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Romans 4:10-12 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 20 

 
Introduction: 
 
     Our last lesson we started even deeper into the doctrines of justification by faith, and the 
doctrine of imputation. Paul has shown us that this glorious doctrine is not just limited to 
the Jews. But upon all of those that will place their faith in the Son of God, the LORD Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Romans 4:10-12 

10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in 
circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they 
be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also 
walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. 

     How then is this reckoned? By faith in Christ, regardless of the circumcision, regardless 
of works. The initial Sovereign declaration of Justification by God is through faith in His Son 
and His finished work, by God’s amazing grace.  
 
     When one understands this glorious doctrine of imputation they will know that 
salvation, justification, righteousness do not come through and by merit or earning it. But 
it’s freely given as a gift of God through faith without works or deeds of the Law.  
 
     This free gift of God’s grace is not limited only to the Jews, but unto all who will believe 
upon the Person and work of Christ. The three aspects of the Doctrine of Imputation are 
important to what and how the believer understands about their faith.  
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     This threefold study of this great doctrine are the following: 
 

1. The imputation of Adam’s sin as our Federal-head in the fall unto all mankind.  
2. The imputation of the sins of God’s elect upon Christ as He was punished for that sin. 
3. The imputation of the Righteousness of Christ upon those that believe by faith.  

 
     In this section of the text Paul is dealing with the imputation of the Righteousness of 
Christ upon those that believe by faith. Without works, in or without circumcision and Paul 
builds his case. We must clearly understand this great truth. This is our blessed hope and 
assurance in Christ and what He has accomplished.  
 
     “Is this blessing then pronounced upon the circumcision, or upon the uncircumcision also? 
for we say, To Abraham his faith was reckoned for righteousness” (American Standard 
Version – Romans 4:9).  
 
     “How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while 
circumcised, but while uncircumcised;”  (NASB – Romans 4:10). Paul attacks the problem 
head on here as McClain writes “Abraham was righteous; he had it by faith, not by works. But 
did circumcision have any place in it? Paul meets the issue: “How then was it reckoned?’” 
(McClain, Romans – The Gospel of God’s Grace; 1973, Page 115). 
 
    Paul uses Old Testament texts to prove this point. Dr. Edgar James asked the question 
concerning this. “But wait a minute. If all of this is true, then what about the rite of 
circumcision. For the Jew, this was one of the most important requirements, and it all began 
with Abraham. Was it not true that Abraham was justified because he was circumcised?” 
(James, Romans – Amazing Grace; 1971, Page 4/6).  
 
     Now let us answer that question using Scripture. As we have already seen, here is the 
major events related to Abraham’s life concerning justification and works. 
 

- Genesis 12:1-4 – Abram is called of God and obeys – Abraham is 75 years old.  
 
“Now Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father’s house, unto the land that I will show thee: 2 and I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and be thou a blessing: 
3 and I will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I curse: and in 
thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 4 So Abram went, as Jehovah had 
spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old 
when he departed out of Haran” (American Standard Version – Genesis 12:1-4). 

 
- Genesis 15:6 – Abram is counted as righteous by faith – Abraham is 75-85 years 

old.  
 
“And he believed the LORD; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness” (Revised 
Standard Version – Genesis 15:6). 
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- Genesis 16:15-16 – Ishmael is born – Abraham is 86 years old.  
 
“And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar 
bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram” 
(English Standard Version – Genesis 16:15-16). 

 
- Genesis 17:1-5 – Abram’s named changed to Abraham – Abraham is 99 years old.  

“When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to him, saying, “I am God Almighty. 
Live in My presence and be blameless. 2 I will establish My covenant between Me and 
you, and I will multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke with 
him: 4 “As for Me, My covenant is with you: you will become the father of many nations. 
5 Your name will no longer be Abram, but your name will be Abraham, for I will make 
you the father of many nations” (Holman Christian Standard Bible – Genesis 17:1-5).  

 
- Genesis 17:23-27 – Abraham and his entire house is circumcised – Abraham is 99 

years old.  
 
“And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that 
were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house; and 
circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him. 
24 And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of 
his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in 
the flesh of his foreskin. 26 In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael 
his son. 27 And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money of 
the stranger, were circumcised with him” (King James Version – Genesis 17:23-27). 

 
      No one in their right mind who honestly believes God’s Word could read these Scripture 
texts and say that justification was a result of circumcision. Because Abraham was already 
declared justified, at least 14 years prior to ever being circumcised. God had made the 
covenant promise to Abraham and Abraham believed God many years before any sign of 
the covenantal promise had been set forth by God.  
 
     Abraham, here’s your sign! “And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father 
of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed 
unto them also” (King James Version – Romans 4:11). MacArthur puts the sign like this: “the 
sign of circumcision, the physical, racial mark of identity for the Jewish people” (MacArthur, 
Romans – Grace, Truth, and Redemption; 2007, Page 25). 
 
     “Therefore Paul argued, the sign of circumcision was a seal of Abraham’s being declared 
righteous because of his faith which he had received while he was still uncircumcised. 
Circumcision, as a “sign” or “seal,” was an outward token of the justification Abraham had 
already received. God’s purpose was that Abraham be the father of all who believe and there 
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by justified. This included both the uncircumcised (Gentiles) and the circumcised (Jews)” 
(Walvoord & Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary – New Testament; 1983, Page 453).  
 
     This sign would make Abraham the father of all the Jewish people. But it was not the sign 
of circumcision that made one justified and declared one righteous before God. It is faith 
that justifies and God imputes, or “credits” or “reckons” or “counts” righteousness to one’s 
account. It is the Righteousness of His Only Son in whom they have placed their faith. That 
being said, God’s sign to Abraham also made him the father of all who would ever believe: 
“Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham” (King 
James Version – Galatians 3:7).  
 
     “And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (King James Version – Genesis 
12:2-3). This work or act of circumcision did not save, it did not justify Abraham, or any 
other of God’s people but it was a mere outward sign of the demonstration of the 
righteousness of God that the LORD had reckoned to his account.  
 
Romans 4:12 

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also 
walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. 

     “This applies to the Jews also, both the true believers under the Old Covenant and Jewish 
Christians under the New Covenant. Jews have the privilege of being children of Abraham in 
two senses. First, all are descended from him physically, an involuntary circumstance marked 
by circumcision. No promise of eternal salvation is attached to this relationship. Second, any 
individual Jew may choose to “walk in the footsteps of the faith” of Abraham” (Cottrell, 
Romans – The College Press NIV Commentary; 2005, Page 166).  

     This makes Abraham the father of both the circumcision and the uncircumcision by faith. 
This is not Abraham’s national Jewish family by the blood of Adam, but this is Abraham’s 
spiritual family by the blood of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

Titus 3:5-7 

5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. 
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     So it is not by works of righteousness, deeds of the Law, not even the works of 
circumcision, but by His grace through faith in Christ. “But when the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6 And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou 
art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ” (King James 
Version – Galatians 4:4-7). 

     This Sovereign declaration my friend, is through faith all made possible by God’s 
amazing grace. We have been brought into the family of Abraham by faith. God’s promises 
are effective unto us because we have believed His Word by faith. We have been imputed 
the Righteousness of Christ by faith, counted righteous and declared justified.  

     “Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 7 Know ye 
therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 8 And the 
scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the 
gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 9 So then they which be of 
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham” (King James Version – Galatians 3:6-9). 

     It is the preaching of the gospel, the good news of the finished work of Christ; who we 
are, what He did for us and what He will do for us by faith that brings us into right 
relationship with a Holy God. Not circumcision, not works, and no, not the Law! 

 

Galatians 3:11-29 

11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live 
by faith. 

12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. 

13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be 
confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 

16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
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17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 
was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of 
none effect. 

18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by 
promise. 

19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should 
come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator. 

20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 

21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 

22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ 
might be given to them that believe. 

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. 

24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith. 

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
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