
GOD’S BLESSING
PART 3-HOW DOES GOD BLESS US?

PART 1c-SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS
EPHESIANS 1:3-7

Introduction  
We are presently in a series on “GOD’S BLESSING!”  First, we looked at:
WHY DOES GOD BLESS US?  We saw from Psalm 67 that God blesses
us first and foremost so that we can bring glory to His name!

The last 2 weeks we’ve been looking at HOW DOES GOD BLESS US?

We said first of all that  WE ARE BLESSED WITH SPIRITUAL
BLESSINGS FROM OUR RELATIONSHIP–THE RELATIONSHIP
OF BEING IN CHRIST!
The NATURE of our Spiritual Blessings are four-fold:   They are of the
Spirit, eternal, vastly superior to material, are found IN CHRIST!

We began to look at  The Specifics Of Our Spiritual Blessings?
Thus far, we’ve  seen:
WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF BEING CHOSEN IN
CHRIST TO BE HOLY AND WITHOUT BLAME BEFORE GOD IN
LOVE!  (Ephesians 1:4)

A. The Word “Holy” Means To Be Set Apart And Consecrated
To God. 

B. The Word “Blameless” Means To Be Free From Sin, Dirt,
And Filth; To Be Above Reproach And Without Blemish; To
Be Without Fault And Defilement.

WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF BEING
PREDESTINATED UNTO THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BY
JESUS CHRIST TO GOD HIMSELF ACCORDING TO THE GOOD
PLEASURE OF GOD’S WILL.  (Ephesians 1:5)

God has adopted us as children.
The adopted son was adopted permanently. 
The adopted son immediately had all the rights of a legitimate son in

the new family.
The adopted son completely lost all rights and obligations of his old

family. 
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This morning I want us to see  three more Spiritual Blessings—
Acceptance, Redemption, and Forgiveness!

Let’s take them one at a time:
WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF ACCEPTANCE IN
CHRIST BECAUSE OF THE GLORY OF GOD’S GRACE! (Vs. 6)
The phrase “made us accepted”  here means that God has literally “graced
us or indued us with special honor.”

So we could say that we are “graced or indued with special honor”  in
Christ because of the glorious and plenteous grace of God.   
I. THE BIBLE SAYS THAT GOD’S GRACE IS NOT EARNED,

BUT RATHER IS FREELY GIVEN!  (Ephesians 2:8-9)
We cannot earn God’s acceptance!  It is freely given to us in Christ.  

Psalms 84:11– For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD
will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them
that walk uprightly.  

II. THE BIBLE SAYS THAT GOD’S GRACE EMPOWERS US
FOR SERVICE!   (1 Corinthians 15:10)
1 Corinthians 3:10–“According to the grace of God which is given
unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and
another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he
buildeth thereupon.”

   
Do you need God’s grace today?  God has grace for whatever your
need is today.  1 Peter 5:10 calls Him the God of ALL grace!

Praise God!   WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF BEING
ACCEPTED IN CHRIST BECAUSE OF THE GLORY OF GOD’S
GRACE!
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Fourthly,
WE HAVE THE SPIRITUAL BLESSING OF REDEMPTION
THROUGH THE BLOOD OF CHRIST!  (Vs. 7a) 
The word translated  “redemption” is one of the great words of the Bible.   It
conveys the idea of deliverance or setting a person free by paying a ransom. 

The picture is that of a prisoner of war or a kidnaped person who is set free
because a price is paid by someone else for their release!
We call that price a ransom.  

The person held captive is  redeemed or set free by the payment of a ransom
price by someone else on their behalf.    That is what Jesus did for us!  

I. MAN HAS BEEN CAPTIVATED OR KIDNAPED BY
SEVERAL FORCES:
A. Man has been captivated by the force of sin. 

All men sin and cannot help but sin.  Man is sold under sin.
Sin has captivated him. 

Romans 3:23–“For all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God.”

Romans 6:23–“For the wages of sin is death;”

The whole of creation is corrupt because of sin. 
Everything wastes away; it deteriorates, decays, ages, and if it
is alive, it eventually dies. 

Corruption and death have captivated man because of sin. 

B. Man has been captivated by the force of Satan. 
All unbelievers are under the power and influence of Satan!
He has blinded their minds to the Gospel!
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2 Corinthians 4:3-4–“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to
them that are lost:  4 In whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them.”   

Satan works in the children of disobedience.  
Ephesians 2:2–“Wherein in time past ye walked according to
the course of this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience:”   

They are captivated by him.  
1 John 5:19–“And we know that we are of God, and the
whole world lieth in wickedness.”   

II. THERE ARE THREE KEY IDEAS THAT ARE INCLUDED IN
THE CONCEPT OF REDEMPTION.
1. Man needed to be liberated, delivered, and set free.

2. Man was and is unable to liberate himself. He has no
energy, no power, no ability to free himself.

3. God has redeemed man by the blood of His Son Jesus
Christ. 
God Himself has paid the ransom for our release—the ransom
of a life for a life. 

God gave His own Son so that we might be set free!

We have been redeemed through the blood of Jesus Christ!
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1 Peter 1:18-19–“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; 19But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot:” 

That is why we say that the Blood Of Christ is atoning.  
Leviticus 17:11–“For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and
I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for
your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for
the soul.”

 
God Himself has paid the purchase price of our redemption
with His only begotten Son Jesus Christ!  

When man accepts the redemption price paid by God for him,
God redeems him once for all!

He purchases him and removes him from further sale!

He is redeemed eternally! 
(cp. Galatians 3:13;  4:4-5)

III. GOD REDEEMS MAN BECAUSE OF THE RICHES OF HIS
GRACE. 
God loves us with an unbelievable love—a love so great that it
spurred Him to do whatever was necessary to save us.

Romans 3:24–““Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” 

ACCEPTANCE, REDEMPTION
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The next thing we see is:
WE HAVE THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF GOD’S GRACE!  (Vs 7)
I freely admit that I don't understand why God loved me or why He forgave
me, but the Bible says He did!

Psalms 103:3–“Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases;  Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness and tender mercies;  Who satisfieth thy mouth with good
things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.”

Thank God we have forgiveness!   Our sins are under the blood!  
Think about the word “forgiveness” with me.

What a wonderful word it is!  What a wonderful concept it is!
What a wonderful thought it is to know that I am forgiven by God!
The word “forgiveness” here means “to send off, to send away, to release,
to let go.” 

The word for “sin” here means “transgression, trespass, a falling by the
way, or deviating from the way.” 

We know that the Bible says: 
That ALL of us have transgressed the law of God.
That ALL of us have deviated from God.
That ALL of us have fallen short of the glory of God.

Therefore, we all stand guilty of having broken the law of God, and the
penalty for breaking God’s law is death. 

However, the blood of Jesus Christ brings forgiveness of sin to men!  How? 
Jesus Christ died for man—in man’s place! 
He took the penalty of our sins and bore our punishment in His own body! 
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He was able to do that because He was both the Perfect and Ideal Man, and
as the Ideal Man, He could stand for and represent all men. When He died,
He died as the Ideal Man, as the Representative for all men. 

Acts 13:38–“Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through
this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins.”

In Acts 26:18 Paul said that Jesus sent him, “To open their eyes, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that
they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me. [i.e. Christ Jesus]” 

The Bible says that any person who really believes that Jesus Christ died for
him is forgiven of his sins.  God takes what Jesus did on the cross and
credits that to the account of those who place their faith in Christ’s finished
work on the cross of Calvary. 

God took our sin and punished it in His perfect, holy, son!

When we place our faith in Christ, God sees us as being in Jesus Christ, as
being in the death of Jesus Christ. God counts the death of Jesus Christ for
the death of the man. Therefore, the guilt and penalty for breaking God’s
laws are completely removed from us! 

Psalm 103:12–“As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed
our transgressions from us.”

Isaiah 43:25–“I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine
own sake, and will not remember thy sins.”

The price for our disobedience has been paid in full by Jesus Christ!  
Our sins and our guilt before God are sent away or washed away by the
blood of Jesus Christ.
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WE HAVE ACCEPTANCE, REDEMPTION, AND FORGIVENESS!

Conclusion
We are done for now, but we’re still not done!  There is still yet more!  
Much more that Paul talks about here about our Spiritual Blessings from
being in Christ!

The question is, are you “in Christ”?

If not, the Bible says that you are dead in your trespasses and sins. 
But we’ve shared with you the Good News—The Gospel!

Jesus Christ paid the price of your sin so that you could get in on these
spiritual blessings!  

And these spiritual blessings only come through faith in Christ’s finished
work on the cross!
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