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Like Father, Like Son – Believing is Seeing (John 14:7-14) 

 

Well it's a blessing to have your Scripture reading set to music by your dad. 

He set the verses to music around the time I was born, but those words were 

actually first given almost 2000 years ago in John 13-14, that’s our text for 

today's message if you’ll join me there. Those words have much to do with 

the heavenly Father and Son that all earthly families are to reflect. I've said 

before, my dad is who I want to be like when I grow up. And in a very real 

sense, as we grow, the saying 'like father, like son' is often true, for better or 

worse, as I see my own sons, I often see me. In human families our kids can 

reflect the worst qualities of their father as well as the better. With God the 

Father, all His attributes are great and all of them are reflected in His Son, 

where we see them on display. 'Like Father, like Son' summarizes our text. 

 

Look at John 14:1 where the Son of God equates Himself with the Father, 

and I'm reading again today from the NKJV the special music was based on:  
1
 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God [i.e., God the Father], 

believe also in Me. 
2
 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were 

not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3
 And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 

that where I am, there you may be also. 
4
 And where I go you know, and the 

way you know.” [then in v. 6-9 the Son tells us how we can see the Father:] 

"I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; 

and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” 
8
 Philip said to Him, 

“Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 
9
 Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He 

who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 
10

 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in 

Me? ... [now look at v. 21] He who has My commandments and keeps them, 

it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and 

I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” [that was all in the song today] 

 

Loving obedience to the commandments of Jesus is where He's going in v. 

15-21, and v. 21 promises God the Father loves those who love His Son and 

Jesus who loves them will manifest God to them. Jesus isn't a manifestation 

of God, Jesus is God manifest. We see the Father in the Son. It’s ‘1 God, 3 

persons, blessed Trinity.’ The 3rd person is the Spirit, v. 16-17 (next study). 

This overall context is God's love, how deep the Father's love for us as seen 

in His Son, and our overarching command in Christ's love is to love others.  
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This same John wrote in 1 Jn 4:12 No one has seen God at any time. If we 

love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.  

Jn 13:34 says like this ‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
35

 By this all 

will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.’ It's 

how people know we're with Christ, when we show the love of Christ. And 

in chapter 14:7-14, Christ shows through His life that He's with the Father. 

 

How can we see God the Father? 3 ways in v. 7-14 to see God the Father: 

1. In the Ministry of Christ (v. 7-11) 

2. In our Loving Ministry (v. 12) 

3. In our Answered Prayers (v. 13-14) 

 

First, we see God in the ministry of Christ 

In v. 6 Jesus explains He’s the only way to God the Father, then in v. 7 He 

explains that those who know Jesus will know the Father also and from now 

on, you know Him and have seen Him. What does ‘from now on’ mean? It’s 

signaling a turning point in His earthly ministry, the death, resurrection of 

Jesus and His ascension to heaven and sending the Spirit (context of v. 16). 

In His ministry God was already shown, now He will be more fully known. 

From then on through the Spirit opening their eyes, Christ’s followers will 

know the Father like never before, and see Him as never before in His Son. 

 

They didn’t know or see it yet. In the 'Last Supper' painting, Thomas is just 

to the right of Jesus, close to him with a finger pointing in the air (he's in v. 

5 asking the Lord where he's going and what the way is, if it was a modern 

rendition his finger would be on his GPS asking for the address but Jesus 

responds in v. 6 with 'I am the way...to the Father'). To the right of Thomas 

in the painting is James the greater with both arms open, he doesn't look 

very happy at all. Then to his right is Philip with a longing look in his eyes 

and his arms over his heart as if longing to see God the Father like in v. 8.  
8
 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 

  

That’s a bold request in light of Jn 1 (turn there). Philip should have known 

his OT where Moses once asked if he could see the Father in glory. God 

told Moses 'you cannot see My face, for no man shall see Me and live' (Ex 

33:20). Paul wrote 'no one has seen or can see' God (1 Tim 6:16). John 1:18  

says 'No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the 

bosom of the Father, He has declared Him' [lit. 'exegeted' or  'explained' the 

Father; ESV 'the only God who is at the Father's side has made him known'] 
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Look at v. 1: 'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God ... 
14

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we beheld His glory...' [other versions 'we saw/have seen his glory'].  

 

Moses wanted to see His glory but couldn't. God's Son was with the Father, 

and God the Son became flesh and dwelt among men so they could see the 

glory of God in the word and work of Jesus as He lived among John and the 

disciples. There's one and only God, but in 3 persons. God the Son shows us 

God the Father, who man can't see otherwise (v. 18). No man has seen God 

the Father at any time, no earthly man can. So if Joseph Smith comes along 

1800 years later and claims to see the Father, I don't believe him. And when 

Colton Burpo tells Sean Hannity he went up to heaven as a 3-year-old
1
 and 

saw God the Father, I don't believe itm I believe v. 18. Colton told Hannity 

Jesus is a ‘humanoid’ version of God and he saw the Father, ‘big enough to 

fit the whole world in His hands...' Hannity asked: 'How can you see that? 

You actually saw that?' Colton: 'Honestly, I don't know how to describe it.'
2
  

 

I honestly don't think Christians should believe he saw God the Father any 

more than Joseph Smith's claims. When Colton told Hannity you have your 

physical body in heaven, I’d rather believe Jn 5:28-29 that physical bodies 

don’t join spirits in heaven till the end. I don’t believe other things the little 

boy said: that he sat next to God the Holy Spirit who he says is blue, or that 

Jesus has blue eyes, or that Jesus has a rainbow horse. I don’t believe him 

when he says the devil’s there, or people in heaven have wings and halos 

(kid picture books?), all but kids have swords, in heaven there’s homework
3
 

 

Heaven is for real, but I don’t trust that book or any other than this one. The 

book by Kevin Malarkey, The Boy Who Came Back from Heaven, claiming 

it’s written about a 6-year-old going to heaven, was atop the bestseller lists 

even while young Alex and his mom publically said the book wasn’t true.
4
 

They’d been saying that since 2012 but Tyndale kept selling it until 2015.
5
 

Whether it’s deception, kid’s imagination, adult hallucination, or some near 

death neurological explanation, Scripture is our only reliable information.  

Proverbs 30 says 'Who has ascended to heaven and come down?...Who has 

established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his 

son’s name? Surely you know! Every word of God proves true...Do not add 

to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar.' (v. 4-6 ESV). We 

believe Scripture is sufficient, and Christ is sufficient. He’s the only person 

who’s ever been in heaven and come to earth to tell us all we need to know 

about heaven, the Father’s house, most importantly how to get to the Father. 
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Jn 3:13 says ‘No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from 

heaven, that is, the Son of Man…’ (NKJV). Enoch and Elijah went up, but 

didn’t come back. John in Rev 21-22 saw a vision of heaven’s eternal state, 

but it closes with a warning not to add to God’s final sufficient revelation. 

Paul saw something but not in his body and couldn’t tell it much less sell it. 

Jesus is the only one physically there and back allowed to tell it and He tells 

what we need to know. He’s the only one who’s seen the Father and lived, 

and He lived among us in the flesh so we can see God in Christ and still live  

 

Jn 1:18 says no one has seen God the Father at any time but God the Son at 

the Father’s side has made Him known. He’s the only Son there and back. 

Back to John 14 and back to the question: how can men see God and get to 

the Father’s house eternally? Jesus answers in Jn 14:6 ‘I am the way, the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’ There is 

a place He describes in v. 2, but it’s not for us to temporarily visit and come 

back, it’s the eternal home of all who come to the Father through His Son. 

In v. 8 Philip thinks if he can only see the Father with his physical eyes, that 

will be sufficient to sustain through this troubled world till Jesus takes us to 

heaven in the end. But Philip needed to see Jesus is sufficient, what we need 

 

14:9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not 

known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can 

you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10

 Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak 

on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.  
11

 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe 

Me for the sake of the works themselves [His words and works show God] 

 

Notice the emphasis on belief, on faith. Christians walk by faith, not sight. 

The world says ‘seeing is believing,’ but in a real sense here Jesus is saying 

‘believing is seeing.’ To believe in God’s Son is how we see God the Father 

by the eyes of faith. Like Father, like Son, to know Jesus is to know God. In 

11:40 Jesus told Martha ‘Did I not say to you that if you would believe you 

would see the glory of God?’ Then Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, and 

it says many believed in Jesus. His words and works showed God’s glory.    

In v. 9 Jesus reminds Philip of their long time together, His 3-year ministry 

with the disciples where His words and works repeatedly showed them this. 

Then in v. 10 Jesus says He and the Father are united, He doesn’t just speak 

independently of His Father, when Jesus speaks it’s God speaking, it’s what 

the Father authorized. In v. 11 He says believe this, my works also prove it. 
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Look at John 10 for an example of His words and His works clearly of God: 

In 10:21 they said ‘These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a 

demon open the eyes of the blind?’ [they couldn’t deny His word or works] 

… 
25

 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works 

that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me… 
30

 I and My 

Father are one.” 
31

 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 
32

 

Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My 

Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?” 
33

 The Jews answered 

Him, saying, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, 

and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.” [they got His words, 

what about His works?]…
37

 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not 

believe Me; 
38

 but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, 

that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”  

 

That takes us back to Jn 14, but the clear implication is Jesus is God. If you 

want to see God, see, believe Jesus’ ministry in the gospels. If you want to 

know God the Father and grow closer to Him, Jesus is the way to the Father 

as you come through Him. Let me encourage you to get to know Him more 

in His Word and grow closer to Him. If you’re not already reading through 

the Bible, or in addition to daily readings, spend time daily seeing Jesus in 

the gospels. Reading John 13-17 repeatedly and other parts of John has been  

a rich experience I’ve been blessed by recently and would commend to you. 

 

Believing Jesus is seeing God, seeing Him in the pages of Scripture as you 

believe His words and works, as you internalize them by faith. Trust Christ 

as sufficient. You don’t need to see the Father with your physical eyes, we 

don’t need to see visions of heaven or supposedly hear voices from it, and I 

don’t need supernatural experiences or special revelation beyond Christ and 

His sufficient Word. We need to trust and we need time with Christ in here. 

Jesus gives a 1st application in v. 11, believe in me, then a 2
nd

 in v. 12: Most 

assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do 

also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 

 

2
nd

 way people see God, not just Jesus’ ministry, #2: in our loving ministry 

 

Not everyone will open up the book of John, but our lives and love are to be 

an open book of the words and works of Christ as we minister to each other. 

I call it loving ministry because in v. 15 our obedience flows from love for 

Christ, and also this section began at the end of chapter 13 when Jesus said 

we’re to love others as He loved and that’s how the world knows we’re His.  
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What does Jn 14:12 mean by ‘greater works.’ What does ‘greater’ mean? Is 

Jesus saying His followers will do greater miracles than Jesus did on earth? 

In Jn 11 He raised Lazarus after being in the tomb 4 days. Is Jesus telling us 

we can do the same after 5 days or more, we should go to graves calling the 

dead to come forth? Or when He fed the 5,000, is this a promise Christians 

will be able to miraculously multiply food for greater numbers (like ‘Jesus 

fed His thousands, but we have fed our ten thousands’)? If Jesus calmed the 

Sea of Galilee, will we do greater works like calming bigger seas or oceans? 

 

Look at the text. This is a most assured promise, truly, truly, if one believes 

in Jesus, He will do the works Jesus did, and greater works. He doesn’t say 

‘He who has super faith’ will do these things, it’s whoever believes in Jesus. 

This isn’t guys in big stadiums manipulating masses, this is every believer. 

He doesn’t say ‘greater supernatural works’ we will do, ‘greater miraculous 

works’ (there were more specific Greek words for miracle signs, wonders). 

Jesus solemnly assures every believer will do works Jesus did, the word just 

means things in our vernacular, and greater things, it says ‘because I go to 

the Father.’ Jesus isn’t saying we’ll have greater powers over nature, He’s 

saying greater things are to come for us after Christ’s earthly work is done. 

 

In the context of this upper room discourse, He uses the word ‘greater’ 2x in 

the next chapter that I think help us. 1
st
 we’re clearly not greater than Jesus: 

15:20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than 

his master.’ So in what sense can there be greater works than what Jesus did 

in His life before the upper room? I think v. 13 gives us some more insight: 

Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends 

 

Jesus had done great works in His ministry before then, but a greater work 

was still future, His greater love on the cross laying down His life for them. 

This comes right after v. 12 where Jesus called them to love one another, so 

you could argue one way future works of love could be ‘greater’ is they’d 

be based on the greater love and greater work of Jesus to come on the cross. 

Also in v. 8 there’s mention of great fruit, or much fruit these disciples will 

bear in the future, and those words connect to fruit after His death in 12:24.   

 

5:20: the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself 

does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel 

…. marvel. 
21

 For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even 

so the Son gives life to whom He will. [Jesus says the greater works have to 

do with the Son as Savior, sovereignly bringing someone from death to life] 
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v. 24 defines this life to the dead as salvation: Most assuredly, I say to you, 

he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting 

life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 
25

 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the 

dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.  

 

He’s not talking about the end times resurrection of physical bodies, Jesus is 

talking about the death to life of salvation, as v. 24 makes clear. It’s hearing 

in faith the Word of Christ and believing, it’s when the spiritually dead are 

given life by those to whom He wills, and He says in v. 25 now is the time. 

It’s like in Jn 14 when Jesus says ‘from now on.’ A new hour is coming and 

has come with greater works of salvation, and greater numbers of salvations 

than before, and it’s a greater message now that He died for sin and is risen. 

In v. 34 the greater testimony is about salvation, that’s the greatest miracle. 

 

A writer named Lenski says the gospel works of the church are greater than 

physical miracles that only heal or restore the body, the ‘greater works’ deal 

with the spiritual, saving souls: ‘those who insist that believers today must 

do miracles such as Jesus…do not have in mind all believers but only their 

special “healers” with their shams and imitations … the universality of the 

designation [in 14:12 is] every such believer. To him this promise is made’
6
 

 

In 5:33 Jesus mentions John the Baptist who Jesus earlier said was greater 

than any born of woman because of his greater message: telling people the 

Christ is about to come. But Jesus says there’s now a greater work, a greater 

witness, a greater word: Christ has come and finished His work. v. 36: ‘But 

I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has 

given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me …’ 

 

In the end of John’s gospel Jesus tells His witnesses ‘As the Father has sent 

Me, I also send you’ (20:21). As His gospel and kingdom advances, Jesus 

says everyone in the kingdom is greater than John the Baptist (Mt 11:11). I 

the gospel of the kingdom is a greater word and work: it’s the good news, 

the great news of the great work of salvation that was finished on the cross. 

Look at 4:34 where I think we see it’s greater because of the greater harvest. 
35

 Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? 

Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are 

already white for harvest! 
36

 And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers 

fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice…  

Jesus does the greater work of salvation but with us laboring, harvesting joy 
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You can go back to Jn 14, but I hope that helps you see the greater work we 

have as believers. We get to labor in a greater harvest than Israel, the world. 

In Acts 1, there’s 120 followers of Jesus, but the fields were ripe for harvest 

in Acts 2, when 3,000 souls were added, a greater work than any during the 

earthly ministry of Jesus, and we see that throughout Acts this greater work. 

Our work is greater in extent than Jesus’ earthly ministry in this greater age. 

 

Carson: ‘Their works become greater precisely because of the new order 

that has come about consequent to his going to the Father…many more 

converts will be gathered into the…church than were drawn during Jesus’ 

ministry…the contrast in [14:12] is not finally between Jesus’ works and his 

disciples’ works but between the works of Jesus that he himself performed 

during the days of his flesh, and the works that he performs through his 

disciples after his death … At that point redemption is won, the kingdom of 

God is triumphantly invading the nations with saving and transforming 

power, the…covenant community stretches outward from its Jewish 

confines to embrace the world, and the disciples themselves are empowered 

and equipped to engage in far-reaching ministry [by the Spirit of v. 16-17]’
7
 

 

So be encouraged in your loving ministry, especially living and giving the 

gospel to the world. There is no greater work than gospel ministry; the good 

news is the greatest message. The application Jesus gives us is that whoever 

believes in Him, no exceptions, will be involved in greater works, in gospel 

works. Let’s lift up our eyes from smaller things to the fields all around us 

ripe to harvest, and pray to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers, and us. 

If we believe in Him, v. 12 and Eph 2:10 say He has works for us to walk in 

 

I was encouraged reviewing our church sermonaudio downloads from May: 

Iraq, Korea, Japan, Bosnia, Qatar, Columbia, Argentina, India, 7 in United 

Arab Emirates, 8 in Nigeria, 11 in Iceland, 12 in China, 102 in Germany. In 

Jesus’ earthly ministry He never preached to them, that’s our greater extent. 

 

There’s a 3
rd

 final way the world can see God: In Our Answered Prayers 
13

 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 
14

 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.  

 

His name means who He is, consistent with His nature, will (1 Jn 5:14-15). 

We might substitute would you do this for the sake of Christ, for His glory? 

MSB: ‘in Jesus’ “name” does not mean to tack such an expression on the 

end of a prayer as a mere formula. It means: 1) the believer’s prayer should 
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be for His purposes and kingdom and not selfish reasons; 2) the believer’s 

prayer should be on the basis of His merits and not any personal merit or 

worthiness; and 3) the believer’s prayer should be in pursuit of His glory…’ 

 

Modern versions of Jn 14:13 have ‘If you ask Me anything in my name…’ 

In other words we not only pray in Jesus’ name, we can also pray to Jesus. 

That’s in probably the best manuscripts, but regardless of the original here,  

many passages talk about people calling on the name of the Lord Jesus in 

prayer. Stephen cried out to Jesus Himself to receive his spirit as he died.  

 

Paul in 2 Cor 12:8 says he prayed to the Lord 3x asking Him to take away 

the thorn in his flesh, but lest there’s any doubt whether Paul was praying to 

the Lord Jesus or to His Father, listen to how the Lord responds: “My grace 

is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I 

will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 

may rest upon me.’ (2 Cor 12:8-9). The Lord calls it ‘my power’ and Paul 

calls it the ‘power of Christ.’ Christ is the Lord Paul prayed to. That passage 

also shows us how Christ answers prayers in His name, or for Christ’s sake.  

 

Sometimes He answers not by removing the trial, but by reminding us His 

grace is sufficient, so we can be content with weakness for His sake (v. 10). 

Notice in John 14:13 Jesus says ‘I will do it.’ The implication is our greater 

works in v. 12 aren’t what I do apart from Jesus, He’ll do it, it’s His greater 

works through us, but not independent of prayer (Jn 15 explains that more). 

Besides seeing God in Christ in the Bible or through His ministers on earth, 

one of the most powerful ways we see God at work is in answering prayers. 

I’ve confessed before my conviction in my prayer life. I wonder if I haven’t 

seen greater things more like v. 12 because I need a greater prayer life, and 

it struck me that the greater I see my need, the more I’ll see God at work. 

 

James 4:2 says we have not because we ask not. One of my dad’s favorite 

verses he often preached on was Jer 33:3 ‘Call to me and I will answer you 

and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know you know.’ 

William Carey ‘expect great things from God, attempt great things for God’  

Let me give you some great passages to apply this further in your prayers: 

What do you pray if you see how great your sin is? Pray Ps 25:11 For the 

sake of your name, O LORD, forgive my iniquity, though it is great (NIV)  

 

If you need help or deliverance pray Ps 79:9 Help us, O God our Savior, for 

the glory of your name; deliver us and forgive our sins for your name’s sake 
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If you feel you don’t deserve His mercy because you are unrighteous, pour 

out your heart and your requests like Dan 9:18: We do not make requests of 

you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. Dan 9:18 in 

NAS says ‘we are not presenting our supplications before You on account 

of any merits of our own, but on account of Your great compassion.’  
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2
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kNAx4XBDkM   

3
 Todd Burpo and Lynn Vincent, Heaven is for Real (Nelson, 2010), p. 63, 71-73, 102-3, 
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