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“What it Means to be Reformed”; Session # 46 –“Irresistible Grace”, Prepared for 
the Adult Sunday School Class  on July 26th, 2015, 

by Pastor Paul Rendall. 
 
 
There seems to be a lot of confusion about this particular term “Irresistible Grace”.  The 
confusion comes because we all know that before we came to Jesus Christ for salvation, we 
resisted the grace that we had been given.   I have shown you in our study through Common 
Grace, that the free offer of the gospel is effectually resisted by the unbeliever every time the 
gospel is presented. They will always be able to find some reason why they think that they 
cannot come to Christ; why they think that they do not need saving grace.  Common grace is 
often seen at work in the Holy Spirit’s striving with  sinners in relation to the truth of the gospel, 
as was mentioned by Stephen in Acts 7: 51: “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears!”  “You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.”  It is only when special 
and particular grace are applied by the Holy Spirit that all resistance to the gospel is overcome 
and receiving Christ and the salvation which He has purchased, becomes desirable and is seen as 
necessary.  Christ and His grace then become irresistible.  
 
John 6: 35-45 – “And Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life.”  “He who comes to Me shall 
never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”  “But I said to you that you have 
seen Me and yet do not believe.”  “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who 
comes to Me I will by no means cast out.”  “For I have come down from heaven, not to do my 
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”  “This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of 
all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.”  “And this is the 
will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have 
everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”  “The Jews then complained about Him, 
because He said, I am the bread which came down from heaven.”  “And they said, ‘Is not this 
Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?”  “How is it them that He says, ‘I 
have come down from heaven?”  “Jesus therefore answered and said to them, ‘Do not murmur 
among yourselves.”  “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I 
will raise him up at the last day.”  “It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 
God.”  “Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.”  
 
       You can see here that Jesus was saying to those who had seen Him do the miracle of the 
feeding of the 5,000, that He was the spiritual bread of life.  If anyone came to Him, looking to 
be spiritually fed the truth; the truth which would bring eternal life, they would find it.  In being 
nourished on His words of sound gospel doctrine, they would find the true satisfaction of what 
they were looking for; the meaning of life.  They would never need to look elsewhere; they would 
never hunger and thirst for someone or something else.  But some of those who had seen Jesus 
still did not believe that He was the Christ.  It was often the case, that even for those who saw 
Jesus do His mighty miracles, it was not enough to save them.  Seeing Jesus simply with their 
natural eyes would never, by itself, bring about a true and saving faith in their hearts.  Those 
persons who actually came to Him with true and saving faith were those whom the Father had 
given to God the Son in the Covenant of Redemption before the world began.  Looking at it from 
the human standpoint, the one who comes to Jesus, He will not cast them out.   
       This ought to be a great encouragement for even the vilest of sinners to come to Christ to 
find the forgiveness of their sins and eternal life.  The very reason that Jesus came down from 
heaven was to do the will of God the Father who sent Him.  And the will of God who sent Him 
was that, of all that the Father had given Him, He should lose nothing, but should raise it up on 
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the last day.  Salvation is a sure and certain work of God.  It will not fail, because it does not 
depend in the least upon a person’s own work, but upon the work of the Father in His purpose, 
the work of the Son in His perfect righteousness and precious blood which was shed, and the 
work of the Holy Spirit in applying this great Redemption of Christ’s.  If you savingly believe in 
Jesus now, you will be raised up to everlasting life on the last day.   
        Some of the Jews complained about Jesus, it says in verse 41, because He said that He was 
the bread that came down from heaven.  They thought that they knew that Jesus was Joseph’s 
son; they thought that they knew His mother and father; that He was an ordinary man like one 
of them.  They didn’t understand how He could say that He had come down from heaven.  They 
did not understand His Incarnation; that Joseph was not His father, but God was actually His 
Father.  They did not understand that Jesus had no sin.   Jesus responded to these complaints by 
saying that they should not murmur; that no one can come to Him unless the Father who sent 
Him draws them, and if He draws them, then they most certainly will come to Him, and He will 
most certainly raise them up at the last day.  In other words, there will be a complete and certain 
and sure work done by the Father in drawing a sinner unto Christ if they are one of God’s elect 
people.  This work of God’s is a saving work which will be performed in the life of each and every 
person who believes in Jesus.  The reason that it will be certain is because the persons who come 
are really and actually drawn to Christ by the Father.  It is this drawing which makes Christ and 
His grace irresistible.    
        
This drawing is spoken of in verse 45 by Christ in this way: “It is written in the prophets, and 
they shall all be taught by God.”  “Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the 
Father comes to Me.”  
 
This drawing of the Father is His teaching every believer by the power of the Spirit that Christ 
His Son is a suitable Savior in every way.  The hearing and learning of the Father is when the 
Father so superintends providence and works by the Spirit that a sinner comes to see themselves 
as miserable in the sinful state and they are taught that Christ alone has fulfilled the law and 
suffered and died so that their sins could all be forgiven, and they be reconciled to God.  The 
sinner is taught that Christ is the Person to be desired and sought for, so that their heart can 
change and a new life of righteousness and holiness can be begun, simply by looking in faith to 
Christ.   
 
 John Gill says: “This drawing of the Father is not to be understood of moral persuasion, or a 
being persuaded and prevailed upon to come to Christ by the consideration of the mighty works 
which God had done to justify that he was the true Messiah, but of the internal and powerful 
influence of the grace of God; for this act of drawing is something distinct from, and superior to, 
both doctrine and miracles. The Capernaites had heard the doctrine of Christ, which was taught 
with authority, and had seen his miracles, which were full proofs of his being the Messiah, and 
yet believed not, but murmured at his person and parentage. This gave occasion to Christ to 
observe to them, that something more than these was necessary to their coming to him, or 
savingly believing in him; even the powerful and efficacious grace of the Father in drawing: and 
if it be considered what men in conversion are drawn off “from” and “to”, from their beloved 
lusts and darling righteousness; to look unto, and rely upon Christ alone for salvation; from that 
which was before so very agreeable, to that which, previous to this work, was so very 
disagreeable; to what else can this be ascribed, but to unfrustrable and insuperable grace? but 
though this act of drawing is an act of power, yet not of force; God in drawing of unwilling 
persons, makes them willing in the day of his power: he enlightens the understanding, bends the 
will, gives an heart of flesh, sweetly allures by the power of his grace, and engages the soul to 
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come to Christ, and give up itself to him; he draws with the bands of love.  Drawing, though it 
supposes power and influence, yet not always coaction and force: music draws the ear, love the 
heart, and pleasure the mind.  The Jews have a saying, that the proselytes, in the days of the 
Messiah, shall be all of them, be “proselytes drawn”: that is, such as shall freely and voluntarily 
become proselytes, as those who are drawn by the Father are. 
  
Psalm 110: 1-3 – “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool”  “The shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion.”  “Rule in the midst of Your 
enemies!”  “Your people shall be volunteers in the day of Your power; in the beauties of holiness, 
from the womb of the morning, You have the dew of Your youth.”   
 
 
 


