
INTRODUCTION 
 
The man called Paul, or Saul of Tarsus, is portrayed as an apostle of Christ. He had a task to 

perform. But he was also a follower of Jesus, loved and redeemed. The last chapters of Acts 

show him in that light. We can identify with him. They are not so much about what he did as an 

apostle, but about what he endured as a believer. He shared in the suffering of Christ. In that 

sense he is an example to us, showing the sort of thing that can happen, and how Christ supports 

his people in those circumstances.  
Both travelled to Jerusalem, were rejected, misrepresented, assaulted, were victims of plots, 

heard the mob screaming for their death, and were put on trial five times. 
 
JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM 
 
The purpose of his journey was to convey God's blessing to his own people. He was bringing aid 

given by Gentile churches (24:17-19). They were indebted to the Jewish nation for Christ and his 

salvation, and expressed that by helping in time of famine.  
In that way he resembled Christ Jesus who brought healing and teaching to his people from God. 

But both were rejected by their own people. 
 
WARNED BUT PERSEVERING 
 
At each stage of the journey the Holy Spirit warned that trouble and imprisonment awaited Paul. 

The disciples in Tyre and Caesarea begged him not to go.  
The Scriptures warned that the Christ would suffer. Jesus told his disciples that. Simon Peter 

tried to dissuade him. But in Gethsemane his faith overcame his fear, and he committed himself 

to God's will and righteous judgement. Paul did likewise. 
This was not a 'martyr spirit' wanting death for its own sake. Both were working for the good of 

their people and obeying the commands of God in complete faith.  
 
FALSE ACCUSATION 
 
Part of Jesus' suffering was the slander he endured. No one loved humanity as he did. No one 

honoured God as he did. Yet he was portrayed as an enemy of the people and a blasphemer. 

What was most honourable became an occasion for slander and abuse. He did not retaliate, but 

committed himself to God the righteous judge.  
Similarly Paul was falsely accused. Although he did not regard the ceremonial law as binding on 

a Christian he willingly went through some of its rituals in order identify with the Jewish people 

and disprove the accusation that he was undermining their customs. It was that very act of 

support that his enemies used, portraying what was good as if it had been evil. Wilful 

misrepresentation is deeply frustrating and painful.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Suffering for the sake of Christ is sometimes God's will for his people. Jesus spoke about being 

expelled from the synagogues and "handed over" to enemies. In Jesus case it was because he 



bore his people's sins. But it was also in order to bear witness to the truth - of God's judgement 

and mercy.  
Paul was also being led in this way to bring Christ's name before earth's rulers. That may happen 

to other Christians. Our words and our bearing may be a good witness to Christ.  
In the months and years that followed many people heard the gospel from his lips who would not 

have heard it otherwise. 
There is another side to suffering for Christ's sake. We are sharing one of his most personal 

experiences, not only the pain but also the motive and the experience of God's salvation. That 

draws us together. 
We shrink from suffering, and should never enter it unnecessarily. But "the disciple is not above 

his Master, or the servant above his Lord". If Christ had not suffered we would be in hell. It is a 

small thing to endure with him; then we shall reign with him. 
 


