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“FALSE SECURITY” 
ROMANS 2:17-29 

#15 in Series, “Verse by Verse through Romans” 
 
“So the point here is not to isolate the Jews as uniquely defective. The point is that even their higher 
standards of morality – even their possession of God’s Law – does not exclude then from the need to 
hear and believe the gospel of Christ. They are under the power of sin, just as the rest of the world is. 
Paul aims to show that all of us – us, not just them – are sinners and in need of salvation that comes 
through the gospel of Christ alone.”  
                                                                                                                                                   - John Piper 
I.       False Security Is Based on Connection (V17a) 
 

Genesis 12:3b (NKJV) “And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 
 
“These people in our text had the name of being God’s people. They knew that God had called 
them and had made them channels of His revelation. Instead of being driven by this stupendous 
fact to an extraordinary humility, they seized upon it as a fattener for their human pride. They rested 
upon their possession of the law, which had become a couch to them instead of a goad. They 
made their boast to God; that is to say, they had come to a place where they thought that they had 
a patent and copyright on God.”  
                                                                                                                             - Donald Barnhouse 
 
Matthew 3:7-9 (NKJV) “ 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 

Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 9 and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have 
Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from 
these stones.’”  

 
II.      False Security Is Based on Comprehension (V17b-24) 
 

A. The Possession of the Law (V17b-18) 
 

“The Jews did possess the truth, they did have the law of God, and what they had was a 
possession so rich, so magnificent, that it transcended the greatest insights and wisdom of 
even highest period of classical Greek culture. Moses had more wisdom than Plato. Jeremiah 
knew more truth than Aristotle. Amos understood righteousness far better than Socrates. This 
was not because these men had better minds or were by nature more acute thinkers. It was 
because,  by the grace of God, they had received revealed truth, God Himself had written on 
those tablets of stone and revealed from heaven what authentic wisdom was.”  
                                                                                                                                  - R. C. Sproul 
 
Jeremiah 7:3-7 (ESV) “ 3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and 
your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place. 4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This is 
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.’ 5 ‘For if you truly amend 
your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with another, 6 if you do not oppress 
the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do 
not go after other gods to your own harm, 7 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that 
I gave of old to your fathers forever.’” 
 
James 1:22 (NKJV) “ But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 
 
Romans 2:13 (NKJV) “ (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers 
of the law will be justified”. 



B. The Proclamation of the Law (V19-20) 
 

Matthew 23:4 (NKJV) “ For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.” 
 
 
James 2:17-18 (NKJV) “ 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But 
someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’ Show me your faith without your works, 
and I will show you my faith by my works.” 

 
 

C. The Phoniness Regarding the Law (V21-22) 
 

1. Stealing (V21b) 
 

Mark 11:17 (NKJV) “ Then He taught, saying to them, ‘Is it not written, 'My house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all nations'? But you have made it a 'den of thieves.' " 

 
2. Adultery (V22a) 
 
3. Robbing Temples (V22b) 

 
D. The Problem Because of the Law (V23-24) 

 
“People seem to think that the masses are outside the Christian church because our 
evangelistic methods are not what they ought to be. That is not the answer. People are outside 
the church because looking at us they say, ‘What is the point of being Christians? – look at 
them!’ They are judging Christ by you and by me. And you cannot stop them and you cannot 
blame them.”  
                                                                                                                      - Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 
III.     False Security Is based on Ceremony (V25-29) 
 

Deuteronomy 30:6 (NKJV) “ And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of 
your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 
live.” 
 
 
 


