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Do you ever feel that if anyone found out the truth about you... you would 

be embarrassed ?...  Do you go through life basically trying to convince 

others that you are something you're not... that you are knowledgeable 

about some things...  when you know you're not... that you're confident... or 

skillful... or experienced... or good-hearted...  when you know it's not 

exactly true...? 

John Corcoran knows what that is like. ... During grade school he never 

learned to read or write... but he caused a lot of trouble and somehow kept 

getting promoted to the next grade. ... He got to high school and mastered 

new skills. ... He says, "I started cheating by turning in other peoples' 

papers; I dated the valedictorian and ran around with college prep kids. I 

couldn't read words but I could read the system and I could read people." 

He received an athletic scholarship to Texas Western College...  and 

cheated his way through there as well... getting a degree in education...  of 

all things. ... Somehow he got a job as a teacher...  and for the next 17 

years... he taught in high school without being able to read or write. ... He 

says, "What I did was I created an oral and visual environment. There 

wasn't the written word in there. I always had two or three teacher's 

assistants in each class to do board work or read the bulletin." 

Finally he left teaching and became a real estate developer. ... Later in life 

he learned to read and write... and became an advocate for better 

educational systems. 

In a sense... we're all like John Corcoran. ... Most of us don't have to fake 

reading and writing... but we live our lives trying to persuade ourselves... 
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persuade other people...  and persuade God Himself... that we are loyal 

soldiers for His army.   Deep down inside... though, we have a growing 

awareness it's not true. 

Loyalty is an absolute essential in human relationships and in society. 

Without loyalty... no body of people can survive. ... If rulers are not loyal to 

the citizens... what happens? ... Corrupt government. ... If people are not 

loyal to their government... what happens? ... Anarchy and the overthrow or 

replacement of the government. ... If a husband or wife is not loyal to the 

other... what happens? ... Strife... a broken relationship... divorce... and 

deep hurt and pain for the children. ... If employers are not loyal to their 

workers... what happens? ... Frustrated workers... resignations...  

replacement costs. ... If workers are not loyal to their employers... what 

happens? ... Low production... low profit margins... often bankruptcy and 

loss of jobs. ... If soldiers are not loyal to their commanders... what 

happens? ... Defeat. 

Loyalty is an absolute essential in society... in our human relationships... 

and in God’s Kingdom. ...  Loyal soldiering is the important subject of this 

great passage of Scripture. ... Remember that Joshua had just signed a 

peace treaty with the nation of Gibeon. ... The Gibeonites had used 

deception and lies to secure a peace treaty with the Israelites. ... But 

despite the deception and lies... Joshua had led the Israelites to honor their 

commitment to the peace treaty. ... He honored the peace treaty... because 

it had been sworn to... and was ratified in the "name of the Lord." ... God's 

name and honor were at stake; consequently... despite the lies and 

deception... the treaty had to be kept. 
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Now in today’s passage... Joshua's loyalty will be tested. ... The Gibeonite 

nation is going to be attacked by other Canaanite forces. ... What would be 

Joshua's response? ... Would he be loyal to his word and promise made in 

the peace treaty... a peace treaty that had been secured by deception and 

lies?  

Joshua 10 is a passage of Scripture that teaches us the great importance 

of loyalty... and loyal soldiering. ...  This is the important subject of this 

great passage of Scripture: Victory through Loyalty—An Example of Loyal 

Soldiering. 

But before we get started... let me have you do a self-evaluation. ... Are you 

a loyal soldier...? ... Have you ever thought that it is appropriate for you to 

sit in a rocker and put a note on your door that reads... “I’m finished... I 

have already served my time”... ? 

Most Bible scholars agree with tradition that says Joshua was around 40 

years old... when Moses led Israel out of Egypt. ... The first century church 

historian, Josephus, said that Joshua was about 40... and many other 

agree that this seems right. ... Now... if he was 40 when they left Egypt... 

than how old would he be... in the Scriptural events that we are reading in 

this book that is named after him...?  ... After 40 years of wandering through 

the desert... he would have to be in his 80’s.  ... Joshua is in his 80’s and 

here he is... leading Israel into battle!   

Ephesians 6 makes very clear that every Christian life... is one of ongoing 

(perpetual) warfare. ... It's not just an occasional skirmish that we're 

engaged in. ... We are in a pitched spiritual battle with satanic evil and with 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+10
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the world system... which is violently opposed to the advance of God's 

kingdom on earth. ... Even within ourselves there is fleshly resistance to all 

the good things that God wants to do for us.  

Did you realize that it was going to be that way when you decided to 

become a Christian? 

The Scriptures make frequent reference to the warfare that marks the life of 

God's people. ... The apostle Paul said to Timothy... his disciple... (his son 

in the faith)...  

1 Timothy 6:12 (ESV)  
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which 
you were called and about which you made the good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses. 

Our confession of Jesus Christ as Lord is going to prompt opposition and 

struggle. ... At the end of his life as he awaited execution in a prison in 

Rome... Paul again wrote to Timothy, saying... 

2 Timothy 4:7 (ESV)  
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. 

 (LISTEN)... Be certain... that it is a life-long battle. 

When we choose to join God's family through faith in Jesus Christ... we're 

automatically engaged with God... in this battle against the forces of sin 

and death and hell... the forces of Satan himself. 

Revelation 12 describes our Satanic enemy as "the deceiver of the whole 

world," ... as "the accuser of our brethren"... as one who "has come down 
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to you in great wrath"... and as one who "was angry" (vs. 9, 10, 12, 17). ... 

His assaults are real... and a lifestyle of spiritual warfare is our calling as 

followers of Jesus Christ. 

This spiritual battle is going to be evident in Joshua 10...  which is an 

account of the nation Israel's intense... sustained warfare against an 

alliance of five Amorite city-states... that have attacked Gibeon... Israel's 

new covenant partner.  ... This chapter is going to provide us with insight 

for us the challenge that Paul spelled out in 2 Timothy...  

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (ESV)  
Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier gets 
entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who 
enlisted him. 

This chapter helps us understand what it means to be loyal soldiers... to be 

strong and courageous in the face of the enemies... and what we can 

expect from a loyal God Who has called us into His service.   

In his farewell speech to Congress on April 19, 1951, General Douglas 

MacArthur said, "In war there is no substitute for victory."  ... Our loyal 

God... Who enlists us... has made sure that we already have the victory... 

But the question remains... “Are we loyal soldiers?”  

Joshua 10:1-2 

The city-nations around Gibeon had much to fear. ... Why should Adoni-

zedek be so upset...?  ... Because he knew that Israel had already knocked 

off Jericho and Ai to the east. ... Israel was strong enough by itself... but 

now they have a powerful ally... because of this new treaty between Israel 

and Gibeon.   
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The Gibeonites were very a strong military force in Canaan.  Because they 

had a strong city and a powerful army... they served as an overwhelming 

obstacle to Israel taking the Land of Canaan.  ... But now... the Gibeonites 

were on Israel’s side!  

Adoni-zedek was concerned about the security of his city (Jerusalem)... 

and knew it would be surrounded soon since the Gibeonites had 

surrendered. The king was concerned that other cities might also 

surrender.  So he forms an alliance... to punish Gibeon.  

The lesson here is when you associate with God's people, there will be 

opposition. They that live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. ... 

Because we have chosen to follow Jesus Christ we are a threat to those 

who oppose His kingdom. ... Have you noticed that as you choose to take 

new spiritual ground for the sake of Christ's kingdom... many non-believers 

are threatened by your spiritual influence? 

I would again like to remind you of a passage that I mentioned last week... 

Psalm 2:1-4 (ESV)  
Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?   The kings of 
the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,  “Let us burst 
their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”  He who sits in 
the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.  

You might be thinking... “This really doesn’t offer much comfort to me... 

because I haven’t been the most obedient follower of the Lord...?  Does 

God laugh at those who gang up to harm me...?  Because of the mistakes 

that I’ve made... is there still hope that God might work on my behalf”...?  
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Please remember that Joshua and the leaders of Israel made a huge 

mistake when they formed this alliance with the Gibeonites.  God told them 

not to make a treaty with any of the Canaanites.  But the Gibeonites tricked 

them into thinking that they came from a place that was far away from 

Canaan... and Israel and it’s leaders trusted their common sense... without 

seeking the counsel of the Lord... and made this foolish treaty with them. 

But what I would like for you to take a special notice of... as we work our 

way through today’s passage... is God will use this mistake of Israel... to 

accomplish His Own purposes.  Take note of this: Instead of having to 

defeat these five city-states one by one... because of these events... 

presented in today’s passage... Joshua and the Israelites will conquer them 

all at one time! ... Instead of five battles... with just one... the entire middle 

section of Canaan falls to Israel. ... Now... the Southern cities of Canaan 

cannot try to band together with the Northern cities.    

Once again... God will use another one of Joshua's mistakes... to 

accelerate the conquest of Canaan. ... (Remember how God did this back 

in Joshua 8...?  He used Israel’s first defeat at the hands of Ai... to lull them 

all out of their city... chasing Israel the second time... while Israel’s troops 

who were hiding nearby rose up... entered Ai... and burned it.)     

The mistakes you and I make embarrass us... especially those mistakes 

that are caused by our running ahead of the Lord... and not seeking His 

will. ... But we need to remember that no mistake is final... for the dedicated 

Christian. God can use even our blunders to accomplish His purposes. ... 

We need to remain His loyal soldiers. 
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Joshua 10:3-5 

These kings that Ado'ni-ze'dek recruits are natural enemies who have 

spent most of their time fighting each other. ... But once the common 

enemy is identified in terms of the threat to the land, they immediately rally 

together. ... Is it an old Arabic proverb that says... “The enemy of my 

enemy... is my friend.”  

The next four verses talk about God's faithfulness in keeping his 

covenant...  in ministering to the nation Israel and to the Gibeonites as well.  

The main point of verses 6-10... is that we can trust God to keep his 

commitment to us. ... Here He is willing to stand behind a covenant 

relationship... that was even founded on sinful... manipulative deception 

and sinful gullibility. 

Joshua 10:6-9 

The men of Gibeon look across the Judean hills and see all these armies 

coming to lay siege against their city. They send messengers down the hill 

to Gilgal and holler, "Help! Please come to our rescue!" 

Why should they defend the Gibeonites? ... Would you help them after 

being tricked by them? ... After having been deceived by the Gibeonites, 

Joshua and the leaders could have been slow about their attempt to rescue 

them. Instead, they immediately responded to their call for help.  

How willing would you be to help someone who had deceived you, even 

though you had forgiven him or her? ... We should take our word just as 

seriously as Joshua did. ... It is a matter of being a loyal soldier for Christ. 
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Immediately coming to Gibeon's aid said the Israelites were sincere about 

keeping the treaty with the Gibeonites. ... They would not go back on their 

word... for that would profane the name of God... because they had used 

His name as an oath for the treaty. ... A God Who keeps His covenants... 

calls for a people who maintain their covenant relationships. ... And when 

Joshua responds right... look at God’s response in verse 8.  

Joshua 10:8 

Joshua seeks God’s honor... and God immediately encourages Joshua. ... 

When we are concerned about God's honor...  we will be loyal. ... Not being 

loyal... has its roots in disrespect of God. 

Notice also that this was not a loyalty that does just enough to get by.  The 

response is far more than a minimal effort! ... This was a vigorous... 

(energetic/invested) loyalty. ... Verse 7 says they “went up from Gilgal...”  ... 

Now I read three different accounts in commentaries about this.  One said 

that Gibeon was at least 1,500 feet higher than where Israel’s camp was... 

at Gilgal.  The other two said that it was 4,000 feet higher.  In either case... 

it was steep... and difficult terrain.  There was no opportunity to rest... This 

tiresome 25 mile steep uphill journey... was all done very quickly... and 

under the cover of darkness.  ... The army of Israel would have been 

extremely fatigued... before they even met their powerful contenders.    

(Christian!) God may promise you and I victory... but let us never be 

mistaken... promises from God do not remove the sweat of service. ... 

God’s comfort is never intended to sedate... instead it calls forth soldiering 

activity from us.  Yahweh promised victory... but His victory would only be 

achieved through a forced night march and surprise attack... while it was 
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still dark.  (LISTEN)... The truth of God’s sovereignty... when rightly 

understood and applied by us...   does not tranquilize our response... 

making it dull... measured... and calm... ... Instead it invigorates it. ... The 

path is often difficult... but lets not forget... that it yields rewards and 

blessing.  ... We must be loyal soldiers. 

God promised them victory and assured Joshua.  ... But this assurance that 

He gives in verse 8... is a repeat of an assurance God had already given 

Joshua... before they entered Canaan. 

Joshua 1:5 (ESV)  
No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just 
as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or 
forsake you. 

The first part of Joshua 1:5 matches closely with the last part of Joshua 

10:8... “Not a man of them will be able to stand before you...”  Yahweh 

simply repeats it. 

This is the usual way God has of reassuring his children... not by unveiling 

to them some new truth... that was previously unknown.  God’s way... most 

often... is by reaffirming promises already given... which somehow take on 

special power because of the present pressing need. ... That is what you 

and I usually need... not new truth... but old truth... freshly applied to our 

current need. 

In the next two verses we are about to read... Yahweh is seen as the loyal 

warrior.  Yahweh does the fighting on Israel and Gibeon’s behalf. 

Joshua 10:10-11 
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This entire passage provides a striking illustration of the interplay between 

the human and divine factors in achieving victory. Verses 7-11 alternate 

between Joshua (and Israel)... and the Lord. ... They all played important 

parts in the conflict. ... The soldiers had to fight... but God gave the victory. 

There are four verbs that are used in verse 10... and Yaweh is the subject 

of all four of them.  ... The Lord threw them into panic before Israel... the 

Lord struck them with a great blow... the Lord chased them by way of the 

ascent... and the Lord struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah.  

Now it may seem a little strange for us to think in terms of Yahweh pursuing 

the enemy and doing the fighting.  ... But that is precisely the point of these 

verses... He is the warrior... He is the victor... He is the One Who crushes 

the enemy.  ... And then... to give greater emphasis to this... verse 11 

shows that Yahweh threw down great stones from heaven upon the enemy.  

... And... just to make sure none of miss it... that we all see it... it is even 

spelled out for us that Yahweh killed more of the enemy... than the army of 

Israel did! 

It is too bad much of the church has lost this vision of God... or our vision of 

Christ... as the Warrior Who fights for His people. ... It does not fit our 

sentimental twenty-first century graven images of God. ... A Warrior image 

of God seems too violent. ... And the popular image of Jesus... is that He is 

always kind and tender... and soft and prissy.  ... as though Jesus only 

comes to us reeking of hand cream... Listerene mouthwash... and Old 

Spice cologne.    

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+10%3A7-11
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Psalm 24:7-8 (ESV)  
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that 
the King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD, 
strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!  
 

This is the Jesus Who can give us the hope that we need... in order for us 

to be loyal soldiers!  ... No mild God or soft Jesus can give His people the 

kind of hope that we need. ... It is only as we know the warrior of Israel 

Who fights for us (and sometimes without us)... that we have hope of 

triumphing in the muck of our battlefield. 

God attacked the enemy with hailstones from heaven. ... but the miracle of 

the hailstorm was nothing... compared to the miracle of extending the day... 

so that Joshua could finish the battle... and secure a complete victory over 

the enemy. ... His men were weary (especially after the arduous uphill and 

all-night march)... and the remainder of the task was great.  ... If night were 

to fall... the enemy could escape. ... Joshua needed a special act from God 

to enable him to claim the victory the Lord had promised. 

Joshua 10:12-14 

First off... let’s be careful not to miss some vital lessons about prayer.  ... 

This miracle really encourages prayer. ... We often pray in a way that limits 

God... and makes Him look small and puny.  ...  

Joshua’s prayer is incredible!  ...Though it was spoken to Yahweh... (as the 

first part of verse 12 indicates...) it was nevertheless a man's direct 

command to elements that are under only God's control. ... Yet 'Yahweh 

listened to the voice of a man.' ... Astounding! ... Wouldn’t you agree with 

me... that it is amazing that God listened to the voice of a man in this 
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manner...? ...  I am not sure that we are to literally follow this example and 

start commanding forces of nature... in our prayer life.  ... But doesn't this 

example of prayer... rebuke both the flippancy and tedium... with which we 

often approach the Great King?  ... (LISTEN) Our great God... Sovereign 

Creator of the Universe... will stoop down... and bend His ear... to hear the 

requests from the lips of you and I – mere dust and ashes! ... Who has ever 

heard of a God like that? 

God's provision goes beyond the physical material resources of our natural 

existence. He is willing to use supernatural resources to achieve His 

sovereign purposes. I'm not talking about miracles on demand. I'm talking 

about sovereign decisions on God's part to reverse the natural order for his 

honor and glory, to further the work of his kingdom on earth. 

Joshua did not know the earth was 8000 miles in diameter. ... He did not 

know it has 200 million square miles of surface area and that 71% is water. 

He did not know earth traveled through space at a speed of 181/2 miles per 

second. ... Joshua was not aware that the sun was 93 million miles from 

the earth or its core is 30 million degrees Fahrenheit. ... Joshua did not 

know any of these things... but he did know God! He asked the help of the 

Lord to give him time for the victory. ... Joshua had no idea his request 

slowed 6.6 trillion tons of spinning gravel and water... to give the victory. 

This event is questioned by those who deny the reality of miracles and look 

only to science for truth. "How could God stop the rotation of the earth and 

extend the length of a day," they ask, "without creating chaos all over the 

planet?" ... Critics mock and say such a thing would have caused chaos in 

the world. ... But they ignore one thing; God is involved and He Who 
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created the universe would have no trouble causing a few changes in the 

way the universe worked. 

The Lord is God and nothing is too hard for Him. ... Day and night belong to 

God... and everything He has made is His servant. ... If God can't perform 

the miracle described in Joshua 10... then He can't perform any miracle... 

and is imprisoned in His own creation... unable to use or suspend the very 

laws He built into it. I have a difficult time believing in that kind of a God. 

Either we believe in a God who can do anything... or we must accept a 

Christian faith that's non-miraculous... and that does away with the 

inspiration of the Bible... the Virgin Birth... and the bodily resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. ... Certainly there's room for honest questions about the 

nature of the miraculous... but for the humble Christian believer... there's 

never room for questioning the reality of the miraculous.  

C.S. Lewis wrote, "The mind which asks for a non-miraculous Christianity is 

a mind in process of relapsing from Christianity into mere 'religion.' "  

This brings us to a good question. Did anyone else record this miracle in 

their historical records? Yes! 

Chinese writings record a legend of a long day. This same legend is 

recorded among the Inca Indians of Peru and Aztec Indians of Mexico. 

Both of these tribes worshiped the sun. ...Babylonian and Persian 

documents record the legend of a day miraculously extended. ... 

Herodotus, an ancient historian, recounts that while in Egypt, the priest 

showed him their temple records and he read of a day twice its natural 

length. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+10
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Joshua 10:15-25 

Joshua ordered the kings to be taken from the cave and put on the ground, 

their faces in the dirt. This humiliating posture was not simple barbarism 

nor a mere macho move. ... It was a picture for them to carry in their minds 

eye... to be encouraged.  ... Joshua's words in verse 25 explain the reason 

for it... 'Don't be afraid and don't lose your nerve; be strong and bold, for 

this is what Yahweh will do to all your enemies with whom you are fighting.'  

 

The leaders' feet upon the necks of these prostrate kings was an acted 

parable, an assuring sign, of how Yahweh would certainly place all their 

enemies beneath them. The symbolic action is intended as a visible 

encouragement to the people of God. 

Joshua's loyalty in waging warfare against the enemy... is a strong example 

for us. ... We must wage constant warfare against the enemies who oppose 

us... who attempt to keep us out of the promised land. ... The enemies of 

evil are constantly combating us... seeking to defeat and destroy us. Far 

too many soldiers have given up... giving in to despair and 

discouragement... saying... I’ve already done my fighting. 

What is that path of hope that Joshua shows us? ... What is the way of 

victory that God shows us through today’s passage...? ... We must wage 

constant warfare against the enemies... that war against out souls. We 

must not surrender nor give up to their attack.  Even at the age of 80... 

Joshua was active in the fight. 

June 6 was the 70th anniversary of the Allied invasion of Normandy, which 

began the historic World War II battle to liberate continental Europe from 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+10%3A25
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Nazi control. ... Since the 50th anniversary of this event... every 10 years... 

the television networks run special anniversary programs that include 

interviews with our decreasing population of World War II veterans.   

During the 50th anniversary... one of the programs paired two contrasting 

interviews back to back. The first interview was with a marine who had 

landed on Omaha Beach. He recalled horrors of the bloody casualties 

surrounding him and said that he had concluded at the time, "We're going 

to lose!" 

The next interview was with a U.S. Army Air Corps reconnaissance pilot 

who had flown over the whole battle area. He viewed the carnage on the 

beaches and hills, but he also witnessed the successes of the marines, the 

penetration by the paratroopers, and the effectiveness of the aerial 

bombardment. He looked at everything that was happening and concluded, 

"We're going to win!" 

Reading Scripture gives us the kind of view the reconnaissance pilot had.  

“We’re going to win!”...  Be a loyal soldier.  


