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Well, let’s turn, please, in our Bibles to 2 Corinthians chapter 13, the book of 2 
Corinthians, the 13th chapter.   
 
Now it is obvious that we are coming to the conclusion of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians 
and one of the things that we have seen in this letter is that the Corinthians have been 
examining Paul as to whether or not he is a true apostle, as to whether or not he is a true 
Christian.   
 
You recall back in chapter 10 and in verse seven he says, “Do ye look on things after the 
outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s, let him of himself 
think this again, that, as he is Christ’s, even so are we Christ’s.”1 
 
And so they had questioned his ministerial conduct. They had questioned his apostolic 
credentials. They didn’t question the legitimacy of his conversion.   
 
Now as they had been questioning Paul and examining Paul, he has been defending 
himself.  He has been explaining himself.  He has been setting forth the proofs of his 
conversion, the defense of his ministerial conduct, the proof of his apostolic credentials.  
He has been, if you will, on the stand. They have been the inquisitors. He has pled his 
defense.  
 
But in our text tonight, Paul turns the tables on the Corinthians and he says to them, “You 
have spent a long time examining me.” He says, “Now it is time for you to examine 
yourselves.”   
 
We can spend a lot of time focusing on other people and whether they are living just right 
and talking just right and acting just right, according to biblical standards. But how much 
time do we spend examining ourselves as to whether we are living right and acting right 
and talking right?  And, really, that is where the focus of our attention should be.  Am I a 
hypocrite? Am I someone who is a true believer in Christ? Is my behavior what it ought 
to be according to the biblical standard? 

                                                
1 2 Corinthians 10:7.  
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And so Paul, having been examined for some 13 chapters now says to the Corinthians in 
2 Corinthians chapter 13 and verse five, “Examine yourselves.”  
 
He says: 
 

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. 
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye 
be reprobates?  But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.2 

 
So Paul has said, “I have made the case for me.  It is time for you to make the case for 
you. I am a real apostle. I am a real minister. I am a real Christian.  Are you? Are you real 
Christians?” That is the question he is asking. That is the challenge he is throwing out to 
these people.  
 
And so he says to them in verse seven, “Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we 
should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as 
reprobates.”3 
 
Even if we were, in fact, reprobates, you still need to be doing the right thing.   
 
And, of course, the proof that he is not a reprobate, verse eight, is: 
 
“For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.”4 
 
And that is how you know the difference between real Christians and fake Christians, is 
that real ones do what the truth of the Scriptures tell them to do. The fake ones are 
constantly contradicting the truth. A real Christian does nothing against the truth. If the 
truth of the Scriptures says X, he does X.   The false Christian, of course, does many 
things against the truth.  When the Scripture says something that they don’t like, they just 
blow it off, the explain it away or they twist it to mean what they hope for it to mean.   
 
The difference between those who are reprobate and those who are in the faith is the 
difference between what they do for the truth or what they do against the truth.  
 
And so Paul says in verse nine, “For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: 
and this also we wish, even your perfection,”5 to complete maturity.   
 
And so he says, “If after all this that has been said we still appear weak, that is fine. We 
just want you to be strong. Be strong in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.  And in the 
strength of that faith demonstrate yourself not to be reprobates. Prove your own selves 
that Christ, in fact, is in you.” 

                                                
2 2 Corinthians 13:5-6. 
3 2 Corinthians 13:7. 
4 2 Corinthians 13:8. 
5 2 Corinthians 13:9. 
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So the call that Paul gives to the Corinthians is to examine yourselves with reference to 
your salvation.  And that is the challenge that we are going to be taking to ourselves this 
evening, the challenge that is contained in 2 Corinthians 13 and verse five to examine 
ourselves whether we be in the faith, prove our own selves. 
 
“Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you...”6 
 
Because if he is not, then you are a reprobate.   
 
So this evening we want to talk about the necessity of the assurance of salvation, the 
necessity of being assured that Christ is in us and we are not reprobates. 
 
Now, having the assurance that we are true Christians, that we are truly saved, is the most 
important issue facing any human being in his entire lifetime.  The most important issue 
facing any person is where are you going to spend eternity.   
 
It says in Mark eight and verse 36: 
 

For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?7 

 
So there is nothing more important in the world and there is nothing more important than 
the whole world put together than the state of your own soul of where it is going to spend 
eternity.  The stakes, as to whether you are saved and whether you are not, are enormous, 
because, on the one hand, salvation results in the greatest happiness and peace and 
enjoyment and satisfaction and fulfillment that is conceivable or possible.  
 
The psalmist spoke of the joy of this salvation in Psalm 16.  And in Psalm chapter 16 and 
in verses five through 11 he said this. 
 
“The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup.”8 
 
He says, as a result of that, he maintains my lot, my condition. 
 
“The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.”9 
  
And that is the possession of all of those who have true saving faith in the Lord. The Lord 
is the portion of their inheritance and their cup. 
 
The result, verse seven,  “I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel; My heart 
also instructs me in the night seasons.  I have set the LORD always before me.”10 

                                                
6 2 Corinthians 13:8. 
7 Mark 8:36-37. 
8 Psalm 16:5. 
9 Psalm 16:6. 
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“For to me, to live is Christ.”11 
 

Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.  Therefore my heart 
is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope.  For You 
will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption.  You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is 
fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.12 

 
Now without taking much time to expound the passage, you can see that here is someone 
who was enormously blessed.  All things in life, all things in death, all things in eternity, 
all is good and blessed and filled with joy and happiness and peace.   
 
And, indeed, as we read the book of Revelation chapter 21 and chapter 22 about being in 
the presence of the Lord in eternity in heaven, se see that it is a place of unimaginable 
and indescribable blessing.   
 
It says in Revelation 21:3-7: 
 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.  And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away.  And he that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these 
words are true and faithful.  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst 
of the fountain of the water of life freely.  He that overcometh shall inherit 
all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.13 

 
Now there are no greater blessings in the universe than to experience these kinds of 
blessings.   
 
It says in Psalm 31 and verse 19, “Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up 
for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the 
sons of men!”14 
 
And so the greatness or the goodness of God and the blessings of God and the condition 
of the redeemed is beyond description. It is beyond imagination. It is infinitely blessed to 
be a saved person, to be in the Lord. 

                                                
10 Psalm 16:7-8. 
11 Philippians 1:21. 
12 Psalm 16:8-11. 
13 Revelation 21:3-7. 
14 Psalm 31:19. 



Page 5 of 21 
 

 
On the other hand, the failure to be saved results in the greatest misery and anguish and 
sorrow and regret and pain that man has the capacity to experience.  The condition of the 
lost is described in horrific terms in the Scripture.   
 
In Revelation 21:8 it speaks of the lake that burns with fire and brimstone into which all 
of the lost are cast.   
 
In Matthew 22 and verse 13 it speaks of that as being a place of outer darkness where 
there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.  
 
In Daniel 12 and verse two it speaks of it as a place of shame and everlasting contempt.   
 
In Mark 9:44 it speaks of it as the fire that shall never be quenched, where the worm dies 
not. 
 
In Matthew 25:41 we are told it is everlasting fire. 
 
And in Revelation 14:10-11 it says the smoke of their torment ascends up day and night 
and they have no rest day or night forever and ever.   
 
And so what we see is that on the one hand salvation results in the greatest happiness and 
peace and enjoyment and satisfaction conceivable.  And on the other hand the failure to 
be saved results in the greatest misery and anguish and sorrow and regret and pain that 
man has the capacity to experience. 
 
Now the contract between these two states could not be more stunning. One is clear off 
the scale in this direction and the other is clear off the scale in that direction. Either 
infinite blessing or infinite misery. Those are the stakes that are involved as to whether or 
not you are in the faith.   
 
To have salvation is to have more than everything.  To not be saved is to be worse than if 
you had never existed at all.   
 
And so what we want to do then this evening is take seriously this command in 2 
Corinthians 13 and verse five in which it says, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in 
you, except ye be reprobates?”15 
 
So in the first place, then, this evening, let us consider together the commandment given.   
 
Now the commandment given is in verse five and it is couched in this language, 
“Examine yourselves... prove yourselves.” 
 

                                                
15 2 Corinthians 13:5.  
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“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.”16 
 
Now the word “examine” means to put to the test. When you examine something you 
scrutinize it.  You look it over in great detail. You endeavor to understand every aspect of 
it.  To prove one’s self means to examine a quality of the item that you are looking at. 
 
Those of us who hunt have rifles made out of proof steel. The steel has been proven to 
have the strength to contain the power of the explosion of the rifle cartridge.  
 
And so it is with Christians.  We are to scrutinize the quality and the reality and the 
genuineness of whether or not we are saved. 
 
Now what is interesting in this text in verse five is he says to us, “Examine yourselves, 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves?”17 
 
It is not my job to ensure that you are saved.  It is your job to ensure that you are saved.  I 
can’t guarantee my wife’s salvation or my child’s salvation or my church member’s 
salvation. I have to search after and seek out my own salvation.  
 
Now I pray and I do all I can to help them find salvation, too, but ultimately no one can 
do that for you.  You have to do be involved in your own salvation. You are not going to 
skate into heaven on somebody else’s shirt tail. You have to examine yourselves. 
 
So don’t spend a lot of time worrying about other people, whether so and so is saved.   
 
Now, obviously there is reasons why we need to make those judgments and pass them 
with reference to admitting people to church membership and all those kinds of things 
and as to what this person needs.  Do they need the gospel or not? But the great focus is 
not, well, is she saved? Is he saved?  The great focus is am I saved.  
 
So he says, “Examine yourselves.” Three times he says, “Your selves, your selves, your 
own selves. Look to yourself.”  Don’t worry about others so much as you worry about 
yourselves. 
 
Now here is what we are examining, what we are looking for.  He says, “Know ye not 
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?”18 
 
Now the thing that you are examining, the thing that you are putting to the test and 
proving the quality of is whether Christ indwells your person.   
 
The indwelling of Christ and union with Christ is the experience of every true believer. 
And Galatians two and verse 20 Paul says, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 

                                                
16 Ibid.  
17 Ibid.  
18 Ibid.  
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live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”19 
 
And so the point is that when a person is saved, Christ is not someone external to them. 
Christ is someone who is internal to them as it says, “ Know ye not your own selves, how 
that Jesus Christ is in you,”20 that is, indwells you and is in union with you. 
 
In Romans eight and verse 10 it says, “And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because 
of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”21 
 
“But if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”22 
 
So our relationship with Jesus Christ is the determining factor as to whether we are saved 
or whether we are not, whether we are in the faith or whether we are reprobates.   
 
Now this word “reprobate” we often thing of some bum living under the bridge that is all 
corrupted and defiled and we think, “Oh, he is an old reprobate.” That is not what the text 
means. We use the word reprobate in a different way than it is used here in our passage.  
 
The word “reprobate” here means unapproved. It means rejected when put to the test.  
And so when examined as to whether or not they are in Christ, these people who are 
reprobates simply fail to pass the test.   
 
We have had a couple of people who have had to take board exams for medical 
certifications. And, you know, if they had failed those examines they would have been 
reprobate with reference to that standard. They would have been rejected. They didn’t 
pass the test. They were examined and found inadequate in terms of having the 
qualifications they need to be admitted into the society and so they were kept outside of 
the society. They were rejected. And that is what the word reprobate means here. It 
means to fail to pass the test upon examination.   
 
Now there are several conclusions, three, to be exact, that I want to point out to you that 
we can draw out of this statement in verse five.  Clearly we are either in one condition or 
we are in the other and there is no possible third condition to be in.  Paul says, “Examine 
yourselves whether you be in the faith or whether you be reprobate.” Those are the two 
possibilities, right? Either you are saved or you are lost.  Either you have been embraced 
by God or you are being rejected by God. And so there is no middle ground. There is no 
third alternative. You are either totally saved or we are completely lost. We are either in 
the faith or else we are reprobate. 
 
Everyone in this world is just in one of two possible categories. And the question is: 
What category are you in?   

                                                
19 Galatians 2:20.  
20 2 Corinthians 13:5.  
21 Romans 8:10.  
22 Romans 8:9. 
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The second conclusion we can draw out of this passage is not only that we are either in 
one condition or the other, but thing we can draw out is that self examination is a 
responsibility we all have. Twice he says, “Examine yourself, prove yourself, put 
yourself to the test of self examination. 
 
Now usually other people administer tests to us.  If you are study for a board exam or 
something you go and they give you the test and then they evaluate the test. 
 
Well, there is no testing board. You get to take your own test and you get to grade your 
own test.   
 
Now if you cheat and give yourself a passing score, I am a Christian and you are really 
not, then the test checker on the day of judgment will invalidate your score and 
conclusion. 
 
So be honest.  Self examination is a responsibility we all have. We have to examine 
ourselves. We have to prove ourselves. We have to put ourselves to the test. And it 
doesn’t do to cheat on the test, because if you do, all is you are doing is hurting yourself 
and deceiving yourself and setting yourself up for a very unhappy outcome on the day of 
judgment. 
 
So many people give themselves a false assurance of salvation. It is not based on solid 
biblical proof. 
 
The third conclusion we can draw from this passage is that the state of our salvation can 
be determined through self examination.  The state of our salvation can be determined 
through self examination.   
 
Now when Paul says, “Examine yourselves, whether you be in the faith,”23 he is not 
sending us on a fool’s errand. We can find out the answer to the question.  And so the 
state of our salvation can be determined through self examination. The presence of saving 
faith or the lack of saving faith, the presence of the indwelling Christ or the lack of the 
indwelling Christ can be discovered by the inquirer.   
 
And so we need not remain in a state of doubt or uncertainty regarding whether we are 
saved or not.  
 
In 1 John five and verse 13 John says, “These things have I written unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye 
may believe on the name of the Son of God.”24 
 

                                                
23 2 Corinthians 13:5.  
24 1 John 5:13.  
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So the Bible tells us we can know if we have eternal life or not. And so we can’t afford 
not to know. This matter is so important that we can’t go through life saying, “You know, 
I really hope I am saved, but I am not sure.”  
 
Now there are a lot of religions, works based religions, that put you in that frame of mind 
and put you in that condition because, you know, if you are earning your salvation, how 
do you know if you have ever fully earned it. And that is why works based salvations, 
which are all other religions besides Christianity can never provide any assurance of 
salvation to those who practice those religions.  
 
Now someone may, in fact, be saved and they may have doubts about their salvation. 
They may go through a period of uncertainty for various reasons as to whether or not they 
are truly converted. But that condition of uncertainty, am I saved, am I not saved, is not 
something God has designed to go on for a long time.   It is something that is designed to 
be resolved. 
 
When Paul says, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith,”25 he is clearly saying 
you can find out the answer. 
 
Now the examination process may take a while. It may take a few months. For some it 
may go over a period of a few years. But it is certainly not intended to last a lifetime. For 
some it is just a few moments. 
 
And so this issue must be settled.  We should have boldness in peace and confidence in 
our eternal destiny. And the gospel is designed to give that to those who sincerely 
embrace it and who sincerely embrace Christ as their Lord and Savior.  
 
And that is why Hebrews 10 and verse 22 says, “ Let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water.”26 
 
And so the idea that we would have a clear conscience before God and we would have a 
public profession before men, yes, I am a Christian and to have that be something that we 
can speak with confidence. Like Paul says back in chapter 10 and in verse seven. He 
says, “We are Christ’s.”  
 
He wasn’t in uncertainty about whether he was a Christian or not. And so we, as the 
people of God, ought to be able to say, “I am in the faith. Christ is in me. On the day of 
judgment God will not reject me. God will embrace me.”  
 
And that is the assurance that every true and sincere believer in Christ ought to be able to 
obtain. 
 
How?  By self examination.   
                                                
25 2 Corinthians 13:5.  
26 Hebrews 10:22. 
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Now that leads me to my second major point. Having seen the commandment given 
which is examine yourselves, notice in the second place the examination to be made.  The 
commandment given and now the examination to be made.   
 
Now when Paul says “Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith,”27 he didn’t 
provide them with a list of questions to ask themselves in order to answer the question. 
He threw it out there, but he didn’t say, “Use this as a checklist. And after you go through 
the checklist and take the test, then you can know.” 
 
Now, such check lists do exist in the Scriptures, but there is not one in this passage.  The 
only checklist he sets forth here is that, number one, in verse seven that you do no evil 
and, number two, verse eight, that you do nothing against the truth before the truth.   
 
So he says if you do good and you serve the truth, you can have the assurance that you 
are in the faith and that Christ is in you.   
 
But in order to pick up more detail on these points we are going to have to turn to another 
passage. 
 
So let’s turn, please, in our Bibles to 2 Peter chapter one.   
 
Now Peter gives us a method whereby we can be sure that we are going to have 
ministered to us an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.   
 
Follow along, then, as I read 2 Peter chapter one verses one to 11.  
 
“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like 
precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”28 
 
Peter is saying about these people to whom he is writing that they are saved. They have 
obtained the same faith he has.  They have obtained the righteousness of God.   
 
Verse two. 
 

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, 
and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us 
all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust.29 

                                                
27 2 Corinthians 13:5.  
28 2 Peter 1:1.  
29 2 Peter 1:20-4. 
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You see, that is the aspect of the divine nature, the moral aspect, the one that escapes 
corruption through lust, not one that becomes omniscient or omnipresent. We don’t share 
God’s essence, but we do share his moral nature that is the opposite of the corruption that 
is in the world through lust. 
 
And now he begins to tell us what that looks like. 
 
Verse five. 
 

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; 
and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity.  For if these things be in you, and abound, they 
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot 
see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.   
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:   For so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.30 

 
Now we are not going to give a real detailed exposition of this passage, but I want to hit 
the highlights.  And the point that Peter is making here is that people who have saving 
faith in Christ don’t just have faith. 
 
You know, a lot of people say, “Well, I believe. I am saved.” 
 
Peter says, “Ok. I am really glad to hear you have saving faith.  Add something to it.”  
 
Verse five. 
 
“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith...”31 
 
And then he lists several items here. He says, first of all, “Add to your faith virtue.”32 
 
Virtue is moral strength. People who are saved are strong to practice what is morally right 
and they are strong to reject what is morally wrong as Paul said in 2 Corinthians chapter 
13 and verses five and following that they don’t do evil.   
 
And then he says, “Add to your faith knowledge.” That is, those who are saved not only 
are strong to practice what is morally right and reject what is morally wrong, but they 
constantly work to increase their knowledge both of the content of Scripture and the 

                                                
30 2 Peter 1:5-11. 
31 2 Peter 1:5.  
32 Ibid.  
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meaning of Scripture.  And so they do what is morally right. They reject what is morally 
wrong. They study the Word of God and increase their knowledge of its content and its 
meaning.  
 
Then, thirdly, they are to add to their faith what? Self control, temperance. They exercise 
mastery over their passions so they are fulfilled, not in an ungodly fashion, but in a godly 
fashion.   
 
Hey, God has given us passions, right? There is a lot of powerful drives we have in our 
life and those drives are good, but they have to be directed in the channels God has 
designed for them to be directed into and not outside of those channels. And so a self 
controlled person is not one who sits ascetical and does nothing.  The self controlled 
person is one who takes  their drives and their passions which are God given and directs 
them into the God provided channels for their expression.   
 
Asceticism is never the means of self control. Self control is taking that which God has 
given us and directing it into the way in which God has directed.   
 
And then the fourth virtue that is mentioned here is patience.  That is, these people who 
have saving faith, these people who have escaped the corruption of the world through 
lust, these people who are partakers of God’s moral nature, these people who are objects 
of God’s divine power, these people who share the like precious faith are patient. They 
restrain themselves from having sinful responses to difficult circumstances and seek to 
maintain a good attitude while going through those difficult circumstances while waiting 
for them to be resolved in God’s time and in God’s ways.   
 
Patience is recognizing, you know what, my circumstance right now isn’t the way I want 
it to be.  And impatience then says, I will fix it my way in my time to my satisfaction.  
Godly patience says, “I will wait on God’s time and God’s way to resolve it in God’s 
fashion and until that is able to take place, I will suffer long with a good attitude while I 
am waiting for God in his providence to resolve this situation. It is called forbearance.   
 
And then they are to add to their faith, not only virtue, knowledge, temperance and 
patience, but godliness. Godliness is simply being God centered.  Those how practice 
godliness are God centered people who have God as the central organizing principles of 
their lives and who have God constantly in their thoughts. 
 
A godly person is simply someone who revolves around God and God is the focus of 
their life.  It doesn’t mean they never sin. It means God is the core and the heart of who 
they are.  
 
The sixth virtue that is mentioned here is brotherly kindness. This is love for Christian 
brethren.   Those who are genuinely saved love their Christian brethren and work hard at 
showing that love by ministering to them and by thinking the best of them.   
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Jesus says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.”33 
 
And the way we manifest our attitude towards Christ is the way we manifest our attitude 
towards our fellow believer, because if the believer is in Christ the way you treat the 
believer is the way you are treating Christ.  
 
And that is why Jesus evaluates the genuineness of our salvation or not on the day of 
judgment by how we treated other Christians.   
 
He says, “I was hungry and you fed me.  I was thirsty and you gave me to drink. I was 
naked and you clothed me. I was in prison and you visited me. I was sick and you came 
to me.” 
 
And the people go, “When did we treat you like that? You weren’t like here on the earth 
in those conditions when you were on the earth.” 
 
And he says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me, because I and Christians are of a piece. I am in them. They are in 
me.” 
 
And so brotherly kindness, saying, “Here is one of Christ’s, I will serve them. I will 
minister to them. I will love them, because that is now I love Jesus.” 
 
And then, seventh, add to brotherly kindness charity. And it is a translation of the Greek 
work agaph (ag-ah’-pay).  And it is the word that means love. And it is distinct from this 
issue of brotherly love in this context. By the way, kindness has to do with the love that 
we show to our Christian brethren. Here this love is a love to others in spite of who they 
are, in spite of how they act or in spite of the attitudes they express. They love their 
enemies with no expectation of ever being loved back, just like God loved us when we 
didn’t love him back. 
 
Now is this pattern of behavior of these seven virtues that our text mentions that 
constitute the test, the examination that we are taking?  You say you have repented of 
your sins. You say you have faith in Jesus Christ. Wonderful.  If that is the case and you 
are sincere and genuine in your faith, then you are going to add to that faith being strong 
to do what is right, being strong to reject what is wrong. You are going to seek to increase 
in the knowledge of both the content and meaning of Scripture.  You are going to 
exercise mastery over your passions so they are expressed in a God designed channel and 
fashion. You are going to restrain yourselves from sinful responses to difficult 
circumstances. You are going to seek to maintain a good attitude while going through 
those difficult circumstances, while waiting for them to be resolved in God’s way and in 
God’s time. God is going to be at the center of your life. He is going to be constantly in 

                                                
33 Matthew 25:40. 
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your thoughts. You are going to love your Christian brethren and work hard at showing 
that to them by ministering to them in deed and in truth. And you are going to manifest 
the selfless, self giving love of God to others no matter how they treat you.   
 
Verse eight. 
 
“For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”34 
 
That is, these things are not to be there once in a great while. They are to be the 
dominating characteristic of your life.  They are to be there and not just there, but they 
are to abound.  They are to be there in large measure as the dominating characteristic of 
your life.  
 
“...they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”35 
 
Now what he is doing here is he using a figure of speech called a litotes.  He is making a 
dramatic understatement in order to make a point. And what he is saying, really, in verses 
eight, “If these things be in you and abound you, they make you so that you shall be 
really fruitful and really productive in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
That is, knowing Christ is being saved. John 17:3, “ And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”36 
 
What does Jesus say to the hypocrite? 
 
“I never knew you: depart from me.”37 
 
And so those who know Christ are not only not barren and unfruitful. They are highly 
productive and highly fruitful as a result of their personal relationship with Jesus Christ.   
 
Now the point is this. Those who understand the message of Jesus Christ, those who have 
a personal relationship with Christ demonstrate the genuineness and the reality of that 
understanding and that relationship by having increasing measures of these behaviors and 
character traits in their lives. 
 
Now unfortunately some people don’t manifest these seven virtues even though they 
claim to be Christians. And they are spoken of in verse nine. 
 
“But he that lacketh these things...”38 

                                                
34 2 Peter 1:8. 
35 Ibid.  
36  John 17:3.  
37 Matthew 7:23. 
38 2 Peter 1:9.  
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That is, diligence, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness 
and love. 
 
“But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that 
he was purged from his old sins.”39 
 
In a word, they are unsaved.   
 
Now when it says they are blind, what he is saying is that they are still blind and dead in 
their sin. We know the God of this world is what blinded the minds of those that believe 
not. So those who profess faith in Christ, but lack these things, still are blinded by Satan.  
It says of them they cannot see afar off. 
 
Now this business of seeing afar off is simply a manifestation of true saving faith that you 
can see past your present circumstances into eternity, which is a long way away, right, 
and embrace the promises and act on the promises even though the fulfillment of those 
promises is a long way off.   
 
It says of Noah and Abram and Sarah, it says, “ These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”40  And 
lived like it and acted like it. 
 
You see, the person who is a false professor has no long range vision. It is like what has 
Jesus done for me in the last 10 minutes and what do I want in the next 20?  And on that 
basis they make choices and they don’t sacrifice short term self indulgence for long term 
blessings from God because they are blind. They can’t see. That is, they can’t 
comprehend. They can’t embrace. They can’t act on, they can’t live according to the 
promises of salvation, the vast majority of which will only be experienced in the eternal 
state, but need to be lived according to in the present moment.   
 
And then it says of them, “And they have forgotten that they were purged from their old 
sins.”41 
 
Now the key element in this phrase is the word “purged.”  The word “purged” here 
means to be ceremonially purged.  When are we ceremonially cleansed?  Well, at our 
baptism, right? That is when it happens. And so what happens is we make a profession of 
faith in Christ and we get baptized and in that baptism there is a purging, a ceremonial, 
external washing from our sins. That doesn’t save us. It is ceremonial, right? But 
nevertheless it is a public declaration of purging.  
 
In the gospel of John chapter and verse 23 to 25 it says: 

                                                
39 Ibid.  
40 Hebrews 11:13.  
41 2 Peter 1:16. 
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And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was 
much water there: and they came, and were baptized.  For John was not 
yet cast into prison.  Then there arose a question between some of John’s 
disciples and the Jews about purifying.42 

 
And that is our word that is here in 2 Peter chapter one and verse nine.  
 
So the purging here is the purifying that occurred externally though the process of 
baptism.  It says, regarding Mary after Jesus was born, “And when the days of her 
purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to 
Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord.”43 
 
And she had to be ceremonially purified after having a baby.  
 
In Luke five and verse 14 it says, “And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew 
thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses commanded, for a 
testimony unto them.”44 
 
John 2:6. “And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the 
purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.”45 
 
And so this word is used over and over again not for actual cleansing from sin in the soul, 
but for ceremonial cleansing of the external person.   
 
So this isn’t someone who was saved and then lost.  This is someone who is still blind, 
who still has no faith to see the promises of God afar off and embrace them and who has 
forgotten the significance of his profession of faith that he made in his public baptism.   
 
So here is someone who made a profession of faith, but who was never genuinely saved. 
Here is someone who has now deliberately put that ceremonial purging and its profession 
of deliverance from his old sins out of his memory. You see, he has forgotten something 
that happened in the past. 
 
What happened in the past?  He went through a ceremonial profession and purging of his 
sins, but he has forgotten about that now. In your baptism you say what?  
 
“I am going to follow Jesus with all my heart, soul, mind and strength all the days of my 
life. I am his.”  
 

                                                
42 John 3:23-25. 
43 Luke 2:22.  
44 Luke 5:14. 
45 John 2:6.  
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That is what you profess in your baptism, right?  Well, if you forget that profession, you 
don’t live according to it anymore, then you have fallen into the category of this person in 
verse nine.  
 
But he says, in contrast to this. He says in verse 10, “Wherefore the rather, brethren,” 
rather than being like the person in verse nine, “give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure.”46 
 
Now mark it down, people. You can know for sure that you have been effectually called 
by God as a result of divine sovereign election in eternity past.  You can know for sure 
that you are elect. 
 
People say, “How do I know if I am elect?  How do I know if God really called me?” 
 
You can know for sure.  It is what verse 10 says. You have got to give some diligence to 
achieve it.  But you can know.  
 
He says, “For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.”47 
 
Now the word “fall” here doesn’t mean never fall into sin ever again. We know 
Christians fall into sin. In fact, if any Christian says, “I have no sin,” he is a liar and the 
truth isn’t in him, right? 1 John one and verse eight, 1 John one and verse 10.  
 
The fall that is speaking here is the fall into apostasy, into the condition of the man in 
verse nine who made a profession of faith and then gave it up and went back to the world, 
returned to the sins of the world like a dog returns to his vomit. 
 
And so he says, “If you give diligence to make your calling and election sure, if you 
seriously endeavor to add to your faith, virtue and to virtue knowledge and to knowledge 
temperance and to temperance patience and to patience, godliness and to godliness 
brotherly kindness and to brotherly kindness, charity, if those things be in you and 
abound, then through them you can make your calling and election sure. And if you keep 
on doing these things you will never apostatize.”  You won’t fall away from the faith, 
because those who fall away from the faith, what does it say in Hebrews six? It is 
impossible to ever renew them to repentance.   
 
He says, verse 11, positively, “For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”48 
 
See, if these things be in you and abound, an entrance will be ministered to you 
abundantly.  Do you see the parallel there?  Into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  
 

                                                
46 2 Peter 1:10.  
47 Ibid.  
48 2 Peter 1:11. 
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So the point is that as we examine ourselves to see whether we be in the faith, one of the 
questions on the test is not do you ever sin.  You don’t see that in the list here.  Because if 
that is in the test, we all flunk. We are all reprobates, right? And one of the tests on the 
list is not do you struggle with sin.  Man, we all struggle with sin.  
 
Paul says: 
 

For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law 
in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.49 

 
He says, “Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus 
Christ.”50 
 
But it isn’t deliverance now.  It is deliverance some day.   
 
Now this doesn’t mean we have no deliverance from sin either.  I mean, look at 
somebody who is practicing virtue and knowledge and self control and patience and 
godliness and brotherly kindness and love is going to be somebody that is increasingly 
departing from sin, somebody that is increasingly coming in conformity to Christ, 
someone who is manifesting God who has begun a good work in him continuing it until 
the day of Christ. And so we grow in faith and in knowledge of the Lord and the Savior 
Jesus Christ. We grow in the mortification of sin and in the practice of its opposite 
positive virtue, whatever that may be. Not only do we let him that stole steal no more, but 
rather now we labor to work with our hands the thing that is good that we can have to 
give. And so the way the grace of God works in the true children of God is that as these 
things are practiced there is an increasing departure from sin and there is an increasing 
movement towards righteousness and obedience in our lives. 
 
So the point is that we can have the assurance of our salvation.  We can know that on the 
day of judgment our Lord Jesus is going to say, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”51 
 
You see, we are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves us is not alone.  A bunch of 
stuff gets added to it. He says, “You got faith that saved you.  Now add to it. Don’t be 
content with a bare belief that goes on living in the future, just like you lived in the past. 
Give diligence to make your calling and election sure.”  
 
And so we return to our passage in 2 Corinthians chapter 13.   
 
When Paul says in verse five, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith,”52 2 Peter 
chapter one has the examination.  Take the test.  Examine yourself.   

                                                
49 Romans 7:22-23. 
50 Romans 7:23-24. 
51 Matthew 25:34. 
52 2 Corinthians 13:5.  
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Now look. Those things aren’t going to be in your in perfection. You are going to be 
growing in them. But you ought to see them to some substantial degree in your life and as 
you look back you should see some degree of growth in them over the process of time.  
And if you look to the future, what is in your heart? 
 
I want more of those seven things in my life.   
 
If that is your characteristic, Christ is in you and you are in him, because it is in the 
process of regeneration that he writes his law on our hearts and on our minds with 
reference to those people that their sins and their iniquities he remembers no more.   
 
Now it is not because we practice these seven virtues that he forgets our sins.  It is the 
fact that he has forgotten our sins and regenerated us in the process that we practice them.   
 
And so he says on the day of judgment what is Jesus going to say?  Are you going to be a 
sheep or are you going to be a goat?  Are you going to be on the right hand? Are you 
going to be on the left? Is he going to say, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you,”53 or is he going to say, “Depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity”?54 
 
Now those workers of iniquity professed faith. 
 
“Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? 
and in thy name done many wonderful works?”55 
 
And he will say, “Yeah, you had a profession of faith. No question.  But your life was 
marked as being a life of a worker of iniquity instead of someone who is adding to his 
faith virtue and to virtue patience and godliness and knowledge and self control and all 
these other things,” that Peter talks about.   
 
And that is why James says, “Faith without works is no faith at all.”  
 
You are not saved by the works. You are saved by the faith, but saving faith always has 
works.   
 
If you remember Ephesians 2:8-9, right?  Well, don’t forget verse 10. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 says: 
 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.56 
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Page 20 of 21 
 

 
So good works are denied as the ground of salvation. And then verse 10 says, “For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them.”57 
 
And so while good works are denied as the ground of salvation, they are demanded of the 
fruit of salvation.  And that is the test. 
 
How do you know if you are justified? The answer. Are you being sanctified.  Because 
people who are being sanctified are always justified. And people who are justified always 
are sanctified because those two things cannot be divorced even though they are distinct.  
 
You don’t want to be a reprobate, one who didn’t pass the test when the examination is 
given on the great day of judgment. So take the test now. If you pass it now, you will pass 
it then. If you don’t pass it now, don’t expect to pass it then. And that is why the Bible 
says, “And he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still.”58 
 
And what Jesus is going to do on the day of judgment is he is just going to take what we 
were and the dominating characteristic of our life, perfect it and continue it into all 
eternity.  
 
It is not like you are suddenly going to become somebody different on the day of 
judgment.  You are to be perfected with reference to what you were during your life.  If 
the dominating characteristic of your life was that you loved and served Jesus Christ and 
you practice his moral virtues, then all that is going to be perfected and it is going to go 
on like that for eternity. And if in your life you are a worker of iniquity, then that is going 
to be confirmed and the judgment that attends it will go on for all eternity.   
 
So there is nothing you can give your time to that is more important than settling this 
question. And the trouble is we fill our lives with all kinds of stupid things like television 
and the internet and recreations to the neglect of this question. 
 
I plead with you. Don’t do anything else in life until you have settled whether or not you 
are in the faith.  If you have any doubt, go to Jesus Christ and cry out to him. Say, “Lord 
Jesus, save me from my sins. I am a sinner. I need a new heart. Oh, Lord Jesus save me. I 
trust in you. Give me a heart that wants to follow you.” 
 
And Jesus says, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”59 
 
He says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.”60 

                                                
57 Ephesians 2:10. 
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And if you are laboring and heavy laden with the uncertainty of whether you are going to 
go to heaven or hell, you go to Jesus and he will give you rest.  He will give you 
conversion and assurance of salvation, because his name is Jesus and that means he will 
save his people from their sins.  So be safe and go to Jesus. He will save. 
 
Shall we pray? 
 
Father, thank you that we don’t have to be reprobates, rejected people on the day of 
judgment because we didn’t pass the test.  Father, thank you that we can be those who 
are in Christ and as a result, are received by God as being those who are faultless before 
his throne. Father, I pray that you would save each one here tonight who is not saved. 
And, Father, for those of us who are saved, help us to continue to add to our faith those 
virtues that mark a transformed nature and that mark those who believe the promises that 
mark those who are disciples of Jesus Christ. May we follow him and find in following 
him that we follow him right into heaven.  Keep us on the narrow way which leads to 
eternal life. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 


