
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 1-10-10 PM NOTES 
“GOD IS NOT PARTIAL” 

ROMANS 2:11-16 
#14 in Series, “Verse by Verse through Romans” 

 
• God’s Judgment Is According to Truth—Romans 2:2 (NKJV) “But we know that the judgment of 

God is according to truth against those who practice such things.” 
• God’s Judgment Is According to Wrath Stored Up Through Sins—Romans 2:5 (NKJV) “But in 

accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath 
in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God.” 

• God’s Judgment Is According to Righteousness—Romans 2:5b (NKJV) “…the righteous 
judgment of God.” 

• God’s Judgment Is According to Deeds—Romans 2:6 (NKJV) “who ‘will render to each one 
according to his deeds.’” 

• God’s Judgment Is Without Partiality—Romans 2:11 (NKJV) “For there is no partiality with God.” 
 
I.       The Principle Stated (v. 11) 
 

James 2:1-4 (NKJV) “1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with partiality. 2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine 
apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay attention to the 
one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, ‘You sit here in a good place,’ and say to the poor 
man, ‘You stand there,’ or, ‘Sit here at my footstool,’ 4 have you not shown partiality among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?” 
 
Acts 10:34 (NKJV) “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God shows no 
partiality.’” 
 
Galatians 2:6 (ESV) “And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no 
difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to 
me.” 
 
Ephesians 6:9 (NKJV) “And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, 
knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.”  
 
Colossians 3:25 (NKJV) “But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is 
no partiality.” 
 
1 Peter 1:17 (NKJV) “And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each 
one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear.” 
 
Revelation 5:9 (NKJV) “And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and 
to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation.’” 

 
II.      The Principle Illustrated (vv. 12-15) 
 

A. Those Who Have the Law (vv. 12-13) 
 

Luke 12:47-48 (NKJV) “47 And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not prepare 
himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he who did not 
know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to 
whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, 
of him they will ask the more.” 



Matthew 10:28 (NKJV) “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But 
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
 
Romans 3:20 (NKJV) “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 
 
James 2:10 (NKJV) “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is 
guilty of all.” 
 
Galatians 3:10 (NKJV) “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it 
is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book 
of the law, to do them.’" 
 
1 John 2:3-5 (NKJV) “3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. 4 He who says, ‘I know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in 
him. By this we know that we are in Him.” 

 
B. Those Who Do Not Have the Law (vv. 14-15) 
 

      Three reasons that the Gentiles without the Law of Moses are without excuse: 

1. The Law Written in Their Hearts (v. 15a) 
 

Romans 1:32a (NKJV) “who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who 
practice such things are deserving of death…”  

“But pagans, who have never heard of the Old Testament, do display what is called ‘civil 
acts of virtue’ or civic righteousness. We find pagans with enough human morality to 
take care of their children and to refrain from stealing. They don’t obey the whole of the 
law, for they don’t love God with all their hearts and all their minds, and all their souls. 
But this partial obedience reveals that there is a certain sense in which the law is written 
in their hearts.”  
                                                                                                                    — R. C. Sproul 

 
2. The Conscience (v. 15b) 

      “Knowledge shows what is right; the conscience approves of it and condemns the 
      contrary.” 
                                                                                                                     —Robert Haldane 
3.   The Memory (v. 15c) 

      “Your conduct, your conscience, and your thoughts are like the three men in the famous 
      painting of ‘The Spirit of ’76.’ The two drummers and the fife player all step briskly down 
      the road to conflict. Your conduct, your conscience, and your memory parade your 
      condemnation even before the judgment bar of God.”  
                                                                                                                 —Donald Barnhouse 
 

III.     The Principle Applied (v. 16) 
 

Hebrews 4:13 (NKJV) “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and 
open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” 
 

 
 


