, Matthew 18:21.  
Cf. also Prov. 24:16; 26:16. 
6 “It is at this point in the text that Greek versions include a long addition: a prayer, a prose 
description of their deliverance and a hymn, commonly known as the Benedicite, supposedly 
sung by the three men, or by Azariah alone (according to Theodotion), from the furnace.  
Evidence from Qumran has shown conclusively that these additions were not part of the 
original.”  (Baldwin, J. G., Daniel: An Introduction and Commentary, Vol. 23, TOTC, pp. 117–118) 
7 Does this mean that fourth being in the furnace was a Preincarnate Manifestation of Christ? 
No! Scripture isn’t clear who this was.  But it doesn’t matter, does it? Even if the fourth figure 
was an angel, it was God’s angel; God is still the redeemer! 
8 Recall Isaiah 1-39 was for his current generation; 40-55 was for the generation in exile; 56-66 
was for those who would return. 
 
VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
 
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church meets at 
Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone number of the church 
is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. Bethel Presbyterian Church is a 
member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web. The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church can be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  
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