
Larger context 

All of Romans is nothing but a big courtroom. He uses the word “law” 52 times, “transgress” (5 times), 

“Justify” (4 times), “condemn” (3 times), “death” (20 times), “offense” (3 times), “intercede” (4 times), 

“sinner”/missing the mark (37 times), “judge” (10 times). He furthermore says that Adam is our federal head, 

bringing sin to us (Romans 5:12).  

This is good because Jesus assures our federal headship to life through faith (Romans 5:13-20). If you 

enjoy being “in Christ,” you must first admit you were “in Adam.” He said you “know the law” and you “keep 

on sinning” (Romans 1). Jews did the same (Romans 2). All have sinned (Romans 3) and are equally fallen 

short and are therefore equally redeemable (Romans 4). Paul knows what it is to be condemned in Adam 

(Romans 5) and in his old man (Romans 6-8). He also knows what it is to be declared “uncondemned.”  

In the chapters 11-16 he seems to be saying “Go out and live a life worth saving” beginning with the 

“therefore” of 12:1.
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Immediate Context 

There are a number of questions that Paul introduces to us that bring us to this passage of Scripture. As 

we have read Romans 8:18-21, we find that while life is difficult, it is not most difficult to us in light of God’s 

delight found in Genesis 1:31.  We find that Paul makes a connection between the sin of man and the dunking 

of creation. Though work became unfruitful and unpleasurable, the real sufferer in this evil world is the One 

Who invested Himself in His Great Work with which to begin.
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 God was proud of His creation. It was perfect, 

and it will be perfect again, Paul says, in these verses.
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 When we ask “How can God allow so much suffering?” the real question is “How can God suffer so 

much?” The chief sufferer in all this mess is the One Who is having His Blessed Work defaced. Gautama 

Buddha left his home and found different displays of suffering on a few different excursions from his father’s 

plush kingdom. His goal became easing the world’s suffering and much of his work evolved into allusionism—

the idea of only experiencing suffering because you have extreme passions. He should have known that nobody 

in the history of the world had suffered as God has done—first in creation, then in the crucifixion. If this is true, 

then we are left realizing that the best way to ease suffering is to preach the Gospel to hearts that are far from 

God: This eases mankind’s suffering, yes. However, it eases God’s suffering as each time one believes on Him, 

one more small facet of creation has surrendered to the Lordship of their Creator. This astounding thought 

brings us to five questions with responses that verge on “are you kidding?” realities. 

 

8:28-32  

And we know Notice what “we know” in verse 22 and what “we do not know” in verse 26, and you’ll find that 

it is a precious thing to know some things. that all things The things that make us groan (verse 22) and those 

things that drive us to consider suffering (verse 18) work You should be now asking…who is “working” this 

for good? Well, unless you think things take on a mind and volition of their own, you must assume that an All-

Powerful God is behind all of this. This is confirmed when we read verse 32 and find that Paul’s argument there 

is pointless if the Doer there is not the Doer here. We’ll pick that thought up in just a moment. together for 

good Nothing has been wasted. A divorce? All things. A major financial loss? Nothing. Nothing has been 

wasted. to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He 

foreknew, Christ said this equals salvation John 17:3. He wasn’t doing a crossword puzzle when you got saved. 

He knew you long before you knew Him. You didn’t catch Him by surprise. He had an intimate relationship 

with you long before you knew Him. He wasn’t hoping somebody would get saved. My, “he gave up His own 

Son” for all of this (8:32). He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, God, Who is our 

Father is Infinitely Good, and therefore, does what is conducive to our becoming like the Christ that died. The 

marvel in all of this is that we are driven to acknowledge that the pain is as much a gift from the Lord as the 

justification in the next verse and this process is typically called “sanctification.” that He might be the 
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2 Corinthians 5:14-6:1.  
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Moreover, sin came, not by Satan, but by man (Romans 5:12).  

3John 3:16, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20, and Colossians 1:20 seem to refer to this restoration of creation and that is if you briefly 
look past Revelation 21.   



firstborn among many brethren. Jesus wants lots of brothers. He desires a big family; lots of little siblings.
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30 Moreover whom He predestined, God wasn’t lost. He wasn’t looking at a map when we bumped into each 

other. these He also called; We were being drawn to this great errand of conforming to Christ’s image. whom 

He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, This wasn’t some sort of aloof and arbitrary 

winking at sins. Oh, now, we see a plaintiff who has nothing to say about us; a Plaintiff with no intimidation. 

The teeth is out of the accusation. One has already paid the price. One has already died the criminal’s death. 

This is absolutely legal. If this were a sort of half-hearted declaration of innocence then Christ needed not die. 

Know this, it happened because “God delivered up His Son” (8:32). these He also glorified. This is not 

hopefully going to occur. It is done. 31 What then shall we say to these things? What things? The things that, 

verse 28, are working together for good and the things that are making me more like Christ (v. 29) and are 

afflictions (v. 18) and If God is for us, who can be against us? Totally rhetorical. This has no answer. The 

obvious answer is “nobody.” After such expense…nobody.  

 

32 He who did not spare His own Son, Imagine the first time you consider the chief cause of Christ’s death is 

God the Father. A Roman hand? Yes, but God’s hand. Judas’ hand? Yes, but God’s hand. Herod’s hand? Yes, 

but God’s hand? Pilate’s hand? Yes, but God’s hand. Satanically-driven hands? Yes…but even behind that we 

find God doing His Work despite them. but delivered Him up for us all, As one has already paid this horrible 

price, we have a prison into which we gain no admissions. We are, after all, free of condemnation.  

 

He could have killed us where we stood, 

the Lion's wrath will not be tamed. 

Mighty jaws stayed shut, 

He fought through gritted teeth and bleeding fangs. 

 

Bruised and torn, He clawed, He scraped, 

He fiercely pushed for Calvary. 

And this Man, the Beast, 

He climbed the hill and roared in agony. 

 

Lion Man of Judah, let Your wrath pass over me. 

Lion Man of Judah, will You climb up on that tree. 

 

And be... 

Crushed for the sins that I have transgressed, 

Torn limb from limb, now stricken, oppressed. 

 

Lion Man of Judah will You climb up on that tree. 

Lion Man of Judah will You die, die for me. 

 

Like a Lamb before His shearers, so He opened not His mouth. 

Like a Lion, if He had, then we would all have been devoured. 

Like a Man, He tasted death, He drank destruction to the dregs. 

Like a King, His will advanced, He marched on like the prophets said. 

 

Lion Man of Judah, let Your wrath pass over me. 

Lion Man of Judah, will You climb up on that tree. 

 

Weep no more, the wrath is on the tree. 

Weep no more, there's no more left for me.
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4Galatians 3:8; Hebrews 2:10; 1 John 3:1-2; Revelation 5:9; 7:10-12  
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how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Now then, we have two questions which have the 

same consequence? “Who shall be against us” (verse 31) and “how shall he not freely give us all things” (verse 

32) speak of the very same reality. If God is the Doer of the delivering up [of Jesus], then He is the Doer of the 

“working” in verse 28. This is powerful: God is just as active in our lives as He was when was working behind 

the scenes on Calvary. So Paul’s main point here is not Calvary, it’s those secured through Calvary (v 29). 

 

all things The cures to our infirmities (8:26); the easing to our suffering (8:21); the things moving us to a 

conformity of Jesus (8:29). These are given to us, naturally, because, Christ paid. All things are ours. 

 
My Savior’s sacrifice paid for all my sin  

So in my suffering I look to the cross again  

No need, no want, no trial, no pain  

Can compare to this  

The wrath of God, once meant for me  

Was all spent on Him  

 

Before the Cross, I humbly bow  

I place my trust in the Savior  

Your finished work captures my gaze  

You bore the wrath, I know the grace.
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8:33  

Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? A Prosecutor without argumentation is seen here. Who will 

approach the God of all the earth and say “what you provided in Christ was not enough?” What worse can we 

do than has already been done? We are equally damnable, it seems. We are horribly guilty of killing the Christ. 

What worse can we do?  

 Who will take you from the shadow of the Almighty? Who will approach to the Holy Hill and creep 

under the wings of the Great One and snatch you out? You! You, elect one! Who will take you, you chosen one 

and charge you? 1 Peter 2:6 is kind enough to define “elect” as “precious,” and we say, “Who can come near to 

Our God and take one of His “precious ones?” 

 

It is God who justifies. Well, then, who will charge us in His court room? We can go no lower in our sin which 

has been done already. As I ate of the fruit in Adam, I nailed the Christ to the tree. Yet…mysteriously…we can 

go no higher than justification He grants. Who will find us charged in any room after having received a 

declaration of guiltlessness from the Mighty God Who judges all flesh? 

 Good news for the weary soul: If you are feeling low, find that you can get no higher than being “in 

Christ.” Look at verse 39 and find the reality that all things of eternal value are found “in Christ Jesus.” Good 

news for the proud Christian: you can find no lower stature than being “in Christ,” the one Who stooped so low 

as to allow us to say “God bent to His knees.” What mystery. I can serve you. We were equally as low and are 

equally as high. 

 

8:34  

Who is he who condemns? A Punishment with no actuation. A total and irreverent lack of concern comes to us 

who are impregnably defensed by the Mighty Arm of Our God. Not just “who will bring a charge,” but “who 

will attempt to sentence you? Who will bring such a case and make such an accusation that holds any weight in 

the greatness of God’s courthouse? I scan the heights of stars and angel armies and cry out “Will any of you 

find fault with me?” They glance at God and His Christ and say nothing. I look to those who have known me 

and my past and say “Do any of you find just cause to take my Christ and I and plunge us to unworthiness?” 

                                                             
6https://sovereigngracemusic.bandcamp.com/track/before-the-cross [accessed June 4, 2016] 

https://sovereigngracemusic.bandcamp.com/track/before-the-cross


They must remain mute. I stare at those who suspect and expect my failures to come and I demand: “set your 

sights lower!” I am in Christ for it says It is Christ who died, Since Christ already died and the wages of sin is 

death (Romans 6:23), who is going to approach the judge and say “he needs to die for his sin?” and 

furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. If you 

wish to bring charges; if you wish to condemn me, you must leap above the merits of Christ! With hands on 

hips, and courage in my heart, and gratitude in my quaking brow, Christ and I stare and glare at the demons of 

Hell and cry “which of you will condemn me?” 

 Are you “in Christ?” We find 8:1 says you have no “condemnation.” The One who is a perfect defense 

attorney—has never lost a case—is not worried. By the way, with all this talk about self-esteem, shouldn’t we 

give a little more thought to what Christ and God think about us? 8:31 already told us that “if God is for us, 

who/what does it matter what other opinions are out there?”  

 

8:35-39  

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? A Position with no separation tells me my relationship is 

based on a fixed fight. We begin the chapter with “no condemnation” and end with “no separation.”
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 We’re 

Good to Go! We are striving towards survival from a perspective of enjoyment. We are in Christ and find our 

love in Christ. His love is God loving us through Him (8:39) and our loving Him (8:28) is only available 

through the heart-softening process to which He has enlisted us (8:29-30).  Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed 

all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things Back to verse 32 and 

verse 28—those things used for our good and His glory—we are more than conquerors This word actually 

means that we are “above vanquishing.”
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 Get your value from that which matters. If you get your value from 

your career, what happens when it vanishes? through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor 

height nor depth, nor any other created thing, “Let me name everything you think could separate you.” This 

is not meant to be anything other than a good summary of all those things that seem to threaten us. shall be able 

to separate us from the love of God That love that conquers through us and for us (verse 35) and identifies us 

(verse 28) which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Lastly, it seems fitting to say that if we are loved because we are 

in Christ and our value comes from this realization, so also should we thusly love one another who share this 

fine status. 
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