
His Name (Isaiah 9:6, 7) 

By Pastor Jeff Alexander (12/21/2014) 

Introduction  

1. Gadsby’s Hymns #557 is written on the text, “In his name shall the Gentiles trust” (Matt. 

12:21). 

How sweet and precious is the name  

Of Jesus Christ, the Lord, the Lamb,  

  To sinners in distress! 

A name just suited to their case; 

Pregnant with mercy, truth, and grace,  

  With strength and righteousness.  

His name, as Jesus, suits them well;  

He saves from sin, wrath, law, and hell,  

  From guilt and slavish fears.  

His name is Wonderful indeed;  

An able counselor, to plead,  

  Just suits a case like theirs.  

Immanuel! Thrice blessed name!  

The God we trust is still the same!  

 An endless Father, He;  

A most illustrious Prince of Peace;   

A Tower, a precious Hiding place,  

 Is Jesus Christ to me. 

Yes, if his name be Lord of Hosts,   

Of his mighty power I'll boast;  

  He all my foes shall quell;  

He’s all the helpless soul can need;   

No ointment put on Aaron’s head,  

  Could give so sweet a smell. 

In Him the Gentile church shall trust;   

Of Him shall sing; of Him shall boast;  

   On Him cast all their care;  

He is their God, and they shall know    

What His Almighty power can do,  

   Nor death nor danger fear.  

 

2. Last week, we examined the context of this text. 

a. Ahaz, descendant of David, occupied the throne of Judah at the time when the northern 

kingdom of Israel allied with Aramean Syria in order to invade Judah.   

b. Fear and distress seized Jerusalem as Judah prepared for the inevitable invasion. 

c. God, however, sent word through His prophet, Isaiah, that they should not worry because 

God was going destroy this alliance before they could follow through with their plan. 

3. Assyria would be the rod of God’s judgment on the rebellious and sinning Samaria.  

a. Nevertheless, stubborn and unbelieving Judah would not escape the flood if she did not 

turn from her occult ways in repentance and trust in Yahweh alone to keep and protect 

her (7:17). 

b. The king stood for the people in his arrogance, declining to so little as to ask a sign from 

Yahweh (7:12). 

c. Instead, Ahaz’s unbelief and scheming led him to rob the temple so that he could bribe the 

king of Assyria to protect Judah (2 Chron. 28:21, 24–25).  

4. The Lord would give the sign anyway: “The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 

call his name Immanuel” (7:14).  

a. The double fulfillment first led to the immediate sign of the child Maher-shalal-hash-baz—

“Quick-Pickings-Easy Prey” (J.B. Phillips). 



b. Trusting evil to protect from evil invited the stubborn nation to experience the very torrent 

she had unwisely unleashed (8:5-8). 

c. However, for Immanuel’s sake, the limit was set (10:24-27).  

5. Jesus Christ is alluded to over and over in this section (chapters 7-11) but particularly in 

8:12-16.  

a. He is “the Lord of Hosts” (8:12, 13; see 1 Pet. 3:14, 15) who does these things. 

b. He is the “Sanctuary, the Stone of stumbling and Rock of offence” (8:14, 15; see Luke 

20:18; Rom. 9:33; 1 Pet. 2:7, 8) to judge the offending nations. 

c. Indeed, as He is the only hope for the salvation of anyone, so Jesus Christ is to be feared as 

the Judge of all sin and disobedience (Acts 17:31).  

6. Thus, we are brought to ask, what are the qualifications He possesses to accomplish this 

work?  

a. He wears the robe of kingly authority upon His shoulders. 

b. He bears the name suited to His government. 

c. His authority and name secure for Him an enduring peace on a Davidic throne established 

and upheld by justice and righteousness for an unending glorious kingdom to come! 

This morning, let us examine the NAME.  

I. Name in Scripture  

1. The Messiah, prophesied in the text, is to be given a name. 

a. The temptation is to see the following four (or five) descriptives as that name, but if so, 

why the singular? 

b. Name in Scripture is more descriptive than nominative. In other words, name identifies the 

character of the one who bears it (Matt. 6:9). 

c. One’s name, then, honors the character as rightly reflected in the name. Thus, we are 

warned not to take the name of the Lord in vain (Ex. 20:7).   

2. There are many individual names given to God. Individual names are used to identify God 

as they relate to certain aspects of His revelation of Himself. 

a. The angel instructed Joseph, “You shall call His name Jesus [Joshua, meaning Savior] for 

He shall save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). 

b. The child of Isaiah 7:14 was to be called Immanuel (“God with us”) because He would 

fulfill God’s promise to be always with His people (Deut. 31:8).  

3. The singular “name,” however, as used in Isaiah 9:6, refers to what He is, not who He is. 

a. In one case, we read, “You shall call His name,” but in this case we read, “His name shall 

be called.” 

b. So, the first question is what does name refer to? 



c. The answer is found in vv. 1-5 of this 8
th

 chapter as it pertains to Judah’s failure to trust 

Yahweh in her emergency. God was going bring in the Promised One (Gen. 3:15), the 

Lord of hosts, whom they were to honor as holy (8:12)—the Messiah. 

II. Messiah’s Character Described  

1. The four- (or five-) fold designation that follows describes the Messiah; they are facets of 

the name.  

a. All these attributes are unique to the God-man who is King of kings. No mere human ruler 

could ever identify himself with these titles (Jer. 17:5). 

b. The first, “Wonderful,” may stand by itself, as some commentators suggest. 

c. Generally, however, it is taken to modify “Counselor.” We will examine it in this way. 

2. The Christ is a Divine Counselor (Judges 13:18; Isa. 11:2).  

a. Wonderful (Hebrew: peleʾ, wonder) is used exclusively of God in His acts of salvation and 

judgment (Isa. 25:1; 28:29; Ex. 15:11; Psa. 77:12).  

b. What greater help could one get than from a king whose absolute wisdom and power are 

the primary source of all things? He is the highest and most perfect teacher. 

b. Behold the glorious wisdom of Christ the Lord (Col. 2:3; John 7:15; Matt. 12:42; 1 Cor. 

1:24)! 

3. Christ is the Mighty Champion (Hebrew: el gibbor; Deut. 10:17; Psa. 24:8). 

a. Not only has Christ the wisdom to do anything, he also possesses the power to do so (Gen. 

18:14; Jer. 32:27; Isa. 10:21). 

b. Jesus is the true super-hero, and we are in a contest with the powers of darkness (Eph. 

6:12). No ordinary and human prince will suffice in this life-or-death struggle (Rom. 

8:37).  

4. Christ is the Father of eternity (John 5:24). 

a. He is not only the author (source or originator) of eternal life, but He is the tender, faithful, 

and wise trainer, guardian, and provider for His people, especially in the eternal state (Isa. 

22:21).  

b. Christ watches over and guides His church and His people as a Father, wise and able to 

bring them to their perfect home. 

5. Christ is the Prince of Peace (Psa. 29:11). 

a. He is the cause of full and perfect happiness—the state of shalom (John 14:27; Rom. 5:1; 

Matt. 11:28, 29).  

b. The state of shalom is that desirable place under the wise dominion of Christ where 

believers live a quiet and blessed life in obedience to King Jesus (Col. 3:15). Outside 

Him we are restless and miserable (Isa. 48:22). 

 


