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“Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures” (ESV). 

Introduction  

1. No one can say God is responsible for his suffering, trial, or the temptation to sin in response to 
the trial (v. 13). 

Our natural tendency is not to take responsibility for our choices and the consequences of 
those choices. It is much easier to blame our sins and failures on others, even God. 

2. “Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers” (v. 16). 

The deception that James warns of has to do with wrong views of the nature of God that can 
lead to believing that God could be the immediate cause of suffering.  

3. Trials and temptations have their source only in sin-corrupted desire (v. 14). 

Desire is acted upon through three channels: the world, the flesh, and the devil (1 Jn. 2:14-16).  

4. James counters all false notions of temptation’s origin by declaring the absolute and unimpeach-
able fact that only good and nothing but good comes from God. 

I. Good and Perfect Gifts  

1. The nature of the gifts: “good” (as to the act of giving) and “perfect” (as to the nature of the gift) 

2. The quality of the gifts: “perfect” contrasted with the dubious nature of temptation 

3. The origination of God’s gifts—“from above”—contrasted with temptation—“by his own desire”  

II. The Perfect Giver  

1. God is the Father (prime originator of all things) as contrasted to the creature in rebellion. 

2. The Creator of Lights (the material universe, particularly light as opposed to darkness) as con-
trasted to the prince of darkness. 

3. His immutability (attribute of perfection) as contrasted with the lights of the created order that 
change constantly and cause darkness in their ordered movements throughout space.    

III. A Glorious Prerogative  

1. We owe our existence solely to His sovereign choosing as contrasted to our will and determina-
tion. 

2. We owe our life to the “word of truth” as contrasted to the devil’s lies. 

3. We owe our purpose for being to His creative process—“a kind of firstfruits [best of the crop] of 
His creatures” (to reflect the divine nature in our responses to suffering) as contrasted to the 
shame of sinful reactions. 

Summary 

The key both to our response to trials and to resisting temptation is in our reaction to the “Word 
of Truth.” 

Receiving the Word, responding to the Word, and resigning to the Word are necessary to our spiritual 
growth.  

We must accept, act on, and abide by God’s Word. “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger” (James 1:19). 


