
1 

 

Scripture Reading:    Genesis 11:10-32 

“10 This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old, and begot Arphaxad two years after 

the flood. 11 After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, and begot sons and daughters. 12 

Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and begot Salah. 13 After he begot Salah, Arphaxad lived four hundred 

and three years, and begot sons and daughters. 14 Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber. 15 After he 

begot Eber, Salah lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters. 16 Eber lived 

thirty-four years, and begot Peleg. 17 After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four hundred and thirty years, and 

begot sons and daughters. 18 Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu. 19 After he begot Reu, Peleg lived 

two hundred and nine years, and begot sons and daughters. 20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot 

Serug. 21 After he begot Serug, Reu lived two hundred and seven years, and begot sons and daughters. 

22 Serug lived thirty years, and begot Nahor. 23 After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two hundred years, 

and begot sons and daughters. 24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot Terah. 25 After he begot 

Terah, Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters. 26 Now Terah lived 

seventy years, and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 27 This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot 

Abram, Nahor, and Haran.” 

"The Line of Promise :  

From Shem to Abram" 

Well after eleven chapters and almost fifty sermons, Lord willing next week we begin our study of the life 

of Abraham:   

 The Father of many nations! 

What we have before us in our text can easily be seen as a mere transition to take us from ancient history 

to more recent history, but that would sadly miss much of the importance of what is given here.  The 

brief genealogy given to us at the end of Chapter eleven, provides  some important information about the 

age of the earth and men’s lifespans… 

 As well as the line of promise that takes us from Shem to Abram. 

So we have two major sections of chapter eleven:  The account of the Tower of Babel that deals with 

God’s judgment and this line of decent which focuses on God’s promise of salvation. 

 Which is the more important? 

While both certainly are important, one would think that as Christians we would be drawn to the 

promise of salvation. However, let’s be honest:  In say the past year, how many times do you think you 

have thought of or discussed the Tower of Babel? 

 Compare that with how often you thought of or had a discussion about these generations of Shem? 

I did not do any thorough research on the matter, but I would suspect most Sunday School curriculum 

and even picture Bibles move quickly from the Tower of Babel to the calling of Abram. 

So we will consider some of the details given in the text & then the importance of this genealogy, which 

Jamie Soles focuses on in a song that many of our children are familiar with: 

“Follow the line, the line of promise. 

Through whom our God gave a Savior. 

Through every age, on every page… 

We can remember their names.” 

                         [anyone have the whole line memorized?] 
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To help us see graphically some of what is given here I have included another sheet from the Chronology 

material put together by Jim Jordan  and some of our CREC pastors.  [see end of text] 

The dates in this chronology run from the creation of the world forward so it gives us a better picture of 

the time that elapses here in the early chapters of the Book of Beginnings. And that helps us focus on 

some of the most important information that is given to us in this family genealogy: 

 Combined with the genealogies given back in chapter five we can know the age of the earth! 

Now I know that this is a very bold statement to make in our modern secular age, but I assure you that it 

is not a new concept put forward as an attempt to disprove the Big Bang theory! 

Here is what John Calvin had to say about five hundred years ago: 

“Concerning the progeny of Shem, Moses had said something in the former chapter:  But now he combines with 

the names of the men, the term of their several lives, that we might not be ignorant of the age of the 

world.  For unless this brief description had been preserved, men at this day would not have known how 

much time intervened between the deluge and the day in which God made His covenant with Abraham.” 

What John Calvin does here is point out the obvious:  IF we did not have these details here or in Genesis 

five, we could only speculate when it came to the age of the earth… AND more importantly since God 

chose to give us these details we can safely assume that He did want all future generations to know about 

the age of the earth… 

 And to say it is anything other than what is given here must of necessity do great violence to the 

text of the Scriptures. 

This does not mean that many have not tried since humanist man decided that they needed a very old 

earth to make their theories of origins work without any need for God. Of course the secularists have no 

problem, they simply discard the whole concept of revelation and tell us that the Book of Beginnings, and 

the rest of the Bible, is just a collection of man-made myths attempting to answer the big questions that 

men often ask like…  

 Where did we come from? 

 Why are we here? 

 Where are we going? 

What is sad, and should trouble us,  

is the vast number of those within the Church who try to accommodate these old earth theories! 

We have talked about some of their schemes like the gap theory or the Framework Theology and while 

they all do violence to the texts about creation, it is really here that they must fall to the ground and die 

or lead those who follow them down the path of liberalism that so many have trod in the past three 

centuries. 

Not only did we learn in Genesis chapters one and two that God made all that we see and touch in this 

creation in six ordinary days, but here we learn that is was done about six thousand years ago. 

 John Calvin saw this hundreds of years ago, but I suspect he did not realize just how important it 

would be in the battles that Christians must wage in the 21st Century! 

 And of course if we are going to be faithful and well equipped soldiers for these battles, we must 

not pass over the truths that are given here, as many often do. 
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As I have pointed out over and over again, IF we think that God is NOT being wholly truthful when it 

comes to the history revealed here, then why should we believe Him when He tells us about the history of 

the Resurrection of Jesus which the Apostle Paul says IS the Gospel and our salvation? 

We had an interesting ‘porch’ discussion about foundations a few weeks ago that reminded me why we 

must make sure we are dealing with the real foundations when we think of the classic illustration that 

Jesus gives regarding houses built on sand or rock. If you think about your own home, here in California 

it is probably built on a concrete slab or concrete pillars and we can be tempted to think this is the type of 

solid foundation Jesus was speaking about. 

 BUT that is a poor example of the point that Jesus was making! 

Those materials are still part of the house that is constructed and the lesson Jesus teaches is that WHERE 

we put that house is what is important.   A house built with a great concrete slab that was poured on 

sandy soil is going to wash away in a great storm just as easily as one with a wooden foundation. It is the 

deeper foundation that is important and that is what we have here in the Book of Beginnings. 

Modern evangelicals who want to take or leave these early chapters of Genesis because they see them as 

some sort of diversion from reaching our modern world with the Gospel, would insist that they strongly 

believe in the truth of the New Testament… 

 But that is like saying I have a great piece of concrete under my house so who cares where is was built? 

It is not only an accurate assessment of the age of the earth that is lost if we ignore these truths here in 

Genesis:   We lose the answer to why we or anything else exists… 

We lose the dignity of man as one made in the image of God… 

We lose the answer to the question of evil found in the fall of man… 

 AND we lose the promise of salvation and why it is so necessary. 

These truths are the sure foundation that Jesus was stressing that our lives must be built upon and not 

the shifting sand of man’s rebellious thinking, whether modern or ancient. So the next time someone tries 

to call you an ignorant caveman because you take what Genesis says seriously and believe that God made 

the world in six ordinary days about six thousand years ago… Just tell them you believe God and go on 

to explain how this gives you a firm foundation for all of life and that if they think God’s Book of 

Beginnings is just a bunch of myths to make us feel better… 

 Then they might as well believe that what the Planet of the Ape movies are teaching is TRUTH! 

And if it is a Christian brother or sister who is troubled by you making such a big deal about having such 

foundations, remind them of what Paul teaches the Saints at Colossi: 

Colossians 1:13 “[The Father] has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the 

kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 

sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16 For by Him all things 

were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all 

things, and in Him all things consist.” 

And in chapter two Paul desires that we attain all “the riches of the full assurance of understanding, to 

the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive 

words. 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order 

and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ. 6 As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 

walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, 

abounding in it with thanksgiving.  
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8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, 

according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.” 

The Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians to put on the full armor of God and as we grow in our 

understanding and teach our covenant children, we need to remember… 

 That we don’t want to enter the modern battlefield with guns loaded with blanks! 

Before we leave the details here I would also point out that we can see how the fall of man continues to 

wrack havoc in the lives of men as the average lifespans continue to grow shorter and shorter.   

We saw men before the flood living to be almost a thousand years old even after the fall of Adam! 

If you look at the first four generations after the flood those life spans have been cut about in half, 

spanning some five hundred years on average. 

When you look at the generations of Peleg to Abram the life spans have been cut in half yet again to 

about to about 250 years and I think we could argue that they are halved perhaps twice more by the time 

we reach the coming of Jesus where the average might have been fifty years. 

We can only speculate going forward but it does appear that our lifespans are again being extended with 

the many blessings that Christendom has brought to the world, & who know what they will be at the 

return of Jesus! 

And not only do we find important details about chronology and life spans here in our morning text, but 

we have the details given of the line of promise! 

In the garden God promised that one day the seed of the Woman, the promised Savior Jesus, would 

crush the head of the serpent which was accomplished on the cross! 

In Genesis chapter five we saw that line detailed from Seth down to Noah. 

Now here in chapter eleven we are taken from Noah’s son Shem down to Abram whom God would call to 

begin the priestly nation of Israel! 

We will spend our remaining time in the Book of Beginnings studying the next four generations of this 

Godly line, spanning thirty-nine chapters. 

Of course the line of promise continues throughout the rest of the Old Testament and is given in full by 

Luke in His Gospel account, including the various generations from Zerubbabel down to Joseph which 

are not given in the Old Testament. 

 When we see all of this together we learn that God keeps His Promises which should be a great 

comfort to us all! 

Jesus came through the appointed line, at the appointed time, in the appointed way, at the appointed place… 

 To accomplish His appointed work of saving His people from their sins! 

Next week we will begin to study the life of Abram beginning with his call to go to the Land of Canaan. 

Again, we can often separate in our minds His story from the more ancient ones we have been studying… 

 But we should not forget the times in which Abram was born and who or what he and his children 

would have been exposed to! 

If you add up the elapsed time on the chart we see that Abram was born just 352 years after the flood.   

To put that in perspective, the people of that time looking back at the flood would be like us looking back 

to 1662, the time just after the writing of the Westminster confession of faith or when our nation was 

being formed in places like Plymouth and Jamestown. 
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 And of course with their longer life spans it would have brought past events even closer! 

Noah died only two years before Abram was born. 

Shem, who was on the Ark, lived about fifty years past the time that Isaac was born! 

Shem, Salah and Eber would have been alive at the time of Abram’s call to Canaan and sometime 

thereafter so he could well have met some or all of them! 

 Eber actually outlives Abraham by four years! 

I think we can also see some of the movement in God’s story of salvation in the way the details are given. 

As I have already pointed out we are given specific dates for those born in the line of promise, something 

we do not have with those outside of this line. 

In Genesis chapter five EACH generation, with the exception of Enoch, ended with the blunt statement, 

‘and he died!’  

Now we are only told specifically about the death of Terah:   

 We are moving from death to life! 

And finally we see an interesting detail in both genealogies: 

As the line of promise is given in chapters five and eleven we are given only the specific children involved 

with two important exceptions: 

 At the end of each listing three sons are given.   

We are told at the end of chapter five that Noah bore Shem, Ham and Japheth.  The three sons who 

would populate the earth with the nations of the world. 

Now here at the end of the genealogy of Shem we see the three sons of Terah given:  Abram, Nabor and 

Haran. All would go on to play an important part in the story of salvation… 

Haran was the Father of Lot. 

Nabor the grandfather of Rebekah 

 And of course Abram would be called by God to become Abraham, the father of many nations. 

And that is the exiting story that lies ahead in our study of these beginnings! 

And so our time in the first eleven chapters of Genesis has come to a close and I trust we will remember 

the many great foundational truths that are laid down here and expounded upon in the rest of God’s 

revelation! 

 The truth that God is the Creator of the Heavens and the Earth! 

 The truth that man is made in the image of the Triune God! 

 The truth that Adam, as the federal head of the human race fell into sin putting us all under the 

curse of death. 

 The truth that God promised to send His own Son as the Savior of the world:  Coming as the seed 

of the woman to crush the head of the serpent. 

 The truth that God judged the entire world in the great flood because of the sinfulness of man.  

 The truth that God has promised to never again bring such judgment and He made the rainbow 

the sign of this promise. 

 The truth that the sons of Noah were sent forth to populate the earth as the seventy nations. 
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 The truth that at the Tower of Babel we learn how God will now act to restrain the sinfulness of 

man until the coming of Jesus! 

 And finally the truth of God’s faithfulness to His promise as He traces the line of promise that will 

one day allow the Angels to proclaim on a hill outside of tiny Bethlehem,  

          Peace on Earth,  

                   Good will toward men! 

 

 

 

Communion Meditation: Proverbs 9:1-6 

 

“Wisdom has built her house,  

She has hewn out her seven pillars;  

She has slaughtered her meat,  

She has mixed her wine,  

She has also furnished her table.  

She has sent out her maidens,  

She cries out from the highest places of the city,  

"Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!" As for him who lacks understanding,  

she says to him, 

"Come, eat of my bread And drink of the wine I have mixed.  

Forsake foolishness and live,  

And go in the way of understanding.” 
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