
OVERCOMING TEMPTATION:   
PART 2–THE WHY OF TEMPTATION (OR THE BIG PICTURE)

EPHESIANS 6:12

INTRODUCTION
In our study on this subject of temptation, it is important that we have a clear
understanding of how our individual struggles with temptation relate to the
broader scheme of things.

Our PERSPECTIVE of temptation can affect how we REACT when
temptation comes.  If we fail to see the big picture of our struggles, we may
feel very much alone and abandoned.  We can come to the place in our lives
where we feel that it really doesn’t matter what we do anyway; nobody will
know, and nobody will care.

Remember two facts:
1. As Believers In Christ, What We Do Always Matters!
2. As Believers In Christ, We Never Struggle Alone!

Our heavenly Father takes very seriously every victory or defeat in our lives as
believers!  

Every battle, every defeat, and every victory is part of a broader struggle that
began long before we came on the scene and, will continue until the Lord
Jesus Christ gains His final victory at the end of His 1000 year reign on this
earth!

I. GOD’S SPECIAL CREATION!  (GENESIS 1:26-31; 3:1-3)
Out of nothing, God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in
them—God completed His creation by creating man! (Genesis 1:26)

Unlike the rest of the creation, man had a special role to fulfill.  
He was to rule over all God had created!  (Genesis 1:28-30)

Man was to be God’s trustee of the earth and representative on the
earth!

In a sense, God had delegated the responsibility of the whole earth to
man!
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A. Man Was Made In The Image Of God!  (Genesis 1:26)
To ensure that man was equipped for the job, God gave man
some special qualities.

Much has been written on what it means to be created in God’s
image.  Some things stand out as particularly important when
we think about the responsibility of ruling the whole earth.

1. The Image Of God Implies Intellect, Emotions, And
Will!
That is, man, unlike any other part of creation, shares
with God an intellect, emotions, and a will!

So that means mankind has the ability to reason and
make decisions–which is a necessary quality for ruling!

This ability also meant that man could love, obey, and
yes, even disobey!

2. The Image of God Implies A Unique Relationship
With God!
Man was and is God’s prize creation!  

Man has the greatest potential of all creation to reflect
the nature and character of the Creator!

The fact that man was God’s favorite is clearly seen in
God’s special provision for man!

a. God Provided A Special Garden!
(Genesis 2:8-9)

b. God Created A Special Partner!
(Genesis 2:18)
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c. God Desired Man’s Loyalty And Obedience!
(Genesis 2:16-17)

d. God Desired To Communicate With Man!  
(Genesis 3:8)

All of these things point toward the unique relationship
man had with God!

This relationship was different from God’s relationship
with any of His other creatures or creations!

Man’s Godlike personality and his special relationship
with his Creator equipped man to fulfill his role as ruler,
trustee, and representative on the earth!

So, God’s original plan was to rule the earth through
man (and his helpmeet) as they exercised their free wills
in obedience to and in dependence upon Him!

This was God’s way of maintaining order on the earth!

   II. FROM CREATION TO CHAOS.
Sin entered the world through Adam and Eve, and the whole of
creation was sent into a tailspin, both morally and physically!

Some may be wondering at this point what any of this has to do with
our temptation.

Why did Satan go to the trouble to tempt Adam and Eve to begin with?
What was the point?  What did he have to gain?

Isaiah 14:13-14; Ezekiel 28:14-17

If Satan could not defeat God, what would be the next best thing?
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To defeat man would be to defeat all of God’s creation on this earth,
for it had been put under man’s authority.

Satan’s attack on mankind was simply his way of striking back at God.
Man sinned and God cursed the ground!

A. Sin, The Agent Of Decay!
Once sin is introduced into anything—a relationship, a
community, or an individual—order and productivity begin to
diminish!

Satan’s goal was to undo what God had done—The
introduction of sin accomplished just that!

Sin was and is Satan’s tool to chip away at God’s order and
perfection!

Evil reverses everything God set out to accomplish!
It takes the “good” out of God’s creation so to speak!

B. Sin, The Moral Avalanche!
Sin caused God’s order to crumble as decay, disease, and death
entered the picture!

Everything bad and evil in this world came from the entering of
sin!

Romans 1:21ff speak of the downward spiral that sin causes!

Every day the news is filled with illustrations of how the world
is seeking to undo all God designed for both society and
family!
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C. God’s Action!
God didn’t have to react, because He had already determined to
act...Even before God created the universe, He knew what man
would do!  And before Adam and Eve ever sinned, God
determined, not to leave things in the chaotic state they were in.

In fact, in Noah’s day, God chose to spare the human race when
He could have just wiped it out!  (Genesis 6:5-8)

His ultimate goal was to restore man and his world to its
original state!

What resulted was a two-part plan by which sin and its
consequences could be dealt with once and for all!
1. God Tackled The Problem Of His Relationship With

Man!
In sending Christ to die for man’s sin, God dealt with
the problem of personal sin.  Through Christ, men and
women have the opportunity to deal with both the
penalty and power of sin in their lives.

The decaying process is replaced by a renewal process. 
(2 Corinthians 4:16; 5:17)

Although our physical bodies continue to decay, our
inner man—that is, our eternal aspect—is getting
stronger and more sensitive to God.

This renewal process makes it possible for us to rise
above our circumstances and live godly lives in the
midst of this ungodly society!

This inner renewal enables us to be able to overcome
even the strongest temptations!
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When we put our trust in Christ for salvation, God won
a decisive victory over Satan, for he permanently
reclaimed us as His own and restored order to our
disordered and chaotic lives.

2. God Will Ultimately Tackle The Problem Of The
Entire Creation That Needs To Be Restored!
(Romans 8:19ff; Revelation 21:1-5)
One day the world will be restored, and evil will be
banished completely from the scene!  Satan and his
cohorts will be confined to the Lake of Fire!  

Order will be restored and Creation will be as it was
originally intended to be!

CONCLUSION
So, we do not struggle with temptation in a vacuum! 
Every temptation we encounter is Satan’s way of striking out against God!
By attempting to introduce disorder and chaos into our lives, Satan continues

his work of trying to undo all that God seeks to accomplish!
Every victory we experience is a testimony to both Satan and the world that

God is at work restoring things to their original state, a state in which
Satan has no place or power!

As a Christian, we are called to be God’s delegate to a lost world!  Our
message is that God is in the world reconciling men to Himself and
that one day He will return to rule and to reign forever! That is the last
thing Satan wants anyone to hear!

So, our Christianity sets us up to be a primary candidate for attack!
Satan knows that if he can get us caught up in some sin— however
small it may be—we are sidelined as far as the kingdom of God is
concerned.  Not only that, we become a feather in his hat so to speak. 
Every victory Satan has over us is a victory over the advancement of
God’s kingdom in our life.

Every temptation is part of a larger struggle!  (Ephesians 6:12)
A struggle between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan!
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