
Mk. 6:30-44  “The Compassionate Shepherd”

For the Children: If you were hired to look after some lambs, what would you expect to be doing?  Making sure they 
had plenty of food and water, that they didn’t wander off, and that no harm came to them from dogs or from some other 
danger.  The Lord Jesus is the Great and Good Shepherd.  He looks after His lambs – us – by making sure we are fed by 
His Word, don’t wander off away from Him, and are kept safe from Satan, sin and death.  Like with the bread and fish 
He miraculously multiplied, what He gives us is more than enough to keep us fully satisfied.  Questions: How does 
Jesus’ giving of bread in the wilderness remind us of the OT?  How do the elders carry on the Lord’s work today?  Do 
we have anything to do with shepherding today, or is it only the elders?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Compassion of the Shepherd
• Provision in a Secluded Place: The Lord led the people to a “secluded place” or “wilderness” (vss. 31, 32, 35), 

allowing the crowd to keep up.  For He planned to feed the people in the wilderness, as God gave manna to 
Israel in the Exodus (Ex. 16, Num. 11).  This formed a pattern also for the promised Messianic provision (Is. 
25:6-9; Ps. 132:15).  This also tied in with the OT promise of the Messianic Shepherd who would lead, feed 
and protect His people (Ezk. 34:23 with Ps. 80 and Num. 27:17)

• Compassion for the Sheep: In line with that, the Lord’s “compassion” – a strong word usually reserved for the 
Lord’s pity – was for the fact that the “sheep” had no Shepherd.  He led them to the wilderness to remedy that

• Mercy in Word and Deed: The Good Shepherd fed His people in the wilderness by teaching His Word first (v. 
34), then by the miracle of physical feeding – a “Word and deed” Shepherding miracle

• Feeding the Sheep: The Lord had led and kept the people there so He could feed them at that late hour.  The 
Lord focuses the apostles’ attention on the great need and their own inability to provide: only God can provide 
for the crowd!  He does so with super-abundance – everyone filled and much left over.  What a contrast to 
Herod’s corrupt banquet for the rich and famous!

• A Messianic Miracle: The feeding of the 5,000 (plus) could only have been done by the Messiah, who is God 
as well as man.  The fulfillment of the OT themes of manna in the wilderness and the Great Shepherd, 
reinforce this.  This is a foretaste of the Lord’s Supper and the future Wedding Banquet of the Lord

Second Point: The task of the Under-Shepherds
• A Focus on the Apostles: The whole event is geared towards teaching the apostles about their role.  It begins 

with their report back on the success of their mission (v. 30).  They were having trouble finding time to eat 
because of the demand on them (v. 31) – as their Master had experienced (3:20).  The Lord therefore ordered 
them to find rest in the wilderness.  They did enjoy some respite in the boat before the crowds caught up with 
them.   In v. 33, the crowds follow partly because they see the apostles.  In v. 41, the Lord ensures that the 
multiplied food is given out by the apostles

• Delegated Feeding: This emphasis was to teach the apostles that they were called to distribute the Lord’s 
Messianic gifts in dependence upon Him – so Israel would have rest and peace in the wilderness.  See Jn. 
21:15-17.  This is still the task of the “under-shepherds” (1 pet. 5:2) – and to some extent of every believer

• Slow to Understand: At the time, the apostles did not understand.  Note their cynicism in v. 37.  They did not 
gain any insight from the miracle (6:52) and were rebuked for it (8:17-21).  The crowd also failed to 
understand, and tried to force Jesus to become their political king (Jn. 6:15).  With the Spirit’s aid, we can 
understand and apply this passage to the Lord’s Supper and the future Wedding Supper of the Lamb – where 
the Messiah provides abundant spiritual food: Himself, spiritually received

Conclusion:


