
Romans 12:17-18 (NKJV)  
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.  
18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
We are entering a transition in our text this morning. 
Verses 9 and 10 tell us the general attitude we should have toward other people 
and how our general conduct should be. 
Verses 14-16 told us what general principles we should apply to how we are 
treated by other people. 
But in 17 Paul begins his focus on what we should do in actual practice.  We are 
moving beyond theory and attitudes.  Now the rubber is meeting the road.  Now 
we are carrying things out and he has a lot of help to give us in that regard.  He 
does not keep us guessing.  He lays out plainly, in fact painfully plainly, how we 
are to act. 
Two weeks ago we focused on not being wise in our own opinion, or not telling 
ourselves we are great in our little conversations inside our brains. 
We ended by looking at James 3:17-18 
 
17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy.  
18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
We talked two weeks ago about heavenly wisdom and hellish wisdom.  And we 
ended with this wonderful litmus test of heavenly wisdom. 
Notice the second thing that heavenly wisdom IS.  Peaceable.  And do you see the 
direct connection between what righteousness produces and peace? 
We are told that the fruit of righteousness is sown IN peace by those who MAKE 
peace.  In other words that which righteousness produces in us, or that which the 
new life in Christ produces in us, gets sown by the Christian into peaceful relations 
with others as a result of this heavenly wisdom.  And the believer, the person who 
has been made righteous, is referred to as those who make peace. 
We are being told that this is part of the believer’s identity.  It could be used as a 
nickname for anyone who is a follower of Christ.  Are you a Christian?  Yes.  Are 
you one who makes peace?  Yes 
Christ said Matthew 5:9 (NKJV)  
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 



In the beatitudes we are given a list of qualities of true belief.  And peacemaker is 
included in this list.  So it is not difficult to see that making peace is important to 
God. 
We see then that there is an essential quality in heavenly wisdom that aims at 
peace and in large measure accomplishes it.  The attempts to sow peace meet 
with some blessed successes. 
Now you might ask, how does that have anything to do with today’s text.  And the 
answer is “everything”.   
We are told 
Romans 12:17-18 (NKJV)  
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.  
18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
We are told a negative and then a positive.  There are some people who 
emphasize how it is important to be positive all the time.  They must have never 
read the Bible.  There are plenty of prohibitions in the Bible.  There is very much 
that is positive.  But if we are to be honest with those we disciple, we will have 
plenty of negative things to say as well. 
Don’t repay evil for evil. 
Now look at this.  It says evil.  The assumption is that evil people will do evil things 
to us.  Again- it is evil.  It is not good.  It is not misunderstood.  It is not a mistake.  
People will do evil things to us. 
I would guess right now, if you tried, you could think of an evil thing that was 
done to you.  Maybe it was an act of violence.  Maybe you were exploited.  
Maybe you were humiliated intentionally.  Maybe you received cruelty from 
someone you trusted.  Evil has a million ways of expressing itself. 
Now the first thing to note is we are not expected to be stupid.  We are not 
expected to think the best of the evil that was done to us.  We are free to define it 
as evil.  We are free to be logical and sensible.  We don’t need to pretend that evil 
is good or that evil is a mistake.  Evil is evil.  We are free to define it and 
categorize it.  That is sane and healthy. 
But what comes next?  What do you immediately want to do when someone does 
evil to you.  Don’t you want to make them pay for what they did to you?  Don’t 
you want to hurt them for hurting you?  Don’t you want justice?  Well, if this life 
were all that existed, there would be a great deal of sense to all that.  But there is 
more to consider.   
Now, should we think that we should not seek justice because what was done to 
us was insignificant?  Or that justice isn’t significant?  No.  That is not the logic.  



Again, we don’t need to play any games.  All of us have probably been done some 
significant evil in our life times and that evil IS significant because it was done to a 
person created in God’s image.  We don’t need to think any thought that will 
make the evil less offensive or repulsive in God’s eyes. 
So what is the point? 
When we return evil for evil, we are stooping to the level of the person who did 
the evil thing to us.  We are acting as if we are like them, as if we have everything 
in common with them.  We are acting as if we have no God in heaven to who we 
submit.  We are acting like this life is all we have and we must use any force 
available to protect it.  We are acting as if we have the right to execute justice 
because we are without sin.  We are essentially joining them to retaliate against 
them.  We are becoming an evil doer to avenge the evil done to us. 
Now, just so you don’t think this is an isolated verse, let’s look at some other 
instances in scripture that tells us what to do when we are wronged. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NKJV)  
15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is 
good both for yourselves and for all. 
 
1 Peter 3:8-12 (NKJV)  
8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as 
brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;  
9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, 
knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.  
10 For "He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue 
from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit.  
11 Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.  
12 For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their 
prayers; But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil." 
 
Do you get it?  We are not to return evil for evil.  But instead we should bless.  
Why?  Well, for one thing, this is what we are called to.  And keep in mind it was 
Christ who led the example in this.  And think about what would have happened 
to you if He had not?  Suppose Christ would have retaliated against all of those 
who had rebelled against Him?  Do you think you would be here this morning?  Of 
course you wouldn’t.  And when we follow Christ’s example what is in store for 
us?  We will inherit a blessing.  The decision will pay off.  We will always gain 



more than we ever paid.  Peter goes on to say more, but at the end, this is the 
final consideration.  God is watching.  God cares.  God is involved.  If we are 
people who are changed by His grace and we act righteously because of Him, 
Christ will hear our prayers.  And the implication is He will respond.  He will act.  
He will avenge every evil act done by people who refuse to repent of their evil.  It 
is a sure thing.   
And He will also reward every individual that follows Him and refuses to resort to 
the world’s strategies to take care of themselves. 
Next Paul says: 
Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 
The word for “Have regard” means to take thought in advance.   
The word for good things also needs looked at.  There are two words commonly 
used for good.  There is a word used for that thing that is intrinsically good.  It is a 
thing good in and of itself.  That is not the word that is used here. 
The word used here describes exterior or external goodness.  This is a goodness 
that is seen,  a goodness that is visible.  This next text uses the same word.  Except 
it is translated “honorable things”. 
2 Corinthians 8:18-21 (NKJV)  
18 And we have sent with him the brother whose praise is in the gospel 
throughout all the churches,  
19 and not only that, but who was also chosen by the churches to travel with us 
with this gift, which is administered by us to the glory of the Lord Himself and to 
show your ready mind,  
20 avoiding this: that anyone should blame us in this lavish gift which is 
administered by us--  
21 providing honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the 
sight of men. 
Do you see what Paul was saying?  He was saying that it is very important that 
everyone sees that this gift is handled in a very honest and honorable way.  It was 
handled the way it should have been handled. Paul didn’t just care that the truth 
was that the gift was handled properly.  It was important to him that it was 
obvious to all, whether or not they knew the full story, that this gift was handled 
above board and honestly.  That it was good thing that was done.  That there was 
no room for suspicion of evil left in the thing.  And that is the same kind of good 
he wants believers to display in the face of evil. 



So a paraphrase would be “take thought in advance to do the good thing that will 
be obviously good to all men who are looking on.”  It is not enough that good is 
done but that good is seen to be done is the point of this word. 
Now let’s look at this some more. 
First let’s look at this idea of taking thought in advance. 
Who here has ever been in trouble for lipping off to their parents? 
I would think if our memories are long enough all of us could raise our hands. 
And why did that happen?  Didn’t they say something or do something that went 
against what we selfishly wanted.  And we just had to voice our disapproval.   
That is a very good example of what “taking thought in advance” is not.  What I 
described is a reaction.  It is a response that requires no advance thought and 
usually doesn’t get any. 
It is like pressing people’s buttons.  We all have them.  They are our pet peeves. 
And there are some people who are very good at spotting those buttons.  And 
they press them as a source of their own entertainment.  That is the very thing 
that Paul is telling us to avoid.  Returning evil for evil fits perfectly in that 
category.  Just react to the evil giving no thought to the consequences and fists 
will be flying in no time.  Evil will be met with evil. 
But now, taking thought in advance,  that is something completely different.   
What Paul is saying here is not for the timid.  It is a big statement.  He is telling us 
that when we experience evil done to us, we cannot think about ourselves and 
our desires, and our urges alone.  Now we must think outside of ourselves.  Now 
we must think about others.  We must consider that this is not just my interest.   
I have a Savior I represent and  
I am living my life out in front of people, some of whom are looking to me as an 
example in following Christ and  
others are watching as people who don’t know Christ and wonder what Christ 
would do in this situation.  They need an example that is different than what they 
see in every other human to let them know that Christ is different than any other 
way. 
We suddenly must concern ourselves with what opinions others will form 
regarding our Christ.  We must concern ourselves with the opinions of onlookers.  
I often downplay this aspect of the Christian life because I think it was so over-
emphasized in my environment growing up.  But there certainly is a place for it.  
And this is the place.  People will judge the gospel we preach by the gospel we 
live.  We must take care to do the right thing.  We must give it thought in 
advance.  We no longer have the freedom to just react. 



So instead of reacting to evil done to us, instead of doing what the world around 
us would do, we think.  We think, how can I do good to this person?  How can I 
bless them and not curse them? What thing can I do that would best represent 
Christ to anyone who will ever find out about it?  How can I use this situation to 
most glorify Christ? 
If we take this seriously do you know what this will do?  This will cause us to see 
evil as an opportunity.  Isn’t that absolutely remarkable?  When we are treated in 
an evil manner a flag will wave in our mind and it will say “opportunity”.  We are 
now on red alert that we have the chance to represent Christ in a way that we 
normally don’t have.  We now have a chance to do things that will instantly draw 
positive attention to our Savior.  That is radical.  That is different.  That is peculiar.  
But that is exactly what we are called to. 
Matthew tells us that Jesus said this 
Matthew 5:16 (NKJV)  
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven.      
And again 
Matthew 5:46-48 (NKJV)  
46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same?  
47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do 
not even the tax collectors do so?  
48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
This is amazing.   But this is the truth.  When we love our enemies we are 
promised that we will be perfect one day.  Not because we have earned it.  But 
because we have proven that God has done a work in our lives.  Because there is 
no way in this world that we would respond this way unless God has gotten a hold 
of our hearts. 
Now let’s move on to verse 18 
18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
Remember how we started with the verses talking about the virtue of peace 
making?  Here we have it in our text. 
Now, you might think this might mean, if you can stir up the will power, you 
should live peaceable with all men.  But naturally that is not at all what it means.   
As far as I can tell, America desires peace with Iran.  We certainly do not want 
war.  At the same time, the extremist Muslims in Iran want us dead.  So unless all 
non Muslim Americans commit suicide, peace with Iran is really not an option. 



So is it our fault if we don’t have peaceful relations with those who hate us 
because we are not Muslims?  No.  It simply is not possible to have peace with 
those driven by irrational hatred. 
The same is true for us as Christian people.   
So Paul says “If it is possible”.  He recognizes the fact that it may not be possible.  
It could be that we might do everything we can do and we will still be hated.  He 
knows that is true.  Look at his life.  Look at all the kindnesses he showed his 
enemies and yet he did not have peace.  Look at how Christ was dealt with.  He 
did all He could but he did not have peace with His enemies.  So we must 
recognize that peace is not always possible. 
In this passage we are in, there are always two dangers. 
There are some who will not do enough to have peace and there are those who 
will do too much.   
There are always those who cannot put themselves outside of themselves to 
consider what is truly in Christ’s best interest.  So there are ways that they could 
restate truths or not emphasize some truths that might be difficult to understand 
and beyond the ability of the person’s faith at this point, and they make those 
truths fighting words.  These are people with no discernment of priority.  They 
seem unable to recognize and accommodate any weakness in others. 
 
Then there are those who will compromise truth in order to have peace at any 
price.  They say, you say you like Jesus.  I say I like Jesus.  Let’s come together.  It 
doesn’t really matter that you don’t think that Jesus’ sacrifice is really enough to 
save people.  They need something more.  It doesn’t matter that you say that 
living a Godly life isn’t really part of what God has saved believers for.  It doesn’t 
matter that you believe a person can live in a known and determined state of sin 
and you still declare them a believer.  No.  None of that matters.  Let’s just have 
peace. 
 
Obviously that is not the peace that we are to be shooting for.  Peace is not a 
higher priority than truth.  The wisdom that comes from above is first pure and 
then peaceable.  We cannot compromise truth for peace.  But we are to shoot for 
both. 
18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
So we see that peace is not always possible.  Because sometimes it does not 
depend upon us.  Sometimes there are other parties who will not accept peace.  



They don’t want it.  They prefer to hate God, hate Christ and hate Christians.  That 
is not a huge surprise. 
But Paul is making it very clear.  It should not be our fault.  We should be speaking 
the truth in love like Eph 4:15 tells us.  In other words we are careful to speak 
what is true and we are equally careful to say it in a way that is for the other 
person’s best interest.  We don’t unload it so we feel better.  Our focus should be 
on meeting the need of the individual with what we say, even though living that 
way might cost us even more. 
When people are offended at the truth that we tell them, we must always be 
open to looking at what we said and why we said it the way we did.  We must 
make sure that it is the truth that was offensive and that it wasn’t our flesh that 
drove people away.  I know when I preach I need to be really careful.  It is so easy 
to have flesh included in what I say.  It is easy to want to be impressive or 
profound or clever.  And those are all points that could easily be offensive to 
hearers.  We are all open to these kinds of problems.  So we do well to take a 
good hard look at ourselves to make sure we truly do speak the truth in love. 
I think in our day the homosexual issue might be the best example for us.  Is 
homosexual practice evil?  Yes, of course.  It is right up there with greed and 
covetousness and adultery and on and on. 
But there are human beings around us who have unnatural cravings.  And those 
desires are every bit as strong as the more natural evils we might crave.  So while 
we cannot fudge on the truth, we must appeal to those caught in this evil with 
love. It is no harder for Christ to save someone with that sin as it is for Christ to 
save someone with my sin or your sin.  So when we proclaim the truth that 
homosexual practice is wrong, we must do it as people who remember that many 
of the things we have done are wrong as well.  We must hold out the hope to 
sinners that if God could save us, God can save them.  And when He does, their 
love for God will overcome their love for sin, just as it does in any believer.  
I think there is some preaching about homosexuality that gives the practicing 
homosexual no hope, just condemnation.  And that is wrong.  We must hold out 
hope to all people that if they will come to Christ, Christ will save them.  No 
matter what they have done. 
 
Something else we must watch out for is getting our ego connected to any of the 
points we are trying to make.  We must submit continually to the word of God.  It 
is so easy to conclude things in our minds and connect dots in scripture and then 
we think that we have a brilliant insight that is as important as direct quotes from 



scripture.  Then when people respond negatively to our thoughts or theories we 
take it personally.  And we create division where no division is needed, simply 
because we will not submit to the simple presentation of the word. 
 
And the last point for this morning is that we have a peace referee.   
Colossians 3:15 (NKJV)  
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in 
one body; and be thankful. 
When this says let the peace of God rule it really means let the peace referee, let 
it be the umpire.  Let it call the strikes and balls.  Do you get what this means?  
We aren’t calling the game.  God is.  He is the one with the authority to call a sin a 
sin and a faithful response a faithful response.  We need to go with His call on the 
game.  When we are treated evilly, we must allow Him to direct our paths.  As we 
are considering what to do, we must submit to the Lord’s authority in this.  We 
are to shoot for the response likely to bring peace.  We do not have authority to 
decide what we want to do.  We must submit to His call and his direction.  Never 
do anything to disturb the peace of God in your life. 
So watch out this week.  If you are confronted with evil, if evil is done to you by an 
evil person, you have an opportunity.  It is an opportunity to represent Christ in a 
thoughtful way, a way where you determine what good you can do that will bring 
glory and credit to Christ, something you can do that is to the benefit of the evil 
person who has inflicted his evil upon you.  It is amazing that God would have us 
respond this way.  But that is His will for our lives. 
 


