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The Vine and the Branches 
John 15:1-3 

BI: You are already completely “pruned” and “clean” forever, but the Father will 
continue His pruning and cleaning work in us so that we will bear much fruit.

Read John 15:1-11 
Introduction:  
     One of the most amazing aspects of our relationship to God is that fact 
that He has so united us with His Son that He repeatedly speaks of us in 
terms of being “in Christ.” In some sense we are not the same people that we 
once were. Before salvation, we were simply individuals living according to 
the impulses and desires of our sinful hearts, without hope, without God in 
this world. But when God saved us by the blood and righteousness of Jesus 
Christ, He did so in a way that formed a permanent, unbreakable, and 
objective union between us and Jesus. 
    The NT repeatedly speaks of this new relationship we have with God in 
Christ. For example, in Col. 2:12 Paul makes reference to the fact that we 
have died and been raised again in Christ. In other words, God has so united 
us with Christ that His death counts as our death and His resurrection counts 
as our resurrection. Because we are united with Christ He bore the 
punishment of all our sin (i.e. death) and was raised to show that He 
conquered death on our behalf. In fact, He now says of Himself, “I am the 
resurrection and the Life, He who believes in me though he were dead, yet 
shall he live. And everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 
Why? Because God has united us to Christ. In other words, the only reason 
we are saved is because God has united us with Christ.  
    Not only that, but consider this. Being united with Christ means NOT 
Only that we are in Him, but that He is In Us. For example, in Gal. 2:20 Paul 
famously said, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live 
but Christ who lives In Me.” And because this marvelous gift is for ALL 
who believe, Paul could tell the Gentiles that the great mystery of the gospel 
is “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).  
    Beloved, every blessing we receive from God comes to us In Christ. In 
fact, all the resources we need to live the Christian life in a manner that 
pleases the Lord have already been provided for us in Christ. Moreover, God 
has give us much to do in the life for His glory that we cannot do on our 



own. But we can do it In Christ. This is what Paul meant when he wrote, 
(Phil. 4:13) “I can do all things through [Christ] who strengthens me.” 
    Now, I have taken the time to explain this to you very briefly this morning 
because Jesus’ teaching about the vine and the branches is all about our 
union with Christ. You see, to this point His disciples knew nothing of that 
Union. In fact, it had only been moments earlier that Jesus explained that the 
H.S. would soon be sent to them. It had only been moments earlier that Jesus 
had said (14:20) “In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you 
in Me, and I in you.” This was all new to them, but in the future it would be 
the very lifeblood and power of their enormously fruitful ministry to the 
world. 
     For simplicity’s sake, I want to structure the presentation of this passage 
according to its several major themes.  

I. The Metaphor of our Union with Christ 
II. The Duty of our Union with Christ: 
III. The Proof of our Union with Christ: 
IV. The Privilege of our Union with Christ: 
V. The Goals of our Union with God: 

Read 15:1-11 

I. The Metaphor of our Union with Christ: 
    As is true in every metaphor, certain key elements serve as a picture to 
illustrate something of importance. And certainly that is the case here.  
1. The TRUE Vine is Jesus: 

A. Vine imagery is probably drawn from the OT where Israel is 
frequently referred to as God’s vine. This was such a common picture 
of Israel that in Jesus’ day the Temple in Jerusalem was adorned with a 
long golden vine that had large clusters of grapes symbolizing that 
they were intended to be God’s fruitful vine. Nevertheless, while 
Israel’s purpose was to bear fruit for its owner (God), O.T. references 
to Israel as God’s vine typically emphasize Israel’s failure to produce 
good fruit, which resulted in divine judgment.  

B. In contrast to Israel’s failure, however, Jesus life and ministry was a 
stupendous success! That’s why He can refer to Himself as the ‘True 
Vine’ who brings forth the kind of fruit that glorifies His Father.  

C. It’s important to remember that Jesus is about to be crucified. The 



disciples don’t know that yet, but he has told them that He is leaving.  
And because He is leaving, there is going to be a major and profound 
change in their relationship. Jesus’ presence with them is about to be 
replaced by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit (Read 
14:16-18).  

D. As wonderful as it was to have the Person of Jesus Christ with them, it 
was going to be even better for them to have His H.S. (read 14:25-26). 
It would be through the ministry of the H.S. that Jesus’ marvelous 
fruitfulness would become their multiplied harvest of fruitfulness.  

E. But its not as though their relationship with Christ would end. They 
would continue to have a relationship with Jesus. After all, He is the 
Vine. He is the One through Whom the “vital sap” of the H.S. would 
come and give them life and power. From this point on they would 
relate to Christ through the indwelling Spirit, but (and this is the point 
of the text) that relationship between Jesus and His disciples must be 
nurtured and carefully attended for it to be the vital, fruit-bearing 
relationship God intends it to be.  So the Vine is Jesus. Another major 
part of this metaphor is the branches. 

2. The Branches are disciples of Jesus Christ. 
A. Jesus makes this clear in verse 5 where He says, “I am the vine, and 

you are the branches.” Here is where it becomes evident that Jesus is 
speaking about the spiritually organic union that exists between 
Himself and His people? He is the Vine. He is that which gives life to 
the branches. We are the branches. If we have any God-glorifying, 
fruit-bearing life in us it is only because we have received it from the 
Vine. And that life – that vital sap (as Calvin calls it) is the H.S. 

B. So the Vine is Jesus and the Branches are his disciples. 
3. The Vinedresser if God the Father. 

A. The Father is clearly the one in charge of the vineyard. He is the 
sovereign landowner. And just like anyone who has ever made the 
investment necessary to grow vines, God’s purpose of having a 
vineyard is to produce as much fruit as possible. So, the divine 
vinedresser is committed to doing whatever is necessary to ensure that 
fruit is born.  

B. There are two things stated that the Vinedresser does to ensure 
maximum fruit production (read 2). He removes and He prunes.  



Illustration: I remember a couple years ago when I was growing a small crop 
of strawberries in my back yard I experienced pruning for the first time up 
close. Having never really gardened before I was happy that my little plants 
appeared to be thriving and I was sure they would soon produce beautiful, 
sweet, giant strawberries for my family to enjoy. The little white flowers that 
were popping up all over these little plants particularly encouraged me. One 
day Chris’s mother (who had spent many years farming) stopped by to visit 
and I took her outside to show her my strawberries and asked her what she 
thought. She immediately reached down and started plucking off all of those 
little flowers. At first I was taken aback that she was destroying my crop, but 
then she patiently explained that while those little flowers would indeed 
produce strawberries, the crop will be far more fruitful of you prune the 
flowers early in the season.  

A. In ancient Middle Eastern vineyards a vinedresser would carefully 
work his way through his vines to identify any dry and withered 
branches and cut them off. Then later, when the vines began sprouting 
new leaves he will remove the smaller shoots so that the main fruit-
bearing branches receive adequate nourishment.   1

B. This is a picture of what God the Father does in His vineyard. When 
He discovers a fruitless branch, He cuts it off (more on that next 
week). And those branches that He finds bearing fruit, He prunes. He 
removes and He prunes. 

4. Now up to this point Jesus has simply been introducing the primary 
subjects of His analogy. We have a Vine, we have Branches and, we have a 
Vinedesser. In verse 3, however, He begins to make it personal. (Read 3). 
5. What does Jesus mean when He says, “You are already clean.”? 

A. In v. 2 He said, “Every branch that bears fruit He prunes so that it will 
bear more fruit.” So God prunes us to make us fruitful. But then He 
says, “You are already clean.” When I hear the word “clean” I think of 
washing or bathing. But he’s not talking about bathing here. A 
vinedresser doesn’t “bathe” branches. That would be a confusion of 
metaphors. So as you study this you have to ask, what does He means 
when He says, “You are already clean.” 

B.  Now if you are attempting to interpret the words according to their 
context you might wonder, could “pruning” and “cleaning” be 
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synonyms? Then you might look at the original GK and discover that 
the word for “prunes” (2) and the word for “clean” (3) are actually the 
same word used in different forms. “Prunes” is a verb, and “clean” is 
the adjective. “Prunes” is kathaire  and “clean” is katharoi. I realize 
you can’t see this in the English translation, but Jesus is making a play 
on words.  

C. Jesus says two things, “The Father prunes” and “You are already 
clean. You are already pruned. You are already suitable, fitted [for 
bearing fruit].”  This is something that God has already done. But 2

remember, Jesus says (2) that this is also something that the Father is 
doing. So how do we make sense of Jesus saying “You are already 
clean,” and “God is actively cleaning (pruning) you? 

D. As we try to get our heads around this it will pay us to look back for a 
moment at chapter 13 (Turn there with me). This is where Jesus 
washes the disciple’s feet. (Read 8-10). 

E. When Jesus says to Peter, you are “completely clean” that’s the same 
word as in 15:3. And you may remember that when we looked at the 
foot washing passage several weeks ago I concluded that when Jesus 
said, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me,” He was 
speaking about Union. Jesus is using very strong language with Peter. 
He is saying, “There is no union between us if you are unwilling to let 
me wash your feet”  

F. So Jesus is saying “You are already clean” and “You need to be 
cleaned.” In chapter 13 its, Peter, you have no union with me if you 
resist being washed. In chapter 15 its, Branches, you have no union we 
me if you resist being pruned. Peter, you are already clean and need to 
be cleaned. Branch, you are already pruned and need to be pruned. 

G. Another way to say it is, True disciples are already cleaned by the 
Father and need to be cleaned just as True branches are already pruned 
by the Father and need to be pruned. 

H. Can there be any doubt about Jesus’ meaning? Is he not speaking of 
twin doctrines of Justification and Sanctification. Think about it. The 
Father unites us to Christ once for all (“you are already clean”). That’s 
Justification. That’s salvation. That’s redemption. It is the monergistic 
work of God by which He graciously saves to the uttermost every 
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sinner who believes. But then, once Justification has come, 
Sanctification begins. In justification God washes us clean once for all. 
In sanctification He washes us clean again and again, day after day 
cleansing away anything that is not consistent with the character of 
Christ. In justification the Father grafts us into the True Vine once for 
all time. In sanctification the Father repeatedly prunes our lives of 
anything that inhibits us from bearing much fruit for His glory and out 
joy.  

6. Washing and pruning. This is the work of the Father in your life if you 
belong to Christ. How does He accomplish this work? First and foremost He 
sanctifies us by His Word. Notice what Jesus said, “You are already clean 
because of my word which I have spoken to you.”  Jesus’ word consists of 
everything He taught His disciples. Everything He taught them about 
Himself and everything He taught them about the Father and the Spirit, and 
everything He taught them about themselves.  
7. The word of God is the basis of our sanctification. That’s why we read it, 
meditate on it, memorize it, listen to it taught and preached. It’s why we sing 
it, pray it, share it. We bring ourselves under it and plead with the 
Vinedresser to use it to cleanse us, purify us, transform us into the likeness 
of Christ. We invite Him to teach us, encourage us, discipline us, and correct 
us by the word. We invite our brothers and sisters in Christ to wash our feet 
with the word. We give them permission to bring the word of God to bear on 
our attitudes and behavior so that none of us will be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 
8. Why do we open ourselves to such scrutiny? Because, like Jesus, we long 
to please the Father by bearing much fruit. We want to offer him a harvest of 
righteousness. We want the fruit of the Spirit to be born in abundance in our 
lives so we can serve and minister to others effectively.  
9. Next week we will talk about the key word of this text, namely, “Abiding 
in Christ” and what part sanctification plays in our abiding. But before we 
close, let me ask… 
10. What about you. As you look at your relationship with God and the 
people around you can you say that your life is bearing much fruit for the 
glory of God? Are there things that you allow in your life that inhibits your 
ability to bear fruit? If so, you should know that the Father – the Vinedresser 
– is committed to moving in your life in such a way that prunes and cleanses 
you of those things for His glory and your joy. Don’t resist His work. Invite 



it instead. On the final day when you see Jesus face to face, you will be glad 
you did.  
BI: You are already completely “pruned” and “clean” forever, but the Father will 
continue His pruning and cleaning work in us so that we will bear much fruit.


