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[Sun. Jul. 27, 2014] Philippians Series, Phl. 2.12-18 – Craig A. Thurman 
 
This thought began in 1:27-30: live worthy of the gospel even through sufferings.  
Strive together with one mind, like an athletic team in a competition, for the faith 
of the gospel.  This is built upon in chapter 2.  Here the focus is having one mind, 
or being of one accord in our thinking, being likeminded.   And the mind that we 
are to have we are not left to wonder.  We are to have the mind of Christ.  We are 
to esteem others better than ourselves, and have a Christ-like interest in our 
brother’s welfare. (2.3, 4)  How this is best attained is when we apply what the 
Word of God had revealed to us of the very mind of our Lord Jesus Christ in His 
love for us in eternity and revealed to us in time.  (2.5)  The Holy Stoop of our 
Lord, the condescension of our Lord Jesus Christ did not begin when He took to 
Himself the human experience.  This condescension is the mind that the Son of 
God has for His people from eternity.  (Phl.2.5-7a)  His mind is the eternal mind, 
and His mind was always upon the people whom the Father had given into His 
hand.   
 

Joh 6:37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
 
Eph 1:4  According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world (pro> katabolh?j ko<smou), that we should be holy and without 

blame before him in love: 
5  Having predestinated  
 

proori<saj), pro< before + o[ri<zw KJV was determined, determinate, 

was ordained, limiteth; nom, sing, masc, part, aor 1, act;  proori<zw, 

KJV Acts 4.28 determined before; Ro.8.29 did predestinate; Ro.8.30 
did predestinate; 1Co.2.7 ordained (mar. preordained); Eph.1.5 
having predestinated; Eph. 1.11 being predestinated. 
 

o[ri<saj Ac 17:26  And hath made of one blood all nations of 

men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation; 
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us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 
6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved. 
 
2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world began … (pro> xro<nwn ai]wni<wn lit. 

before the times of the ages) 
 
Joh 17:1  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee: 
2  As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given him. 
3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 
… 
8  For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they 
have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didst send me. 
9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine. 
10  And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 
11 ¶  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou 
hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 

 
This mind we are to have.  As I considered the eternal mind of our Lord Jesus 
Christ toward us it caused me to reflect again on the beautiful doctrine of 
election; being chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world.  Our being 
given by the Heavenly Father to Christ in eternity should not be a heady matter 
for us, but a seriously humbling, abasing one.  Contrary to those who always look 
from the outside and in concerning the doctrines of grace, God’s election of grace 
does not instill pride;  it instills a genuine sense of unworthiness and humility in 
the objects of His grace.  Of all of those who would ask the following question, it is 
grace people, ‘Why me?’  And the only answer that suffices in the elect is, 
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‘Because it pleased Him to do so.’  That’s grace! Brethren, the Bible doctrine of 
election glorifies God’s grace, where all other well-meaning doctrines of men fail 
miserably.   Instead of asking why me, they say, if they were honest and true to 
their profession, ‘Because I believed; because I did good works, because I’m a 
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian;’  Because I did … something.  All other doctrines 
add something to God’s grace.  And ANYTHING added to grace destroys grace. It 
dethrones the Sovereign God.  God becomes a puppet that is subject to the 
whimsical wishes of a fallen and depraved man.  Man is exalted.  He is the 
sovereign.  And God can’t save a single soul until somehow it can come to the 
place where they are willing to call upon His name.  You see, by rejecting the truth 
of God’s election of grace, Christ didn’t actually save anyone when He died on the 
cross, He just made salvation a possibility.  But what does the Scripture say?   
 

Mt 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save (sw<sei, 3rd p, sing, fut, ind, act) his people from their sins. 

(Do they only become His people after they believe?) 
 
Ac 18:10  For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I 
have much people in this city. (These have not come to Christ yet in 
Corinth.) 
 
Joh 10:16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd.  (Our Lord Jesus was referring to you and me.) 
 
1Pe.2.24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye 
were healed. 
25  For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 
 
Lu 19:10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.  (The only lost are those of His elect fallen in sin that the Savior came 
to save.) 
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Joh 17:24  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with 
me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: 
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 

 
Clearly, to employ the mind of Christ as our mind is not a natural exercise.  This is 
the single-most important exercise that we shall ever practice.  This is a spiritual 
exercise for those that are alive spiritually to God by Jesus Christ.  When we do 
this we are necessarily going to be changed in so many ways to the glory of God.  
This is where we begin to change our minds from what we used to think naturally, 
so that we begin to have right thinking in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation (generation).  Consider that revealed mind of Christ in 1.5-8.  In His 
condescension He deferred his right to privilege as God come into creation and 
among men; took the role of the Servant, assumed a human body, and became 
subjected to the death of the cross. (2.6-8)  For this (vs.9 wherefore) God has 
highly exalted Jesus Christ so that all men, whether in heaven, in earth, or under 
the earth, should acknowledge Him as Lord to the glory of the Heavenly Father.  
And brethren, like our Lord, we shall be raised with Christ in the last day in great 
glory after this time of humility.  Since it is so for our Lord, it certainly should be 
so for us when He comes again.  We begin today at verse 12. 
 
Read 2.12-19 
12 ¶  Wherefore, my mou beloved,  

 
a]gaphtoi<, nom, pl, masc of a]gaphto<j;  KJV beloved, dearly beloved, well 

beloved, dear;  This is the first of three times this term is used in the letter 
to the Philippians.  The next two are found in 4.1, dearly beloved, beloved.   
 
In the synoptic gospels a]gaphtoi< is used nine times, and  always has 

reference to the Son of God, or as He is presented as the only Son of a king.  
Surprisingly, while this word is not used by John in his gospel, he uses it as 
many times (9) in his three epistles, but always in reference to the sons of 
God. 
 
The use of a]gaphtoi<, agapetoi, singles Him or them out as special objects 

of one’s love.  Here we learn of the great love that Paul had for the 
Philippians.  In the shadow of that day of Christ’s coming with great glory 
foretold, when all creation shall be subjected to the Son of God,  bowing 
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their knees before Him and acknowledging that He is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father, it is as if he yearns upon the Philippians in deep sincerity 
of love, beseeching them to demonstrate the reality of their salvation 
with fear and trembling.  Brethren, our lives are lived under the shadow 
of the coming Bema Seat of Jesus Christ.  It is not enough to wish we had 
done differently.  We must do differently. 

 
as kaqw>j ye have always pa<ntote obeyed u[phkou<sate, not as in e]n my 

presence  
 

parousi<%; again, we recall this term as literally meaning that our 

substance is called along side or near; para +  ousia.  One day our Lord shall 
come in His substance.   (Mt.24.27, 37, 39; 1Co.15.23; 1Thes.2.19; 5.23; 
Ja.5.7, 8; 1Jn.2.28) 

 

only, but now much more in e]n my absence,  

 
a]pousi<%, We have already seen this in 1.27.  The negation of our 

substance, thus not present.  The opposite of parousi<a, parousia. 

 
work out  

 

katerga<zesqe, 2nd pl, pres, imper of katerga<zomai; kata< down, 

according to  + erga<zomai work; produce as by-product;  work through, 

work down;  
 
Salvation is something:  it is a change, and it is a commission.  That which 
you possess, that you have received of the grace of life, works out of us.  
The Holy Spirit instructing us to produce works from the salvation we have 
received;  make a demonstrate from that salvation that we possess.  When 
we saw the Lord give healing it was for something.  The lame … walked; the 
lepers … were cleansed (brought back into society); the dumb … could 
speak; the deaf … could hear.   Can we imagine that the lame man, being 
restored whole again in his legs choosing not to walk?  It defies reason.   
The saved live unto God for Jesus Christ. 
 
LXX usage 
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Ex.35.33 fashion katerga<zesqai the wood … 

Ex.39.1 All the gold that was employed kateirga<sqh for the works … 

Nu.6.3 whatever is made katerga<zetai of the grape … 

 
So we are to fashion our own salvation, employ our own salvation, make 
our own salvation … 

 
your own e[autw?n salvation swthri<an  

 
We could never agree with any doctrine that foists the heresy that man can 
gain God’s saving grace through their own efforts.  (Ro.9.11; Eph.2.9)  
These doctrines violate the very core of the grace of God.  (Ro.Ro.4.16)  Yet 
this synergistic salvation must be the greatest heresy of all time.  Why?  It 
destroys the very meaning of grace.  And yet men have a natural and 
depraved sense to deserve receiving good.  But Scriptures affirm the 
unworthiness of the recipients of the grace of God.   
 

Ge 32:10  I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant … 

 
And it is a bestowal … 
 

1Jn.3.1a Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God … 
 

So then, this working out of our salvation, our fashioning of it is not to gain 
salvation, is a demonstration of the grace we have received from God.  We 
cannot begin to work out that which we do not first possess. 
 
The Theme and Structure of Philippians, Robert Swift, Bibliotheca Sacra 141 
(July 1984) p.234-254, Copyright 1984 by Dallas Theological Seminary, 
‘What does “salvation” mean here?  Positively it means achieving a unity 
based on imitation of the mind of Christ (vv.1-11). Negatively it is further 
defined as doing “all things without murmuring and disputing” (v.13; 
cf.2.3).’ 

 
with meta> fear fo<bou and trembling.  
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At the awesome prospect of all humanity in all of time, whether in heaven, 
in earth, and under the earth (an obvious reference to those at that time 
being kept in that temporary place of torment called hell), even every 
creature (vss.10, 11) being brought to bow before the Sovereign Lord Jesus 
Christ (not necessarily meaning that they should all stand at the same 
time), we should have fear and trembling.  All mankind and angels are held 
accountable to God.  This is mind-staggering to contemplate the mighty 
power of God over all.  Yet we believe it! 

 
tro<mou, gen sing of tro<moj, always translated with the English word 

tremble; tre<mw; afraid 1; trembling 3.  

 
The natural act of trembling is a physical and involuntary reaction of the 
body when subjected to sudden moments of great fear.  My wife and I 
were involved in an auto accident approximately 15 years ago.  We were on 
our way back to Anchorage after a hard day’s work on the house we built 
here, and I was driving.  When I went to pass a vehicle there was a patch of 
black ice.  The pickup suddenly spun out of control and headed across to 
the other side of the road striking a guard rail just about dead center of the 
pickup.  That collision sent us into the air and rolling down an embankment 
where we landed for a moment upside down.  Then, as if out of the blue, it 
righted back on all four wheels.  Suffice it to say, we were trembling from 
the experience.  It was a physical response to an experience that 
overwhelmed the capacity of the mind to process.  The result was 
involuntary trembling.  I’d say that Belshazzar experienced a similar fear 
when he saw a hand writing some words on the wall.   
 

Dan.5.6 Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees 
smote one against another. (vss. 5, 6, 25, 26) 

 
But those are natural experiences.  But this fear is a proper fear, a serious 
spiritual apprehension of the awesome power and right of God over us as 
even as His redeemed.  Having this fear with trembling should keep us in 
the right frame of mind and keep us from sin. 
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We should fear God so much so that we would alter all behavior that is 
contrary and inconsistent with the faith of the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
 

The theme and Scturcture of Philippians, Robert Swift, Bibliotheca 
Sacra 141 (July 1984) p.234-254, Copyright 1984 by Dallas Theological 
Seminary, ‘A true gospel witness demands a true gospel lifestyle.’ 

 
In light of His awesome power, and in light of coming judgment we should 
desire to bear in our lives the image of Christ unto the day of Christ.  The 
thoughts of our hearts (He.4.12), every idle word (Mt.12.36), the hidden 
things that no one no one else knows about but God, a proper fear of God 
would correct. 
  

2Co.5.9  Wherefore we labour,  
 

Filotimou<meqa, 1st p pl, pres, ind of filotime<omai; filoj 

brotherly + timh< honor;  only used three times, Ro.15.20 Yea, 

so have I strived to preach the gospel; 1Thes.4.11 And that ye 
study to be quiet; The honorable pursuits of the saints! 

 
that, whether present or absent (meaning present in the body or 
absent from the body), we may be accepted of him.   
 

Living in such a way that whether we live or die we may be 
accepted of him.   
 

10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat (bh<matoj) of 

Christ; that every one may receive  
 

komi<shtai, 3p sing, aor 1, subj, mid of komi<zw; KJV brought 1, 

receive 10; All of the places where this word is used seems to 
emphasize that we brought into the service of Christ our own 
substance (like the scribes, Mt.13.52) as presentable for 
service … whether being good or bad. (Mt.25.27; Lk.7.37; 
2Co.5.10; Eph.6.8; Col.3.25; He.10.36; 11.19, 39; 1Pe.1.9; 5.4; 
2Pe.2.13)  These presentations reveal who we really are in our 
service.  There is no fascade here. (He.4.13 naked and open)  
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the things done in dia> his body, according to pro>j that he hath 

done, whether it be good or bad.   
 

How does that relate to forgiveness?  Forgiveness is true!  We 
are forgiven the punishment for sins … condemnation.  Being 
chastened is quite another matter.  Now, we speak of 
consequences for our actions!  We greatly err to think that we 
can live any way that we will without repercussions from the 
Lord.  We are chastened now, and then we stand at the Bema 
Seat.  This should move the people of God to walk in fear and 
trembling before him.  (Consider 1Ki.21.17-24, 27-29  and went 
softly) 

 
11  Knowing therefore the terror fo<bon of the Lord, we persuade 

men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust [e]lpi<zw, hope] 

also are made manifest in your consciences. 
 

Robertson Word Pictures, vol. 4, p 446, ‘Paul has no sympathy with a cold 
and dead orthodoxy or formalism that knows nothing of struggle and 
growth.’  
 
It is my fear that we have been polluted with the thinking of false religions.  
I fear that our view of God is not according to the God of the Bible;  that we 
view Him as being lax and partial.  Have we believed the common error 
concerning forgiveness of sins that the religionists flaunt?   Do we believe 
that forgiveness clears the slate of all of our deeds, good and bad, since 
Christ?  While there is something to be said about sins committed while we 
were dead in sins, ignorant of the life of God that is in Christ Jesus, being 
blind and darkness (1Ti.1.13), what about the life lived willingly in rebellion 
against God since Christ?  Aren’t we warned as believers against sin?  
(He.10.24-31)  We are going to give an account before Him for the way that  
we lived, and for the good and the bad that we committed in our bodies.  
(Mt.25.13-30; Lk.12.40-48)  There is the prospect of real beatings and real 
pain, bitter tears, and gnashing of teeth for suffering terrible loss in the day 
of Christ before we reach the post-millennial (in other words, after the 
millennium is completed), eternal shores of the new heaven and new earth.  
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(1Co.3.11-17)   We are forgiven of punishment for our sins at the cross of 
Christ.  However, there is chastening for sins during our lives, and there is 
judgment for committing good and bad deeds in our bodies since we have 
come to Christ.  I must admit this. 

 
Ec 12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, 
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 
 
Ps 2:11  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
 
Ps 5:7  But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy 
mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple. 
 
Ps 86:11  Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my 
heart to fear thy name. 
 
Ps.119.120  My flesh trembleth for fear of thee; and I am afraid of 
thy judgments. 
 
Pr 3:7  Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from 
evil. 
 
Mt 10:28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell. 
 

The object of our fear should be our God.  The outlook of our fear should 
be His judgment. 

 
Re 22:12  And, behold, I come quickly (swiftly, suddenly); and my 
reward  
 

misqo<j,KJV reward, hire, wage; What you are to receive as 

reward, hire, wage I bring with me in my coming.  
 
is with me, to give every man according as his work (e@rgon, both the 

good and the evil) shall be. 
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13  For it is God which worketh  
 

First of all, we have to be able to judge for ourselves whether the Lord has 
done a work of grace in our hearts.  If we have not yet ascertained this to 
be true, or if we do not know, we cannot possibly begin to move forward 
proving the work of God in us. As Abraham, we must be Ro 4:21  … fully 
persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 

 
worketh, e]nergw?n, nom, sing, masc, part, pres of e]nerge<w; KJV do show 

forth; does work, which works, which is effectual (mar. that worketh). 
 
We are saved by grace.  And all of our service in Jesus Christ is all of grace.  
Every gift, and all of our ability is received from Him, natural and spiritual.  
(Jn.3.27; 1Co. 4.7; Ja.1.17)  There is no legitimate place for boasting in any 
man, especially the saints of God. 
 

1Co 4:7  For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast 
thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why 
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?   
 

in e]n you both to will qe<lein and to do e]nergei?n u]pe>r, (for the sake) of his good 

pleasure eu]doki<aj. 

 
In view of this we should examine ourselves.   2Co 13:5  Examine 
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not 
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 
We should know that we are Christ’s.  And being assured of this we prove 
Him in us through our pressing forward into the fellowship of the gospel 
more and more, spending our lives for the glory of Christ.  
 
The very will to demonstrate Christ in us, and the power to accomplish that 
through our actions comes from God.  Fear of God direct us from sin and to 
faithfulness.  If we are His we have a will to do.  We are to follow that will 
to its end by being faithful to show Christ in our members.  Reserve this 
instrument of our bodies for the service of God.  We are to understand that 
all of this will and doing come from God who works in us.  That ought to 
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encourage us.  We need to remember that we can do nothing without Him 
(Jn.15.5), and that we can do all things through Him. (Phl.4.13) 

 
14 ¶  Do (the imperative, commandment … Do ye …) 
 

poiei?te, 2nd p, pl, pres, ind and imper, act of poie<w; Do ye … 

 
all things pa<nta  without  

 
xwri>j, in the sense of apart from; leave these things off. 

 
Never lose sight of this:  Do all things; nothing in our lives is exempted from 
falling outside of that scope of the fellowship in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
(Phl.1.5 This is the theme of the book of Philippians.) He is our life! (Col.4.3) 

 
murmurings  
 

goggusmw?n,  gen pl of goggusmo<j; (cf. Acts series, Acts 6.1 for further 

definition);  Wycliffe (1380) playnt (complaining) 
 
Brethren, these two sins, murmuring and disputing, might just be the most 
common fault that we have to battle personally and corporately.  How 
corrupting an influence these sins can have in our lives.  It whittles away at 
our spiritual senses if we leave them unchecked in our hearts.  These rob us 
of the very breath of the attitude that we should ever have before the Lord, 
in all things.   

 
1Th 5:18  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.  

 
Thankfulness cannot co-exist with murmuring and disputing.  If we are 
complaining we aren’t being thankful. 
 
In the Acts Series, Acts 6.1 we would bring this forward here, under the 
Greek verb goggu<zw, what the Theological Dictionary of the New 

Testament says.   
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TDNT, vol.1, p.728, ‘… Here goggu<zein denotes “grumbling at 

disappointed hopes.”’ 
 

p.730, ‘When the people (of Israel) murmurs, it is always because it 
thinks that justice has not been done or is not being done to its 
claim.  The texts leave us in no doubt that the claim and this 
assessment of the situation are both wholly subjective.  Yet they 
leave us in no doubt that in such an attitude God is reduced to 
human standards and is robbed, or is in the process of being 
robbed, of His sovereignty in  relation to the people. This is why the 
murmuring of the people is a tempting of God (Ex.17.2 etc.) or a 

scorning of God (Cx2ni, Nu.14.11). 

 
and disputings:  
 

These are our personal expressions of doubt about the will, Word, work of 
God. 

 
dialogismw?n; gen pl of dialogismo<j; KJV thoughts (Mt.15.19), doubts 

(1Ti.2.8), disputations (Ro.14.1), reasonings (Lk.5.21; Ja.2.4), and 
imaginations (Ro.1.21);  Appears to be thoughts that arise for being 
agitated or stirred either by what the Lord Jesus, God (by His law), or his 
people have done.  
 
Wycliffe (1380) grouching and doubtings. 
 
Perhaps a good reading of Romans 14 would remind us of our duty to 
weaker saints, and keep us focused on the big picture: being likeminded by 
a singular goal of having the mind of Christ. 
 
Brethren, but for the grace of God in our lives this corporate demonstration 
of our salvation would be an absolute impossibility.  We remember how 
disagreed the disciples were with the Lord on a number of occasions.  Yet 
He, for us, bore with their ignorance and misunderstandings.  And we don’t 
necessarily have to have a sit down and correct every detail of every item 
that we see wrong in one another.  So much of this incidentally works itself 
out as we fellowship in the Word of God.  But let’s be clear on this point 
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about the disciples of Christ’s day:  they loved the Lord and had a desire to 
follow him, learn the hard things, suffer the correction, and grow.  Those 
ambivalent disciples that had walked for a while with the others later 
forsook the Lord walking no more with Him.  (Jn.6.66)  Do we all, as 
members of this church, have a like-desire to follow Christ according to the 
truth of the Word of God?  Most of us have been together long enough, to 
know the essentials of the teachings of this church; salvation by grace, the 
ordinances, local church, church discipline, mission work, the Holy Spirit, 
impeccability of Christ, sovereignty of God, the Trinity, why we use the 
Bible version that we do, the errors of Pentecostalism, what we mean by 
the New Covenant versus the Old Covenant, and some particulars 
concerning the second coming of Christ, the millennium (eschatology), and 
eternity. 
  

If anyone has been in this church for 5 years and still doesn’t know 
what I am talking about I’d say you need to wake up! 

 
And it is certainly no secret that we should live holy lives at all times and in 
all places, that we should strive to live our best for Christ and keep 
ourselves unspotted from the world, and cleanse ourselves from the 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit.  If we do not know these basic things, if we 
are sitting here today and realize that we don’t know these basis things, by 
the grace of God, we need to wake up and repent, and get interested in the 
things of God. 
 

15  That ye may be blameless  
 

a@memptoi, nom, pl, masc of a@memptoj; a] negation +  memptoj ; KJV 

blameless, unblameable, faultless; Wycliffe (1380) without complaint. 
 
Incapable of being blamed as insufficient in character. 
 

and harmless, (Wycliffe (1380) simple) 
 

a]ke<raioi, nom, pl, masc of a]ke<raioj; a negation +  ]kera<nnumi mixed, 

Re. 14.10 wrath and indignation are mixed in God’s cup; 18.6 what Babylon 
mixed in her cup to the earth, God mixed double to her;   
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a]ke<raioj; unmixed, therefore single, not duplicitous.  KJV harmless 2 

(Mt.10.16 harmless as doves), simple 1 (Ro.16.19 wise unto that which is 
good; and simple concerning evil);  
 

Our actions are far less likely to be detrimental or harmful to one 
another when we live an unmixed Christian life.  There are little 
things as frustrating to the life of a church than Christians who live 
with one foot in the world and the other in outward Christian service.  
It just doesn’t work.  This is nothing more than hypocrisy.  We either 
hate the one and love the other, or we will hold to the one and 
despise the other.  (Mt.6.24) 

 
NIDNTT, vol.2, p.144, ‘… to describe the moral purity of those believers who 
do not grumble or question.’  

 
the sons  
 

te<kna, children, little ones before the Lord;  as children to their Father. 

 
of God, without rebuke,  
 

a]mw<mhta, nom, pl, neut of a]mw<mhtoj;  a] negation + mw?moj KJV only 

once, 2Pe.2.13 blemishes (verse 14 a]mw<mhtoj blameless); a]mw<moj, KJV 

without blame, without blemish, unblameable, without spot, faultless, 
without fault;  
 
As Christians we should live as those who are contented with and resting in 
the perfect will of God.  Just this alone would mark us out as one of the 
Lord’s people.  Every one complains!  But to live our lives to such a standard 
that none should be able to point the accusative finger and blame us with 
murmuring or disputing would be remarkable in a world that is filled with 
grumblings and disputings.  While we shall never be sinless, let us restrict 
the flow of sin from the heart and to our outward members by faithful, 
sudden chastening and confession.  This tells a mature Christian from a 
carnal one.  
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These two root elements of sin in our lives must stymie our ability to stand 
fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel 
(1.27); Or, our having the same mind, being of one accord, of one mind. 
(2.2) 

 
in e]n the midst me<s& of a crooked  (a synonym for harsh and evil) 

 
skolia?j, gen sing, fem of skolio<j; KJV also froward. Those that go the 

other way. 
 

While we certainly understand how that those without Christ live as they 
do being dead to God and in the blindness of the depraved heart, on the 
other hand, it is confusion to see a professed believer manifest a manner of 
life that is as equal to them. 
  

Ac 2:40  And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward skolia?j generation. 

 
1Pe 2:18  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only 
to the good and gentle, but also to the froward skolio<j. (in other 

words, those otherwise crooked; those that go the other way; these 
are evil and harsh.) 

 

and perverse 
 

diestramme<nhj, gen, fem, sing, part, perf, pass of diastre<fw; dia< by, 

through  +  stre<fw to turn; KJV perverse, perverting, turning away (Acts 

13.8, 10 to turn away the deputy from the faith … wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord?); Wycliffe (1380) wayward. 

 
nation, (generation) 
 

genea?j, gen sing of gene<a, from the root gi<nomai; gene<a; KJV generation 

37, time 2, age 2, nation 1; those whose only birth is of Adam and therefore  
descendants of an evil and adulterous generation, perverse,  crooked, 
faithless, evil, wicked, untoward, froward, and grievous.  Surely the people 
of God must shine forth from such darkness …   
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among e]n whom  

 
In whom, not of whom.   
 
Joh 15:19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but 
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. 
 
Joh 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, 
because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
 
Joh 17:16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
 
1Jo 4:5  They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the 
world heareth them. 
6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God 
heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. 

 
ye shine (appear) 

 

fai<nesqe, 2p pl, pres, ind, mid of fai<nw;  

 
Mt 23:28  Even so ye also outwardly appear fai<nesqe righteous unto 

men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 
 

How much our hearts have been changed by the grace of God.  We should 
be operating from the sincere motive of love.  How is this distinction 
possible between us and them?  Did our faith make this difference?  
Absolutely not.  All of the faith in the world cannot change a human heart 
from all of its depravity.  There is no verse in all of Scripture which indicates 
that faith changes a sinner’s heart from an enemy so that he is now at 
peace with God.  This change isn’t by faith, but by the power of God in the 
new birth.  We are not born by faith.  We are born of God!  (Jn.1.12, 13; 
3.3, 5; 1Jn3.9; 4.7; 5.1, 4, 18)  One of the greatest errors in Christendom is 
such a basic one:  that faith is a cause of the new birth, instead of the 
effect, or result of the new birth.  So many of our precious brethren in 
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Christ have the cart before the horse, so to speak.  And as it is with all truth, 
it takes the Spirit of God to reveal it to our hearts.  We become, oftentimes, 
defenders, not of the Word of God, but of a system of religious thought, a 
denomination.  We are so prone to lose sight of our calling to follow the 
Word of Christ rather than man’s well-meaning superimpositions.  But for 
the grace of God that is every one of us.  God deliver us from our own 
deceptions!  Is there a difference between us and those without Christ.  
There must be! 

 

among whom ye shine … 
 as lights  
 

fwsth?rej, nom pl of fwsth<r , Re.21.11 and her light was like unto a 

stone most precious. 
 
As the light of the sun, moon, and stars are ordained of God to give forth 
their light, whether by day or by night, we are to give forth the light of 
Jesus Christ from our lives in our generation. 
  

Mt 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
 
Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them. 

 

in e]n the world ko<sm&;  

 
How is this accomplished?  By being blameless our lights shine the best.  
The result is that we are witnesses of Christ. 
  

16  Holding forth (Upholding) 
 

e]pe<xontej, nom, pl, masc, part, pres of e]pe<xw; e]pi<  for or upon +  e@xw to 

hold; Lk.14.7 when he marked how they chose; Acts 3.5 he gave heed unto 
them, expecting to receive; Acts 19.22 he himself stayed in Asia; 1Ti.4.16 
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Take heed unto thyself, and unto; To uphold, to note a significant act or 
thing. 

 
the word lo<gon of life zw?hj;  

 
Shining the light of the glory of God in by Jesus Christ in the darkness of this 
present evil world.  In plainest of terms we are to live the Word of God.  We 
are to apply that Word of Life to our lives.  In living that Word others may 
see Christ objectively.  In preaching that Word others may hear of Christ 
subjectively.  We are to bear the two-fold witness of Jesus Christ.  Unlike 
the antagonists of Paul’s day, they preached Christ but didn’t live Christ.  
While we may rejoice at the fact Christ is preached, it is the preaching and 
the living that is great cause of joy in Paul, and all those who love the Lord 
in sincerity. 

 
that ei]j  I may e]moi> rejoice [kau<xhma boast] in  

 
ei]j for (as in the hope for it) or unto (as in duration, as in until)]  

 
the day of Christ,  
 

Which must mean to refer to a day of reckoning in judgment by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 
that I have not run in ei]j vain ke<non, 

 
ei]j, for or unto vanity 

 
vain ke<non;  

 
neither laboured  
 

e]kopi<asa, 1st p sing, aor 1, ind of kopia<w;  Mt. 6.28 the lilies of the field, 

how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin; Mt.11.28 Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden; Lk.5.5 Master, we have toiled all the 
night, and have taken nothing; Jn.4.6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus 
therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well … 
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This Greek word was used in two places in chapter 1 with an affixed prefix; 
prokoph (vss. 12, 25 furtherance; the Greek prefix pro giving the sense of 

promoting or furthering labor.) 
 
in (ei]j, for or unto) vain ke<non. 

 
Will my efforts, my labors through Jesus Christ, the pouring out of my life as 
a sacrificial victim upon the altar and service that is before God be found in 
you and preserved through your faithfulness unto the coming of Jesus 
Christ?  Or, in this sense, have I spent myself for you for that which is 
nothing?   
 
Let’s be clear.  Paul’s efforts were not vain.  He served the Lord Christ.  
(Col.3.24) He sowed in hope; hope inspired by the Spirit of God toward 
them.   
 

Php 1:20  According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so 
now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, 
or by death. 

 
But should the Philippians fail to continue in faithful service to Christ (cf. 
Re.3.15 Laodicea, a worldly church; 3.1 Sardis, a dead church) he would 
lose nothing but that rejoicing he had hoped for at their chaste 
presentation before Christ’s Bema (judgment) Seat, in that day of His 
coming. 

 
17  Yea, and if I be offered  
 

spe<ndomai, 1st per sing, pres, ind, pass of spe<ndw; used in only two 

places, 2Ti.4.6 For I am now ready to be offered (or, being poured out), and 
the time of my departure is at hand. (Notice that both instances of this verb 
are in the passive voice.) 
 

2Co.12.15 I will very gladly spend  dapana<w and be spent. 
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spe<ndomai and dapana<w are like accountability and 

responsibility, obedience and trust, sovereignty and free 
agency.  Spendomai is the passive side of dapanao, and 
dapanao is the active side of spendomai.  Spendomai is, of the 
two times it is used in Scripture, always passive.  Dapanao is, of 
the five times it is used, only once is passive, and otherwise 
aorist, as in a simple past tense verb.  So that spe<ndomai is 

you being spent, and dapana<w is to spend your means. 
 

upon e]pi> the sacrifice (Upon the altar of your faith and ministry [service] as a 

sacrificial victim.) 
 

qusi<%; should always be understood to mean the ‘sacrificial victim.’ i.e. 

 
1Pe 2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrific[ial victims], acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ.  (Which is what?) 
 
Heb 13:15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrific[ial victim] of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to 
his name. 
16  But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrific[ial victims] God is well pleased. 

 
and service  
 

Always, spiritual services; ministry in spiritual things;  
 

Lk.1.23 in the temple; 2Co.9.12; Phl.2.30  our service to supply the 
needs of others; Phl.2.17 Paul’s service helping the Philippians’ faith 
in God;  He.8.6 Christ’s service in glory for us as contrasted to Moses’ 
service in the tabernacle of witness or tent; 9.21 the service vessels 
used in the tabernacle which all represent the various spiritual works 
and sacrifices of Christ for his people, and of their enjoyment or 
participation in them:  the brazen altar (the supreme sacrifice of 
Christ for us to God);  the brazen laver (the self-
examination/judgment of ourselves before serving in the things of 
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Christ); making, ordering, and eating the shewbread (of 
acknowledging the sinless person of Christ, ordering our lives before 
Him presence, and eating or fellowshipping with Him); offering the 
incense (His prayers for us, and our prayers to God continually); and 
the mercy seat upon the Ark of the Covenant (the place where the 
eternal God is satisfied and where He speaks to us through His Son 
forever.) 

 
leitourgi<%, dat sing of leitourgi<a; KJV ministration, service, ministry. 

 
Php 2:30  Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not 
regarding his life, to supply your lack of service leitourgi<aj toward me. 

 

of your faith,  
 

pi<stewj, gen sing of pi<stij.  ‘Faith’s service.’ Faith works.  (Ja.2.20) 

 
Faith ministers something.  What does our faith minister to others? 
 

I joy xai<rw, and rejoice with sugxai<rw you all. 

 
If my life can be spent so that your faith and service [ministry] might be 
increased; I rejoice, and rejoice with you all.  In your rejoicing to God for 
what He is doing in you there in Philippi I joy with you.  No one can serve 
God by faith and not rejoice.  Though it might be mixed with sorrow for a 
time, there is joy in serving the living God. 

 
1Pe 1:6  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations; 
7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
9  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
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There are 3 men who have lived sacrificial lives for the Philippians by the 
supreme example of their Lord Jesus Christ: 
 

Php 2:3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 
4  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others. 

 
These men were Paul (vs.17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and 
service of your faith, I joy …), Timothy (vss. 20, 21 For I have no man 
likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. For all seek their own, not 
the things which are Jesus Christ’s.), and Epaphroditus  (vs.30 … not 
regarding his life to supply your lack of service.) They are the examples of 
the kind of faith and service that Paul was encouraging the saints which 
were at Philippi to work out in their own lives.  

 
18  For the same cause also do ye joy xai<rete, and rejoice with sugxai<rw me 

moi. 

 
In my rejoicing for the things that God is doing in me while I am here in 
Rome, you rejoice with me. 
 
We notice that verse 17 had the conditional if.  If this were so that I could 
be offered upon the altar of their faith and service as a sacrificial victim, 
then he would joy.  The Philippians were evidencing joy with Paul in his 
faithfulness and service in Rome.  However, it is easier to joy in other’s faith 
through suffering.  Let us live in such a way that others might joy in our 
faith through sufferings as well. 

 


