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Introduction 

1. The key to responding to trials and to resisting temptation is found in one’s reaction to the gospel of 
salvation. 

a. Receiving it or accepting it 

b. Responding to it or acting on it 

c. Resigning to it or abiding by it. 

2. Last week we concentrated on preparation to receive the implanted Word, which is the gospel of 
salvation. The argument (“Take note of this,” vv. 19, 20) is: 

a. Personal anger does not “work out” or “demonstrate” God’s righteousness (what God has called us 
to be before others); thus, we are to— 

1) Avoid angry responses. To do so, one must learn to respond properly to others. How so? 

2) By listening and, at the same time, holding one’s tongue (one action) 

b. One must prepare himself to avoid the temptation to vent anger by—  

1) Putting off all filthiness (the outward angry expression) and overflowing malice (the inward malevolent 
disposition that motivates the anger). Quit wearing a bad temper (orge vs. thumos)—that 
argumentative and trigger-happy tendency to “speak your mind.” 

2) At the same time meekly receive (utilize) the implanted Word.” In other words, let Christ live through 
you.” 

I. The Word - James argues that salvation is a sovereign work of God in the soul, giving life to that soul (v. 
18). 

1. The agency of salvation is the Word (logos—“to speak”) of truth—a living seed producing life as the 
material expression of God’s love for us (1 Pet. 1:23; note Gal. 4:19). 

a. It is called Truth as set against false words promising status as kingdom sons by means other than the 
shed blood of Christ and the vital power of Christ living in them. 

b. The Word is the gospel of God (Eph. 1:13; Col. 1:5) by which Christ is formed in us, thus “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). 

1) Christ (the living Logos) secured salvation by His obedience to God’s sovereign decree (John 17:4).  

2) The Holy Spirit applies the saving work by implanting the Word (as seed via the gospel) in the heart 
(v. 21).  

3) Hence, God “births” kingdom sons (John 1:12, 13).  

2. The Word of truth is implanted (not engrafted) becoming the means of transformation to Christlikeness. 

a. This is a good and perfect gift of the changeless Father of lights to enable change in those possessing 
overflowing malice.  

b. In other words, the implanted Word changes us in the receiving it. We do not receive it as something 
we do not have because He already implanted it. 

c. The implanting is God’s work, which enables us to put off what does not display God’s 
righteousness in us. 



II. Meekness - James expresses not only the utilizing of the implanted Word, but how the word is to be 
utilized—what inward disposition is required. 

1. We are to utilize the Word in (not with) meekness. 

a. Meekness is not a condition for receiving the implanted Word but is the gracious work of the Spirit in 
utilizing it so that we mirror Christ. 

b. Meekness is a docile spirit that does not hold festering anger (the superabundant malice that makes us 
outwardly filthy). 

 

c. Meekness characterized Jesus Christ and defined His relationship to those who opposed Him (Isaiah 
53:7; Matt. 11:29; 5:5). Therefore, meekness is Christ in us defining our relationship to those who 
oppose us. 

2. Receiving here is not an initial act but an acting on what is already there. 

a. We make use of this gospel seed in us in order to progress into the planned perfect state promised 
(vv. 4, 12; Rom. 8:29). 

b. Believers facing persecution and injury must also react in meekness because they, like Jesus, trust God 
who is permitting the injury, using it to purify His elect, and who will also deliver them in His time 
(Psa. 25:20). 

c. This is possible because the meek utilize the implanted Word as the power of Christ in them to 
transform them in the process (2 Cor. 12:9). 

d. Meekness is love-driven, thus does not promote self-interest, nor does it assert itself (1 Cor. 13:4-7). 

e Meekness is the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:23).    

III. Salvation, a Process - James argues that meekly utilizing the gospel in our trials and temptations is 
God’s means of saving our souls. 

1. Initially entering the salvation experience secures eternal life for those trusting in Jesus. Thus, we can 
say that we are saved. 

a. Christ’s secured our salvation through the cross. 

b. No one will be lost that the Father gave to Christ to save (John 17:1-12). 

2. Yet, while we have been born of the Spirit and have eternal life, our sins forgiven and forgotten, we still 
have a long way to go in order to become the perfect man that God has destined us to be. 

a. This is why James is writing to believer in process, instructing them in the means that God has 
provided for their sanctification—their salvation being worked out and developed in time. 

b. The day is coming when we shall be glorified—the day we enter eternal glory and receive the 
salvation we have hoped for (1 Peter 1:5). 

Meekness Examined 

From Ephesians (NavPress, date unkown): 

 “Having no one to turn to except God or a benevolent king, so that one accepts his 
treatment without resistance or bitterness.” 

The Greeks praised self confidence and strength; so, despised  meekness. 

I defined it in August, 2004 as “Quiet submission to God’s will.” 

“Meekness is humbly living in God’s strength, not your own”  


